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AUTHOR’S PREFACE. 


MORE than thirty-five ycars have passed since WILLIAM MORGAN wrote his 
famous book revoaling the mysteries of modern Freo Masonry, and giving to the 
outside world a particular description of the ceremonies observed in tho Lodges of 
the first six or seven degrees. ‘The bare rumor that such a book was to be published 
created much astonishment and indignation among tho Masonic fraternity of West- 
ern New York, and particularly thoso who had associated with Morgan in the meet- 
ings of tho Craft. They soon ascertained the rumor to be true, and that Col. David 
C. Miller, the publisher of a newspaper in Batavia, was in fact then cngaged in 
printing the book. Great cfforts wero immediately mado by a large number of Treo 
Masons to stop its publication—first by arresting Morgan for debt—then by a com- 
plaint against him for larceny, during the prosecution of which his apartments wero 
pearchcd—and lastly by Kidnapping tho unfortunate man, taking him forcibly from 
the jail at Canandaigua, where he was confined on somo pretence, carrying him in 
a closo carriage to Fort Niagara, (then unoccupicd,) and thero murdering him in cold 
biood. These events occurred in September, 1826, but tho Masonic brethren did not 
succced in suppressing tho book written by Morgan. Part of it had already been 
put to press by Col. Miller, and the remainder of the manuscript was so effectually 
concealed by tho wife of tho murdered man that it was not discovered by tho Ma. 
sons who searched his premises. This and other ontrages, among which was the 
firing of Miller’s printing office, alarmed tho citizens of the whole western soction 
of the State. Sevcral arrests of supposed kidnappers took place, and tho persons 
arrested were brought to trial. Col Edward Sawycr, and Nicholas Œ. Chescbro, 
(both of Canandaigua,) Loton Lawson, John Sheldon, and Eli Bruce, Sheriff of Ni 
agara County, wero each found guilty of participation in tho abduction of Morgan, 
and were sentenced to various terms of imprisonment, But still the murderers 
remained undetected. 

Meantime tho whole book had been published, and its contents had made public 
the somewbat ferocious oaths of the Freo Masons. An immense excitement was 
creatod all ovor the country, which lasted many ycars, Frco Masonry became un- 
popular, and numerous worthy and distinguished persons, including a great number 
of ministers of the Gospel, withdrew from tho Socicty. Lodges and Chapters were 
disbanded, while their oficers and members publicly renounced all future connection 
with tho Masonic Order. Indced, so great was tho prejudice against Masons, caused 
by that inherent love of justice peculiar to Amcrican citizens, that a powerful politi- 
cal party was formed in the State of New York which threatened at one time to 
overcome or absorb all other party organizations. The murderers of Morgan 
(although known) were nover prosccuted, and this fact kept alive the anti-Masonic 
excitement until tho party almost became National, for it extended throughout tho 
- New England and Middlo Statos, and killed off a scoro or two of prominent publio 
men. But there must be an end to all things; and in the fulness of timo tho preju- 
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dice against Froo Masonry dicd away. Then it was discovered that the Masons 
who kidnapped William Morgan were, after all, simply ruffians, and not by any 
means representatives of the main body of the Masonic fraternity. 

And why should Masons, more than any other respectable olass, be suspected 
of aiding the pcrpetration of a murder, or any other crime against socicty? Be- 
cause, says the uninitiated reader, they bind their members by fearful and sanguinary 
paths, and keep everything connected with their Lodges in such profound secrecy. 
This is a very natural conclusion for the unthinking multitude, but will scarcely pass 
current among those who posscss any degree of reflection, and comprehend the 
promptings which govern the actions of men., These last would naturally inquire 
why should mankind as Masons differ from mankind as husbands, fathers, devoted 
fricnds or indecd as civilized beings ? 

Since the issue of Morgan's book, no other entircly original work has been pub- 
lishcd on the subject, though scvcral more elaborate volumes have appearcd, in 
which the writers have attempted to give in detail some of the higher degrces, But 
all have failed to make their revelations fully intelligible, either because they did not 
understand the subject, or cise were careless or incompcicnt, 

In the following pages I have cndeavored to give exact descriptions of the Mae 
sonic ceremonics as they are (or should be) performed in the Lodges, Chapters, &c., 
of cach degree, The information is intendcd, not only for the public at large who 
have a curiosity to fathom the wondcrful secrets of Free Masonry, but for newly 
formed Masonic Societies, who desire a printed guide to facilitate their work. 

Comparatively few persons among the multitudes who join the Masonic Lodges, 
extend their knowledge of the Craft beyond the Royal Arch Degree ; and to such as 
have not been advanced, this work will be read with much intercst. By the aid of it 
they may become familiar with the higher degrces of modern Masonry—with the Inef- 
fable Degrecs—and with those curious and enthusiastic Historical and Philosophical 
Degrecs which are so mixed up with Jewish history and Christian Knight-errantry 
as to puzzle the matter-of-fact student of the prescnt day. 

And now a few words with Masonic friends as to my object in retiring from the 
Socicty and publishing this book. Iam no cnemy of Masonry ; and I think that if 
it were possible to kecp unworthy men out of our Lodges, it would be an uncxcep-: 
tionable institution. Considering that this has not been, and probably cannot be, 
donc, I am content to leave it. And as I have always looked upon our secret ecre= 
monies and oaths as but the relics of a past age, and continued mercly to preserve 
the ostensible antiquity of the institution rather than to bind our consciences, I do 
not hesitate to make them public, 

The Socicty of Free Masons was formed at an early age of the world, when 
there were no laws to protect the weak against the strong. The oaths and obliga- 
tions were then undonbtcdly binding, not only for the protection of the members, but 
for the preservation of the very imperfect arts and sciences of that period. To 
suppose these oaths mean anything now is simply absurd. Mankind outside a Mae 
sonic Lodge does not carc a straw what takes place within that scerct conclave, Cx- 
ccpt as a matter of curiosity. Itis partly to gratify this spirit of inquisitiveness that 
I have written this book, and partly to give information to Free Masons themselves. 
Morc than half the persons who join Masonic Lodges do not understand anything 
of the principles of the Order. They go through certain ceremonies, pay their fecs, 
and then forget it all in a short time. By having an authentic detail of the proceed- 


ings to read over at their leisure, they may become hiasons in reality. 
JABEZ RICHARDSON, 


RICHARDSON’S 


MONITOR OF FREE-MASONRY 


FIRST DEGREE, 
A LODGE OF ENTERED APPRENTICES, 
IN opening a Lodge of Entered Ap- 
prentices, it is necessary that at least six 


Apprentices shonld be present, and one 
Past Master. They can only act under 


a charter or warrant from the Grand. 


Lodge. The room in which they as- 
semble should represent the ground floor 
of King Solomon’s Temple. The fix- 
tures of the room, and the seats of the 
officers are as in Engraving on page 6. 

On taking his seat to open the Lodge, 
the Master gives one rap with nis gavel, 
and says: ‘‘ Brethren, I am about to 
open a Lodge of Entered Apprentices, 
forthe dispatch of business, and I wil] 
thank you for your attention and assist- 
ance.” 

Master to the Junior Warden—Brother 
Junior, are they all Entered Apprentice 
Masons in the South? 

Junior Warden--They arc, Worshipful. 

Master to the Senior Warden—?Prother 
Senior, are they all Entered Apprentice 
Masous in the West? 

Senior Warden—They are, Worshipful. 

The Master then declares, “ They are, 
also, in the East,” and at the same time 
he gives one rap with his gavel, which 
calls up the Junior Deacon, who, as he 
rises, gives a sign by opening his left 
hand and placing the open fingers of the 
right hand on the palm of it. The Mas- 
ter then says: 

Brother Junior Deacon, the first care 
of congregated Masons ? 

Junior Deacon—T'o sce the Lodge 
tyled, Worshipful. 

Master—Perform your duty, and in- 
form the Tyler that we ere about to 
open a Lodge of Entered Apprentices 
for the dispatch of business, and direct 
him to tyle accordingly. 

The Junior Deacon then goes to the 
door of the Lodge and stations the Tyler 
outside of it with a drawn sword in his 
hand, at the same time whispering the 
words of the Master that he is about to 
open a Lodge, &c. He then closes thy 


door, and gives three distinct knocks on 
the inside, which are answered by three 
knocks of the Tyler ou the outside. The 
Junior Deacon then again gives one 
knock, (which is answered by a knock 
from the Tyler,) when he returns to his 
station and says: “The door is tyled, 
Worshipful,” at the same time giving the 
due-guard, (explained hereafter,) which 
isrever omitted when the Master is ad- 
dressed. 

Master—By whom is it tyled? 

Junior Deacou—By a brother of this 
dcgree without the door, armed witb the 


| proper implements of his office. 


Master—Ilis duty there ? 

Junior Deacon—To keep off all cow- 
ans and cave-dropers; to sce that none 
pass er re-pass except such as are duly 
qualified, and have permission from the 
Master. ([Perinission of the Chair, is 
sometimes said. ] 

Master—Let us now be clothed, bre- 
thren. [Here the members present put 
on their aprons and jewels, aud resume 
their seats. } 

The Worshipful Master then gives ono 
rap with his gavel and addresses the 
Junior Deacon as follows: 

Master—Brother Junior Deacon, your 
place in the Lodge? 

Junior Decacon—At the right hand of 
the Senior Warden in the West. 

Master—Your business there, Brother 
Junior? 

Junior Deacon—To wait on the Wor- 
shipful Master and Wardens, act as thcir 
proxy in the active duties of the Lodge, 
and take charge of the door, 

Master—The Senior Deacon’s place in 
the Lodge? 

Junior Deacon—At the right hand of 
the Worshipful Masterin the cast. [Tho 
Master, while asking the last question, 
gives two raps, which calls up all the 
subordinate oificers. } 

Master (to Senior Deacon)—Your cuty 
there, Brother Senior? 

Senior Deacon—To wait on the Wor. 
shipful Master and Wardens, act as their 
proxy in the active duties of the Lodge, 
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aitend to the preparation and introduc- | Secretary—The better to observe the 
tion of candidates, and welcome and | Worshipful Masters will and pleasure, 
clothe all visiting brethren, [i. e. furnish ! record the proceedings of the Lodge; 


them with an apron. ]} 
Master (to Senior Deacon)—The Secre- 
tary’s place in the Lodge, brother Senior ? 
Senior Deacon—At the left hand of 
the Worshipful Master in the east. 
Master (to Secretary)—Your duty 
there, Brother Secretary ? 


Treasurer. 


Senior Deacon. 


Senior Warden. 





Worshipful Master. 
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transmit a copy of the same to the 
Grand Lodge, if required; receive all 
moneys and money bilis from the hands 
of the brethren, pay them over to tha 
Treasurer, and take receipts for the same. 

Master (to Secretary)—The Treas 
rers place in the Lodge ? 


Secretary 


IRE 


ne JS LUST he 
TAA PRDGRMALEAMDARALA OLGD CR RIERA TED 


Junior Warden. 


Junior Deacon, 


LODGE OF ENTERED APPRENTICES, FELLOW CRAFTS, OR MASTER MASONS: 


OPMNING A LODGE OF ENTERED APPRENTICES, 


Recretary-—At tho right band of tho 
Worshiptul Master. 

Master (to ‘Creasurer)—Your duty 
there, Brother Treasurer ? 

Treastrer—Duly to observe the Wor- 
shipful Masters will and pleasure; re- 
ceive all moneys and money bills from 
the hands of the Secretary ; keep a just 
and true account of the same; pay them 
out by order of the Worshipful Master 
and consent of the brethren. 

Master (to Treasurer)—The Junior 
Warden’s place in tho Lodge, Brother 
Treasurer ? 

Treasnrer—In tho south, Worshipful. 

Master (to Junior Wardcn)-~Your 
businoss there, Brother Junior? 

Junior Warden—As the sun in the 
south at high meridian is ths beauty 
and glory of the day, so stands tha Jn- 
nior Warden in the south, the better to 
observe the time; call the crafts from 
labor to refreshment; superintend them 
during tho hours thereof; sco that none 
convert tho hours of refreshment into 
that of iutemperanco or excess; and 
call them on again in due season, that 
the Worship{ul Master may have honor, 
and they profit and pleasure thereby. 

Master (to Junior Warden)—Tho So- 
nior Warden's placo in the Lodge? 

Junior Warden~-in the west, Wor- 
shiprul, 

Mastor (to Senior Warden)—Your duty 
there, Brother Sonior ? 

Senior Warden—As the sun sets in 
tho west to close the day, so stands the 
Sonior Warden in the west, to assist the 
Worshipful Mastor in opening his Lodge ; 
take care of the jawols and implements ; 
sco that none be lost; pay the craft their 
wares, if any be duo; and sce that nouc 
go away Ccissatisfled, 

Master (to Senior Warden)—Tho Mas- 
ter’s piace in the Lodgo? 

Sen, Warden—In the east, Worshipful 

Master—llis duty there? 

Senior Warden—As tte sun rises Ín 
the east to open and adorn tho day, so 
presidcs tho Worshipful Master in the 
east to open and adorn his Lodgo; set 
his crafts to work with good and whole- 
some instruction; or cause the same to 
be done. : 

Master (giving three raps with his ga- 
vel)—In like manner, so do I, strictly 
forbidding all profane language, or any 
disorderly conduct whereby peace and 
harmony may be interrnpied. It is my 
will and pleasure that a Lodge of Enter- 
ed Apprentice Masons be opened in this 
place ier the dispatch of business, Bro- 
ther Scuior Warden, please coramunicate 
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the same to the Juntor Werden, that tha 
brethren may have timely notice thereof, 
The Senior Warden then delivers the 
Master’s order to the Junior Warden, 
who gives three raps with his gavel, and 
says: “Brethren, it is our Worshipful 
Master's order thata Lodge of Entered 
Apprentice Masons be opened in this 
place for the dispatch of business. You 
will take due notice thereof, aud goveru 
yonrselves accordingly.” 
Mastor—Aticnd to the signs, brethren, 
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Right Angles, or, the 
Sign cf Distress. 


Horizontels, ov, 
LDue-G uard, 


Tho siges of this degree aro now 
given by the Master and brethren, viz. : 
right-sugles, horizontals, and perpendi- 
culars, ‘The right-angles are shown by 
holding open the left hand and crossing 
the palm of it with the open palm of the 
right hand at right-angles—the hands to 
be heid out about twelve inches from the 
body. This is calicd tho first sigu of a 
Mason Itis the sign af distress in this 
degree. To draw a horizontal, raise 
your oper right hand and arin to ycur 
neck, and holding the palin downwards, 
aod the thumb partly nader the hand, 
but parallel with the fingers, draw tho 
hand from the left to the right shoulder 
by a quick motion, While you are doing 
this let the left hand drop perpendicu 
larly by your side, the palm backward 
This to show the perpendicular siga. 
The horizontal is called the due-guard. 

The Master, the Senior Warden and 
the Junior Warden now, each of them, 
gives one rap with the gavel, when the 
Master says: “I now declare this Lodge 
of Entered Apprentice Masons duly 
opened for the dispatch of business," 
The Master then reads from a book the 
following: Behold how good and how 
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pleasant It is for brethren to dwell to- 
gether in unity! It is like the precious 
ointment upon the head that ran down 
upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard, 
that went down to the skirts of his gar- 
mounts; as the dew of Hermon, and as 
the dew that descended upon the moun- 
tain of Zion, for there the Lord com- 
manded the blessing, evermore. Amen. 
So mote it be. 

After the opening prayer, or exercise, 
tho Worshipful Master gives one rap 
with his gavel, when ell tho members 
take seats. 

Master-——Brother Senior Warden, have 
you anything in the west for the good 
of our Craft? 

Senior Warden—Nothing. Worshipful. 

The same question is then put to the 
Junior Warden as to the south, with the 
same reply, when the Worshipful Master 
asks if any brother present has anything 
to lay before the Lodge. Some brother 
replics by proposing that the minutes of 
toe last meeting be read, 

Master—Brother Secretary, you will 
read the minutes. 

The Secrctary reads the name of the 
Lodge, time and manner of opening, 
names of officers present, and all the 
proceedings which took place, among 
which may have been proposed a new 
candidate for fellowship. If this is the 
ease, the Master thus addresses the 
Lodge: 

Master—Brethren, what is your plea- 
sure on this proposition; how shall we 
dispose of it? 

A Brother—I movo the candidate be 
balloted for. 

Master—If no objection is made, I 
shall now serd round the balls, and we 
wil] proceed to ballot for John Smith to 
become a Mason and a member of this 
Lodge. Brother Senior Deacon, will 
you distribute them ? 

The Lodge now procecds to ballot 
One black ball will reject a candidato. 
The’ boxes may be passed three timcs, 
should a black ball appear. Tho Dea- 
cous are the proper persons to pass 
them; one of tho boxes has black and 
white beans or bals in it, the other is 
empty; the ono with the balls in it goes 
before, and furnishes each member with 
a black and a white ball; the empty box 
follows and reccives them. There are 
two boles in the top of this box, with a 
small tube ia each, one of which is black, 
and the other white, with a partition in 
the box. The members put both their 
balls into this box as their feelings may 
dictate. No one koows which is voted, 


RICHARDSON’8 MONITOR OF FREE-MASONRY, 


The Senior Deacon brings the bos 
containing the ballots to the Worshipful 
Master, who, after looking into it, orderg 
him to carry it to the Senior Warden, who 
looks at it and sends it to his Junior. 

Master—How stands the ballots in the 
west, Brother Senicr? 

Senior Warden—Clear, Worshipful. 

The same auestion is put to the Junior 
as to the south, who gives the same re- 
ply, when the Master declares the ballot 
to be clear, and that the candidate is 
duly clected a member of this Lodge. If 
oue Or more black bals appear among 
the white ones, it is announced that the 


candidate is rejected. 


if the candidato be outside the Lodge 
and ready for initiation, the Senior Dea- 
con goes out to prepare him, while the 
usual business proceeds, itis conducted 


much the same as any Society business, 


if we except forms and ceremonies, such 
as saluting the Chair, &c. 

The Master says: Docs any brother 
present know of a brother in distress, or 
in difficulty ? 

in reply to this question, sick brothers 
are reporied to the Lodge, aswell as all 
cases where the charities of the Lodge 
are supposed to be needed, whether for a 
brother Mason, or for adecoased brother’s 
family. The regular routine of business 
being over, the initiation of the new can- 
didate proceeds, 


INITIATING A NEW MEMBER, 

The candidate (if present) having been 
conducted into a small preperation room 
adjoining the Lodge, he is there asked the 
following questions, and gives the fol- 
lowing answers: 

Senior Deacon to Candidate—Do you 
sincerely declare, upon your honor be- 
fore these gentlemen, that, unbiassed by 
friends, uninfluenced by unworthy mo- 
tives, you freely and voluntarily offer 
yourself a candidate for the mysteries of 
Masonry ? 

Candidate—I do. 

Senior Dearon—Do you sincerely de- 
clare, upon your honor before these gen- 
tlemen, that you are prompted to solicit 
the privileges of Masonry by a favorable 
Opinion conceived of the institution, a 
free desire of knowledge, and a sincero 
wish of being serviceable to your fellov 
creatures ? 

Candidate—-I do. 

Senior Deacon—Do you sincerely u 
clare, upon your honor before these gen- 
tlemen, that you will cheerfully conform 
to all the ancient established usages and 
customs of tho fraternity ? 





INITIATION OF AN 


Candidate—I do. 

The Senior Deacon now resigns tho 
candidate to the Junior Deacon, or Con- 
ductor, and returns inside thé Lodge, 
reporting to the Master that all is ready. 
_ Master—Bretbren, at the request of 
Mr. John Smith, he has been proposed 
aud accepted in regular form as a inem- 
ber of this Lodge. I thercfore recoin- 
mend him as a proper candidate for the 

1ysteries of Freo Masonry, and worthy 
o partake of all the privileges of the fra- 
ternity. 

Whilo the Master is thus speaking in- 
side the Lodge, the candidate is divested 
of his clothing, (shirt excepted,) and is 
mado to put on a pair ot red flannel 
drawers. Mo is then blindfolded, his 
left foot made bare, his right foot in a 
slipper, his left breast and arm naked, 
and a rope, called a cable-tow, put round 
his neck and left ann, (the.rope is not put 
round the arm in some Lodges,) in which 
posture the eandidate is condueted by 
the Junior Deacon to tho door, where he 
is caused to give, or the Jnnior Deacou 
gives, three distinct knocks, which are 
auswered by three from within; the Jn- 
nior Deacon gives one more, which is 
also answered by one from within. ‘The 
door is then partly opened. 

Senior Deacou—Who coines thero? 
Who comes thero? Who comes there ? 

Junior Deacon—A poor blind candi- 
date who has long been desirous of 
having and receiving a part of tho rites 
and benefits of this worshipful Lodge, 
dedicated (some say erceted) to God and 
held forth to the holy order of St. Jobns, 
ns all true fellows and brothers have 
done who have gone this way before him. 

Senior Deacon—Is it of bis own free 
will and accord he makes this request? 
Is he duly and truly prepared? worthy 
and wel qualified? and properly avonch- 
ed for? 

Junior Deacon—He possesses all these 
requisites, 

Senior Deacon—By what further rights 
does he expect to reecivo this bencfit ? 

Junior Deacon—By being a man, free 
born, of lawful age, and under the tongue 
of good report. 

The Senior Deacon then says—Sinee 
this is the case, you will wait till the 
Worshipful Master in tho cast is mado 
acquainted with his request, and his an- 
ewer returned. 

The Senior Deacon repairs to tho Mas- 
ter, when the same questions are asked 
and answers returned as at the door; 
after which, the Master says-—Since he 
comes endowed with all those necessary 
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qualifications, let him enter thìs worship- 
tul Lodge in the name of tho Lord, awa 
take heed on what he enters. 

The eandidate then enters, the Senior 
Deacon at the same time pressing his 
naked left breast with the point of the 
eompass. 

Senior Deacon (to the candidate) 
Did you feel anything? 

Candidate—I did. 

Senior Deacon—What was it? 

Candidate—A torture. 

The Sevior Deacon then says—As this 


‘is a torture to your flesh, so may it ever 


be to your mind aud eonscience, if ever 
you shonld attempt to reveal tho secrets 
of Masonry unlawfully. 

The candidate is then condneted'to tho 
center of the Lodge, where he kneels, and 
the Senior Deacon kneels with him, Thea 
Master now gives three raps with his 
gavel, when all the brethren rise, and 
the Deacon pronounces tho following 
prayer : 

‘“Vouchsafe thine aid, Almighty Pa- 
ther of the universe, to this our present 
convention; and grant that this cdandi- 
date for Masonry may dedicate and de- 
vote his life to thy service, and become a 
true and faithiul brother among ns! 
Indwe hin with a competency of Thy 
divine wisdom, that by the secrets of 
our art he may be the Wetter epabled to 
display the beanties of holiness, to the 
honor of ‘Thy holy name. So mote it be 
Amen I” 

Master (putting his bava on the bead 
of candidate)—ln whom do you put your 
trust ? 

Candidate—In God. 

Master (taking him by tho right hau¢) 
—Your trust being iu God, your faith is 
well founded. Follow your leader aud 
fear no danger. 

The Seuior Deacon then conducts the 
candidate three times regularly ronnd the 
Lodge, and halts by the Junior Warden 
in tho south, where the same questions 
aro asked and answers returned as at 
tho door. As the candidate and Con- 
ductor are passing round tho room, the 
Master reads the following passazo of 
Scripture, and takes the same time to 
read it, that they do to go round the 
Lodge room three times. 

“ Behold how good and how pleasant 
it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity! Itis like the precious ointment 
upon the head, that ran down upon tho 
beard, even Aaron's beard, that went 
down to the skirts of his garment: as 
the dew of Herinon, and as the dew that 
descended upon the mountains of Zion; 
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for there the Lord commanded the bless- 
tug, even life for ever more.” 
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hereon most solemnly and sincerely pro- 
mise and swear, that I will always hail, 


The candidate is then conducted to j ever conceal, aud never reveal any part 


the Senior Warden in the west, where 
the same questions are asked and an- 
swers returned as before; from thence 
he is conducted to the Worshipful Mas- 
ter in the east, who dernands of him 
from whence he came, and whither he 
is traveling ? 

Candidaie answera—From the west, 
and traveling to the east, 

Master—Why do you leave the west 
and travel to the cast? 

Candidate—In search of light. 

Master then says-—Sinece the candidate 
is traveling in search of light, you will 
please conduct him back to the west 
from whence he came, and put him in 
the care of the Scnior Warden, who will 
teach bhim how to approach the cast, the 
place or light, by advancing upon one 
uprigat regular step, to the tirst step, his 
feet forming the right angie oy an oblong 
square, his body erect at the altar before 
the Master, and place him in a proper 
position to take upon him the solemn 
oath or obligation of an Entered Appren- 
tice Mason. 

The Senior Warden receives the can- 
didate, and Jeads him back to within 
about two paces of tho altur in the een- 
ter of the Lodge, there instructing him 
what to do, viz.: the candidate steps off 
one step with his left foot, and draws the 
heel of his right foot into the hollow 
thereof, making his two feet stand at 
right angles. He then steps off with his 
right foot, and kneels upon his left knee, 
in doing which the knees must each form 
a square. He places his leit hand, with 
the palm up, under the Holy Bible, with 
square and compass upon it, that lays 
upon the altar, and his right kand on top 
of them. Thisis the position in which 
a candidate is placed when he takes upon 
him the oath or obligation of an Entered 
Apprentice Mason. 

T 43 s800n as the candidate is placed in 
this position, the Worshipful Master ap- 
proaches hiin, and says—Mr. Smith, you 
pre now placed in a proper position to 
take upon you the solemn oath or obli- 
gation of an Entered Apprentice Mason, 
which I assure you is neitbev to affect 
your religion or your politics, If you 
are willing to take it, repeat your name 
aud say after me:—‘'I, John Smith, of 
my own free will and accord, in presence 
of Almighty God, and this worshipful 
Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, 
dedicated to God and held forth to the 
boly order of St. Johns, do hereby and 


or parts, art or arts, point or points of 
the secrets, arts and mysteries of enciert 
Free Masonry, which I have received, 
am about to receive, or may hereafter be 
instructed in, to any person or persons 
in the known worid, except it be a truno 
and lawful brother Mason, or within the 
body of a just and lawfully constituted 
Lodge of such, and not unto him, nor 
unto them whom I shall hear so to bo, 
but unfo him and them only whom I 
shall find so to be, after strict trial and 
due examination or lawful information, 
Furthermore do I promise and swear, 
that I will not write, print, stainp, stain, 
hew, cut, carve, indent, paint, or en- 
grave it on anything moveahic or im- 
moveable, under the whole canopy of 
heaven, whereby, or whereon the least 
letter, figure, character, mark, stain, 
shadow, or resemblance of the same 
may Become legible or intelligible to 
myself or any other person in the known 
world, whereby tbe secrets of Masonry 
may be unlawtully obtained through my 
unworthiness, To all which I do most 
solemnly and sincerely promise and 
swear, without the least equivocation, . 
mental reservation, or self evasion of ` 
mind in me whatever; binding myself 
under no less penalty than to have my 
throat cut across, my tongue torn out 
by tho roots, and my body buried in the 
rough sands of the sea at low water 
mark, where the tide ebbs and flows 
twice in twenty-four hours; so help ma 
God, and keep me, steadfast in the due 
performance of the same.” 

Master—In token of your sincerity kiss 
the book. [Candidate kisses it.] 

Master—Brother, to you the secrets of 
Masonry are about to be unveiled, and a 
brighter sun never shone luster on your 
eyes; while prostrate before this sacred 
altar, do you not shudder at every 
crime? have you not confidence in every 
virtue? May these thoughts ever in- 
spire you with the most noble senti- 
ments; may you ever feel that clevation 
of soul that shall: ecorn a dishonest act, 
Brother, what do you most desire ? 

Candidate—Light. 

Master (to brethren)—Brethren, stretch 
forth your hands and assist in bringing 
this new made brother from darkness to 
light. 

The members having formed a circle 
round the candidate, the Master says— 
“And God said, let there bo light, and 
there was light.” At the same tine, all 
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tho brethren clap thcir hands and ctamp 
on the floor with tlicir right foot as heavy 
as possibie, the bandago dropping from 
the candidato’s eycs at the samc instant. 
This great and sudden transition from 
perfect darkness to a bright lighted room 
after the candidate has been so long blind- 
el, and full of fearful apprehensions, of- 
<a produces the most curious effects on 

m. 

After the candidato is brought to light, 
the Master addresses him as follows: 

Brother, on being brought to light, 

ou first discover three great lights in 

{asonry by the assistance of three lesser 
ones; they are thas explained: the three 
grcat lights in Masonry aro the Holy 
Bible, Square and Compass. Tho Holy 
Bible is given to us as a rule and guide 
for our faith and practice; the Square, 
to square our actions, and the Compass 
to keep us in due bounds with all man- 
kind, but more especially with the bre- 
thren. The three lesser lights are three 
burning tapers, or candles placed on can- 
desticks, standing in a trianguiar group ; 
they represent the Sun, Moon, and Mas- 
ter of the Lodge, and are thus explained : 
As the sun rules the day and the moon 
governs the night, so ought the Worship- 
ful Master with equal regularity to rulo 
and govern his Lodge, or cause the same 
to be done: 

The Worshipful Master now steps 
back a few paces, when the Senior Dea- 
con addresses the candidate : 

Serior Deacon—Drother, our Worship- 
ful Master approachics you from the east 
vuder the step, sign and due-guard of an 
Entered Apprentice Mason; observe hig 
manner of giving thein, and imitate bim 
as near as you can, keéping your posi- 
tion. [Step off with left foot, aud bring 
heel of right foot into the hollow thereof, 
to form a square, This is the first step 
in Masonry. Then give sign and duce- 
guard, or right-angles and borizontals, 
as before explaincd.] 

“Master (advoncing)~—Brother, I now 


z present you my right hand, in token of 


fricndship end broiberly love. With it 
you will receive tho true grin of an En- 
tercd Apprentice Mason, ‘The naine of 
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is to be given, for it cannot bo given truly 
except as he will explain to you. 

Master—What is that? 

andidate (instructed by Senior Deca: 

con)—A grip. 

Master—What grip? 

Candidate—The grip of an Entered Ap» 
prentice Mason, 

Mastcr—tllas it a name? 

Candidate—It has. 

Master—Will you give it to mo? 

Caudidate—I did not so receive it, nei- 
ther can I so impart it. 

Master—What will you do with it? 

Candidate—Letter it, or halve it. ` 

Master—Halve it, and begin. 

Candidate—You begin. 

Mastcr—Begin you, 

Candidate—L-o 

Master—A-z 

Candidate—BOaz, 

Master—Right, Brother Boaz, I greet 
you. [Boaz is the. name of the left hand 
pillar of the porch of King Solomon's 
Temple.) Arise. and salute the Junior 
and Senior Wardens as snch, and con- 


‘vince them that you have been regularly 


initiated as an Entered Apprentice Ma- 
son, and have got the sign, grip and word, 

The Master returns to his seat while the 
Wardens are examining tho candidate, 
and gets a lamb-skin or white apron, pro- 
sents it to the candidate, saying : i 

Master—Brother, I now present yot 
with a lamb-skin or white apron; it is an 
emblem of innocence, and the badge of 
a Mason; it has been worn by kiuga, 
princes, and potentates of the earth, who 
have never been ashamed to wear it; it 
ig more honorable than the diadeins of 
kings, or pearls of princesses, When wor- 
thily worn. Itis more ancient than tho 
Golden Fleece or Roman Eagle; moro 
honorable than tho Star and Garter; or 
any other order that can be conferred 
upon you at this, or any other time, ex- 
cept it be in the body of a just and fally 
constituted Lodge; you will carry it to 
the Senior Warden in the West, who wilt 
teach you how to wear it as an Entered 
Approntice Mason. 

Tho candidate is conducted to the Si- 
nior Warden, who ties the apron on ar. } 
turns up the flap instead of ictting it fall 
down in front of the top of the apron. 
This is the way Buiered Apprentice Ma- 
song wear, or ought to wear, their aprons 
until they are advanced. Ie is then cou- 
ducted back to the Master, who again, 
addresses him. 

Master—Brother, as you are dressed, 
it is necessary you should have tools to 
work with; I will now present you with 
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the working tools of an Entered Appren. 
tice Mason, which are the twenty-four 
inch guage and common gavel; they are 
thus explained: the twenty-four inch 
guage is an instrument made use of by 
operative masons to measure and lay out 
their work, but we as Free and Accepted 
Masons, make use of it for thea more noble 
and glorious purpose of dividing our time. 
The twenty-four inches on the guage are 
embleimatical of the twenty-four hours in 
the day, which we are taught to divide 
into three equal parts, whereby we find 
eight hours for the service of God, and a 
worthy distressed brother; eight hours 
fox our usual vocations; and eight for 
refreshment and sicep. The common 
gavel is an instrument made use of by 
operative masons to break off the corners 
of rough stones, the bettcr to fit them for 
the builder's use; but we, às Free and 
Accepted Masons, use it for the more 
noble and glorious purpose of divesting 
our bearta and consciences of all the 
vices and superfluities of life, thereby 
fitting ovr minds as living and lively 
stones, for that spiritual building, that 
house not made with hands, eternal in 
the Heavens, I also present you with a 
new name. It is CAUTION. It teaches 
you, as you are barely instructed in the 
rudiments of Masonry, that you should 
be cautious over all your words and ac- 
tions, particularly when before the ene- 
mies of Masonry. I shall next present 
you with three precious jewels, which 
are A LISTENING EAR, & SILENT TONGUE, 
anda FAITHFUL HEART. A listening ear 
teaches you to listen to the instructions of 
the Worshipful Master; but more es- 
pecially that you should listen to the 
cries of a worthy distressed brother. A 
silent tongue teaches you to be silent 
while in the Lodge, that the peace and 
harmony thereof may not be disturbed, 
but more expecially, that yon should be 
silent before the enemies of Masonry, 
that the craft may not be brought into 
disrepute by your imprudence. A faith- 
ful heart teaches you to be faithful to the 
instructions of the Worshipful Master at 
all times, but more especially, that you 
»yhould be faithful and keep and conceal 
the secrets of Masonry, and those of a 
brother when given to you in charge as 
such, that they may remain as gecure and 
inviolable in your breast ag in his own 
before he confided them to you, I further 
present you with check words two ; thoir 
names are TRUTH and UNION, ana are 
thus explained: Truth is a divine. attri- 
bute, and the foundation of every virtue. 
To be good and true, is the first lesson 


we are tanght in Masonry. On this theme 
we contemplate, and by its dictates en- 
deavor to regulate our couduct; hence, 
while influenced by this principle, hy- 
pocrisy and deceit are unknown among 
us, Sincerity and plain dealing distinguish 
us, and the heart and tongue join in pro- 
moting each others welfare, and rejoic- 
ing in each other’s prosperity. Union, is 
that kind of friendship which ought to 
appear conspicuous in every Mason’s 
conduct. It is so closely allied to the di- 
vine attribute, Truth, that he who enjoys 
the one, is seldom destitute of the other. 
Should interest, honor, prejudice, or hu- 
man depravity, ever induce you to vio- 
late any part of the sacred trust we now 
repose in you, let these two importart 
words, at the earliest insinuation, teach 
you to put on the check-line of truth, 
which will infallibly direct you to pursue 
that straight and narrow path which ends 
in the full enjoyment of the Grand Lodge 
above; where wo shall all meet as Ma- 
sons and members in the same family, in 
peace, harmony, and love ; where all dis- 
cord on aceount of politics, religion, or 
private opinion shall be unknown, and 
banished from within our walls, 

Brother, it has been a custom from 
time immemorial to demand, or ask from 
a newly made brother something of a 
metallic kind, not so much on account of 
its intrinsic value, but that it may be de- 
posited in the archives of the Lodge, as 
a memorial that you was hercin mado a 
Mason; a small trifle will be sufficient ; 
anything of a mctallic kind will do; if 
you have no money, anything of a me- 
talic nature will be sufficient; even a 
button will do, 

Candidate (who has no clothing but his 
red drawérs)—I have nothing. 

Master—Search yourself carefully. 

Candidate searches, but nothing js 
found. 

Master—Perhaps you can borrow a 
trifle. 

Candidate tries to borrow, but no ons 
will lend to him. 

Master—Prother, let this ever be a 
striking lesson to you, and teach you, if 
you should ever gee a friend, but more 
especially a brother, in a liko pennylers 
situation, to contribute as liberally to his 
relief as hig situation may require, and 
your abilities will admit, without mate- 
riai injury to yourself or faraily. 

Master (to Senior Deacon}—Brother 
Senior, you will conduct him back from 
whence he came, and invest him of what 
he has been divested, and lét him retury 
for further instruction, 
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ENTERED APPRENTICES DECREE: CLOSIXG LECTURE, 


The candidate is now taken to the ro- 
ception room, where he resumes his 
elothing, aud when he returus into the 
Lodge, he is placed in the north-east cor- 
ner as tho youngest Apprentice, and is 
told by the Master that he there stands 
a eorrect upright Mason, and must ever 
conduct himself as such. The Master 
likewise delivers to him a charge, where- 
in he is eautioned never to reveal the 
seeret doings inside a Lodge of Free Ma- 
sons, and never to recommend an un- 
worthy person a3 a eandidate for the 
honors that have then and there been 
conforred upon him. 

Tbe initiation of @ candidate nsually 
(though not necessarily) eloses the busi- 
ucss Of a Lodge. 

Master—If auy brother has farther 
business for this Lodge, he will present it 
now ; if not, the Seeretary will read the 
ininutes, (After the reading of the min- 
utes, the Worshipful Master proceeds to 
close, and in doing so he is bound by hls 
oath to give the whole or somo part of 
tac following. ] 


CLOSING LECTURE—FIRST SECTION, 


Master (to Senior Warden)—Irom 
wheuee came yon as an Batered Ap. 
prentice, Brother Senior ? 

Sonior Warden—From a Lodge of the 
most holy St. Johns, of Jerusalem. 

Master— What came you here to do? 

Senior Warden—'T'o improve myself 
in Masonry, and to learn to subdue my 
passions. 

Master—Are yon, then, a Mason ? 

Senior Warden—I am so acecpted 
among the brothers and fellows of the 
Craft. 

Master—How do you prove to your- 
self that you are a Mason ? 

Senior Warden—By being often tried, 
and never denied; and I am ready and 
wilitng to be tricd again. 

Master—How shall I know you to bo a 
Mason ? 

Senior Warden—By signs, tokens, and 
the perfect points of entrance. 

Master—What are signs? 

Senior Warden—Rizht angles, hori- 
zutals, and perpendiculars. 

Master—Give me the sign? 

Senior Warden opens and holds out his 
left hand, and then lays the open right 
hand eres it, as,in the first figure on 

zo T. 

Master—To what does it allude ? 

Senior Warden—Right angles allude 
to the maaner in which my hands were 
placed when [reecived the oath and obti- 
gation of an Entered Apprentice Mason, 
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iny left hand supporting the Holy Bibie, 
square and compasses; my right hand 
resting thercon. Horizontalg and per- 
pendiculars, {second figure on page 7,} 
allude to the penalty of tho obtigation, 
when I swore ] would have my throat 
eut across frorn car to car, my tongue 
torn out by the roots, and my body bu- 
ried in the rough sands of the sea, a ca- 
ble’s length from shore, at low, water 
wark, where the tide ebbs and flows 
twice in twenty-four hours. 

Master—Thank you, brother. What 
are tokens? 

Senior Warden—Certain friendly grips, 
whereby one brother can tel! another in 
the dark as well as in the light. 

{The Worshipful Master continues to 
question the Seuior Warden as to tho 
grips of an Entered Apprentiee in nearly 
the sume manner as a new candidate is 
questioned on his initiation, (see page 11,) 
and the replies are the same.) 

Master—Where was you first prepared 
to be made a Mason ? 

Scuior Wardeu—In a room adjacent to 
the body of a just and lawtully consti- 
tuted Lodge. 

Master—How was you prepared? 

Senior Wardeun—I was divested of al 
metallic substances; neither naked vor 
clothed, barcfoot nor shod; hood-wink- 
ed; with a cable-tow about my neck; in 
which situation I was led to the door of 
the Lodge by one whom I afterwards 
fonnd to be er 

Master—How did yon know this to be 
a door, you being hood-winked? 

Senior Warden—By first meeting re- 
sistance, and afterwards gaining admit- 
tance. 

Master—How gained you admission ? 

Senior Warden—By three distinet 
knocks without, which were answered 
by three from within. 

[Tho Master continues his inquiries ag 
to the manner that the Senior Warden 
was initiated into the Lodge. The War- 
den answers caeli question by telling, in 
preciso words, what was said and donc to 
him on his initiation, Both the questions 
and answers are cxactly those given on 
pages 9 to 11, where a eandidite is going 
through his initiation, exeept that they 
are here spoken of in the past tense—the 
Warden replying that he did so and so 
on his first entranee into the Lodge, &c.} 

Master—Atter your initiation into the 
mysteries of our Craft, what tools were 
you presented with ? 

Senior Warden—The working tools of 
an Entered Apprentice Mason, 

Master— What were they ? 
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Senior Warden—The twenty-four inch 
gtiage and common gavel. 

Master—How were they explained? 

Senior Warden—The twenty-four inch 
guage is an instrument made use cf by 
operative masons to measure and lay out 
tucir work; but we, 23 Free and Ac- 
+'pted Masons, are taught to make use of 
ii for the more noble and glorious pur- 
pose of dividing our time. The twenty- 
aour inches on the guage are emblemati- 
cal of the twenty-four hours of the day, 
whieh we are taught to divide into three 
equal parts, whereby we find eight hours 
for the service of God and a distressed 
worthy brother, cight for our usual voea- 
tion, and eight for refreshment and sieep. 
The common gavel is aninstrument made 
uss of by opcrative masons to break off 
the corners of rough stones, the better 
to fit them for the builder’s nse , but we, 
as Free and Accepted Masons, are 
saught to make use of it for the more 
noble and glorious purpose of divesting 
our hearts and consciences of all the 
vices and superfluities of Jife; thereby 
fitting our minds, as living stoncs, for that 
spiritual building, that house not made 
with hands, eternal in the Heavens. 

Master—Waat was you next presented 
with ? 

Senior Warden—A new name, 

Mastey—What was that? 

Senior Warden—CauTION, 

Master-—-What does it teach? 

Senior Warden—It teaches me, as I 
was barely instructed in tho rudiments of 
Masonry, that I should be cautious over 
all my words and actions, especially when 
before its enemies, 

Master—W hat was you next presented 
with? 

Sen. Warden—Thrce precious jewels. 

Master—What were they ? 

Senior Warden—A listening ear, a si- 
lent tongue, and a faithful heart. 

Master—VWhat do they tcach? 

Senior Warden—A listening ear teach- 
e3 me to listen to the instructions of the 
Worshipful Master, but more especially 
to the cries of a worthy distressed bro- 
ther. A silent tongue teaches me to be 
silentin the Lodge, that the peace and 
harmony thereof may not be disturbed ; 
but more especially before the enemies 
of Masonry. A faithful heart, that I 
should be faithtul, and keep and conceal 
the secrets of Masonry, and those of a 
brother, when delivercd to me iu charge, 
a3 such; that they may remain as secure 
and inviolable iu my breast as in his own 
before they were communicated to me. 

Master— VV hat was next given to you? 
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Senior Warden—The Grand Muaster’s 
check-word, 

Master—What was that? 

Senior Warden—TRUTH. 

Master—liow explained? 

Senior Warden—Truth is a divine at- 
tribute, and the foundation cf every vir- 
tue. To be good aud true, are the first 
lessons we are taught in Masonry. On 
this theme we contemplate, and by its 
dictates endeavor to regulate our con- 
duet; hence, while influenced by this 
prineiple, hypocrisy and deceit are un- 
known amongst us. Sincerity and plain- 
dealing distinguish us ;,and the heart and 
tongue join in promoting each other's 
welfare, and rejoicing in each other's 
prosperity. 

Master —After your full initiation into 
the Lodge, what followed? 

Senior Warden—I was conducted to 
the north-east corner thereof, and there: 
caused to stand upright like a man, my 
feet forming a square; and I then re- 
ceived a solemn injunetion, ever to walk 
and act uprightly before God and man— 
to submit conscientiously and truly to 
the Government of the country, and both 
in my private relations and outward de- 
meanor to be particularly careful to 
avoid censure or reproach—nevecr to re» 
veal the seeret doings inside a Lodge— 
and never to reeommend an unworthy 
person as a candidate for the honors of 
our Craft. 

SECOND SECTION, 

Mastér—Brother, you have satisfied 
me as respects your initiation, but there 
remain many things yet unexplained: 
therefore. I should like to know the REA. 
SON why you was divested of all metal- 
lic snbstance ? 

Senior Warden—Because Masonry re- 
gards no man on account of his worldly 
wealth or honors; it is therefore the in- 
ternal and not the external qualifieations 
that recommend a man to Masons. 

Master—A second reason ? 

Senior Warden—Thcre was neither 
the sound of an ax, hammer, or any 
other mctal tool, heard at the building of 
King Solomon’s temple. 

Master—How could so stupendous a 
fabric be erected without the sound cf 
ax, hammer, or any other metal tool ? 

Senior Warden—Ali the stones wero 
hewed, squared, and numbered in the 
quarries where they were raised, all the 
timbers felled and prepared in the forests 
of Lebanon, and carried down to Joppa 
on floats, and taken from thence up to 
Jerusalem, and set up with wooden 
malls, prepared for that purpose ; which, 
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whon completod, every part thereof fit- 
ted with that exact nicety, that it had 
more the resemblance of the handiwork- 
manship of the Supreme Arehiteet of 
the universe, than of human hands, 

Master—Why was you neither naked 
nor elothed ? 

Senior Warden—As I was an objeet of 
distress at that time, it was to remind me, 
if ever I saw a friend, moro especially a 
brother in a like distressed situation, that 
I should contributo as liberally to his re- 
lief as his situation required, and my 
abilities would permit, without material 
injury to mysolf or family. 

Master—Why was you neither bare- 
foot nor shod? 

Senior Warden—It was an aneient Is- 
raelitish custom adopted among Masons: 
and we read in the book of Ruth con- 
cerning their mode and manner of re- 
deeming, and ehanging “for to eonfirm 
all things,a man plucked off his shoe 
and gavo it to his neighbor, and this was 
testimony in Isracl.” This then, thore- 
fore, we do in confirmation of a token, 
and as a pledge of our fidelity ; thereby 
signifying that we will renounce our own 
will in ail things, and become obedient to 
the laws of our ancient institution. 

Master—Why was you hood-winked ? 

Senior Warden—That my heart might 
be taught to coneeal, before my eyes bo- 
held the beauties of Masonry, 

Master—A second reason ? 

Senior Warden—<As I was in darkness 
at that time, it was to remind me that I 
should keep fho whole world so respect- 
ing Masonry. 

Master—Why had you a cable-tow 
about your neek ? 

Senior Warden—For two reasons, 
First, iad I not submitted to the manner 


and mode of my initiation, that I might. 


have been led out of the Lodge without 
€eeing tho form and beauties thereof. 
Secondly, had I recanted before being 
obligated, and mado my cscape, the peo- 
plo in the streets would havo thought me 
either a erazy or a mad man; and some 
worthy Mason knowing my situation 
would have led me immediately back to 
the Lodge. 

Masior—Why did you give three dis- 
tinct knocks at the door? 

Senior Warden—To alarm tho Lodge, 
and let the Worshipful Master, Wardens, 
and brethren know that a poor blind 
candidate prayed admission, 

Master—VW/hat do these three distinct 
knoeky allude to? 

Senior Warden-—~A certain passage in 
Scripture wherein it says, “ Ask and it 
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shall be given, seek and ye shall find, 
kuock and it shall be opened unto you.” 

Master— llow did you apply this to 
your then ease in Masonry ? 

Senior Warden—I asked the recom- 
mendations of a friend to become a Ma- 
son, I sought admission through his rè- 
commendations, aud knoeked, and tho 
door of Masonry opened unto me. 

Master—W hy was you caused to enter 
on the point of somo sharp instrument, 
pressing your naked left breast ? 

Senior Warden—As this was a torture 
to my flesh, so might the reeolloction of 
it ever be to my heart and conscience if 
ever I attempted to reveal the secrets of 
Masonry unlawfully. 

Master—Why was you conducted to 
the eenter of tho Lodge, and there eauged 
to kneel for the benefit of a prayer? 

Senior Warden—Beforo entering on 
this, or any other great and important 
undertaking, it is highly necessary to im- 
plore a blessing from Deity. 

Master—Why was you asked in whom 
you put your trust? 

Senior Warden—Agracable to the laws 
of onr aneient institution, no athcist 
eould be made a Mason; it was there- 
fore necessary that I should profess a 
belief in Deity, otherwise, no oath or 
obligation eouwld bind me. 

Master—Why did the Worshipful Mas- 
ter take you by tho right band, and bid 

ou rise, follow your loader, and fear no 
danger? 

Senior Warden—As I was in darkness 
at that time and could neither foresee nor 
avoid danger, it was toremind me that I 
was in the hands of an affectionate 
friend, in whose fidelity I might with 
safety confide. 

Master—Why was you conducted three 
times regularly round the Lodge ? 

Senior Warden—That the Worshipful 
Master, Wardens, and brethren might 
see that I was duly and truly prepared. 

Master—Why did you meet with those 
geveral obstrnetions on the way ? 

Senior Warden—This and every other 
Lodge is, or ought to be, a true repres 
sentation of King Solomon’s temple, 
whieh, when completed, had guards stas 
tioned at the east, west and south gates. 

Master—Why had they guards statione 
od at those several! gates? 

Senior Warden—To prevent any from 
passing or repassing that was not duly 
quaufied. 

Master--Why did you kneel on your 
left knee, and not on your right, or both ? 

Senior Warden—Tho left side has ever 
becn considered the weakest part of the 
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body, it was therefore to remind me that 
the part I was now taking upon me waa 
the weakest part of Masonry, it being 
(hat only of an Eutered Apprentice. 

Master—Why was your right hand 
piaced on the Holy Bible, square and 
compass, and not your icit, or both ? 

Senior Warden—The right hand has 
ever been considered the seat of fidelity, 
and our ancient brethren worshiped a 
deity under the name of FIDES, which 
has beeu sometimes represented by two 
right bands joined together; at others, 
by two human figures holding each other 
by the right hand ; the right hand, there- 
fore, we use in this great and important 
undertaking, to signify in the strongest 
manner possible the sincerity of our in- 
tentions in the business we are engaged. 

Master—Why did the Worshipful Mas- 
ter present you with a lamb-skin. or white 
apron ? 

Senior Warden—The lamb-skin has, in 
all ages, been deemed an embiem of in- 
nocence ; he, therefore, who wears the 
lamb-skin, as a badge of a Mason, is 
thereby continually reminded of that pu- 
rity of life and’ rectitude of conduct 
which is so essentially necessary to our 
gaining admission into the Celestial 
Lodge above, where the Supreme Ar. 
chitect of the Universe presides. 

Master—Why did the Master make a 
demand of you, of something of a metal. 
lic nature ? 

Senior Warden—As I was in a poor 
and pennyless situation at that timo, it 
was to remind me if ever I saw a friend, 
but more especially a brother, in the like 
poor and pennyless situation, that I 
should contribute as liberally to his re- 
lief as my abilities would admit and his 
situation required, without injuring my- 
self or family. 

Master—Why was you conducted to 
the north-east corner of the Lodge, and 
there caused to stand upright like a man, 
your feet forming a square, receiving at 
the same time a solemn charge ever to 
walk and act uprightly before God and 
man ? 

Senior Warden—The first stone in 
every Masonic edifice is, or ought to be, 
placed at the north-east corner, that be- 
ing the place where an Entered Appren- 
tice Mason receives his first instructions 
to build his future Masonic edifice upon. 

THIRD SECTION. 

Master—We have been saying a good 
deal about a Lodge. I want to know 
what constitutes a Lodge ? 

Senior Warden—A certain number of 
Free and Accepted Masons, duly as. 


sembled io a room, or place, with the 
Hoty Bible, square and compass, and 
Other Masonic implements, with a char. 
ter from the Grand Lodge empowering 
them to work, 

Master—Where did our ancfent bre 
thren meet, before Lodges were erected ? 

Senior Wardeu—On the highest hills, 
and in the lowest vales. 

Master—Why on the highest hills, and 
in the lowest vales ? 

Senior Warden—The better to guard 
against cowans and enemies, either as- 
cending or descending, that the brethren 
might have timely notice of their ap- 
proach to preveut being surprised. 

Master—What is the form of your’ 
Lodge ? 

Senior Warden—An obloug square, 

Master—How long ? 

Senior Warden—From east to west, 

Master—How wido ? 

Senior Warden—Between north and 
south, 

Master—How high ? 

Senior Warden—From the surface of 
the earth to the highest heaven. 

Master—How deep? 

Senior Warden—From the surface fo 
the center. 

Master—What supports your Lodge? 

Senior Warden—Three large columns 
or pillars. 

Master—Wohat are their names? 

Senior Warden—Wisdom, Strength, 
and Beauty. 

Master—Why 80? 

Senior Warden—DBecause it is neces- 
sary there should be wisdom to contrive, 
strength to support, and beauty to adorn 
all great and important undertakings ; 
but more especially this of ours. 

Master—Has your Lodge any covering? 

Senior Warden—It has; a clouded ca. 
nopy, or starry-decked heaven, where all 
good Masons hope to arrive. 

Master—How do they hope to arrive 
there ? 

Senior Warden—By the assistance of 
Jacob’s ladder. 

Master—How many principal rounds 
bas it got? 

Senior Warden—Thret. 

Master—What are their names ? 

Senior Warden— Faith, Hope, and 
Charity 

Master—What do they teach ? 

Senior Warden—F aith in God, hope in 
immortality, and charity to all mankind. | 

Master—Has your Lodge any furni- 
ture ? 

Senior Warden—It has; the Holy Bi 
ble, squaru, and compasses, 
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Master—To whom are they dedicated? 

Senior Warden—Tho Bible to God, 
the square to tho Master, and the cous 
passes to the Craft. 

Master—IHow explained? 

Senior Wardcn—The Bible to God, it 
being the inestimable gift of God to 
man, for his fstruction, to guide him 
tyrough the rugged paths of life; the 
square to the Master, it being the proper 
emblem of his office; the compasses to 
the Craft, by a due attention to which, 
wo are taught to limit our desires, curb 
our ambition, subdue our irregular appe- 
tites, and keep our passions and preju- 
dices in due bounds with all mankind, 
but moro especialy with the brethren. 

Master—Has your Lodge any orna- 
ments ? 

Senior Warden—It has; the Mosaic, 
or chequered pavement; the indented 
tassel, that beautiful tasselated border 
which surrounds it; with the blazing 
star in the center. 

Master—W hat do they represent? 

Senior Warden—The Mosaic, or che- 
quered pavement, represents this world, 
which, though chequered over with good 
and evil, yet brethren may waik together 
thereon and net stumble—the indented 
tassel, with the blazing star in the center, 
the manifold blessings and comforts with 
which we are surrounded in this life, but 
more especially those which we hopo to 
enjoy hereafter—the blazing star, that 
prudence which ought to appear con- 
spicuous in the conduct of every Mason, 
but more especially commemorative of 
the star which appeared in the éast, to 
guide the wise men ef Bethlehem, to 
proclaim the birth and prescace of the 
Son of God. 

Master—Has your Lodge any Lghts? 

Senior Warden—It has three. 

Master—-Ilow are they situated? 

Senior Warden—LHast, west, and south. 

Master—Has it none in the north ? 

Senior Warden—}t has not. 

fdaster-—W hy so? 

Senior Warden—Because this and ev- 
ery other Lodgo is, or ought to he, a true 
representation of King Solomon’s tem- 
ple, which was situated north of the 
ecliptic; the eun and moon, therefore, 
darting their rays from tho south, no 
light was to be expected from the north ; 
we, therefore, Masonicaly, term the 
north a place of darkness, 

Master—Has your lodge any jewels? 

Senior Warden—It has six; three 
movable, and three immovable. 

Master—What aro thoso three jewels 
thar you call movatle ? 
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Senior Wardcn—The square, level, 
and plumb. 

Master—What do they teach? 

Senior Warden—The square, mortal. 
ity ; the level, equality ; and the plumb, 
rectitude of lifo and conduct. 

Master—What are the three immovable 
jewels ? 

Senior Warden—-The rongh ashlar; 
the perfect ashlar, and the trestle-board 

Master—What are they ? 

Senior Warden—The rough ashlar is a 
stone in its rough and natural state, tha 
perfect asllar is also a stone, made. ready 
by the working tools of the Icllow Craft, 
to be adjusted in the building; and the 
trestle-board is for the master workinan 
to draw his plans and designs upon. 

Master—What do they represent ? 

Senfor Warden—The rough ashlar ree 
presents man in his rude and imperfect 
state by nature; tho perfect ashlar also 
represents mau in the state of perfec- 
tion, to which we all hope to arrive, by 
meaus of a virtuons life and education, 
our own endeavors and the blessing of 
God. Increcting our temporal building, 
we pursue the plans and desigus laid 
down by the master workman on his 
trestle-board; bmt in ereetiug our spirite 
ual building, we pursue the plans and 
designs laid down by the Supreme Gco- 
metrician of the Universe, in the book of 
Nature, which we, Masouically, term our 
spiritual trestle-board. 

Master—W hom did you serve ? 

Seuvior Warden—My master. 

Master—Llow long? 

Senior Warden—Six days, 

Master—What did you servo him with? 

Senior Warden—Freedom, fervencey, 
and zeal. 

Mastcr—What do they present ? 

Senior Warden—Chalk, charcoal, and 
olay. 

Master—W hy 60? 

Senior Warden—There is nothing freer 
than chalk, tlic slightest tonel of which 
leaves a trace behind, nothing more fer- 
vent than charcoal, for when properly 
heated, it will cause the most obdurate 
metals to yicld; nothing moro zealous 
than clay, or earth, to bring forth. 

Mastcr—How is your Lodgo situated 

Senier Warden—Due east and west. 

Master—Why so? 

Senior Warden—Because the sun rises 
in the east, and sets in the west 

Master—A second reason ? 

Senior Warden—- Because the gospel 
was first preached in the east, and is 
spreading to the west. 

Master—A third reason ? 
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Senior Warden—The liberal arts and 
sciences began in the east, and aro cx- 
tending to the west. 

Master—A fourth reason ? 

Senior Warden—Pecause all ehurehes 
and chapels are, or sbould be so situated. 

Master—Why are all ehurches and 
chapels so situated ? 

Senior Warden—Because King Solo- 
mon’s temple was so situated. 

Master—Why was King Solomon’s 
temple so situated ? 

Senior Warden—Because Moses, after 
conducting the ehildren of Israel through 
the Red Sea, by divine command, erect- 
ed a tabernacle to God, and placed it 
due east and west, which was to com- 
memorate, to the latest posterity, that 
miraculous east wind that wrought their 
mighty deliverance ; and this was an ex- 
act model of Solomon’s temple. Sinee 
that time, every well regulated and gov- 
erned Lodge is, or ought to be so situated. 

Master—To whom did our ancient bre- 
thren dedicate their Lodges ? 

Senior Warden—To King Solomon, 

Master— Why so? 

Senior Warden—Because King Solo- 
mon was our most ancient Grand Master. 

Master——-To whom do modern Masons 
Gedđicate their Ledges? 

Senior Warden—To St. John the Bap- 
tist and St. John the Evangelist. 

Master— Why 50? 

Senior Warden—Beeause they wero 
the two most eminent Christian patrons 
of Masonry; and sineo their time, in 
every well regulated and governed 
Lodge, there has been a certain point 
within the circle, which circle is bound- 
edon the east and west by two perpen- 
dicular parallel lines, representing the 
anniversary of St. John the Baptist, and 
St. John the Evangelist, who were per- 
fect parallels, as well in Masonry as 
Christianity ; on the vertex of which 
rests ihe book of the Holy Scriptures, 
supportiug Jacob’s ladder, which is said 
to reach the watery elouds ; and in pass- 
ing round this eircle, we naturally touch 
on both these perpendicular parallel 
lines, as well as the book of the Holy 
Scriptures, and while a Mason keeps 
himself thus circumserived, he cannot 
materially err. 

This ends the Lecture. The Worship- 
ful Master now gives one rap with his 
gavel, which brings the Junior Deacon 
on his feet, and says—Brother Junior, 
the last, as well as tho first. care of con- 
gregaied Masons ? 

Junior Deacon—To seo the Lodge 
tyled, Worshipful 
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Master—Attend to that part of your 
duty, and inform the Tyler that we are 
about to elose this Lodge ot Entered Ap- 
prentice Masons, 

Junior Deaeon steps to the door and 
informs the Tyler that the Lodge is 
about to be closed, and directs him to 
tyle accordingly ; he then returns to his 
seat and says— We are tyled, Worshipful. 

Master—How tyled ? 

Junior Deacon—With secresy and bro.» 
therly love ; also a brother of this degree 
without the door, with a drawn sword in 
his hand, 

The same questions as at the opening 
are now asked by the Master as to the 
respeetive positions and duties of the 
several offieers of the Lodge, and the 
same replies given. He then reads ihe 
following elosing eharge from the Ma- 
sonic Text Book: ~ 

Brethren, as we are about to quit this 
place and mix again with the world, I 
would warn you not to forget the duties 
which you have heard so frequently in- 
eulcated, and so forcibly recommended in 
this Lodge. Be dilligent, prudent, tem- 
perate and discreet; and remember that 
around this altar you have promised to 
befriend and relieve every worthy bro- 
ther who shall need your assistanee, Be 
ye, then, all of one mind; livo in peace ; 
and may the God of love and peace de- 
light to dwell with and bless you. 

Master (rising)—It is my will and plea- 
suro that this Lodge of Entcred Appren- 
tice Masons be now elosed, and stand 
closed till our next regular communica- 
tion, unless convened by some sudden 
emergency; in which case, due and 
timely notice will be given. Brotber 
Senior Warden, you will communicate 
the same to the Junior Warden in tho 
south, that the brethren present may 
have due and timely notice, &ce. [The 
Senior Warden informs the Junior War- 
den, and he the brethren, as above.) 

Master—May the blessing of Heaven 
rest upon us, and ail regular Masons, 
may brotherly love prevail, and every 


moral and social virtue cement us, Bu 
mote it be. Amen. 
Here the signs are given. [See p. 7.] 


Master—How do Masons meet, Brother 
Senior? 

Senior Warden—On the level, Wor- 
shipful. 

Master—How do Masons part, Brother 
Junior? 

Junior Yarden—On the square, Wor. 
shipful. 

Rlaster—So let us meet, and so let us 
part, in the name of the Lord 
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SECOND DEGREE. 


A LODGE OF FELLOW CRAFT MASONS. 


The ceremonies in opening, closing, 
and conducting the business of a Lodge 
in this degree, are precisely the same as 
those in an Entered Apprentico’s Lodge, 
except that there is a difference in the 
signs, andin some minor details, which 
will be explained in due course. Five 
officers can open a Lodgo in this degree, 
viz.: Master, two Wardens, and two 
Deacons ; but it is customary to have a 
Secretary and Treasurer in addition. On 
assembling at the Lodge the Worshipful 
Master puts on his hat (which, indeed, is 
the custom in each degree,) and rising, 
Bays: 

Master— Brethren, I am about to open 
a Lodge of Fellow Craft Masons, in this 
place, for the dispatch of business, and 1 
will thank you for your agsistance. Wv- 
ery person present who is not of this 
degres will please to retire. 

Master sits down, gives one rap with 
the gavel, and s2zys: Brother Senior 
Warden, you will receive the pass-vword 
in the west, and send it up to the east, 

The Senior and Junior Deacons thers- 
upon go to the Senior Warden and whis- 
per the pans-word of this degree in his 
ear. [Itis SUIBRBOLETH! Jn late years, 
since all the doings and pass-words inside 
the Lodge have been made public, the 
JVodges have peculiar modes of their own 
to pronounce them.] 

Senior Warden to Doacons—The word 
{3 right in the west; you wil reveive it 
nm the brethren, and carry it up to the 
east. 

The two Deacons then go round among 
fhe brethren and receive tho word by 
holding one car close to the mouth of 
each person who imparts it, and it is 
spoken in the lowest possible whisper. 
Any Fellow Craft Mason present who 
cannot pronounce it right is ordered out 
into the other room, and inust there he ex- 
amined fo see what is the matter. After 
receiving it from all the members pre- 
sent, tho Deacons go to the Worshipful 
Master end whisper it iu bis ear. 
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Master—The pass-word is correctly 
given, and I wili now proceed to opeu a 
Lodge of Fellow Craft Masons, Brother 
Secretary, you will read the minutes of 
our last meeting. 

The Secretary reads the minutes, and 
the business of the Lodge proceeds as in 
the Inntered Apprentice’s Degree. Should 
there be a candidate for advancement, 
the Worshipful Master directs the Dea 
cons to instruct him, The candidate ts 
taken into the preparation room by the 
Junior Deacon, and prepared in the man. 
ner folowing: All his clothing taken off, 





except his shirt; furnished with a pair of 
drawers; bis right breast bare; his left 
foot in a slipper; the right foot bare; a 
cable-tow twice round his neck; semi- 
hood-winked, or the right eye blinded; 
in which situation he {s conducted to the 
door of the Lodge, where he gives two 
knocks, when the Senior Warden rises 
and 8Iys8 ; 

Senior Warden, to Master~Worship- 
ful, while wo are peaceably at work on 
the Second Degree of Masonrv, under 
tho iniluence of Faith, Hope and Charity, 
tho door of our Lodge is alarmed. 

Master, to Senior Deacon—-Erother 
Senior, attend to the cause of that alarm, 
and see who comes there. 

The Senior Deacon goes to the door 
nnd gives two raps on the iuside in an- 
sver iv those outside. Candidate (or 
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Junior Deacon for him) then gives a 
asle rap, and tben partly opens the 
oor. 

Senior Deacon—Who comes here? 
Who comes here? 

Junior Deacon—A worthy brother, 
who has been regularly initiated as an 
Entered Apprentice Mason, served a 
proper time as such, and now wishes for 
further light in Masonry, by being passed 
to ine degree of Fellow Craft, 

Senior Deacon, to candidate—ls it of 
your own frec will and accord you make 
this request? 

Candidate—It is. 

Senior Deacon to Juvior Deacon—lIs 
he duly and truly prepared t 

Junior Deacon—He is. 

Senior Deacon—Is he worthy and well 
qualified ? 

Junior Deacon—He is. 

Senior Deacon—Has ho made suitable 
proficiency in the preceding degrec? 

Junior Deacon—tHie has, 

Senior Deacon—By what further right 
does he expect to obtain this benefit, and 
gcin admission to cur Lodge? 

Junior Deacon—Ly the benefit of a 
pass-word. 

Seaior Deacon—Iias he a pzss-word? 

_ Junior Deacon —He has not, but I 
dave it for him, 

Serior Deacon—Advance, and give it 
to me. 

Tho Junior Deacon steps forward and 


<> sVhispers SHIBBOLETH in tae ear of his 


Senior. 

Senior Deacon—The pass is right ; and 
‘since this i3 the case, you will wait until 
the Worshipful Master in the east is 
made acquainted with your request, and 
his answer returned, 

The Senior Deacon now goes to the 
Master and gives two rans, us at the 
door, which are answered by two from 
the Master; when the same questions are 
asked, and answers returned, as at the 
door, 

Master to Senior Deacon—Since he 
comes indued with all these necessary 
qualifications, lct him euter this Wor- 
shipful Lodge in the namie of the Lord, 
and take heed on what he enters. 

The door is now opened and the can- 
didate enters, conducted by the Junior 
Deacon. 

Senior Deacon to candidate—Brother, 
when you entered this Lodge tho frst 
{ime, yor entered on the point cf the 
Compass preszing your naked left breast, 
whith was then explained to you. You 
now enter it on the an zle of the Square 
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is to teach you to act upon the snurra 
with all mankind, but moro especially 
with a brother Mason. 

The candidate is then conducted twice 
regularly round the Lodge, and while hoe 
is thus walking the Worshipiul Master 
reads from the seventh chapter of Amos, 
verses 7 and 8: Thus he showed me, and 
behold tke Lord stood upon a wall made 
by & plumb line, with a plumb line in his 
hand. And the Lord said unto me, Amos, 
what seest thou? An»d I said, a plumb 
line. Then the Lord said, behold I will 
set a plumb line in the midst of my peo- 
ple Israel; I will not again pass by them 
any more. 

By the time tho reading is ended, the 
candidate has made his second revolution 
around the Lodge, and he now halts be- 
fore the Junior Warden in the south, 
where he gives two raps, and is answer. 
ea by two, when the same questions are 
asked and answers returned as at tho 
door. From thence he is conducted to 
the Senior Werden in the west, where 
the same questions are asked, and an- 
swers returned as before. He is then 
concucted to the Worshipful Master in 
tho east, where the same questions are 
asked, and answers returned, 

Master to Senior Deacon—From 
whence came you, and whither are you 
traveling ? 

Senior Deacon—From the west, and 
traveling to the east. 

Master—Why do you leave the west 
and journey towards the cast? 

Senior Deacon—We are in scarch of 
more light in Masonry. 

BMaster—Since this is the case, you will 
pioase conduct the candidate back to tho 
west, from whence ho came, and put him 
in the care of the Scnior Warden, who 
will teach him how to approach the casi, 
the place of light, by advancing upon 
two upright regular steps to the second 
step; [the hecl of the left foot is placed 
in the hollow of the right foot, in this de. 
gree}; his feet forming the right angle of 
an oblong squaro, and his body erect at 
the altar before the Worshipful Master ; 
and cause him to kneel, in duo form, ta 
take the solemn oath or obligation of a 
Fellow Craft Mason. 

Tke Senior Warden receives and in- 
structs the candidate, directing him to 
step off with his left foot, and then with 
his right, and then bring the heel of the 
left foot in the hollow of the rigkt. a 
then kneels on his right knee betoro the 
altar, making his left knee form a square. 
Eis left arm, as far as the elbow, should 


pressing your uaced ight breast, which | be beld in a horizontal position, aud the 
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rest of the arm fo a variicel position, | allof which, I do most solemnly and sim 


forming another square-—-his arm sup- 
ported by the square, held uncer his 
elbow. 

Master leaves his seat, approaches the 
neeling candidate, and says-—rother, 
igs are now placed in a proper position 

o tako on you the golemn oath, or obli- 
pation, of a Fellow Craft Mason, which 
Laxsure you, like your former obligation, 
will not interfere with your duty to your 
country or your Maker. if you are 
willing to take it, repeat your name, and 
say after mo:--I, John Smith, of my 
own froe will and accord, in tho pre- 
senco of Almighty God, and this Wor- 
shipful Lodge of Fehow Craft Masons, 
erected to God, and dedicated to the holy 
order of St..Johns, do hereby and hercon 
most solemnly and sincerely promise and 
swear, in ailditiou to my former obliga- 
tion, that ï wil not give the secrcts of 
the dogree of a Fellow Craft Mason to 
any one of an inferior degree, nor to any 
other being in the known world, except 
it bo to a true and lawiul brother, or 
brethren eHow Creft Masous, or within 
the body of a just and lawfully consti- 
tuted Lodve of such; and not unto him 
nor unto them whom I shall hear go to 
be, but unto him and unto them only 
whom I shall find so to be, after strict 
trial and due examination, or lawful in- 
formation. Furthermore, do I promise 
and swear, that I will not knowingly 
wrong this Lodge, nor a brothor of this 
degree, to the valuo of two cents, my- 
self, nor suffor it to be dono by others, 
if in my power to preventit. Further- 
more, do Í promise and swear, that I will 
support the Constitution of tho Grand 
Lodge of the United States, and of the 
Grand Lodge of this State, under which 
this Lodge is held, and conform to all the 
bye-laws, rules, and regulations of this, 
or any other Lodge, of which I may, at 
any time hereafter, becomo a member. 
Furthermoro, do I promise and swear, 
that I will obey all regular signs and 
eummonses given, handed, seut, or thrown 
to me by the hand of & brothor Fellow 
Craft Mason, or from the body of a just 
aud lawfully constituted Lodge of such ; 
provided it bo withln the length of my 
cable-tow, or a square and angle of my 
work, Furthermore, do L promise end 
swear, that I will be sicing and assisting 
all poor and indigent brethren Fellow 
Cratts, their widows and orphans, where- 
soever dispersed round tho globe, they 
applying to ma as such, and I finding 
them worthy, as far as in my power, 
Without injuring myself or family To 


cerely premise and swear, without any 
hesitation, mental reservation, or self 
evasion of mind in me whatover, binding 
myself under no less penalty than to 
havo my left breast torn open, my heart 
and vitals taken from thence, thrown 
over my left shoulder, and carried to the 
valley of Jehosaphat, there to become a 
prey to the wild beasts of the fleld, and 
vultures of the air, should I wilfully vio- 
late, or transgress any part of this, my 
solemn oath or obligation, of a Kcllow 
Craft Mason. So help me God, aud keep 
me steadfast in the due performance of 
the same, 

Master—Detach your hands and kiss 
the book twice. 

Candidate kisses the Biblo on the altar 
as directed, when the Senior Deacon 
moves the bandage which has blinded 
candidate's right eyo, go that it covers 
both his eyes, leaving him eutirely hooa- 
winkod, 

Master Gaying his hand on candidate's 
head)—Brother, in your present situa- 
tion, what do you nost desire ? 

Candidate—-Moro light. 

Masrter-—-Bretiaren, form on the square, 
stretch forth your hands, and assist in 
brinying this new-mado brother to more 
light. [A short pause, and he continues. } 
And God eaid, Let there be light, and 
thero was licht, 

At tuis moment the Senior Deacon 
suddenly strips otf the bandago froin tho 
candidate’s eyes, while the brethren pre- 
sont clap their hands and stamp on the 
fioor, giving the grand shock, as in tho 
Entered Approntico’s degree, 

Mastor to candidate—Brother, on beo- 
ing brought to light, what do you dis: 
cover in this degree different from what 
you saw asan Intered Apprentice ? 

Candidato intimates that he secs no- 
thing diferent. 

Master—There is this difference: You 
behold ou the altar one point of the com- 
pass olevated above the squaro, whereas 
in the former degreo both points wero 
underneath This signifies to you that 
you havo received more light in Ma. 
sonry; and as one point is yet hid be- 
neath the square, so are you in darkness, 
agit regards one msterial point in Ma. 
sonry, [Tho Master stops off from tho 
candidate three or four steps, and con- 
tinues.} Brother, you now discover mo 
as Master of this Lodge, approaching 
you from the east, under the sign and 
due-guard of a Fellow Craft Mason; do 
as I do, as near as you can, keeping your 
position 
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This sign is given by Sign and Due-guard of 
taking hold of the lett a Fellow-Craft. 
breast, with the right 
hand, as though you 
intended to tear outa 
piece of it, then draw 
your hand, with the 
fingers partl 





clench. Li [St 
ed, from the left to the seh I 


ak | 
right side, with some UNS 
quickness, and drop it a Seti 
cown by your side.. e vV N 
The due-guard is giv- aben: 
en by raising the left ( ie i 


arm until that part of Up 
it between the elbow i! 
and shoulder is per- (e KE 


feetly horizontal, then | : 2 
\ —— 


raising the rest of the Li 
arm in & vertical posl- fat a 
tion, so that that parte Bee 


of the arm below the elbow, and that 
part above it, forms a square. The two 
are always given together, and are calicd 
the sign and due-guard of a Fellow Craft. 

Master—Brother, I now present you 
with my right hand, in token of brother- 
ly love and confidence, and with it tho 
pass-grip and word of a Fellow Craft 
Liason, 

The pass-grip is given by taking each 
other by the right hand, as though going 
to shake hands, aud each putting his 
thumb between the fore and second fin- 
ger, where they join the hands, and 
pressing the thumb between the joints. 


N 
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This is the regular pass-grip of a Fellow 
Craft Mason, and tho name of it is SHIB- 
BOLETH. Its origin is explained heré- 
after. In some Lodges the word is given 
in syllables, but usually it is pronounced 
entire. 

The real grip of a Fellow Craft Mason 
is given by putting the thumb on the 
joint of the second finger where it joins 
the hand, and then each one should 
crook his thumb so he can stick the nail 
into the joint of the other. The name 
of the’ grip is JACHIN, 





After the Worshipful Master has given 
the candidate these grips in due torn, he 
says—Arise, brother Jachin, froma square 
to a perpendicular; go and salute the Ju- 
nior and Senicr Wardens, and convince 
them that you have been regularly pass- 
ed to the degree of Fellow Craft. [The 
candidate goes and salutes the Wardens 
with the Fellow Craft sign, } 

After saluting the Wardens he is core 
ducted back to the Worshipful Master in 
the east, who thus addresses him: Bro- 
ther, I now bave the honor of presenting 


you with a lamb-skin apron, as before,\ 
which I hope you will continue to weer | 


with honor to yourself, and sativfaction 
to the brethren ; you will pleaso carry it 
to the Senior Warden in the West, who 
will teach you how to wear ii as a cl. 
low Craft Mason, 

The candidate goes to the Senior War- 
den, who ties on his apron, and turns up 
one corner of the lower end, tucking it 
under the apron string. 

Senior Warden—At the building of 
King Solomon’s Temple, the workmen 
were distinguished by the manner in 
which they wore their aprons, Fellow 
Crafts woro theirs in the manner I have 
here arranged. 

The candidate is again conducted by 
the Senior Deacon back to tho Worship- 
ful Master in the cast. 

Master—Brother, as you aro dressed, it 
is necessary you should bave tools to 
work with: I will, thereiore, present 
you with the tools of a Fellow Craft Ma- 
son, They are the plumb, square and 
level. ‘The plumb is an instrument made 
use of by operative Masons to raise per- 
pendiculars; the square, to square their 
work , and the level, to lay horizontals: 
but we, as Free and Accepted Masons, 
are taught to uso them for more nobio 
and glorious purposes, The plumb 
teaches us to walk uprightly, in our se- 
veral stations, before God and man; 
squaring our actions by the square of 
virtue; and remembering that we aro 
traveling on the level of time to that 
“undiscovered country, froin whose 
bourne no traveler returns.” I further 
present you with three precious jewels; 
their names are Faith, Hope, and Cha, 
rity ; they teach us to have faith in God, 


hope in immortality, and charity to all 


mankind. The greatest of these three 


| is Charity; for Faith may be lost in 


sight, Hope often ends in fruition, but 

Charity extends beyond the grave, 

through boundless realms of eternity.. 
The Senior Deacon now conducts the 


candidate back to the preparation room. 
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where he puta on his clothes, . While he 
is doing this tho Lodge is prepared for 
his reception with door cloth, columns, 
éc. When he is dressed, ho returns, 
and as he enters the door of the Lodge, 
the Senior Deacon says: ‘* We aro now 
to return to the midd!o chamber of King 
Solomcn’s Temple.” After they get iuz- 
side, he continues: 

Senior Deaeon—Brother, we keye now 
worked in speenlative Masonry, but our 
forefathers wrought both in speculative 
and operative Masonry, They worked 
et the building of King Solomon’s Tem: 
ple, and many other masonie cdifices ; 
they wrought six dayg; they did not 
work ou the seventh, beeause in six 
days God created the heavens and tho 
earth, and rested on the seventh day. 
Tho seventh, therefore, our ancient bre- 
thren couseerated as a day of rest; 
thereby enjoying more frequent oppor- 
tunities to cdntemplate. the glorious 
works of creation, and to adoro their 
great Creator. (Senior Deacon now 
steps forward a few steps.] Brother, the 
first thing that attraets our attenticn, are 
two large columns, or pillars, one on the 
left hand, and the other on the right; the 
name of the one on the left hand is BOAZ, 
and denotes strength; the name of the 
one on the right hand is J ACHIN, and de- 
notes establishment; they collectively 
güude to a passage in Scripture, wherein 
God has declared in his word, ‘In 
strength shall this houso be established.” 
‘These columns aro eightecn cubits high, 
twelve in circumferenee, and four in di- 
ameter; thoy are adorned with two large 
chapiters, one on eaeh, and these chapi- 
ters are ornamented with net work, lily 
work, and pomegranates ; they denote 
Unity, Peaeo, and Plenty. The net 
work, from {ts conneetion, denotes 
union; the lily work, from its whiteness, 
purity and peaee; and the pomegranate, 
trom the oxubecranee of its sced, denotes 
plenty. They also havo two large globes, 
or balls, one on eaeh; theso globes, or 
bails, eontain, on their convex surfaees, 
all the maps and charts of the celestial 
and terresirial bodies; they are ‘said to 
be thus extensive, to denote the univer- 
sality of Masonry, and that a Mason’s 
charity ought to bo equally extensive. 
Their composition ig molten, or east 
brass; they were east on tho banks of 
tho river Jordan, in the clay-ground be- 
tween Suecdth and Zaradatha, where 
King Solomon ardered theso and all 
other holy vessels to be east. They were 
cast hollow ; and were four inches, or a 
hand’s breadth thick; they wero cast 
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hollow, the better to withstand inunda- 
tions and conflagrations; they were the 
archives of Masonry, and coutaixed the 
eonstitution, rolls, amd reeords, [The 
Senior Deacon having explained the eo- 
lumng, he passes: between them, advances 
a step or two, observing as he advances:] 
Brother, we will pursue our travels; the 
next thing that we come to, is a lony, 
winding stair-ease, with three, five, seven, 
steps, or more. Tho three first allude to’ 
the threo principal supports in Masonry, 
viz.: Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty ; 
the five steps ellude to the five orders 
in architeeture, and the five human 
senses. ‘Cho five orders in arehitocture 
are, the Tue¢an, Dorie, Ionic, Corinthian, 
and Composite; tha five human senses 
aro hearing, seeing, feeling, smelling, 
and tasting; the three first of which, 
have over veen highly essential among 
Masons: hearing, to hear the word; 
secing, to sce the sign; and feeling, te 
feel the grip, whereby one Mason may 
know another in the dark as weil as in 
the light. The soven steps allude to tio 
seven sabbatical years; seven yeare of 
famine ; seven years in building the term- 
ple ; seven golden eandlesticks ; seven 
wonders of the world; seven plancts; 
but, more espeeially, the seven liberal 
arts and sciences, whieh are grammar, 
rhetoric, logic, arithinetic, geometry, 
music, and astronomy; for this, and many 
other reasons, the number seven ha3 
ever been held in high estimation among 
Masons. [Advancing a few steps iur- 
ther, the Senior Deacon continues :} 
Brother, the next thing we como to ia 
the outer door of the middlcgehamber of 
King Solomon’s Temple, wHich is partly 
open, but closely tyled by the Junior 
Warden. 

Junior Warden [acting as Tyler]— 
Who comes here? who eomes here ? 

Senior Deacon—A Vellow CraftMason, 

Junior Warden—How do you expect 
to gain admission? 

Senior Deacon—By a pass, and a to» 
ken of a pass. 

Junior Warden—Givo them. 

Tho candidate, prompted by tho Se 
nior Deacon, gives tlic sign of a Fellow 
Craft, beforo explained, and the pass 
SHIBBOLETH, 

Junior Wardcn—-What does It denote? 

Senior Deacoun—Plenty, 

Junior Warden—How ig it represented? 

Senior Deaeon——By a sheaf of wheat 
suspended near a water-ford. 

Junior Warden—Why was this pass 
instituted ? 

Senior Deacon-—In conseqnence of a 
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quarrel wiih had long existed between 
Jephihah, Judge of Israel, and the 
Ephraimites; the latter of which had 
iong been a stubborn, rebellious people, 
whom Jephthah had enceavored to sub- 
ĝue by lenient measures, but to no ef- 
fect. The Ephraimites being highly in- 
e-nsed against Jephthah, for not being 
ealled to fight aud share in the rich spoils 
© the Ammoniuish war, assembled a 
mighty army, and passed over the river 
Jordan to give Jephthah battle; but ho, 
being apprised of their approach, called 
together the men of Isracl, and gave 
them battle, and pat them to flight; and 
to make his victory moro complete, he 
ordered guards to be placed at the differ- 
ent passes On the banks of tho river Jor- 
dan, znd commanded, if the Epbraimiics 
passed that way, that they shouid pro- 
nounce the word SHIBBOLETH ; but they, 
beice of a different trite, pronounced it 
SIP BOLETH ; which trifling defect proved 
them rpies, and cost them their lives: 
and thsro fell that day, at the dierent 
passes on the banks of the river Jordan, 
forty and two thousand, This word was 
also used by our ancient brethren to dis- 
tinguish a friend from s& foe, and has 
since becn adopted as a proper Ppass- 
word, to bo given beforo entering any 
well regulated and governed Lodge of 
Fellow Craft Masons, (‘This and many 
other tokens, or gripe, aro frequently 
given by stranger Masons, when frst in- 
troduced to each other. If given to a 
Mason, he will immediately return it. 
They can be given in company unob- 
gerved, when shaking hands, 

Junior Warden—Since this is the case, 
you wil pass on tothe Senior Warden in 
the wost for further examination. 

As they proceed towards the Senior 
Werden, the Senior Deacon says io can- 
Gidate—Brother, the next thing wo come 
to, is the inner door of tbe middle cham- 
ber of Hing So.omcn’s Temple, which 
we find partly open, bat moro closely 
tyled by the Senior Varden. 

Senior Worden [acting aa Tyicr to the 
sipposed chamberj—Vrvho cotaes here ? 
who comes here? 

Senior Deaccu-—-A Follow Craft Mason, 

Senior Warden--How do you expect to 
gain admission ? 

Senior Deacon—E7 the grin and word 

Senior Wardern—Give them. 

Candidate takes Senior Warden by the 
Fellow Craft grip, [seo paga 22,) and 
gsavs JACHIN. 

senior Warden—They are right; you 
can pass cn. 
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Gidate towards the Worshipful Master in 
the enst, who says: 

Master=~Who comes here? who comes 
here ? . 

Senior Deacon—A, Fellow Craft Mason. 

Master, to the candidate—Brother, you 
have been admitted into the middie cham- 
ber of King Solomon's Temple, for the 
sake of the letter G. It denotes Deity, 
before whom we all ought to bow with 
reverence, worship, and adoration, if 
also denotes geometry, the tifth sciences 
it being that on which this degree way 
principally founded. By geometry, we 
may curiously trace Nature through her 
various windings to her most concealed 
recesses, By iè wo may discover tbo 
power, the wisdom, and the gooduess oF 
the Grand Artificer of the Univerge, and 
view with delight the proporticns which 
connect this vast machine. 

This ends the advancement to the sce 
cond degree, after which the Worshipful 
Master delivora to tko new brotaer the 
folowing charge: 

Moste1—Brother, being advanced to 
the sscond degree of Masonry, we cone 
gratulate you on your preferment. Tho 
internal, and not the external, qualificas 
tions of a man aye what Masonry ree 
garda, As you increase in knowledge, 
you will impreve in social intcreourse, 
It is unnecessary to recapitulate the dus 
ties which, ag & Mason, you are bound ta 
discharge; or enlarge on the necessity of 
a strict adherence to them, as your own 
experience must bayo established their 
valuo. Our laws and regulations yon 
aro strenuously to support; and be al- 
ways ready to agsisé in seeing them duly 
executed, You are not to palliate or ag- 
gravate the offences of your brethren ; 
but in the decision of every trespass 
against our rues, you are to Judge wit 
candor, admonish with friendship, and 
reprehead with justice. The study of 
tha liberal arts, that valuable branch of 
education, which tends so effectually to 
polish and adorn the mind, is earnestly 
recommended to your consideration; c% 
pecially the science of geometry, which 
is established as the basis of our art, 
Geometry, cr Masonry, originaly sy- 
nonyzeous terms, being of a divine mo- 
tal nature, is enriched with the racst 
usoful knowledge; while it proves the 
wonderful properties of Nature, it de- 
inonstrates the moro important truths of 
morality. Your past behaviour and rege 
ular deportment, have merited the bonor 
which we have now conferred; and, ia 
your new character, it is expected, that 


The Senior Deacon conducts the can-| you will conform to the principles of tho 
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Order, by steadily persevering in tho 
practico of every commendable virtus. 
Such is the nature of your engegements 
as a Fellow Craft, and to these duties you 
aro bound by the most sacred tics. 


CLOSING LECTURE-—FINRST SECTION. 


In many of the Lodges this first section 
is omitted in closing, hut it is neverthe- 
less a part of the ceremony. 

Master, to Senior Warden—Aro you a 
Fellow Craft Mason ? 

Sonior Warden—I am; try me. 

Master—DBy what will you be iricd ? 

Senior Warden---3By tho Square. 

Master—Why by tho Square? 

Sonior Warden—Decauso it is an em- 
blem of virtue. 

Master—What is a Square ? 

Senior Warden—-An angie extending 


to nincty degrves, or.tho fourth part of a | 


circle, 

Master—VWhero was you prepared to 
be made a Fellow Craft Mason? 

Senior Werden—In a room adjacent 
to the body of a just and law/zuliz consti- 
tuted Lodge of such, duly assembled in a 
room, or placo, representing the middle 
chamber of King Solomon’s Temple. 

Master—How was you prepared? 

Senior Warden—By being divosted: of 
all metals: neither naked nor clothed; 
barefooted nor shod; hood-winked; with 
a cable-tow twice round my neck; in 
which situation I was conducted to the 
door of the Lodgo, where I gavo two dis- 
tinct knocks. 

Master—What did those two distinct 
knocks allude to? 

Senior Warden—Tho second Gerreo in 
Masonry, it being that on which I was 
about to onter, 

{Tho Master continues his induirics 23 
to the manner in which a candidato is 
advaneed to the Follow Craft degroe. 
The Sonior Warden answers by telling 
what occurred during such advance- 
ment. These questions and answers are 
but a repotition of those given on pages 
20 to -22, during the initiation er advance- 
ment alluded to.] 


SECOND SECTION, 


Master—Have you over worked as a 
Fellow Craft Mason? 

Senior Warden—Ii havo, in specula- 
tive; but our forefathers wrought both 
in speculative and operative Masonry. 

Master—Where did they work ? 

senior Warden—At tho building of 
King Solomon’s Temple, and many other 
Masonic edifices, 

Master—How long did they work ? 
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Senior Warden-—Six days. 
Master—Did they work on tha seventh ? 
Senior Warden— They did not. 
Master—Why £go? 

Senior Wardon—NBecause in six days 
God created the heavens and the earth, 
and rested on the seventh day; tho 
seventh day, therefore, our ancient bre- 
thren conscerated as a day of rest from 
their labora; thereby enjoying more fre- 
quent opportunities to couterpiste the 
glorious works of creation, aud adore 
their great Creator. 

Master—Did you ever return to the 
sanctum sanctorum, or holy of, hoiics, of 
King Solomon’s Temple ? 

Senior Warden—I did. 

Master—By what way? 

Senior Warden—Through along porch, 
or alley. 

Mastei—-Didanything particular striko 
your attention on yonr return ? 

Senior Warden—-There did, viz.: two 
largo columns, or pillars, one ox theo lef 
hand, and the other on the richt. 

Mastsr— What was the name of the 
one ou the left hand ? 

Senier Warden—BOAZ, which denoteg 
strength, 

Master—Whet was the name of the 
one on the richt hand ? 

Senior Warden—JACHIN, denoting eg- 
tablishment. . 

Master— What do they colicctlvely al- 
Inde to? 

Senior Warden—A passage in Sevip- 
ture, wherein God has declared in his 
word, “Yn stresgib shall this Louse bo 
established.” 

Master—What were their dimensions ? 

Senior Warden—Eighteen cubits in 
height, tweive in circumference, and four 
in diameter. 

Master—Wero they adorned with any 
thing? 

Senior Warden—They woro; with two 
largo chapiters, one on cach, 

Master—Were they ornarented with 
any thing ? 

Senior Warden—-They wero; with 
wreaths of net werk, lily work, and po- 
mefranates, 

Master— What do they denote? 

Senior Wardon =- Unity, Posco, and 
Plenty. 

Master- hy 50? 

Senior Warden—Net work, from its 
connection, denotes union, lily work, 
from its whiteness snd purity, denotes 
peace, and pomegranates, from the ex. 
ubcrance of its seed, denotés plenty. 

Master—Were those columns adorned 
with any thing further? 
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Senior Warden—They were, viz : two 
large globes, or balls, one on each. 

Master—Did they contain any thing ? 

Senior Wardcn--They did, viz.: all 
the maps and charts of the celestial and 
terrestrial bodies. 

Master-—-Why are they said to be so 
extensive ? 

Senior Warden—To denote the univer- 
eality of Masonry, aud that a liason’s 
charity ought to be equally extensive. 

Master—W hat was their composition ? 

Senior Warden—Molten, or cast brass. 

Master—Who cast them? 

Senior Warden—-Our Grand Master, 
Hiram Abiff. 

Master—Where were they east? 

Senior Warden—On the banks of the 
river Jordan, in the elay ground between 
Succoth and Zaradatha, where King So- 
lomon ordercd these, and ail other holy 
vessels to be cast. 

Master--Were they cast solid or hol- 
low ? 

Senior Wardcen—Holliow, 

Master—VWVhat was their thickness ? 

Senior Warden—Four inches, or a 
band’s breadth, 

Master—\Vhy were they cast hollow ? 

Senior Warden—The better to with- 
etand inundations orconflagrations ; they 
were the archives of Masonry, and con- 
tained the constitution, rolls and records. 

Mastei-—-What did you next come to? 


Senior Warden—A long, winding stair: 


case, With three, five, seven steps, or 
more. 

Master—-What does the three steps al- 
lude to? 

Senior Warden—The three | 
supports in Masonry, namely: 
Strength, and Beauty. 

Master—WWhat do the five steps al 
luce to? 

Senior Warden—The five orders in 
architecturc, end the five human senses. 

Master—Vybat are the five orders in 
architecture ? 

Senior Warden—The Tuscan, Doric, 
Ionic, Corinthian, and Composite, 

Master- What aro the five human 
senses ? 

Senior Warden—Hearing, secing, feel- 
ing, smelling, and tasting; the first three 
of which have ever been deemed highly 
essential among Masons ; hearing, to hear 
the word; seeing, fo see the sign; and 
feeling, to feel the grip, whereby one Ma- 
son may know another in the dark as 
well as in the light. 

Master-~What does the seyen steps al- 
Juce to? 

Senior Warden—Tie seven sabbatical 


rincipal 
isdom, 


years; seven years of famine; seven 
years in building the temple; seven 
golden candlesticks; seven wonders of 
the world; seven planets; but more es» 
pecially the seven liberal arts and sci- 
ences ; which are, grammar, rbetoric, 
logic, arithmetic, geometry, music, and 
astronomy. For these, and many other 
reasong, the number seven has ever beta 
held in high estimation among Masons, 

Master—W hat did you next come-to? 

Senior Warden—The outer door of the 
middle chamber of King Solomon’s Tem- 
ple, which I found party open, but closely 
tyled by the Junior Warden. 

Master—How did you gain admission ? 

Senior Warden—By a pass, and token 
of a pass. 

Mister—Wiat was the name of the 
pass? 

Senior Warden—SHIBBOLETH, 

Master—What does it denote ? 

Senior Warden—Plenty. 

Master—W by so? 

Senior Warden—From an ear of com 
being placed at the water-ford. 

Master—W hy was this pass instituted ? 

Senior Warden—In consequence of a 
quarrel which had long existed between 
Jephthah, Judge of Israel, and the 
Ephraimites, [The rest of this answer 
is precisely the same as the arswer of 
the Senior Deacon to the same question 
on page 24.) 

Master—What did you next discover ? 

Senior Warden—The inner coor of the 
middle chamber of King Solomon’s 
Temple. 

Master—How did you gain admission ? 

Senior Warden—By the grip and word, 

Master—How did the Senicr Wardeu 
dispose of you? 

Senior Warden—He ordered me to be 
conducted to the Worshipful Master in 
the east, who informed me that I haa 
been admitted into the middle chamber 
of King Solomon’s Temple for tho sake 
of the letter G. 

Master—Does it denote any thing 

Senior Warden—It does; DEITY—be. 
fore whom we should all bow with reve- 
rence, worship, and adoration, it also 
Gcnotes geometry, tho fifth science; it 
being that on which this degree was 
principally founded. 

This ends the Lecture, and the Lodge 
is now closed with a similar admonition 
from the Master, and precisely the same 
ceremonies as those observed in closing 
a Lodge of Entered Apprentices, de- 
scribed on page 18, except that the signs 
given are of course those of a Fellow 
Cralt (page 22) instead of the others. 
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THIRD DEGREE, 
OPENING A LODGE OF MASTER MASONS. 


The ceremonies of opening and con- 
ducting the business of a Lodge in this 
degree are the same as those of a Lodge 
of Entored Apprentices, already de- 
geribed. 'Tho arrangement of the Lodge 
is similar, and the same officers do duty. 
The traditional account of the death, 
several burials, and resurrections of Hi- 
ram Abiff, the widow’s son, 2s here de- 
veloped, is very interesting. We read 
in the Bible that Hiram Abiff was one 
of the head workmen employed at the 
building of King Solomon’s Temple, and 
other ancient writings inform us that he 
was an arbiter between King Solomon 
and Hiram, King of Tyre; but his tragi- 
eal death is nowhere recorded except in 
the archives of Free Masonry, 

The Master Mason’s Lode is repre- 
sented as the sanctum sanctorum, or 
holy of holies, of King Solomon's Tem- 
ple, and on great occasions iy, of course, 
ornamented different from those of pre- 
cecing degrees, 

A candidate for advancement to tho 
Master Mason’s degree is prepared by the 
Junior and Senior Deacons, who strip 
him naked, and furnish him with a pair 
of Crawers reaching just above his hips, 
both legs of them bcing rolled above the 
knees, His shirt is then put over his 
head,,and slipped down around his body, 
and ig partly covered by his drawers— 
the sleeves and collar hang dangling be- 
bind, over the waistband of his drawers, 
A rope, or cable-tow, is put three times 
round his body, and he has a bandage 
over bis eyes, 

When aliis ready the Senior Deacon 
returna inside the Lodge, and resumes 
his seat by the Worshipful Master. The 
Junior Deacon meantime conducts the 
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candidate to the door of the Lodge, where 
ho gives three distinct knocks. 

Senior Warden (rising and addressing 
the Marter)— Worshipful, while we aro 
peaceably at work on the third degree of 
Masonry, under the influence of humani- 
ty, brotherly love, and affection, the door 
of our Lodge appears to be alermed 

Master to Senior Deacon—Brother Se- 
nior, inquire the cause of the alarm. 

'The Senior Deacon steps to the door 
and answers the three knocks that have 
been given, by three more; (the knocks 
are much londer than those given on any 
occasion other than that of the admission 
of candidates in the several degrees :) 
one knock ig then given without, and 
answered by one from within, when the 
door is partly opened. 

Senior Deacon—Who comes there ? 
who comes thero ? who comes there ? 

Junior Deacon—A worthy brother, 
who has been regularly initiated as an 
Iintered Apprentice Mason, passed to 
the degree of a Fcllow Craft, and now 
wishes for further light in Masonry, by 
being raised to the sublime degree of a 
Master Mason. 

Senior Deacon—Is it of his own freo 
will and accord he makes this request ? 

' Candidate answers—it is. 

Senior Deacon (to Junior)—Is he wor 
thy and well qualified ? 

Junior Dcacon—He ig. 
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Senior Deacon—Has he made suitable 
proficiency in the preceding degrees ? 

surior Deacon—He has. 

Senior Deacon—By what further right 
does he expect to obtain this benetit? 

Junior Deacoa—Ly the bencfit of a 
pass-w ord. 

Senior Deacon—Hes he a pass-word ? 

Junior Deacoa—iio has not, but I 
Lave it for him, 

fsenior Deacon—Give it ma, 

Tbo Junior Deacon witspers m tho 
ezar of the Senior Denson—TUBAL-CaAIN, 

Senior Deacon—The pass is right 
Tou will wait until the Worshipful Mas- 
tərin the cast be made acquainted with 
hia request, 2ad his answer returned. 

Tke Senior Deacon goes to the Mas- 
ter, gives three knocks, and tho anme 
questions end answers pass between 
them reiative to the candidate as were 
given end arswered by the Senior and 
Junior Deacoxs at the door. 

Master—Since ho comes indued with 
all these neccssary qualitications, let him 
onter this worshipfal Lodge in the name 
of the Lord, and take heed on what he 
enters, 

The Senior Deacon returns to the door 
end repeats wheat tho Taster has aaid, 
when the candidate enters, and as be 
goes through tho door the Senior Dea- 
con stands in front holding a pair cf 
compzases in both hards. Ho presses 
the points of tha compasses against the 
naked right and left breasts of the caudi- 
date, sayiag: Brother, when you first 
euzerod this Lodge, you was received on 
the peint of the compes pressing your 
naked left breast, which was then ex- 
plained to you; when you entered it the 
peccend time, you was reccived on the 
engla of the square, which was also ex- 
piained to you; on entering it now, you 


are received on the two extremo points. 


of ina compass pressing your naked right 
and left breasts, which ere thus expiain- 
ea: As the most vital parts of man aro 
contained between the two breasts, sc 
nro the most valuable texets of Masonry. 
coutained betweon the two extreme 
points. of the compass, which are, Vir- 
toc, Morality, and Brotherly Love. 


The Senicr Deacon then conducts the 


ecndidate threo tines regularly round 
the Lodge. Ths Junior Warden is the 
frst of the three principal officers that 
the cancidata passes, traveling with the 
gaz, when hs starts round the Lodge; 
and as he passes the Junior Warden, 
Senior Warden, and Master, the first 
time going round they each give ane rap; 


the second timo each gives tivo raps, aud 
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tho third time, three raps, During tho 
time the candidate is traveling round the 
room, the Master reads the following 
passage of Scripture, the traveling and 
the reading terminating at the samo 
time: Remember now thy Crestor in 
the days of thy youth, while the evil 
days come not, nor the years draw nigh, 
when thou shalt say, I havo no pleasure 
in them: while the sun, or the moon, or 
the stars be not darkcned, nor the clouds 
return after the rain: in the day when 
the keepers of the house shall tremble, 
and the strong men shall bow themselves, 
aud the grinders ccaze, because they aro 
few ; and those that look out of the win- 
dows be darkened, and the doors shall 
bo shut in the streets; when the sound of 
the grinding is low, and ho shall rise up 
at the voico of the bird, and all the daugh- 
ters of music shall be brought low. Also 
when they shall be afraid of that which 
is hich, and fears shall be in the way, 
ond the almond-tree shall fourish, and 
the grass-hoppers shail kea burden, and 
desire shall fail: because man gocth to 
his long home, and the mourners go about 
the streets: or ever tho silver cord bo 
loosed, or thé golden bowl bo broken at 
the fountain, or the wheel at the cistern, 
‘Then ghall the dust return to the earth as 
it was; and the spirit shall return unto 
God, who gave it. 

The candidato now stops in front of 
the seat of the Junior Warden in tho 
south, Tho Warden asks him tho sama 
questions that were asked at the door by 
the Sevior Deacon when he entered the 
Lodge, und the same answers are given, 
Iie then goes to the Senior Warden in 
the west, where the gamo questions are 
asked, and answers given. He is then 
conducted to the Worshipful Master in 
the cast, who, aftor asking the samo 
questions again, and receiving the same 
answers, inquires whence he came and 
whithor he ig journeying. 

Candidate—From the west, and tras 
veling to the east. 

liaster— Why do you leave the west, 
and travel to. the east? 

Candidate-—In search of more light. 

Master to Senior Deacon—You wil 
please conduct the candidate hack to the 


West, from. whencs he came, and put him 


in the care of the Senior Warden, who 
will instruct him how to appreach the 
east, by advancing upon three upright 
regular steps, to the third step in Mas 
eoury, his feet forming a square, his body 
erect, and cause him to kneet at the altar, 
in duo form, to take upon himself the ro 
ieran oath or obligation of Master Maso 
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Tho candidato bcing conducted to- 


wards tho Sonior Warden, that ofiicer. 


steps forward aad places him in position, 
facing him towards the altar, and direct- 
iug him to step off, first with his left 
foot, and second, with tho right; each 
timo forming a square with his feet, as 
in tho Fellow Cratt 
inovoment. Tho third 
step is with tho left 
foot, bringing up the 
right, and placing the 
heels together in the 
position of a soldier. 
/Yhe candidato then 
/ kneels on both naked 
knees, aud raises both 
hands and arms, in 
the inauner of giving 
the grand hailing sigu 
of distress, aud holds 
them in this position 
until he is directed to 
piace them ou the Io- 
y Bible, square and ==. 
compass, Shae bitrate 

Master, to candcidato—Brother, you are 
now placed in a proper position to tako 
upon you the solemn cath and obligation 
of a Master Mason, which I assure yon 
as a man, asa Mason, aud as Master of 
this Lodge, will not interfore with the 
duiy you owe to your God or your comi- 
try. If you are willing to take this oath, 
repeat your namne, and say after mc— 

I, John Smith, of my own free will 
and aecord, in tbo presence of Almighty 
God, and this worshipful Lodge of Mas- 
ter Masons, erected to God and dedicated 
to tho holy St. Johns, do hereby and 
hereon, [Candidate now brings both hands 
down on the Holy Bible, square and coin 
pass, which lay on tho altar,] most £o- 
lemnly and sincerely promise and swear, 
in addition to my former obligations, that 
X will not give the secrets of a Master 
Mason to any ono of an inferior degree, 
nor to any being in the Known world, 
except it bo to a true and lawful brother 
Master Mason, or within the body of a 
just and lawfully ccnstitutcd Lodge of 
such; and not unto him or them whom I 
shall hear so to be, but unto him and 
them only whoin I shall find so to be, 
after strict tri2l, due examination, or 
lawful information received. Further- 
more, do I promise and swear, that I 
will not speak the Master Masoun’s werd, 
which I shall hereafter receive, in any 
other manner excopt in tbat in which {1 
shall receive it, which will bo on the five 
points of fellowsbip, and at low bravth. 





Furthermore dv I promiss aud swear. 
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that I will not give the grand hailing 
sign of distress of this degree, except I 
am in real distress, or for tbe benefit of 
tho craft, when at work; and should J 
seo that sign given, or hear the words 
accompanying it, I will fly to the relief 
of the person so giving it, should thero 
be a greater probability of saving his 
lifo than losing my own, Furthermoro 
do I promise and swear, that I will not 
wrong this Lodge, nor a brother of this 
tcrree, to the value of ono ccnt, know- 
ingiy, myscif, nor suffer it to be done by 
others, if in my power to prevent it. 
Furthermore do I promiso and swear, 
that I will not be at the initiating, pass- 
ing, or raising 2 candidate at one com- 
munication, without 2 dispensation from 
the Grand Lodge, for that purpose. Fur- 
thermore do I promiso and swear, that I 
will not be at tho initiating, passing, or 
raising ao candidate in a clandestine 
Lodge, nor converso upon the recrete of 
Free Masorry with a ciandestino mado 
Mason, or one that has been’ cxpelled or 
suspended, while ha is under that een- 
tense. 
swear, that I will not be at tho initiating, 
passing, or raising of au old man in do- 
tago, a young man in non-age, an atheist, 
irrcligious libertino, macman, herimaph- 
rodite, woman, or a fooL Furthermore 
do I promise and swesr, that I will not 
speak evil of a brother Master Mascn, 
neither behind his back nor before bis 
face, but will apprise him of all approach J 
ing danger. I*urthermoro do I promise 

aud swear, that I will not vioiato the \ 
chastity of a Master Mason’s wife, mo- | 


Furthermore do I promise i, | 
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ther, sister, or daughter, nor suffer it to F~ 


bo dono by others, if in my power to |5 


prevent it, I know.ne them to be such. | 
Furthermore do I promieo and sweary 
thet I wil support tho constitution of tie 
Grand Lodge of this State, ucder which 
this Lodge is held, aud conform to all the 
by-laws, ruies and regulations of this, or 
auy other Lodgo of which I may here- 
efter become a meinber, Furthermore 
do I promise and swear, that I will obcy 
aQ due signus and summonses handed, 
scent, or thrown to mo from s brothcer 
Master Mason, or from the body of a just 
and lawfully constituted Lodge of Master 
Liasons, if within the length of my cable. 
tow. Furthermore do I promise and 
swear, that a Master Mason's secrets, 
given to mo in charge as such, shall roe 
main as secure and inviolable in my 
breast, 28 in his, before communicated, 
murder and treason only cxeerted: and 
they lc to my only election. Further- 
more do I promise anu swesr, that 2 will 
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go On a Master Mason’s errand, even 
barefoot, and bareheaded, to save his 
lite or relieve his necessities, Further- 
more do i promise and swear, that I will 
remember a brother Master Mason, when 
on my Knees at my devotions, Further- 
more do I promise and swear, that I will 
be aiding and assisting all poor and indi- 
gent Master Bfasons, their widows and 
orphans, wheresoever dispersed round 
the globe, (they making application to 
me as such, and I finding them worthy,) 
as far as is in my power, without injury 
to myself cr family. Furthermore do I 
promise and swear, that if any part of 
this my solemn oath or obligation be 
omiited at this time, that I will hold 
myself amenable thereto, whenever in- 
formed. To all which I do most solemn- 
ly and sincerely promise and swear, with 
a fixed and steady purpose of mind in 
me to kcep and perform the same, bind- 
ing myself under no less penalty than to 
have my body severed in two in the 
midst, and divided to the North and 
South, my bowels burnt to ashes in the 
center, and the ashes scattered before 
the four winds of heaven, that there 
might not the least tract or trace of re- 
membrance remain among men or Ma- 
cons of so vile and perjured awretch as 
I should be, were I ever to prove wil- 
fully guilty of violating any part of this 
my solemn oath or obligation of a Mas- 
ter Mason; so help me God, and keep 
me steadfast in the due performance of 
the samo. 

Master, to candidate—What do you 
now most desirc? 

Candidate—Light. 

Master—Brethren, please to stretch 
forth your hands and assist in bringing 
this new-made brother to more light in 
Masonry, ‘ And God said, Let there be 
light, and there was light.” 

[The candidate has the bandage drop- 
ped from his eyes in the same manner 
23 in preceding degrees, with three 
stamps on the faor, and three clapping 
of hands. 

Master, to candidate—On being brought 
to light, you first discover, as before, 
tures great lights in Masonry, by the as- 
sistance of three lesser, with this differ- 
ence, both pcints of the compass are elc- 
vated above the square, which denotes 
to you that you are about to receive 
all the light that can be conferred on 

ou in 2 Mason’s Lodge. 

The Master steps back a few steps, 
and then advances again. 

{faster — Brother, you now discover 
me as Master of this Lodge, approaching 
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you from the east, under the sién, step, 
and due-guard of a Master Mason. 

The sign is the hailing sign of distress 
given on page 29, The words accompa 
nying it are, ‘‘ Is there no help for the 
widow’s son?’ As the last words are 
uttered, you let fall your hands in a man- 
ner to indicate solem- 
nity. The due-guard 
is given by putting the 
open right hand to the 
left side of the bow: 
els, the palm of the 
hand fat, and downs 
wards; then draw it 
quickly from the Icft 
to the right, and let it 
fall by your side, 

After thus instruct 
ing the new candidate, 
the Master approach. 
es him, and taking him 
by the hand, says :— 
Brother, in token of 
—— Cetin continuation of tmo 

[== === brotherly love and es. 
teem, I present you with iny right hand, 
and With it you will receive the pass- 
grip and word ofa Master Mason, Take 
me as I take you, 

The pass-grip is given by pressing tho 
thumb between the joints of the seccnd 
and third fingers where they join the 
hand, and the word is TUBAL-CalIN, 
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lowing dialogue eusues, the Senior Dea, 
con answering for ithe candidate ; 

ifaster—What is that? 

Senior Deacon--The pass-grip of a 
ZIaster Mason, 

Master—Has it a name? 

Senior Deacon— It has, 

Master—Will you give it me? 

Senior Dezcon—I did not so receive it, 
neither can I soimpart it. 

Master—How. will you dispose of it? 

Senior Deacon—Letter, or syLable it. 

Master—Sylable it, and begin. 

Senior Deacon—No, you begin 

Master—No, begin you. 

Senior Deaconr—TU 

Master—BAL- 

Senior Deacon=-CaAIN. 

Master — TUBAL 

Senior Deac- TUBAL- CAIN. 
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Master~—Right, brother Tubal-Cain, I 
greet you ; arise from a square to a per 
pendicular, go and salute the Junior and 
Senior Wardens, and satisfy them that 
you are an obligated Master Mason, and 
are in .pogsession of the true pass-grip 
and word. 

Whlle the two Wardens aro examin- 
fing the candidate, tho Master returns to 
his place in the cast, and gets an apron, 
with whieh he returns, when the Senior 
Warden speaks for himself and Junior, 

Senior Warden—Worshipful, we are 
satisfied that brother John Smith is an 
wbligated Master Masen. 

Master, to candidate—Brether, I now 
have the honor to present you with a 
lamb-skin, or white apron, as before, 
which I hope you will wear wilh eredit 
to yourself, and satisfaction and advan- 
tage to the brethren. You will please 
earry it to the Senior Warden in the 
west, who will teach yeu hew to wear it 
as a Master Mason, 

The candidate goes again to the Senior 
Warden, who tics on the apron, and lets 
tho flap fall down before, in its natural 
and common situation, He then returns 
to the Master. 

Master—Brother, I perceive yeu aro 
clothed; and it is of course necessary 
you should have tools to work with, I 
will now present you with the working 
tools of a Master’'Mason, which are all 
the implements of Masonry indiscrimi- 
nately, but more especially the trowel. 
The trowel ls an instrument made use of 
by operative masons to spread the ee- 
ment, which unites a building into one 
common mass; but wo as Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons are tanght to make use of 
it for the moro noble and glorious pur- 
poe of spreading the cement of brother- 

y love and affection, that cement which 
unites us into one saered band, or socicty 
of friends and brothers, among whom no 
contention should ever exist, but that 
noble contention, or emulation, of who 
can best work or best agree. I also pre- 
scot you with threo precious jewels ; 
their names are Humanity, Friendship, 
aud Brotherly Love. 

The Master then reads from a Masenic 
text-book the charge to a new candidate 
in this degree, and directs the Secuior 
Deacon to conduct him back to the pro- 
paration room, where he will resume his 
usual clothing. 

As soon as the candidate has gone out, 
the Lodge is ealied from labor to refresh- 
ment in the following manner, Viz. : 

Master to Senior Warden— Brother 
Senior, it is my order that this Lodge be 
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called from labor to refreshment, and to 
be on again at the suuna of the gavel. 

The Senior Warden repeats this order 
to his Junior, and the Junior Warden no» 
tifies the brethren that the Lodge is call- 
ed from labor to refreshment, and ho 
thereupon givos three raps, when all the 
brethren leave their seats, This is dono 
in order that when the candidate re 
turns into the Lodge, he may think tbat 
all is over, and that he bas received the 
whole degree. When he comes in, then, 
he finds some of the brethren drinking, 
some langhing and talking, and othera 
(as he thinks) preparing to go home 
Many of the inembers come forward, on 
hig appearance, and salute him—ono 
gives the pass-grip, another tie dnc- 
guard, and a third asks him how he likes 
the degree, &c. Meantime the Master 
goes to his seat in tue east unobserved, 
and gives ene rap with his gavol In- 
stantly the brethren all resume their 
scata, leaving the candidate alone in the 
middle of the floor, and ho finds himself 
somewhat cmbarrassed until the Master 
beckons to him to come towards tha 
east. Taking up a book, the Master 
gays : 

Master—Brother, you no doubt think 
yourself a perfeet Master Mason, ang 
that you are entitled to all our privileges, 
Is it not so? 

Candidato usually answers that it is. 

Master—It then becomes my duty to 
undeceive you, and to inform you that 
you are nota Master Mason, neither do 
l know that yeu ever will be one, uutil I 
can ascertain how you withstand tho 
amazing trials and dangers that await 
you. You must now undergo one of the 
most trying seenes that human nature 
ever witnessed, You are to travel a 
rough and rugged road, beset with dan- 
gers on every Side, where you will meet 
with ruffians, aud you may mect with 
death—for some have suffered death who 
have traveled this road before you. In 
your preceding degrees you had a bre- 
ther to pray fer you, but in this one you 
must pray for yourself, You will now 
be heod-winked, aud go and knecl at the 
altar, where yeu can pray cither mene 
tally or oraly. When you get through, 
pleaso to signify the same by rising. 

The candidate is hood-winked and cone 
ducted towards the altar, and while con- 
ducting him, the Senior Deacon says-— 
Brother, it was the custem of our Grand 
Master, Hiram Abiff, every day at high 
twelve, when the crafts were: from labor 
to refreshment, to enter into the sanctum 
sanctorum, aud offer up his devotions to 
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the everliving God. Let us, in imitation 
of him, kneel and pray. [Candidate 
kneels, and acts as if in prayer.) 

In many Lodges this ceremony is 
turned into mcrrimcnt, as candidates will 
frequently make believe tbat they are 
terribly frightened, and that they arc 
praying earnestly, when in truth they 
are but acting a part. The rest of this 
degree is founded on the murder of the 
Grand Master, Hiram Abiff, who, as he 
left his devotions, was assassinated by 
threo ruffians, who had stationed thein- 
scives at the cast, west, and south gates 
of King Solomon’s Temple, to make 
suto of thcir work of murder, 

In this part of the initiation, the Master 
and thé Junior and Senior Wardens re- 
present threo ruffians, viz.: JUBELA, 
JUBELO, and JUBELUM. The room be- 
ing darkened, the candidate rises (still 
hood- winked) from the altar, is conduct- 
ed several times round tho Lodge, and 
finally stops at the south gatc, which is 
guarded by Jubela, (the Junior Warden.) 

Jubela—Who comes here ? 

Senior Deacon, acting as Conductor— 
Our Grand Master, Hiram Abiff. 

Jubela—Our Grand Mastcr, Hiram 
Abiff ! heis the very man J wanted to 
soe. [Jubela thercupon seizes the can- 
didate by the throat and handles him 
roughly, exclaiming, ] Give me the Master 
Mason’s word, or I will tako your lifo ! 

Senior Deacon answers for candidate 
I cannot give it now, but if you will wait 
till the Temple is completed, and the 
Grand Lodge assembles at Jerusalcm, if 
you are worthy, you shall then reccivo it, 
othcrwise you cannot, 
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Jubela—Talk not to me of Temples or 
Grand Lodges—givo me the word, or 
die ! and he thereupon strikes the candi- 
date a blow across the throat with a 
twenty-four inch, guage. 

The candidate rapidly retreats and 
goes towards the west atc, which is 
guardod by Jubclo, (the Senior Werden.) 

Jubelo—Who comes there? 

. Senior Deecon—Our Grand Master, 
Hiram Adif. 

Jubelo (scizing candidate roughly)— 
Give me the grip and word of a Master 
Mason, or die! 

The candidate is excuscd as before, 
when Jubelo gives him a blow across his 
breast with the square. The candidate 
then goes to the cast gate, where he ene 
counters Jubclum, (the Mastcr.) 

Jubelum--Givo me the grip and passe 
word of a Master Mason, or die ! 

The Master thercupon strikes him on 
the forchcad with the gavel, when 
(prompted by the Senior Deacon) tha 
candidato falls apparently lifeless upon 
the floor. 

Jubeclum—What shall wo do? We 


-have killed our Grand Master, Hiram 


Abiff. 

Jubclo—Let us carry him out at tho 
east gate, and cover him with the rubbish 
until low twelve. We can then mcct 
and carry him a westerly course, and 
bury him. 

At the place whero the candidate was 
knocked down with tho gavel,in tho 


‘east, a blanket had been previously 


spread to reccive him. He is now taken 
up in the blankct, carried back out of 
sight, and covered up. Tho Lodge cone 
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tinues dark for a while, the supposed 
ruffians skulking about. Presently the 
Sonior Deacon strikes twelve strokes on 
a bell, soon after which the three ruf- 
fians meet at the east end of tho Lodge 
and saluto each other. 

Jubela—-Tho body has not been dis- 
covered. 

Jubelo—No, all is safe. 

Jubelum—We musi bury our Grand 
Master immediately, for I pcrceivo he 
begins to smell a little already, and we 
shall be discovered, Tako him up and 
carry him to the brow of Mount Moria, 
where I have dng his grave. 

Tho candidate is again taken up in the 
blanket, carried several times round tho 
Lodge, and then deposited, on hig back, 
near the Senior Warden in the weet, his 
feet towards the east, and covered up 
with chairs, benches, &ce. 

Jubelum—Let us mark kis grave with 
this sprig of cassia, [He sticks down a 
sprig of evergreen near candidate’shead.]} 
We will now endeavor to get a passage 
to lthiopia. 

While the supposed ruffians are look- 
ing for their passage, (i. e. groping round 
the Lodge,) King Solcmon arrives at tho 
Temple, being personiticd by the Wor- 
shipful Master, who calls the Lodge to 
order by a rap with the gavel. 

Master (acting as King Solomon) to 
Senier Warden—What is the cause of 
all this confusion ? 

Senior Warden-——-Our Grand Master, 
Hiram Abiff, is missing; and there are 
no plans or designs laid down on the 
trestle-board for the crafts to pursue 
their labors. 

Master—Our Grand Master missing ! 
He has always been very pimctual in his 
attendance, and I fear he may be indis- 
posed. Assemble tho crafts, and search 
in and about the Temple to see if he can 
be found. 


The brethren now shuffle about thel 


Lodge a few minutes, as though in search 
of the missing Master, wheu tho Wor- 
shipful Master calis them to order by a 
rap with the gavel. 

Master to Senior Warden--What suc- 
cess ? 

Senior Warden—We cannot find our 
Grand Master, my lord. 

Mastcr—The Secretary will call the 
roll of workmen and geo If any of them 
are missing, 

Secretary calls the roll, and then ad- 
dresses the Master, who is stil! acting as 
Kihg Solomon. 

Seetetary-~I have called the roll, my 
lord, and I tind there are three of the 
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workmen missing, viz.: Jubela, Jubelo, 
and Jubelum. 

Master—T his brings to my mind a cir- 
cuinstance that took place this morazing, 
Twelvo Fellow Crafts, clothed in white 
gloves, and aprons, in token of their iu- 
nocence, came to me and confessed that 
they twelve, with thfee others, had con- 
spired to extort the Master Mason’s word 
trom their Grand Master, Hiram Abifl, 


and in case of refusal, to take his life; 


they twelve had recanted, but they fear- 
ed the other three had been base enough 
to carry thcir atrocious designs into exe- 
cution. 

Master (still acting as King Solomon) 
to Senior Warden—Y ou will draw tivelve 
Fellow Crafts from the banks of work- 
men, clothe them in white gloves and 
aprons in token of their innocence, and 
send three of them cast, three west, 
three north aud three south, in search 
of these missing men. When they are 
found, cause them to be brought forward. 

The Senior Warden repeats this order 
to his Junior, who imparts it to the bre- 
thren, and then there is more shuffling 
around tho Lodge, while tne twelve are 
supposed to be in search of the missing 
men. Finally some one near the Senior 
Warden's seat addresses au old man who 
is dressed for tho occasion, and just como 
from the preparation room. 

Mason—Old man, have you scen any 
travelers passing this way? 

Old man—Yes; as J was down near 
the coast of Joppa this morning, I saw 
three, and from their dress and appear- 
ance J supposed them to be men of Tyre, 
and workmen from the Temple. They 
sought a passage to Ethiopia, but could 
not obtain one, in consequence of ay 
embargo recently laid on all the ship- 
ping. 1 believo they returned into the 
country. 

Master (still acting 2a King Solomon) 
gives a rap with the gavel, aud inquires 
—Whet tidings, bretliren ? 

Some one replies—None from the cast, 
Worshipful. 

Another says—Xone from the South. 

A third exclaims, in a loud volee—TE 
dings from the west, my lord! 

Master—What tidings from the West? 

The third answers—As we three Fok 
low Crafts were steering a westerly 
course, we fell in with a wayfaring man, 
who informed us he saw three men that 
morning down near tke coast of Joppa, 
and from their dress and appearance he 
supposed them to be men of Tyre, work- 
men from the Temple; they sought a 
passage to Ethiopia, bat could not pro- 
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cure one in consequence of an embargo 
which had been recenily laid on all the 
shipping, and they returned back into tho 
couniry. 

Master—I had this embargo laid, to 
prevent the fugitives from making their 
ercape. You will go apd search again, 
and search till you find them, if possible. 
Lf they aro not found, the twelve who 
confessed to have been originally in tho 
plot must be considered ag the murder- 
ers, and suffer accordingly, 

Tho shufiling around the Lodge is con: 
tinued under pretence of a further search, 
until one of the brothers (the same who 
had announced the tidings in the Lodge) 
seats himself on the floor in tho west, 
near the candidate’s head, and as he 
rises he catches hold of tho sprig of ever- 
green that had been stuck there. He 
immediately stamps his foot three times 
and exciaims, ‘‘ Companions assemble I” 
Two brothers rush towards him, when 
he says: 

Brothers, a very singular circumstance 
has just taken place. Iwas fatigued and 
sat down here to rest, and on rising from 
my seat I caught hold of this sprig of 
cassia, and drew it out of the ground. 
On a closo examination I find that it has 
lately been broken off and stuck there. 

The threo then begin to look down at 
the spot where the candidate lays, when 
one says—This looks like a grave! on 
which they prepare to remove the chairs, 
benches, &c., when three other brothers, 
who sit near by, personate the three fu- 
gitive rufiians. 

Jubcla, the first murderer, murmurs-— 
O that my throat had been cut across, 
my tongue torn out, and my body buried 
in the rough sands of the sea at low wa. 
ter-mark, where the tide ebbs and flows 
twice in twenty-four hours, ere I nad 
been accessary to the death of so good a 
man as our Grand Master, Hiram Abiff! 

Jubelo, the second one—O that my left 
breast bad been torn open, and my heart 
and vitals taken from thence, and thrown 
over my left shoulder, carried into the 
valley of Jehosaphat, there to become a 
prey to the wild beasts of the feld, and 
vultures of the air, cro I had conspired 
the death of so good a man as our Grand 
Waster, Hiram Abiff! 

Jubelum, the third one—O that my 
body had been severed in two in the 
midst, and divided to the north and south, 
my bowels burnt to ashes in the center, 
and the ashes scattered by the four winds 
of heaven, that there might not the least 
track or trace of remembrance remain 


among men, or Masons, of so vile and|your left breast torn open, your heart 
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perjured a wretch ag ITam—dAh, Jubela 
and Jubelo, it was I that struek him 
harder than you both—it was I that 
gave him the fatal blow-—it was I that 
killed him ! 

The three brethren who are removing 
the benches and chairs, stop and over- 
hear these murmurs of the threo mur- 
derers, 

Ono rays—These are undoubtedly tha 
assassins—-what shall we do? thers ara 
three of them. 

Another says—Our cause is good—iet 
us seize them. 

The three brothers personating the 
ruffians are thereupon seized by the three 
searching for the body, and the prisoners 
are carricd before King Soloraon, who is 
represented by the Worshipful Master in 
the east. Tho threo prisoners are here 
made to kneel, 

Master, giving a rap with the gavel 
What tidings from the west? 

One of the brethren replies— Worship 
ful, as wo three Fellow Crafts were steers 
ing a duo west course, I, becoming more 
weary than my companions, sat down on 
the brow of Mcunt Moria, to rest and 
refresh myself, and as I was rising, I ac- 
cidentally caught hold of a sprig of cas- 
sia, which easily giving way, excited my 
curiosity. Upon this, I bailed my com- 
panions, and while wo were consulting 
upon the mystery of the incident, tve 
neard the voices of threo rufians crying 
from a cleft of the rock near by; we dis- 
covered them to bo Jubela, Jubelo ‘and 
Jubelum. We rushed upon, seized ard 
bound them, and have brought ther be- 
fore you, and wait your further orders. 
Master, rising--Jubela, yon are sus- 
pected and accused of being acceszary to 
the death of our Grand Master, Hiraro 
Abiff. Are you guilty, or not guilty ? 
Jubela-—Guilty, my lord. 

Master—Vilo and impious wretch, hold 
up your head and hear your sentence. 
It ig my order that you be taken without 
the walls of the Temple, and there have 
your throat cut across from ear to car, 
our tongue torn out by the roots, your 
vody buried in tho rough sands of the sea. 
where the tide ebbs and dows twice 1a 
twenty-four hours j 
Master—Jubelo vou are accused of tho 
same offence; are you guilty, or not 
ilty ? 

J abel AS my lord. 

Master—Vile and impious wretch, hold 
up your head and hear your sentence. 
Jt is my order that you be taken without 
the gates of the Temple, and there havo 
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aud vitals taken from thence and thrown 
over your left shoulder, and carried to 
the valley of Jehosaphat, there to be- 
come a prey to the wild beasts of the 
tield, and vultures of the air. 

Master—Jubelum, you are suspected of 
the inurder of our Grand Master, Hiram 
Abiff; are you guilty, or not guilty ? 

Jubelum—Guilty, iny lord 

Master—Vile aud impious wretch, hold 
up your head and hear your sentenco. 
It is my order that you be taken without 
the walls of the Temple, and there have 
your body severed in two, and divided 
to the north and south, your bowels 
burnt to ashes in the eenter, and seatter- 
ed to the four winds of heaven. Brother 
Senior, (to Senior Warden,) you will see 
that these penalties are executed. 

Tho Senior Warden gives the Master’s 
order to his Junior, who in turn orders 
the Deacons to execute it. 

The three ruffians are thereupon drag- 
ged out into the preparation room witn 
somo violence, where they stamp and 
groan a few minutes, when the Senior 
Deacon returns and says—Worshipful, 
the penalties of their several obligations 
have been duly exeeuted upon the three 
murderers of our Grand Master, Hiram 
ALIfF. 

Master—It is well. You will now go 
in search of tho body; and it is my opi- 
nion he is buried near whero his three 
murderers wero arrested, viz.: on the 
brow of Mount Moria. 

The brethren again shuffle abont the 
Lodge in search of the body. One of 
them approaches whero the candidate is 
laying, in the west, and says-—Here is 
something that looks like a grave. Let 
us dig down and sce. 

A number of brethren now eome for- 
ward and remove the things which have 
covered up the eandidato. As soon as 
he is uncovered, they all start baek, turn- 
ing their faecs a little one side, and cach 
holding his open right hand with tho palm 
downward, up in front, as if to guard his 
nostrils from an offensive smell. 

One says—We will go baek to the 
Temple and inform King Solomon of our 
discovery. 

Master (secing them approaeh}—-What 
fidings from Mount Moria? 

A Brother— Worshipful, we have found 
the grave of our Grand Master, Hiram 
Abiff. It is situated due cast and west, 
hear the brow of Mount Moria. We dug 
down six feet perpendicularly till we 
came to the body, and involuntarily 
raisod our hands in this position, [he 
gives the due-guard of this degree, as on 
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page 30,] to guard our nostrils from the 
effluvia rising from the body. We seareh- 
ed on and about the body tor the Master 
Mason’s word, or a key to it, but eowd 
not find it, though we discovered a faint 
resemblance to the letter G marked on 
the left breast. 

Master (rising, and giving the grand 
hailing sign of distress, as on page 29)— 
Nothing but a faint resemblauee of the 
letter G! that is not the Master’s word, 
nora key to it. I fear the Master’s word 
is forever lost! [Master’ repeats the 
sign and tho words three times, and af. 
ter the third time, adds:] O Lord, my 
God, is there no help for the widow’s 
son ? 

Master, to Senior Warden—You will 
suinmon twelve Fellow Crafts and go 
with me to the grave, in order to raise 
our Grand Master. ‘ 

The Senior Warden delivers this order 
to his Junior, who eommunieates it to the 
Lodge, when the members shuffle round 
as before. The Master now leaves hig 
seat and gocs to the west, whero the 
eandidate is lying, when twelve brothers 
(the Fellow Cratts aforesaid) form a cir- 
elo round him and kneel. 

Master (standing)—Let us pray. [He 
then recites, or reads from a text-book, 
this prayer:] Thou, O God, knovwest 
our down-sitting and up-rising, and un- 
derstandest our thoughts afar olf ; shield 
and defend us from the evil intentions of 
our enemies, and support us under the 
trialy and afflictions we are destined to 
endure, while traveling through this vale 
of tears, Man that is born of woman, ia 
of fow days, and full of trouble. He 
cometh forth as a flower, and is cut 
down; he fleeth also as a shadow, and 
continucth not. Seeing his days aro de- 
termined, the number of his months are 
with thee; thou hast appointed his 
bounds, that he eannot pass. Turn from 
him, that he may rest till he shall ac- 
complish his day. Fur there is hope of 
a tree, if it be cut down, that it will 
sprout again, and that the tender branch 
thereof will not cease. But man dieth 
and wasteth away; yea, man giyeth up 
the ghost, and where is he? As the wa- 
ters fail from the sea, and the flood de- 
cayeth and dryeth up, so man lieth down, 
and riseth not again, till the heavens 
shall be no more. Yet, O Lord, have 
compassion on the children of thy erea 
tion; give them comfort in time of trou. 
ble, and save them with an everlasting 
salvation. Amen. So mote it be. 

The twelve now rise, when the Master 
directs one of them to scarch the body 
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and see if the Master’s word cannot be 
found. He searches, and soon reports— 
No trace of it, my lord! 

The Master and brethren all give the 
grand hailing sign of distress (page 29) 
and exclaim—O Lord, my God, I fear 
tLe Master’s word is forever lost ! 

The Master directs that the body be 
raised by the Entered Apprentice’s grip. 

A brother takes the candidate by that 
grip (page 11) and pulls so as to raise him 
a little, then lets him back and says—My 
lord, the body cannot be raised by the 
Entered Apprentice’s grip; the skin 
cleaves from the flesh. 

‘The Master and brethren again give 
the grand hailing sign of distress and re- 

eat aloud—O Lord, my God, I fear the 
faster Mason’s word is forever lost! 

The Master orders another of the 
twelve ta raise the body by the Fellow 
Craft's grip. He takes ‘hold of the can- 
didate by that grip, pulls him partly .up, 
Jets him fall back, and says—My lord, 
the body cannot be raised by the Fellow 
Craft’s grip; the flesh cleaves from the 
bone. All again raise their hands, as in 
the hailing sign of distress, and exclaim, 
O Lord, my God, I fear the Master’s word 
is forever lost ! was there no help for the 
widow’s son? 

Master—I shall now raise the body of 
our Grand Master by the lion’s grip, the 
strong grip of a Master Mason; and as 
the Masters word is now lost, the first 
word spoken after the body is raised, 
ehall be a substitute for the Master’s 
word, until future generations shall find 
out the right one 

The Master now takes the ‘candidate 
by the Master Mason's grip, (see above,) 
and bracing his right foot against him, 
raises him upon the five points of fellow- 
ship. This is done 
by putting the in- p 
side of your right 
foot to the Inside 
of the right foot of . 
the one to whom OS 
you are going to 
give the word, the 
inside of your own h f~ 
knee to his, laying I) 
your breast close f py. W: 
against his, your f" 
left hands on cach 7 

F t viie 
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other’y back, and 

oe gues putting TA X 
us mouth to thee E AREE 
otber’s right car; r a 
in which position alone you are permit: 
ted to give the Master’s word, which is 
bi AH-HAH-BONE. 
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The Master’s grip is given by taking 
hold of each other’s right hand, as though 
you were going to shake hands, and 
sticking the nails of each of your fingers 


into the joint of the other’s wrist where. ` 


it unites with the band. In this condition 

Ro oe 
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the candidate is raised, he keeping his 
whole body stiff, as though dead. The 
Master in raising him is assisted by some 
of the brethren, who take hold of tho 
candidate by the arms and shoulders. As 
soon as he is raised to his feet they step 
back, and the Master whispers the word 
MAH-HAH-BONE in his ear, and causes 
the candidate to repeat it, telling him at 
the same time that he must never give it 
in any manner other than that in which 
he receives it. He is also told that Mah- 
hah-bone signifies marrow in the bone. 
They then separate, and the Master 
makes the following explanation, respects. 
ing the five points of fellowship. A 

Master to candidate—Brother, foot to 
foot teaches you that you should, when- 
ever asked, goon a brother's errand, if 
Within the length of your cable-tow, even 
if you should have to go barefoot and 
bareheaded. Knee to knee, that you 
should always remember a Master Mae 
son In your devotions to Almighty God, 
Breast to breast, that you should keep | 
the Master Mason’s secrets, when given . 
to you in charge as such, aS secure and 
inviolable in your breast as they were in 
his own, before communicated to you. 
Hand to back, that you will not speak 
evil of a Master Mason either behind his 
back or before his face. Mouth to ear, 
that you will give a brother Master Ma- 
son due and timely notice of all approach- 
ing danger, when you’ know that such 
danger threatens. 

The candidate is now further instruct- 
edin the signs, &c., (already given } and 
the charge in this degree is read tó him 
from a text-book. He is then informed 
that he has taken the third degree in 
Masonry, and is entitled to a seat in any 
Master Mason's Lodge. 

Master to the candidate—Brother, you 
have on this occasion represented one of 
the greatest men that ever lived, and the 
tragical catastrophe of his death, burial 


and resurrection; I mean Hiram Abif& 
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the widow’s son, who was murdered by 
three ruffians, at the building of King 
Solomon’s Temple, and who, in his in- 
flexibility, integrity and fortitude, never 
was surpasscd by man, The history of 
that momentous event is developed in 
the latter part of this degree, and will 
be thus handed down to posterity through 
alltime, {In some Lodges the Master re- 
cites to the candidate a recapitulation of 
the history of the murder of the Grand 
Master, Hiram Abiff, but this repetition 
is now usually dispcused with.] 


CLOSING LECTUREFIRST SECTION. 


Master to Senior Warden—Aro youa 
Master Mason ? 

Senior Warden—TI am; try mo, Dis- 
prove me if you can. 

Mastcr—VW/ here were you prepared to 
be made a Mastcr Mason? 

Senior Warden—In a room adjacent to 
the body of a Hel and lawfully consti- 
tuted Lodge of such, duly assembled in 
a room, representing the sanctum sancto- 
rum, or holy of bolies, of King Solomon’s 
Tcmple, : 

Master—How were you prepared 

Senior Warden—By being divested of 
all metals; neither naked nor clothed, 


barefootcd nor shod; with a cable tow. 


three times about my naked body; in 
which posture I was conducted to the 
door of the Lodge, where I gave three 
distinct knocks. 

Master—What did those three distinct 
knocks allude to? 

Senior Warden—To the third degree 
in Masonry; it being that on which I 
was about to enter. 

Master—What was said to you from 
within ? 

Senoir Warden—Whocomes there? &c. 

{The remainder of this lecture is a re- 
petition of the questions and answers 
given and received in advancing a can- 
didate to the Mastcr’s degrce, (sea pages 
23 to 31,) the Warden answering in de- 
tail, and explaining in a past tense ex- 
actly how he was advanced up to the 
timo that he resumed his usual clothing. ] 


SECOND SECTION, 


Mastcr-Did ‘you ever return to the 
sanetum sanctorum, or holy of holies, of 
King Solomon’s Templc ? 

Senior Warden—IJ did 

Master — Was there any particular 
event that marked your return ? 

Senior Warden—There was, viz.: I 
was accosted by three ruffians, who des 
sanded of me the Master Magon’s word. 

Master-Did you ever give it to them? 
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Senior Warden—I did not, but bid 
them wait, with time aud patience, till 
the Grand Lodge assembled at Jerusa. 
lem; and then, if they were found wor- 
thy, they should reevive it; otherwise 
they could not, 

Master—In what manncr was you ac. 
costed ? 

Scnior Warden—In attempting to ros 
tire at the south gate, I was accosted by 
one of them, who demanded of me tho 
Master Mason’s word, and, on my re- 
fusing to comply with his request, he 
gave me a blow with tho twenty-four 
inch guage, across my throat; on which 
I ficd to the west gate, whero I was ac- 
costed by the second with moro violence, 
and, on my refusing to comply with his 
request, he gave me a4 severo blow with 
the square, across my breast; on which 
I attempted to make my escape at tho 
east gate, where I was accosted by tho 
third with still more violence, and, on 
my refusing to comply with his request, 
he gavo me a violent blow, with the 
common gavel, on the forehead, and 
brought mce to the floor. 

Master—Whom did you represent at 
that time? 

Senior Warden—Our Grand Master, 
Hiram Abiff, who was slain at the build- 
ing of King Solomon's Temple. 

Master—Was his death premeditated 2 

Senior Warden—It was;—by fiitesn 
Fellow Crafts, who conspired to extort 
from him the Master Mason’s word; 
twelve of whom recanted ; but the other 
three were base enough to carry their 
atrocious designs into execution, 

rt did they do with the 
body ? 

center Wardcn—They carried it out 
at. the west gate of the Temple, and bu- 
ried it till low twelvo at night, when 
they threo met, agrecably to appoint- 
ment, and carricd it a westerly course 
from the Temple, and buried it under the 
brow of a hill, in a gravo six feet duo 
east and west, six fect perpendicular, and 
they then made their escape, 

Master—What time was ho slain ? 

Senior Warden—At high twelve at 
noon, when the crafts were froin labor 
to rcfreshment. 

Mastcr—How came he to be alone at 
that time ? 

Senior Warden—Becanse it was the 
usual custom of our Grund Master, Hi- 
ram Abiff, every day, at high twelve, 
when the crafts were from labor to re- 
freshment, to enter into the sanctum 
sanetorum, or holy of holies, and offer 
up his adorations to the ever living God, 
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and draw out bis plans end designs on 
his tressle-board for the crafts to pursue 
their labor. 

Master—At what time was he missing? 

Senior Warden—At low six in the 
morning, when King Solomon came up 
to the Temple, as usual, to view the 
work, and found the crafts all in confu- 
gioun ; and, on inquiring the cause, he was 
informed that their Grand Master, Hiram 
Abiff, was missing, aud no plang or de- 
signs were laid down on the tressle-board 
for the crafts to pursue thicir labor. 

{The questions and answers in this 
lecture, relative to the disposition of the 
body and its discovery, are precisely like 
those on pages 82, 33 and 34. 

Master—How long had the body of the 
Grand Master, Hiram Abiff, remained in 
the grave on Mount Moria? 

Senior Warden—Faurteen days. 

Master—What did they do with the 
body ? 

Senior Warden—Raisedit in a Masonic 
form, and carried it up to the Temple for 
more decent interment. 

Master—W here was it buried ? 

Senior Warden—-Under the sanctum 
ganctorum, or holy of holies, of King 
Solomon’s Temple, over which they 
erected a marble monument, with this 
{inscription delincated thereon :—A vir- 
gin weeping over a broken column, with 
a book open before her; in hber right 
hand a sprig of cassia; in her left, an 
urn—Time stauding behind her, with his 
Lands infolded in the ringlets of her hair. 

Master—WV hat do they denote ? 

Senior Warden—The weeping virgin 
denotes the unfinished state of the Tem- 
ple; the broken column, that one of the 
principal supporters in Masonry had 
fallen; the book open before her, that 
his memory was on perpetual record; 
the sprig of cassia, the timely discovery 
of his grave; the urn in her left hand, 
that his ashes were safely deposited un- 
der the sanctum sanctorum, or holy of 
holies, of King Solomon’s Temple; and 
Time, standing behind her with his hands 
infolded in the ringlets of her hair, that 
time, patience, and perseverance will ac- 
complish all things, 


THIRD SECTION, 


Master~-W hat does the Master's Lodge 
represent? 

Senior Warden—The sanctum sancto- 
rum, or holy of holies, of King Solomon’s 
Temple. 

Master—How long was the Temple 
building ? 

Senior Warden~—Seven years; during 
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which it rained not in the day time, that 
the workmen might not be obstructed in 
their labor, 

Master—What supported the Temple? 

Senior Warden—t'ourteen hundred ang 
fifty-three columns, and two ‘thousand, 
nine hundred and six pilasters ; allhewn 
from the finest Parian marble, 

Master—W hat further supported it? 

Senior Warden— Three grand columns, 
or pillars, 

Master—What were they called? 

Senior Warden— Wisdom, Strength, 
and Beauty. 

Master—What did they represent ? 

Senior Warden—The pillar of Wisdom 
represented Solomon, King of Israel, 
whose wisdom contrived the mighty hb- 
ric; the pillar of Strength, Hiram, King of 
Tyre, who strengthened Solomon in his 
grand undertaking ; the pillar of Beauty, 
Hiram Abiff, the widow’s son, ‘whost 
cunning craft and curious workmanship 
beautitied and adorncd the Temple. 

Master—How many were there em’ 
ployed in the building of King Solomon’s 
Temple? 

Senior Warden—Three Grand Masters; 
three thousand three hundred Masters, or 
overseers of the work; eighty thousand 
Fellow Crafts; and seventy thousand 
Entered Apprentices: all those were 
classed and arranged in such a manner, 
by the wisdom of Solomon, that neither 
envy, discord, nor confusion were suf- 
fered to interrupt that universal peace 
and tranquility that pervaded the work 
at that inportant period, 

Master—How many constitutes an Ens 
tered Apprentice’s Lodge? 

Senior Warden—Seven; one Master 
and six Entered Apprentices. 

Master—Where did they usually meet? 

Senior Warden—On the ground floor 
of King Solomon's Temple. 

Master—llow many constitutes a Fel. 
low Craft's Lodge ? 

Senior Warden—Five ; two Masters 
and three Fellow Crafts. 

Master—Whiere did they usually meet ? 

Senior Warden—In the raiddle cham» 
ber of King Solomon’s Temple, 

Master—How many constitutes a Mas 
ter’s Lodge? 

Senior Warden—Three Master Masone, 

Master—Where did they usualy meet? 

Senior Warden—In the sanctum sanc- 
torum, or hoiy of holies, of King Solo- 
mon’s Temple. 

Master—Have you any emblems in 
this degree ? 

Senior Warden—We have several, and 
they are divided into two classes. 
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Master—-What are the first class? 

Senior Warden—The Pot of Incense, 
the Bee-hive, the Book of Constitutions, 
guarded by the Tyler's Sword, the Sword 
pane to a Naked leart, the All-secing 

3ye, the Anchor and Ark, the Forty- 
seventh Probicm of Euclid, the Honr- 
glass, tho Scythe, and the Three Steps 
on the Master’s Carpet. 

Master—How are they explained? 

Senior Warden—Tho Por OF INCENSE 
ts an emblein of 2 pure heart, which is 
always an acceptable eacrifico to the 
Deity; and as this glows with fervent 
heat, so should our hearts continually 
glow with gratitude to tho great and be- 
nelicent Author of our existence, for the 
„manifold blessings ahd comforts we enjoy. 

The BEE-HIVE ig an emblem of indus- 
try, and recommends the practice of that 
virtue to all created beiugs, from the 
highest seraph in heaven to the lowest 
reptile of the dust. It teaclics us, that, 
a3 we came into the world rational and 
intelligent beings, so we should cver be 
industrious ones; never sitting down 
contented whilo our fellow creatures 
around us are in want, when itis in our 
power to relieve them without inconve- 
nience to ourselves. 

The BOOK OF CONSTITUTIONS, guard- 
ed by the Tyler's Sword, reminds us 
that we should be ever watchful and 
guarded, in our thoughts, words, and ac- 
tions, and particularly when before the 
encemics of Masonry; evcr bearing in re- 
wunembrance those truly Masonic virtues, 
Silenco and Circumspection. 

The SWORD POINTING TO A NAKED 
HEART demonstrates that justice will 
sooner or later overtake us; and, al- 
though our thoughts, words and actions 
may be hidden from the eyes of men, 
yet, that ALL-SEEING EYE whom the 
pun, moon, and stars obey, and under 
whose watchful care even comets per- 
form their stupendous revolutions, per- 
vades the inmost recesses of the human 
heart, and will reward us, according 
our merits. 

The ANCHOR and ARK are emblems 
of awell-grounded hope and well spent 
life, They are emblematical of that Di- 
vine Ark which safely watts ug over this 
tempestuous sea of troubles, and that 
Anchor which shall safely moor us in, a 
peaceful harbor, where the wicked.cease 
from troubling, and the weary shall find 
rest, 

The. FORTY-SEVENTH PROBLEM OF 
EUCLID was an invention of our-ancient 
fricnd ànd brother, the great Pythagoras, 
who, in his travels through Asia, Africa 
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and Europe, was {initiated Into severa! 
orders of priesthood, and raised to tho 
sublime degree of a Master Mason. He 
drew out many probiems in Geometry, 
or Masonry, and on erccting this one ho 
exclaimed, EUREKA! signifying J have 
found it. Itteaches Masons to be geno- 
ral lovers of arts and sciences. 

The IlOUR-GLASS is an ernblem of bu- 
man life. Asthe sands runn, tbus wastes 
man, To-day, he puts forth the tender 
leaves of hope; to-morrow, blossoms, 
and bears his blushing honors thick npon 
him; the next day comes a frost, which 
nips the shoot, and when he thinks his 
greatness is still ripening, he falls, like 
autumn leaves, to enrich our mother 
earth. 

The SCYTHE is an emblem of Timo, 
which cuts the brittle thread of life and 
launches us into Lternity—showing that 
every one of us must be cut down by 
this all-devouring scythe, aud be gather. 
cd into the unknown land of shadows. 

The THREE STEPS usually delineated 
on the Master's Carpet, are emblcmati- 
cal of the three principal stages of bu- 
man life, viz.: Youth, Manhood, and 
Age. In youth. as Entered Apprentices, 
we ought industriously to occupy our 
minds in the attainment of useful know- 
ledge; in manhood, as Fellow Crafts, 
we should apply our knowledge to the 
discharge of our respective duties to 
God, our neighbors, and ourselves; so 
that, in age, as Master Masons, we may 
enjoy the happy refiections consequent 
ou a well spent life, and die in the hope 
of a glorious immortality. 

Master— What are the second class of 
emblems ? 

Senior Warden—The Spade, the Cof- 
fin, the Death-head and Marrow-bones, 
and tho Sprig of Cassia. They are thus 
explained: 

The SPADE opens the vault to reccive 
our bodies, where our active limbs will 
soon moulder to dust. 

The COFFIN, DEATH-HEAD and MAR- 
ROW-BONES are emblematical of the 
death and burial of our Grand Master; 
Hiram Abiff, aud ag such are worthy our 
Serious attention. 

The Sprig OF Cassta is emblematicat 
of that immortal part of man that never 
dies, and should remind us that a correct 
and upright life here will enable us to 
enter into the Celestial Lcoige above, 
where the Grand Master of the Universe 
presides. 

This ends the Master Mason’s.degrce, 
and the whole of the first three’ degrees 
of Masonry. Wery few Masons take 
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enough interest to be advanced further 
than to become a Master, and conse- 
quently never get the pass-word that was 
lost by the tragical death of Hiram Abiff. 

The reader will wonder why this pass- 
word is represented as being utterly lost, 
when it must have been known to King 
Solomon, and to Hiram, King of Tyre, 
who were both Grand Masters, ranking 
as such, in building the Temple, "equally 
with Hiram Abif. The answer is, that 
by their oaths the pass-word of a Master 
Mason eould not be given unless the 
three Masters were present; and as King 
Solomon, Hiram, King of Tyre, and Hi- 
ram Abiff were the only Master Masons 
in the world, the word eould not be given 
at all after Hiram Abiff’s death, and was 
therefore practically lost for all future 
Master Masons. King Solomon is faid 
to have substituted in place of the lost 
one, the word now used in the Master 
Mason’s degree, viz.: MAH-HAH-BONE, 
Yet the missing word was found after 
four hundred and seventy years, and 
was then, aud still is used in the Royal 
Arch degree, as will be seen in the cere- 
monies of that degree. 

Many years ago, after William Mor- 
gan published his book revealing the 
mysteries of the three first degrees, the 
Grand Lodge of the State of New York 
ordained and e3tablished a new Test- 
oath and Word for the Master Mason’s 
degree, to prevent book-masons from 
gaining admittance into the Lodges. It 
was as follows! 

A stranger who desired to visit a 
Lodge, presented himsel’ at the door and 
rapped in the usual inanner. 

Tyler, looking out—Do you wish to 
visit this Lodge ? 

Stranger—Yes, if thought worthy. 

Tyler—By what aro youreeommended? 

Stranger—Dy roy tidelity. 

Tyler (opening the door, and extending 
his right arm obliquely forward and up- 
ward to an angle of about forty-five dce- 
grees, his hand open and thumb pointing 
upward)—Prove that. _ 

Stranger eomcs forward and places the 
back of bis left hand against the palm of 
the Tylers extended right hand, leans 
forward and whispers in his car L-0-5, 
and pronomnees Los, 

This word is the reverse of SOL, the 
Sun. The Grand Lodge also made eaeh 
Master Mason, on his initiation, solemnly 
swear, in addition to his other obliga- 
tions, not to reveal this word and sign, 
under penalty of being forever disgraced 
and dishonored as a man, and despised, 
degraded ard expelled as a Mason, 
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Eight officers are necessary to open a 
Lodge in this degree, viz.: Right Wor- 
shipful Master, Master Overseer, Senior 
and Junior Overseers, Senior and Junior 
Wardens, Senior and Junior Deacons, 
Seeretary and Treasurer, 

The interior arrangements of the 
Lodge, and the positions of the Master, 
Wardens, Deacons, Seeretary and Trea- 
surer, are the same as those in the En- 
tered Apprentiee’s degree, (page 5.) Tho 
Master Overseer takes his seat on tho 
right of the Right Worshipful Master in 
the east. The Senior Overseer sits on 
the right of the Senior Warden in the 
west, and his Junior on the right of the 
Junior Warden in the south. 

Right Worshipful Master (giving a rap 
with his gavel]—DBrethren, I am about to 
open a Lodge of Mark Master Masons in 
this place, for the dispateh of business. 
I will thank you for your attention and 
assistance. If there is any person press 
ent who has not taken this degree, he is 
requested to retire. [To Senior War- 
den]—Brother Senior, are you satisfied 
that all present are Mark Masters ? 

Senior Warden—Right Worshipful, I 
wish the pass-word might be given by 
the brethren. 

The two Deaeons thereupon go round 
and receive the word, whichis JOPPA, 
in samo manner ag in the I’cHow Craft’s 
decree, (page 19.) 

Master (giving one rap)—Lrother Ju- 
nior Deacon, the first care of congrue- 
gated Masons? 

Junior Deacon (rising and giving the 
due-cuard in this degree, as on page 42) 
—To sce the Lodge tyled, Right Wor- 
shipful. 

Master—Perform that part of your 
duty, and informthe Tyler that we are 
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about to open a Lodge of Mark Master 
Masons in this place tor the dispatch of 
business; and direct him to tylo ac- 
cordingly. | 

The Junior Deacon then walks very 
quick to the door, and gives four raps, 
which ‘are answered by four without, 
from the Tyler; the Junior Deacon theu 
gives one, which is answered by the Ty- 
ler with one; the door is then partly 
opened, when the Junior Deacon de- 
livers his message. He then returns, 
gives the due-guard again, and says— 
The door is tyled, Right Worshipful, 

Master—How tyled? 

Junior Deacon—With secresy and 
brotherly love , also by a brother of this 
dogree, with a drawn sword in his hand 

Master—His duty there? 

Junior Deacon—To keep off cowans 
and eaves-droppers, see tliat none pass 
or-re-pass without duc qualification, or 

crmission from the Right Worshipful 
faster. 

Master—Let us be clothed, brethren. 
{Here the officers and members put on 
their aprons and jewels.) The Master 
gives two raps with his gavel, which 
brings all the subordinate officers on 
their feet; and cach standing in his place, 
recites his duty on being questioned. 

‘Master—The Junior Oversccr’s station 
in the Lodge ? 

Junior Overseer—At the south gate. 

Master—Your duty there, Brother Ju- 
nior Overseer ? 

Junior Overseer—To inspect all mato- 
rials brought up for the building of the 
Templo; and, if approved, pass them on 
to the Senior Overseer, at tho west gate, 
tor further inspection. 

Master—Tho Senior Overseer’s place 
in the Lodge ? 

Senior Overseer—At the west gate. 

Master—Your business there, Brother 
Senior Overseer ? 

Senior Overseer—To inspect all mate- 
rials brought up for the building of the 
Temple; and, if approved, pass them on 
to the Master Overscer, at the east gate, 
for further inspection. 

Master—The Master Oversecr’s place 
in the Lodge? 

Master Overseer—At the east gate. 

Master—Your business there, Brother 
Master Overseer ? 

Master Overseer--To preside at the 
\nspection of al! materials brought up 
for the building of the Temple ; and, if 
disapproved, to call a council of my bro- 
ther Overseers. 

Master—The Junior Doacon’s place in 
the Lodzo? 
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Junior Deacon—At the righ$, in front 
of the Senior Warden. 

Master—Your duty there, Brother Jue 
nior ? 

Junior Deacon—To carry messages 
from the Senior Warden in the west, to 
the Junior Warden in the south; and 
elsewhere about the Lodge, as he may 
direct. 

Master—The Senior Deacon’s place in 
the Lodge? 

Senior Deacon—At the right, in front of 
the Right Worshipful Master in the east. 

Master—Your duty there, Bro. Senior? 

Senior Deacon—To carry messages 
from the Right Worshipful Master in 
the cast, to the Senior Warden in the 
west, and elsewhere about the Lodge, 
as he may direct. To assist in the prepa- 
ration and initiation of candidates, and to 
welcome antl clothe all visiting brethren, 

Master—Tho Secretary's station in the 
Lodge ? 

Seeretary—<At the left hand of the 
Right Worshipful Master in the east, 

Master—Your duty there, Brother Se- 
cretary ? 

Secretary—To record tho doings of 
the Lodge, collect all money, pay it over 
to the ‘Treasurer, and kecp a true and 
correct account of the same. 

Master— The Treasurer's station in the 
Lodge t 

Treasurer—At- the right hand of the 
Worshipful Master in the east. 

Master—Your duty there, 
Treasurer ? 

Treasurer—To reecive all money from 
the hands of the Secretary, to keep a 
truc and correct account of the same, 
and pay it out by order of the Right 
Worshipful Master, with the consent of 
the brethren. 

Master—‘Che Junior Warden’s place in 
the Lodge? 

Junior Warden—In the south, Right 
Worshipful. 

Master—Y our duty there, Bro. Junior? 

Junior Warden—As the sun is in the 
south at high twelve, which is the glory 
and beauty of the day, so stands the Ju- 
nior Warden in the south, to call the 
crafts from labor to refreshment, and 
from refreshment to labor, that the Right 
Worshipful Master may have profit and 
pleasure thereby. 

Master—The Senior Warden’s place in 
the Lodge? 

Senior Warden—In tho west, Right 
Worshipful. 

Master—Your duty there, Pro. Senior? 

Senior Warden—As the sun sets in the 
west, to close the day, so stands the Se 


Brother 
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nior Warden in the west, to assist the| gree. You then drop your arms down, 
Right Worshipful Master in opening and | the ips two fingers of the right hand 


closing his Lodge, pay the crafts their 
wages, if any be due, and see that none 
go away dissatisfied ; harmony being the 
strength and support of all institutions, 
but more especially of ours, 

Master—The Right Worshipful Mas- 
ter’s station in the Lodge? 

Senior Warden—In the east, Right 
Worshipful. 

Master—His duty there, Brother Se- 
hior? 

Senior Warden—As the sun rises in 
the east, to open and adorn the day, so 
rises the Right Worshipful Master in the 
east, to open and adorn his Lodge, and 
get the craft to work with proper in- 
etructions for their labor, 

Master (rising)—After that manner go 
do I. Itis my will and pleasure that a 
Lodge of Mark Master Masons be opened 
in this place, for the dispatch of busi- 
ness. Brother Senior, you will please 
ecmmunicate the same to tho Junior 
Warden in the south, that the brethren 
may have due and timely notice thereof, 

Senior Warden to his Junior—Brother 
Junior, it is the Right Worshipful Mas- 
ter’s order that a Lodge of Mark Master 
Jasons be opened in “this place for the 
dispatch of business, You will please 
inform the brethren thereof. 

Junior Warden (giving three raps with 
the gavel)—Brethren, it is our Right 
Worshipful Master’s order that a Lodge 
of Mark Master Masons be opened in 
this place for the dispatch of business, 
You are ordered to take due notice there- 
of, and govern yourselves accordingly, 

Master—Attend to the signs, brethren. 

The members present first give tne 
Entered Apprentice signs, (page 7,) the 
Fellow Cratt signs, (page %2,) and tke 
Master Mason’s signs, Ens ag 29 and 30.) 
The Mark Master's signs 
are then given as follows: 
Pirst, interlace the fingers or Z 
of both hanés, and hold g£ i 
them down in front oppo- na! 
site to the right hip, then 
draw them upward as if | 
you held a weight in them, £ 
and bring them to the lett ff 
Bide of the ai in a man. 








over your left shoulder, 
the palms of your hands 
facing the shoulder, This 
is called HEAVE-OVER, and 
ailudes to the rejection of 
tho key-stone in this de- 


Heave Over, 


clenched, the first two 
and thumb open, paral. 
kel with each other and 
about one inch apart. 
Jt alludes to the manner 
the candidate is directed 
to carry tho key-stone, 
You then raise the right 
‘hand to your right ear, 
still holding the thumb 
and the two first fingera 
open, and with a circular 
motion of the haud the 
fingers should be passed 
round the ear, as though 
you were combing back 
your ear-lock, the ear 
passing between the two 
Due-guard, fingers and thumb., The 


hand is then dropped partly down, the 


alm open and in @ horizontal position, 
4 me then lift up the left 


hand and bring it 
down edgewise upe 
on the wrist of tbe 
right. This alludes 
to the penalties of 
the obligation in 
this degree, viz: to 
have both the ear 
and the right hand 
cut off. The third 
sign İs made by ex- 
tending in front tho 
right arm at full 
length, the thumb 
=== and two first fin- 
= gers open, about 

Sa- one inch apart, the 

third and litt ‘le £n- 

gers clenched, palm of the hand up, It 
alludes to the pe- 
culiar manner in 
which the Mark 
Master is taught 
to receive wages. 
The Master 
now reads from a 
text-book the fol- 
lowing: Where. 
fore my brethren, 
lay aside all mal- 
ice and guile, and 
hy pocrisies, and 
envies, and all 
evil speaking. If 
Bo be, ye have 
tasted that the 
Lord is gracious ; ra 
to whom coming, as unto a living 











2 stone, 
disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of 
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God, and procious; ye also, as living 
stones, bo ye builtupaspiri al house, an 
holy priesthood, to effer up sacrifices ac- 
ceptable to God. Brethren, this is the 
will of God, that with well-doing ye put 
to silence the ignorance of foolish men. 
As free, and not as using your liberty for 
a cloak of maliciousness, but as the ser. 
vauts of God, 

Tne Right Worshipful Master then 
gives two raps with bis gavel; Senior 
Warden two, and Junior Wardon two, 
which raps are then repeated. 

Master—I now declare this Lodge of 
Mark Master Masons opened in due and 
ancient form, and hereby forbid all im- 

roper conduct whereoy this Lodge may 

e disturbed, under no less penalty than 
the by-laws, or a majority of the Lodge 
may see fit to infect. Master (to Junior 
Deacon)—Brother Junior, please to in- 
form the Tyler the Lodgo is open. 

Junior Deacon informs the Tyler, and 
returns to his seat. 

The Lodge beiug opened and ready for 
business, the Right Worshipful Master 
direets the Secretary to read the minutes 
of tha last mecting, which geuerally 
brings to view the business of the present. 
If there are any candidates to be brought 
forward, that is generally the first busi- 
ness. A Master Mason wishing for fur- 
ther light in Masonry, seuds a petition to 
the Chapter, and requests to be advaneed 
to the honorary degree of Mark Master 
Mason; he is balloied for in the same 
mauucr as in tae Hatered Apprertice’s 
degree, (page &) j 

The Senior Deacon, who prepares and 
conducts the candidate in tbe first part 
ef the ceremonies, passes out of the 
Lodge intd the adjoining rcom, where the 
candidate is in waiting, pulls off his coat, 
and rolls up his shirt sleeves to the shoul- 
der, and directs the candidate to do the 
same; he thea takes in his right handa 
‘mall block of white marble abcut four 
inches squcre, and six inches long, weigh- 
ing about eleven pounds, holding it be- 
tweeu the thumb and two first fingors, 
the otaer fingers clenched, the arm ex- 
tended down; the eandidate is furnished 
with a key stone, of the same material 
and weight, which he is directed to carry 
in like manner, the door is then opened 
without ceremony, and the Junior Dea- 
con, as Conductor, enters, about three 
paces in advance of the candidate, and 
walks four times round the Lodge, and 
halts at the.Junior Overseer’s station at 
the south gate, where the Conductor 
gives four rapa with his heel on the floor. 

Junior Qversecr—Who comes here? 
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Senior Deacon—A craftsman from tho 
quarries, bringing up work for inspection 

Junior Overscer—Have you a speci- 
men of your work? 

Senior Deacon-I have. 

Junior Overscer—Present it. 

Tho Senior Deacon presents his stone 
to the Junior Overseer, who applies his 
small trying square to its different angles, 
and they agreeing with the angles of the 
square, he says—VThis is good work— 
square work—just such- work as is want- 
ed for the building, [returning the block 
to the Senior Deacon.) You will pass 
on to the Senior Overscer at the west 
gate, for further inspection. 

Senior Deacon goes only a few steps, 
until the eandidate has been examined. 
Candidate eomes up to Junior Oversecr 
in imitation of his Couductor.and gives 
four raps with his heel. 

Junior Overseer—Who comes here ? 

Candidate—A craftsman froin the quar. 
ries, bringing up work for inspection. 

Junior Overseer—Have you a specie 
men of your work ? 

Candidate—I have. 

Junior Overscer—Present it. 

Candidate presents the key stone, 

Junior Overseer (applying his square 
to it, and finding it docs not fit)—This is 
& curious wrougnt stone indecd: it is ne} 
ther oblong or square; square work is 
only such ag we have orders to reeeive; 
neither has it the mark of any of tha 
craft upon it. Isthat your mark 1” ae 
ing to the letters on the key stone. 

Candidate—It is not. 

Junior Overseer—Owing to its singular 
form and beauty, I feel unwilling to re 
ject it; you will pass on to the Senior 
Overseer at the west gato for further in- 
spection. 

The same scene then occurs with tbe 
Senior Overseer at the west ghte, who 
direets both the Senior Deacon and cans 
didate to the Master Overseer at the east 
gate. Senior Deacon presents his stono 
to him. 

Master Overseer (applying his square)== 
This is good work-—sgquare work—jusb 
such work 23 is wanted for the buildins, 
you are entitled to your wages; paz 
on. Conductor passes and takes his seat, 

Candidate then presents his key stone, 
as before. 

Master Overseer (applying his square) 
—This is a euriously wrought stone. It 
appears to be neither oblong nor square, 
nor is there any mark upon it. {Looking 
sternly at eandidate]—Is this your work ? 

Candidate—It is not. 

Master Overseor--Where did you get it? 
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Candidate=I picked up this stone in 
the quarry. 

Master Overseer—Why do you bring 
another man’s work to impose upon the 
Overseers? You will stand aside, 

The Master Overseer now stamps on 
the floor four times with his foot, which 
Lrings up the other two Overseers. 

Master Overseer—Brother Junior Over- 
geer, did you sufier this work to pass your 
inspection ? 

Junior Overseer—I did; I observed to 
the young craftsman, at the time, the 
stone was not such as we had orders to 
receive ; but Owing to its singular form 
and beauty, I felt unwilling to reject it, 
and suffered it to pass to the Senior Over- 
seer at the west gate. 

Senior Overseer—I made the same ob- 
servations to the young craftsman, and 
for the sams reason permitted it to pass 
to the Master Overseer at the east gate, 

Master— Why, you gec the stone is nei- 
ther oblong or square, neither has it the 
mark of any of the craft upon it. Do 
you know this mark that is upon it? 

Junior Overseer—I do not, 

Senior Overseer—Neither do I. 

Master Overseer—Vvhat shall I do 
with it? 

Junior Oversecr—I propose wo heave 
it over among the rubbish. 

Master Overseer—Agreed: it shall be 
done. 

The Master end Senior Overseers take 
up the key stone, and swinging it four 
times back and forth between them, the 
fourth time the Junior Overseer catches 
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it over the left shoulder of the Master 
Overseer (in imitation of the sign of 
heave over), and throws it aside. At thig 
moment all the brethren begin to shuffle 
around the room, leaving their seats, 

Master (giving one rap with his gavel) 
—What is the cause of this disturbance 
among the workmen? 

Senior Warden—It is the sixth hour of 
the sixth day of the week, and the craft 
are impatient to receive their wages. 

Master—Brother Senior Warden, it is 
my order that you assemble the craft, 
and march in procession to the office of 
the Senior Grand Warden, to receive 
wages, 

The members now form two and two, 
(candidate behind,) and march round the 
Lodge, singing the song, “ Mark Masters, 
all appear,” &c., from the Text-book, 

As they finish the second verse, each 
brother walks up in his turn to the Se- 
nior Warden, who stands behind a lat- 
tice window, and thrusts his hand through 
the hole in the window, receives his pen- 
ny, withdraws his hand, and, passes on, 
and so on, until the candidate, who cames 


{ last, puts his hand through, for his penny. 


The Senior Warden seizes his hand, and 
bracing his foot against the window. 
draws the candidate’s arm through to tha 
zhoulder, and exclaims vehemently, “ An 
impostor ! an impostor!” another person 
exclaims, *‘ Strike off his hand!” and at 
the same time runs up with a drawn 
sword to give the blow. The Scnior 
Deacon row interecedes for the candi- 
date, and says, “Spare him; he ig no? 
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an impostor; J Knov him to bo a crafts- 
man; í havo wrought with kim in the 
quarries.” 

Senior Warden—Hoe is an impostor, 
for ho has attempted to receive wages 
without being able to give tho token, and 
the penalty must be inflicted. 

Sonior Deacon—If you will release 
him, I will take him to our Right Wor- 
shipful Master, and state his case to him, 
and if tho penalty must bo inflicted, 1 
will see it duly executed, 

Senior Warden—On those conditions I 
will release him, provided he can satisfy 
mo he is a Fellow Craft Mason. 

The candidate now withdraws his arm, 
and gives tho sign of a Fellow Craft Ma- 
son, a8 on page 22, 

Tho membors of the Lodge then tako 
their seats. 

Senior Deacon (taking candidate to 
Master)—Right Worshipful, tbis young 
eraftsman has been deteeted as an im- 
postor, at tho office of tho Senior Grand 
Warden,in attempting to receivo wages 
without being able to give the token, 

Master (looking sternly at the candi- 
date)—Are you a Fellow Craft Mason? 

Candidate—I am. 

Master—Give me the sign of a Fellow 
Craft Mason ? 

Candidato gives the sign, as before, 

Master to Senior Deacon—It is well 
Ho is undoubtedly a Fellow Craft. [Turn- 
ing to candidate.| You havo attempted 
to receive wages without being able to 
give the token-—-I am astonished that s0 
intelligent a looking young erafisman 
should thus attémpt to irapcse upon us 
Such conduct requires severe punigh- 
ment. The penalty your have incurred 
is to have your right hand struck cff. 
Ifave you eyer heen taught how to re- 
ceivo wares ? 

Candidate—I havo not. 

Master—Abh, this in a measure serves 
to mitigato your crime. If you are in- 
structed how to receive wages, will you 
do better for the futuro ? 

Candidate--I will 

Master—On account of your youth and 
imexperiencs, the penalty is remitted, 
Brother Senior Deacon, you will take 
this young craftsman, and give him a 
severe reprimand, aud take him with 
you to the quarries, and there teach him 

ow to bring up a regular wrought stene. 

Senior Deacon (taking candidato by 
the collar)—-Young man, it appears you 
have come up here this evening to im- 
pose upon us; first, by presenting work 
which wes not fit for tho buiding, and 
then by claimiug wages when there was 
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not one farthing your due. Your work 
was not approved; you are not entitled 
to any wages, and had it not been for my 
timely interference, you would havo lost 
your right hand, if not your life. Let 
this be a striking lesson to you, never to 
attempt to impose upon the craft here- 
after. But go with me to the quarries, 
and there exhibit some specimens of your 
skill aud industry ; and if your work is 
approved, you shali be taught how to re- 
ecive wages in a proper manner. Come, 
I say, go with me. [Shakes the candi- 
date severely, and hurries him off into 
the preparation room. | 

The Senior Deacon returng to his scat 
in the Lodge, and tho Junior Deacon 
prepares the candidate for the degree, by 
divesting him of his outward apparel, and 
all money and valuabies, his breast bare, 
and a eablie-tow four times round his bo- 
dy ; in which condition he is eonducted to 
the door, and gives four distinct knocks. 

Senior Deacon—Right Worshipful, while 
we are peaceably at work on the fourth 
degreo in Masonry, the door of our Lodge 
appears to be alarmed. 

Master—Brother Senior, attond to the 
cause of that alarm. 

The Senior Deacon then steps to the 
door, and answers the alarm by four 
knocks. This is responded to from the 
outside by one knock, which is returned 
by the Senior Deacon. ‘The door is then 
partly opened. 

‘Senior Deacon—Who comes there ? 

Junior Deacon—A worthy brother, 
who has been regularly initiated as an 
Entered Apprentico Mason, served a 
proper time as guch, passed to tho degreo 
of a Mellow Craft, raised to tho sublime 
degree of a Master Mason, and now 
wishes for further ight in Masonry, by 
being advaneed to tho inore honorable 
degree of Mark Master Mason, 

Senior Deacon—Is it of his own freo 
wiil and accord he makes this request ? 

Junior Deacon—tIt is. 

Senior Deacon—Is he duly and truly 
prepared ? 

Junior Deacon—He is, 

Senior Deacon—Has he wrought in the 
quarries, and exhibited speciinens of his 
skill in the preceding degrees? 

Junior Derxeon—Ho has, 

Senior Dexcor—By what further right 
or benefit does he expect this favor? 

Junior Deaeon—By the benefit of a 
pass-word. 

Senior Deacon—Has he a pass-word ? 

Junior Deacon—He has not, but I 
have it for him. 

Senior Deacon—Givea it ma. 
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Junior Deacon whispers in his ear the 
word JOPPA, 

Senior Deacon—The pass-word is right. 
You will let him wait until the Right 
Worshipful Master is made acquainted 
with his request, and his answer returned. 

Senior Deacon returns to the Right 
Worshipful Master, where the same ques- 
tions aro asked, and answers returned, ag 
at the door. 

Master—Since he comes endowed with 
the necessary qualifications, let him en- 
ter, in the name of the Lord, and take 
heed on what ho enters, 

The door is then opened, the candidate 
enters, the junior Deacon steps behind 
him, takes hold of his arms, draws them 
back, and holds them firmly behind. 

Senior Deacon (approaching candidate 
with a mallet and engraving chisel in his 
hands)—Brother, it becomes my duty to 
place a mark upon you which you will 
probably carry to your grave. As an 
Entered Apprentice Mason, you were re- 
ceived upon one point of the compasses, 

ressing your nakcd left breast; as a 
Fellow Craft Mason, you were received 
upon the angle of a square, pressing 
your naked right breast: as a Master 
Mason, Ne were received upon both 
points of the compasses, extending from 
your naked left to right breast. They 
were then explained to you, The chisel 
aud mallet [placing the edge of the chi- 
sel against his breast] are instruments 
used by operative Masons to hew, cut, 
carve, and indent their work: but we, as 
Free and Accepted Masons, make use of 
them for a more noble and glorious pur- 
pose. We uso them to hew, cut, carve, 
ond indent the mind And as a Mark 
Master Mason, we receive you npon the 
edge of the indenting chisel, and under 
the pressure of the mallet. 

As ho pronounces the last words, he 
braces his feot, raises hig mallet, and 
makes two or threa false motions, and 


gives a viclent blow upon the head of| 


the chisel; throws down mallet and chi- 
gel, takes hold of the cable-tow, and says 
to candidate~-Foliow me. 

They welk four times round the Lodge, 
and each tima as he passes the stations cf 
the Master, Senior and Junior Wardens, 
they each give one loud rap with their 
mallet. The Master, in the mean time, 
yee.ds from a text-book the following pas- 
gages of Scripture: 

The stone which the builders reft'sed, 


is become the bead stone of the corner, | 


Psalm cxviii 22. 
Did ye never read in the Scriptures, 
Tro stone which the builders rejected, is 
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become the head of the corner ?=-Gospel 
of St. Matthew, ch. xxi. v. 42, 

And have you not read this Scripture, 
The stone which the builders rejected, is 
become the head of the corner ?7—~Mark, 
chap. xii. V. 10 

What is this, then, that is written, The 
stone which the builders rejected, is bee 
come the head of the corner.—-Luke xx, 
verse 17. 

The reading is so timed as to be com» 
pleted just as the candidate arrives at 
the Junior Warden’s post; who gives an 
alarm. of ‘four knocks, and the same ques- 
tions are asked, and answers returned, as 
at the door, 

The Junior Warden directs him to his 
Senior, who, on his arrivai, gives four 
raps, and the like questions are asked 
aud answered. From thence he is direct. 
ed to the Right Worshipful Master in the 
east, where the same questions are asked 
and the same answers given. Tho Mas- 
ter then order's that the candidate be con- 
ducted back to the Senior Warden in the 
west, and be taught by him to approach 
the east by four upright regular steps, his 
feet forming a square, and body erect at 
the altar, The candidate then kneels, 
and receives the obligation, as follows : 

I, Jobn Smith, of my own free will 
and accord, in presence of Almighty 
God, and this Right Worshipful Lodge of 
Mark ' Master Masons, do hereby and 
hereon, in addition to my former obliga- 
tions, most solemnly and sincerely pro- 
mise and swear, that I will not give the 
secrets of a Mark Master Mason to any 
one of an inferior degree, nor to any 
other person in the known world, except 
it bo a true ard lawful brother, or bre. 
thren, of this degree ; and not unto him 
nor unto them whom F shall hear go to 
be, but unto him and them only whom I 
shall find soto be, after strict trial and 
cue examination, or lawful information 


given Furtbermore do I promise and 


swear, that I wil support the constitu- 
tion of the Gencrai Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter of the United States of America, 
also the Grand Roya! Arch Chapter of 
this State, under which this Lodge is 
held, and conform to all the by-laws, 
rules and regulations of this or any 
other Lodge of Mark Master Masons, of 
which í may atany time hereafter bee 
come a member. Furthermore do i pro- 
mise and swear, that 1 will obey ail regu- 
lar signs and summons given, handed, 
sent, or thrown to me from the hand of 
a’brother Mark Master Mason, or from 
the bedy of a just and legally constituted 
Lodge of such, provided it be within the 
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length of my cable-tow. Furthermore 
do I promise and swear, that I will not 
wroug this Lodge, or a brother of this 
degree, to the value of his wages, (or 
one penny) myself, knowingly, nor suffer 
it to be done by others if in my power to 
prevent it. Furthermore do I promise 
and swear, that I will not sell, swap, 
barter, or exchange my mark, which I 
thall horeafter choose, after it has been 
recorded in the book of marks, for any 
other one unless it be a dead mark, or 
one of an older date, nor will { pledge it 
a second time until it is lawfully redeem- 
ed from the first pledge. Furthermore 
do I promise and swear, that I will re- 
ceive a brothers mark when offered to 
me requesting a favor, and grant him his 
request if in my power; and if it is not 
in my power to grant his request, I will 
return him his mark with the value 
thereof, which is half a shekel of silver, 
or quarter of a dollar, To all of whieh 
Y do most solemnly and sincerely pro- 
mise and swear, with a fixed and steady 
purpose of mind in me to keep and per- 
form the same, binding mysclf under no 
less penalty than to have my right ear 
smote off, that I may forever be inable 
to hear the word, and my right hand 
ehopped off, as the penalty as an impos- 
tor, if I should ever prove wilfully guilty 
of violating any part of this my solemn 
oath, or obligation, of a Mark Master 
Mason. So help me God, and make me 
steadfast to keep and perform the samo, 

Master—Detach your hand and kiss the 
book four times. 

As soon as the candidate has taken the 
Obligation, seme brother makes an alarm 
on the outside of the door. 

Junior Deacon (rising)—There is an 
alarm at the door, Right Worshipful. 

Master-—-Attend to the alarm, brother, 
and see who eomes there. 

Junior Deacon inquires the cause of 
the alarm, and retirus with a letter for 
the Right Worshipful Master, who opens 
it and reads as follows, or something to 
this effect: 

Lo the Right Worshipful Master, 
St. Johns Merk Lodge: 

Dear Brother—I am in the imuinediate 
want of the loan of twenty-five dollars, 
which I wish to borrow of Brother Smith. 
The only sceurity which I can offer for 
the same, is my mark, which 1 pledge 
until the moncy is refunded. You will 
please present it to him, and send the 
money by the bearer. 

Yours fraternally, T, JONES. 

Master, to candidato, at the same time 
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accommodate Brother Jones with this 
money he asks the loan of? 

Candidate receives the mark, says he 
has no money about him; he cannot 
grant the request. 

Senior Warden—Pight Worshipfal, I 
can accommodate Brother Jones with 
twenty-five dollars, if he will leave his 
mark with me, as a pledge. 

Iaster, to candidate—Will you returp 
the mark, then ? 

Candidate hands it back, 

Master—How is this? do you return It 
without the priee, aud thus break your 
oath before you riso from the altar? 
Have you not sworn that where you 
eould not grant a brother’s request, you 
would return his mark with the price 
thereof, viz.: half a Jewish shekel cf sil- 
ver, or the fourth of a dollar? 

Candidate is generally embarrassed, 
and replies that all his money was taken 
from him in the preparation room, 

Master—Are you sure that you have 
not even a quarter dollar about you? 

Candidate—I am. 

Master—Look further. Perhaps some 
good friend has, in pity to your destitute 
situation, supplied you with that amount 
unknown to yourself: feel in all your 
pockets, and if you. find, after a thorougb 
seareh, that you have really none, we 
shall have less reason to think that you 
meant wilfully to violate your obligation. 

The candidate feels in his pocket and 
finds a quarter of a dollar, which some 
brother had slily placed there, He pro- 
tests he had no intention of concealing 
it; really supposed he had none about 
him, and bands it to the Master, with the 
mark. 

Master—Brother, let this scene bo 4 
striking lesson to you; should you ever 
hercafter have a mark presented you by 
a worthy brother, asking a favor, before 
you deny him, make diligent seareh, and 
be quite sure of your inability to serve 
him; perhaps you will thea find, as in 
the present instance, that some unknown 
person has befriended you, and you aro 
really in a better situation than you think 
yourself. 

The Right Worshipful Master now 
takes the candidate by the hand, and 
says—Arise, brother, and I will invest 


you with the pass-grip and word, and 


also the real grip and word of a Mark 
Master Mason. 

The pass-grip of this degree is made 
by extending the right arms and clasp- 
ing the fingers of the right hands, as one 
would naturally do to assist another up 


banding Lim the mark—Weil, cam you jia steep ascent It is said to have origh 
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rated from the fact that the banks of the 
river at Joppa were so steep that the 
workmen on the Temple had to assist 
each other up them while conveying the 
timber from the forests of Lebanon. The 
Nass-word is JOPPA. 





Master, to candidate—Will you be of; 
or from 2 

Candidate—F rom, 

Master—From what? 

Candidate—From the pass-grip to the 
true grip of a Mark Master Mason. 

Master—Pass on. 

The grip is made by locking the little 
fingers of the right hands, turning the 
backs of them together, and placing the 
ends of the thumbs against each other; 
its name is SIROC, or MARK WELL, and 
when properly made forms the initials of 
those two words, mark well 





The Right Worshipful Master, after 
admonishing the candjdate never to give 
the words in any way but that in which 
he received them, resumes his scat, when 
the brethren shuffle about their feet. 

Master—\What means this disturbance 
amorg the workmen, Brother Senior ? 

Senior Warden (rising)—Right Wor- 
shipful, the workmen are atastand for 
the want of a certain key stone to one of 
the principal arches, which no one has 
had orders to make. 

Master—A key stone to one of the 
principal arches? I gave our Grand 
Master, Hiram Abiff, strict orders to 
make that key stone, previous to his as- 
sassination, {Gives two raps with his 
gavel, which brings the three Overseers 
before him.] Brothers Overseers, has 
there been a stone of this description 
brought up for inspection? [exhibiting 
the figure of a key stone.] 

Master Overseer—There was a stone 
of that description brought up for iuspec- 
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tion, but it being neither oblong nor 
square, nor having the mark of any of 
the craft upon it, and we not knowing 
the mark that was upon it, supposed it 
unfit for the building, aud it was thrown 
over among the rubbish. 

Master—Let immediate search be made 
for it; the Temple cannot be finished 
without it; it ig one of the most valuable 
Stones in the whole building. [The bre 
thren then shufile about the Lodge again, 
and nd the key stone, and bring it up to 
the east.] 

Tho Master receives the stone and then 
reads to the Overseers from text-book— 
This is the stone which was set at naught 
by you builders, which is become the 
head of the corner—<Acts iv. 11. 

The Overseers retire confounded. 

Master reads to candidate from text- 
book—To him that overcometh will I 
give to eat of the hidden inasra, and J 
will give him a white stone, and in tho 
stone a new name written, which no man 
knoweth, saving him that receiveth it.— 
[Rev. xii 17.) Come forward, and re- 
ceive the new name. 

Candidate steps forward, 

iaster— Brother, I will now invest you 
with the new name that none but a Mark 
Master can receive. Itis a circle of let- 
ters which are the general mark of this 
py, degree, and are the initials of the 
8 3g following words: HIKAM TYRIAN, 
m g Wibow’s Son, SENT TG KING 
S~ SOLOMON, 

Within this circle of letters every Mark 
Master Mason must place his own pri- 
vate mark, which may be any device ho 
chooses to select. 

Master reads to candidate—He that 
hath an ear to ear, let him hear.—Rev. 
chap. iii. v. 13. 

The Master further instructs tho candi- 
date in the signs of the penalties of this 
degree, (page 42,) and then presents, or 
points out to him on the chart, the work- 
ing tools of a Mark Master Mason, viz. : 
a mallet and chisel, the use of which he 
explains as follows :—The chisel morally 
demonstrates the advantages of disci- 
pline and education. The mind, like the 
diamond in its original state, is rude and 
unpolished, but as the effect of the cli- 
sel on the external coat soon presents to 
view the latent beauties of the diamond, 
so education discovers the latent beauties 
of themind, and drawsthem forth torange 
the large field of matter and space, to cis- 
play the summit of human knowledge, our 
duty to God and man. The mallet moral- 
ly teaches to correct irregularities, and to 
reduce man to a proper level; so that by 


HARTE MASTER’S DEGREE: 


quiet deportment, he may, In the school 
of discipiine, learn to be content. What 
tbe mallet is to the workman, enlightencd 
reason Is to tho passions; it curbs ambi- 
tion, it depresses envy, it moderates an- 
ger, ‘and it encourages good dispositions, 
whence arises among good Masons that 
comely order ‘‘which nothing earthly 
gives, or cau destroy.” 

Master, to candidate—Brother, in ta- 
king thia degree, you have represented 
one of tha Fellow Craft Masons who 
wrought at the building of King Solo- 
mon's Temple. It was thelr custom on 
the oveof the sixth day of the week to 
carry up their work for inspection. This 
young craftsman discovered ln the quar- 
rics tho key stono to one of the principal 
arches that had been wrought by the 
Grand Master, Hiram Abiff, and, throw- 
ing away his own work, he took it up to 
the Teiplo, where it was inspected by 
the Overseers, rejected as of no account, 
and thrown over aniong the rubbish. He 
faen repaired to the office of the Senior 
Grand Warden to receivo his wages; 
but not being able to give tho token, he 
was deteeied as an impostor, which like 
tə have cost him his right hand; but 
King Solomon pardoned him, aud after a 
severe roprimand he was taken back to 
the quarries. Previous to the comple- 
tion of tho Temple, the progress of the 
work was interrupted for want of the 
key stone, which efireumstance being com- 
municated to King Solomon, he gave or- 
ders that search should be made for it 
among the rubbish, where it was fomnd, 
aud afterwards applied to its intended 
use, How it was disposed of, we cannot 
Now inform you. You nist advance fur- 
ther In the mysterles of Masonry, before 
you can know. 

On the sixth hour of tho sixth day of 
every week, the cratt, being eighty thou- 
sand in number, formed in procession, 
and repaired to the office of the Senior 
Grand Wardens, to receive their wages ; 
and in order to prevent the craft being 
iniposed upon by uuskilful workmen, cach 
craftsman claiming wages was made to 
thrust hls hand through a lattice window, 
and at the same tinme give this token, 
holding under tho two last fingers of his 
hand, a copy of his mark. 


The Senior Grand Warden cast his | 


eye upon the corresponding mark in the 
book, (where all the marks of the craft, 


cighty thousand in number, were record- | 


‘ed,) and secing how much money was 


cue to that particular mark, placed it be- 
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and passed on; and so on, each in his 
turn, until all were paid off. If any per- 
son attempted to receive wages withont 
being able to give the token, the Se- 
nior Grand Warden scizcd him by tho 
hand, drew his arm through the window, 
held him fast, and exclaimed immediate- 
ly, “ An impostor!” Upon thls signal, 
an ofliccr who was stationed there for 
that purpose, would immediately strike 
his arr off. 

The folowing charge is then given to 
the cancicate, by tho Right Worshipful 
Blaster: 

Brother, I congratulate you on having 
been thonght worthy of being advanced 
to this honorable degree of Masonry. 
Permit me to impress it on your mind, 
that your assiduity sheuld ever bo com- 
mensurate with your duties, which be. 
come more and moro extensive as you 
aivance in Masonry. In the honorable 
character of Mark Master Mason, it is 
more particularly your duty to endeavor 
to let your condnet in the Lodgo and 
among your brethren, be such as meyv 
stand the test of the Grand Overseer’s 
square: that you may not, like the un- 
finished and imperfect work of the negli 
gent and nnfaithful of former times, bo 
rejected, and thrown aside, as unfit for 
that spiritual bulding, that honso not 
made with hands, cternel in the heavens. 
While such is your conduct, should mis- 
fortunes assail you, should friends for- 
cake you, should cnvy traduce your good 
name, and malice persecute you: yet 
may you have confidenee, that amoag 
Mark Master lasong you will tiad friends 
who will administer to your distresseg, 
and coniort your aftlictions; ever bear. 
ing in mind, as a consokaticn under tho 
frowns of fortune, 2nd as an encourage- 
ment to lope for better prospects, that 
the stone which the builders rejected, pos- 
sessing merits to them unknown, became 
the chief stone of the corner. 

The brethren shuffle round the Lodge 
again, as before. 

Master, giving one rap—Srother Se 
nior, what is the cause of this disturte 
ance? 

Senior Warden—Nhight Worshipful, it 
is the sixth hour of the sixth day of the 
weck, and tlie craits are impatient to re- 
ecive their wages. 

Master—You will form them in pro- 
cession, and let them repair to the office 
of the Senior Grand Wardens and re 
ceive their wages. 

Members form two and two and march 
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tweon thé thumb and two fore-ingers of} around the Ledge against the sun, and 
tko craiisman, who withdrew bis hand] sing from the text-book the last three 
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vorses of the Mark Master’s Song. The 
ceremony of paying the wages is gone 
through at the Master’s seat in the east, 
the Master acting as Senior Grand War- 
den, and paying “‘every man a penny.” 

The members then inquire, each of 
the other, “ How much have you?” The 
answer is given, “A penhy.” Some one 
asks the candidate the question, and he 
replies, “A penny.” At this informa- 
tion, all the brethren pretend to be ina 
great rage, and hurl their pennies on 
the floor with violence, each protesting 
against the manner of paying tho craft. 

Master, giving one rap—Brethren, what 
is the cause of this confusién ? 

Senior Deacon—The craft are dissatis- 
fied with the manner in which you pay 
trem, Here is a young craftsman, who 
hag just past the square, and has received 
2s much as we, who have borne the bur- 
den and fatigue of the day ; and we don't 
think it is right and just; and we will 
not put up with it. 

Master—This is the law, and it is per- 
fectly right. 

Junior Deacon—I don’t know of any 
law that will justify any such proceed- 
ing. If there is any such law, I should 
bo glad if you would show it. 

Master—If you will be patient, you 
shail hear the law. [Reads.] For the 
kingdom of heaven is liko unto a man 
that is an householder, which went out 
early in the morning, to hire laborers 
into his vineyard. And when he had 
agreed with the laborers for a penny a 
day, he sent them into his vineyard. 
And he went out about the third hour, 
and saw others standing idle in the mar- 
ket-place, and said unto them, Go ye also 
into the vineyard; and whatsoever is 
right, Iwill give you. And they weni 
tneir way. And he again went out, 
about the sixth and ninth hour, and did 
likewise ; and about the eleventh hour, 
he went out and found otbers standing 
idle, anc saith unto them, Why stand ye 
here all the day idle? They say unto 
him, Because no man hath hired us. He 
saith unto them, Go ye also into the vine- 
yard, and whatsoever is right, that shail 
ye receive. So when even was come, 
the lord of the vineyard saith unto his 
steward, Call the laborers, and give them 
their hire, beginning froin the last unto 
the first. And when they came that 
were hired about the eleventh hour, they 
received every mana penny. But when 
the first came, they supposed that they 
should have received moro; and they 
likewise received, every man a penny. 
A424 when they had. received it, they 


murmured against the good man of the 
house, saying, These last have wrought 
but one hour. and thou hast made them 
equal unto us, which have borne the 
burden and heat of the day. But he an- 
swered one of them, and said; Friend, I 
do thee no wrong : didst thou not agree 
with me fora penny? Take that thine 
is, and go thy way ; I will give unto this 
last, even ag unto thee, Is it not lawful 
for me to do what I will with mine own ? 
Is thine eye evil, becauso I am good? 
So tho last shall be first, and the tirst 
last: for many are called, but few chosen. 
MATTHEW xx. 1 to 16. 
faster—Are you content? 

Brethren (picking up their penniecs)-=- 

We are satisiied. 


CLOSING LECTURE-FIRST SECTION. 


Master, to Senior Warden—Are you @ 
Mark Master Mason ? 

Senior Warden—I am; try me. 

Master—By what will you be tried ? 

Senior Warden—By the engraving chi- 
sel and mallet. 

Master—Why by the engraving ‘chisel 
and mallet? 

Senior Warden—Because they are the 
true aud proper Masonic implements of 
this degree. 

Master—On what was the degree 
founded ? 

Senior Warden—On 3 certain key 
stone which belonged to the principal 
arch of King Solomon’s Teraple. 

Master—Who formed this key stone? 

Senior Warden—Our worthy Grand 
Master, Hiram Abiff; 

Master—What were the preparatory 
steps relative to your advancement to 
this degree ? 

Senior Warden—I was caused to repre- 
sent one of the Fellow Crafts at the build- 
ing of Kirg Solomon’s Tempic, whose 
custom it was, on the evo of every sixth 
day, to carry up their work for inspection. 

Master—W hv was you caused to repre- 
sent these Feliow Crafts? 

Senior Warden—Because our worthy 
Grand Master, Hiram Abiff, had econ 
pleted this key stone, agreeable to the 
original plan ; and before he gave orders 
to have it carried up to the Temple, was 
slain by three ruffians; and it so hap- 
pened that on the eve of a certain sixth 
day, as the craft were carrying up work 
for inspection; a young Fellow Craft dis- 
covered this stone in the quarry, and 
from its singular form and beauty, supe 
posing it to belong to some part of the 
Temple, carried it up for inspection, 

Master—W ho inspected it? 
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Soni6r Warden-—Tho Overseers, placed 
at the east, west, and south gates. 

Master—tow did they inspect it? 

Senior Warden—-Cn its being present- 
ed to the Junior Overseer at the south 
gate, ho observed that it was neither an 
oblong or a Square, neither had it tho 
regular mark of the craft upon it; but 
from its singular form and beauty was 
unwilling to reiectit therefore ordered it 
to be passed to the Senior Overseer at 
the west gate, for further inspection ; 
who, for similar reasons, suffered it to 
pass to the Master Overscer at the east 
vate, who ‘held a consultation with his 
brother Ovérseers, and they observed, as 
before, that It was neither an oblong or 
equare, neithtr had it the regular mark 
of the craft upon it; and neither of them 
being Mark Master Masons, supposed it 
of no use in the building, and hove ii 
over among the rubbish. 

Master— How many Fellow Crafts 
were there engaged at the building of 
the Temple? 

Senior Warden—LHighty thousand. 

Master—Were not the Master Over- 
seers liable to be imposed upon by re- 
eciving bad work from the hands of such 
a vast number of workmen? 

Senior Warden—They wero not 

Master—How was this imposition pre- 
rented? 

Senior Warden—By the wisdom of 
King Solomon, who wisely ordcred, that 
the craftsman who worked, should ehoose 
him a particular mark and placé it upon 
ell his work; by which it was known 
and distinguished when carried up to the 
building, and if approved, to receive 
wages, 

Master—W hat was the wages of a Fel- 
low Craft? 

Senior Warden—A penny a day. 

Master—Who paid the eraftsmen ? 

Senior Warden—The Senior Grand 
Warden. 

Master—Was not the Senior Grand 
Warden liable to be imposed upon by 
impostors, in paying off such a vast 
number of workmen ? 

Senior Warden-—He was not. 

Master—Ilov was this imposition pre- 
vented ? 

Senior Warden—By the wisdom of 
King Solomon, who also ordered that 
every craftsman applying to receive 
wages, should present his right hand 
through a lattice window of the door of 
the Junior Grand Warden’s apartment, 
with a copy of his mark in the palm 
thereof, at the same time giving a token. 

iesicr—-What was that token ? 
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Senior Warden holds out his right 
hand with the little finger and the next 
middle finger to it, clenched. (Page 42.) 

Master— What did it allude to? 

Senior Warden—-To the manner of re- 
ceiving wares; it was also to distinguish 
a true craftsman from an impostor. 

Master—-What is the penalty on an 
impostor ? 

Senior Warden—-To havo his right 
hand chopped oif. 


SECOND SECTION, 


Master—Where was you prepared to 
be made a Mark Master Mason ? 

Senior Warden—In the room adjoining 
the body of a just and lawfully consti. 
tuted Lodge of such, duly assembled ina 
room, or place, representing a work shop 
that was erected noar the ruiss of King 
Solomon’s Temple. 

Master—-How was you prepared ? 

Senior Warden—By being divested of 
my outward apparel and all money ; my 
breast bare, with a cable-tow four times 
avout my body; in which situation I 
was conducted to the door of a Lodge, 
where I gave four distinet knocks. 

Master—What do those four distinct 
knocks allude to? 

Senior Warden—To the fonrth degree 
of Masonry; it being that on which I 
was about to enter 

Master—-What was said to you from 
within ? 

Senior Warden— Who comes here, &c. 

‘Tho Master continves his questions ag 
to the manner of initiating a Mark Mas- 
ter. These, and the answers to them, 
are precisely the same as the questions 
and answers on page 43 at tha initiation 
of a candidate, except that they are 
given and answered in the past tense, 
the Master asking what was done. and 
the Senior Warden telling him. 

Master—After your initiation into the 
Mark Master’s degree, what followed? 

Senior Warden—I was more fully ine 
structed in its mysteries. 

Master-—-Of what do they eonsist ? 

Senior Warden—Of signs and tokens. 

Master—--Have you a sign? 

Senior Warden—TI have. 

Master—W hatis it ealled ? 

Senior Wardeu—-Heave over, 

Master—What does it allude to? 

Scnior Warden—To the manner of 
heaving over work that the Overseers 
said was unfit for the Temple; also, the 
manner the key stone was hove over, 

Master—Mave you any otber sign ? 

Senior Warden—I have, (giving the 
Gue-guard, a3 on pags 429 
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Master—W hat is that ? 

Senior Warden—Tho due-guard of a 
Mark Master Mason. 

Master—What does it allude to? 

Senior Warden—To the peualty of my 
obligation; whieh is, that my right ear 
should be smote off, that I might forever 
be uneble to hear the word, and my right 
hand be ehopped ctf, as the penalty of 
an impostor, if I should ever prove wil. 
fully guilty of revealing any part of my 
obligation 

Master~-Have you any further sign ? 

Senior Warden—I have. 

Master—W hat is that? 

Senior Warden—The grand sign, or 
sign of distress, 

Master— What does it allude to ? 

Senior Warden—To the manner the 
Fellow Crafts earry their work up to the 
Temple for inspection; also the manner 
I was taught to carry my work, on my 
advancement to this degree. 

Master—Hlave you any other bien ? 

Senior Warden—I have not; but I 
have atoken. (Gives the pass-grip.) 

Master—VV hat is this? 

Senior Warden-~The pass-grip of zg 
Mark Master Mason, 

Master—W hat isthe name of it? 

Senior W arden JOPPA, 

Master—What does it allude to? 

Senior Warden—The City of Joppa. 

Master—Have. you any other token? 

Senior Warden—I have. 

Master-——W hat-is this ? 

Senior Warden—The real grip of 
Mark Master Mason. 

Master—W hat is the name of it? 

Senior Warden—MaRK WELL, 

Master—W hat does it allude to? 

Senior Warden—To a passage of Scrip- 
ture, whero it says, ‘Then he brought 

mo back the way of the gate of the out. 
ward sanctuary, whieh lookcth towards 
the east, and it was shut; and the Lord 
said unto me, son of man, mark well, and 
behold with thine cyes, and hear with 
thine ears, all that I say unto thee con- 
cerning all the ozdinanecs of the house 
of the Lord, and the laws thereof, and 
mark well the entering in of the house, 
with the going forth of the sanetuary.” 

Master— Who founded this degree ? 

Senior Warden—Our three encient 
Grand Masters, viz.: Solomon, King of 
Israel, Hirain, King of Tyre, and Hiram 
Abiff, 

Master—Why was it founded? 

Senior Warden—Not only as an hou- 
orary reward, to be conferred on all who 
haye proved themselves meritorious in 
the proceding degrees. but te rendo’ it 
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impossible for a brother to suffer for the 
immediate necessities of life, when the 
price of his mark will procure them for 
him. 

Master—A brother, pledging his mark, 
and asking for a favor, who does ho re- 
present? 

Senior Warden—Our worthy Grard 
Master, Hiram Abiff, who was a poor 
man, but on aceount of his great ski.l 
and mysterious conduct at the building 


‘of King Solomon’s Temple, wag mont 


eminentiy distinguished. 

Master—A brother receiving a pledge, 
and granting a favor, whom does he re- 
present? 

Senior Warden—King Solomon, who 
was a rieh man, but renowned for his bee 
nevolence. 





NOTE.—-The following is the Song be- 
fore alluded to, and either the whole or 
a few verses of it are always sung before 
closing 2 Lodge of Mark Masters, 


MARK MASTER'S SONG, 


Mark Masters, all appear, 
Before the Chief O’crseer: 
In conecrt move ; 
Let him your work inspect, 
For the Chief Architect, 
If there be no defeet, 
Ho will approve. 


You who have passed the square, 
For your rewards prepare, 

Join heart and hand; 
faeh with his mark in view, 
Mareh with tho just and true, 
Wages to you are due, 

At your command, 


Hiram, the widow’s son, 
Sent unto Solomon 
Our great key-stono; 
On it appears the name 
Which raises high the fame 
Of all to whom the same 
Is truly known. 


Now to the westward move, 
Where, full of strength and love, 
Hiram doth stand; 
But if imposters are 
Mix’d with the worthy.there, 
Caution them to bewaro 
Of the right hand, 


Now to the praise of those 

Who triumph’d o'er the foes 
Of Mason’s arts: 

To the praiseworthy three 

Who founded this degree, 

May all their virtues be 
Deep in our bhearta. 


PAST MASTER'S DEGREE: 





PAST MASTER'S DEGREE. 


After having received the degree of 
Master Mason, you cannot yet preside 
over a Lodge of such until the Past Mas- 
ter’s Degree is conferred upon you. Ma- 
sons usually take this degree before of. 
fering themselves as a candidate for pre- 
siding in a Master’s Lodge, but should it 
so happen that a Master is elected Master 
of a Lodge who is not a Past Master, the 
Past Master's degree may be conferred 
upon him without any other ceremony 
than that of administering the obligation. 
In such a case it is usually done by a 
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, 

The Past Master's Lodge consists of 
seven officers, as follows: 

l. Right Worshipful Master; 2. Senior 
Warden; 3. Junior Warden; 4. Secre- 
tary ; 5. Treasurer ; 6. Senior Deacon; 
7. Junior Deacon. 

The interior arrangement is the samo 
as in the first degrees, and the officers 
are similarly seated. [Sce page 6.] All 
the officers and members keep their hats 
on while at work in this degree. They 
open and close their Lodge in the same 
manner as in the Entered Apprentice’s 
Degree. 

A Master Mason wishing to enter on 
the degree of Past Master, pctitions the 
Lodge and is balloted for in the same 
way that a candidate would be in one of 
the first degrees; but he is received very 
differently. Having had tho requisite 
ballot, the Junior Deacon conducts him 
into the Lodge, places him on a seat, 
and then repairs to his own station near 
the Senior Warden in tho west. Soon 
giter a heavy alarm is given at the outer 
door, 

Junior Deacon, to tho (Master rising) — 
There ig an alarm at the outer door, 
Right Worshipful. 

ifaster—Attend to the alarm, and see 
wo comes there. 

Junior Deacon goes to the door, and 
Boon returns, bringing 2 letter to the 
Master, who opens it, aud reads aloud to 
the Lodge ag follows: 
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Dear Ilusband—I am in great distress, 
Our little boy has upset a tea-keitle of 
boiling water, and scalded himself so 


shockingly, that I fear for hig life. You 
must come home immediately. 
From your lovivg wife, JULIE, 


Master (addressing the Lodge)--—Bre- 
thren, you see by the tenor of this jetter 
to mo that it is necessary I should leave 
immediately. You must appoint somo 
one to fill the chair, for I cannot stay to 
confer this degrec. 

Junior Warden—fRight Worshipful, I 
certainly sympathise with you for the 
afficting calamity which has befallen 
your family, and am sorry that it secims3 
so urgently necessary for you to Icave; 
but could you not stop afew moments? 
Brother Smith has come on purpose to 
receive this degree, and expects to re- 
ceive it. I believe he is in the room, and 
can speak for himself; avd unless ho is 
willing to put off the ceremouy, I do not 
sec how you cin avoid staying. 

The candidate, syinpathising with the 
Master, says he consents to wait, and by 
no means desirea tho Right Worshipful 
to Ftay one moment on bis account. 

Junior Warden—I thank our brother 
for his courtesy, but I have other reasons, 
night Worshipful, why I cesire you 
should stay to confer this degree to-night. 
Iu the first place, it is unecrtain when I 
myself shall be able to attend again— 
then we might not get so many brethren 
together at another meeting: and as thiy 
is a very difficult degree to confer, I feal 
that you ought to stay. 

Master~bretiren, it 13 impossible for 
me to stay. You will therefore appoint 
some one to äl tho chair, There are n 
number of brethren present who are 
well qualified to confer the degree; yon 
will therefore please to nominate. 

Junior Warden—I nominate our Bro- 
ther Senior Waren to fill the chair. 

Master—Brethren, it is moved und so- 
conded that Brother Senior Warden ĝl 
the chair this evening, to confer this do- 
gree on Brother Smith. All those in fi- 
vor, will signify it by saying aye. [Two 
or three of tha members respond by say- 
ing aye.) 'Thoso opposed will say no. 
{Nearly all the members exclaim, No i} 
It is not a vote. Brethren will please 
nominate a new Master. 

Senior Warden—I nominate Brother 
Junior Warden to fill the chair, 

The Mastor puts the question with a 
similar result, when some member nomi- 
nates Brother Smith, (the candidate,) 
who is unanimously voted for and de- 
clared duly elected, 


54 


Mastcr-~Brother Smith, you are elect- 
ed Master of this Lodge. Will you please 
to step this way and take the chair? 

The candidate goes forward to take 
the chair, when the Right Worshipful 
Master pushes him back and says: 

Master—Before you occupy the Mas- 
ter’s chair you must first assent to the 
ancieut regulatious, and take an obliga- 
tion to discharge with fidelity the duty of 
Master of the Lodge. 

The candidate, having no objection, 
the Master addresses him as follows: 

l. You agree to be a good man, and 
true, and strictly to obey the moral law ? 

2. You agreo to be a peaceable subject, 
and cheerfully to-conform to the laws of 
the country in which you reside? 

3. You promise not to be concerned in 
any plots or conspiracies against govern- 
meut; but patiently to submit to tho de- 
cisions of the supreme legislature ? 

4, You agree to pay a proper respect 
to the civil magistrates, to work diligent- 
ly, live creditably, and act honorably by 
all men ? 

5. You agree to hold in veneration the 
original rules and patrons of Masonry, 
and their regular successors, supreme 
and subordinate, according to their sta- 
tions, and to submit to the awards and 
resolutions of your brethren, whenu cor- 
‘vened, in every case consistent with the 
constitution of the Order? 

6. You agree to avoid private piques 
and quarrels, and to guard against inteia- 
pevance and excess ? 

7. You agree to be cautious in carriage 
and behaviour, cautious to your brethren, 
and faithful to your Lodge ? 

8. You promise to respect genuine bre- 
thren, and discountenance impostors, and 
all dissenters from the original plan of 
Masonry ? 

9. You agree to promote the general 
good of socicty, to cultivate the social 
virtues, and to propagate the knowledge 
of the arts ? 

10. You promise to pay homage to the 
Grand Master for the time being, and to 
his fice when duly installed, strictly to 
conform to every edict of the Grand 
Lodge, or general assembly of Masons, 
that is not subversive of the principles 
and groundwork of Masonry ? 

11. You admit that it is not in the pow- 
er of any man, or body of men, to make 
innovations in the body of Masonry? 

12. You promise a regular aticndance 
on the committees and communications 
ot the Grand Lodge, on receiving proper 
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13. You admit that no new Lodge can 
be formed without permission of the 
Grand Lodge, and that no countenance 
be given to any irregular Lodge, or to 
any person clandestinely initiated tbere- 
in, being contrary to the ancient charges 
of the Order? 

14. You admit that no person cat bs 
regularly made a Mason in, ov admitted 
a member of, any regular Lodge, with- 
out previous notice, and due inquiry into 
his character ? 

15. You agree that no visitors shall be 
received into your Lodge without due 
cxamination, and producing proper vouch: 
ers of their having been initiated into a 
regular Lodge ? 

Do you submit to these charges, and 
promise to support these regulations, as 
Masters have done in all ages before you ? 

Candidate—I do. 

Master—Y ou will now take upon your. 
self the obligation of this degree, Please 
to kneel at the altar. 

The candidate is conducted to the al- 
tar, kneels on both knees, lays both 
hands on the Holy Bible, square and 
compasses, and takes the following oath : 

I, John Smith, of my own free will 
and accord, in presence of Almighty God, 
and this Worshipful Lodge of Past Mas- 
ter Masons, do hereby and hereon; most 
solemnly and sincerely promise and 
swear, in addition to my former obliga- 
tions, that I will not give the secrets of 
Past Master Magon, or any of the secrets 
pertaining thereto, to any one of an in- 
ferior degree, nor to any person in the 
known world, except it be to a true and 
lawful brother, or brethren, Past Master 
Masons, or within the body of ajust and 
lawfully constituted Lodge of such; and 
not unto him or unto them whom I shall 
hear so to be, but unto him and them 
only whom I shall find so to be, after 
strict trial and examination, or lawful 
information. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear, 
that I will obey all regular signs aiid 
summonses sent, thrown, handed ov given 
from toe hand of a brother of this dee 
gree, or from the body of a just and law- 
fully constituted Lodge of Past Masters, 

Furthermore do I promise and swear, 
that I will support the constitution of 
the General Grand Royal Arch Chapter 
of the United States; also, that of the 
Grand Chapter of the State in which this 
Lodge is located, and under which it-is 
held, and conform to all the by-laws, 
rules and regulations of this, or any other 


notice, and to pay attention to the duties | Lodge of which I may at any time become 
uf alasonry on all convenient occasions?! a member, so far as in my power. 
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Furtrermore do I promise end swear, 
that I will not assist, or be present at the 
conferrice of this degree upon any per- 
eon who lias not. to the best of my know- 
ledge and belief, regularly received (in 
addition to the degrees of Entered Ap- 
preutice, Fellow Craft, and Master Ma- 
ecn), the degree of Mark Master, or been 
elected Master of a regular Lodgo of Mas- 
ter Masons, 

Furthormore doI promiso and swear, 
that I will aid and assist all poor and in- 
digent Past Master Masons, their widows 
aud orphans, wherever dispersed round 
the globe, they applying to me as such, 
and I finding them worthy, so far as is 
in my power without material injury to 
myself or family. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear, 
that the secrets of a brother of this de- 
gree, delivered to mo in charge as such, 
shall remain as secure and inviolable in 
my breast, a3 they were in his own be- 
fore cominunicated to me, murder and 
treason excepted, and those left to my 
own election.. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear, 
that I will not wrong this Lodge, nor a 
brother of this degree, to the value of 
one cent, knowingly, myseif, nor suffer it 
to be done by others, if in my power to 
prevent it. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear, 
that I will not govern this Lodge, or any 
other over which I may be called to pre- 
tide, in a haughty and arbitrary manner ; 
bnt will, at all times, use my utmost en- 
deavors to preserve peace and harmony 
among the brethren. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear, 
that I will never open a Lodge of Mas- 
ter Masons unless there bo present three 
regular Master Masons, besides tho Ty- 
ler; nor cicse the same without giving a 
lecture, or some Section, or part of a lec- 
ture, for the instruction of tho Lodge. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear, 
that I will not sit in a Lodge where the 
presiding officer has not taken the degree 
of Past Master Mason. To all of which 
I do most solemnly and sincerely promise 
and swear, with a fixed and steady pur- 
pose of mind to keep and perform the 
same; binding myself under no léss pen- 
alty than (in addition to all my former 
penalties) to have my tongue split from 
tip to root, that I might for ever there- 
after bo unable to pronounce the word, 
should I ever prove wilfully guilty of 
violating any part of this, my solemn 
onth, or obligation, of a Past Master Ma. 
gou. So help me God, and make mo 
Steadfast to keep and perform tho same. 
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Master to candidate—-Huss tho book 
five times. 

The obligation having been administer. 
ed, tho candidate rises, when the Master 
proceeds to give hin the sign, word and 
grip of this degree, ag follows: 

Master to candidate—You now behold 
me approaching you from the east, under 
the step, sign, and due-guard of a Past 
Master Mason. 

The Master now steps 
off with his left foot, and 
then places tho heel of his 
rignt foot at the toe of the 
left 30 as to bring the two 
feet at right angles, and 
make them the right an. 
gle of a square, He then 
gives this sign, placing 
the thumb of his right 
hand (ingera clenched) 
upon his lips, It allndes 
to the penalty to have his 
tongue split from tip to 
root. He gives a second 
sign by placing his right 
hand upon the left side 
of his neck, aud drawing 
it edgewise downward in a diagonal direc- 
tion towards the right 
side, s0 as to cross the 
three former penalties. 

Master—Brother, iet 
me now have the plea. 
sure of conducting yon 
into tho oriental chair of 
King Solomon. (Places 
a large cocked hat on 
his head, and seats him 
ina chair in front of the 
Masters chair.) That 
wise king, when old and 
decrepit, was nitended 
by bis two frieuds, Hi- 
ram, King of Tyre, and 
Hiram Abiff, who raised 
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Cf = and sented him in his 
chair by means.of the Past Master's grip. 

The Master and Senior Warden now 
take the candidate by this grip and raise 
him on his tect several times, each time 
letting him sit back in the chair again. 
The Senior Warden then goes back to 
his seat, the candidate rises, and the 
Right Worshipful Master instructs him 
in the grip and word of a Past Master 
Mason. They first take each other by 
the Master Mason's grip, [page 36,]} the 
Master saying, and the candidate repent. 
ing, “from a gripto a span!" At that 
moment they slip their right hands so as 
to catch each other by the wrist, and 
raise their left hands, catching eacb otk» 
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er’s right elbow, This is the regular Past 
Lfaster’s grip. 

Master—A “4 
three-fold cord <¥ % 
Ís strong 

Candidate—A 
four-fold cord is 
mot casily bro- 
ben. 

The Rt. Wor- 
e1ipfal Master 
ecats the candi. 
date in tho Mas- 
ter’s chair, pla- 
ces a hat on hia 
head, and trcn 
comes down in 
front, and says: 
Worshipful bro- 
ther, I now pre- | 
gent you with the furniture and various 
Masonic implements of our profession ; 
they are emblematical of our corduct in 
life, and will now be enumerated and ex- 
plained a3 presented, 

The Holy Writings, that great light in 
Masonry, will guide you to all truth; it 
will direet your path to tho temple of 
happiness, and point out to you the whole 
duty of man, 

The Square teaches to regulate our 
ections by rule and line, and to harmo- 
nize our conduct by tho principles of mo- 
rality and virtue. 

The Compass teaches to limit- our de- 
sires in cvery station; thus rising to emi- 
ronco by merit, we may live respected, 
and de regretted. 

Tho Rule directs, that we should punc- 
tually observe our duty; press forward 
io the path of virtue, and, neither in- 
clining to the rignt nor to the left, in all 
our actions havc etornity in view. 

The Line teaches the criterion of mo- 
ral rectitude; to avoid digsimulation in 
conversation and aetion, znad to direct 
our steps to the path that leads to immor- 
tality, 

‘Che Book of Constitutions you are to 
gpeareh at ali times; cause it to be read in 
your Lodge, that nore may pretend igno- 
ranco of the excellent preeepts it enjoins. 

Lastly, you receive in chargo the By- 
Laws of your Lodge, whieh you are to 
see carefully and punctually exeented. 
I will also present you with the Mallet; 
it is an emblem of power, Que stroke 
of the mallet calls to order, and calls up 
the Junior and Senior Deacons; two 
strokes call up all the subcrdinate offi- 
eers; and three, the whole Lod:re, 

Master— Brethren, please to salute 
your new Raster, 






All the brethren present, headed by 
the Master, now walk in front of thu 
chair, give tho sign of an Entered Ap 
prentice, and pass on. This is repeated 
with the sign of each degree in Masoury 
up to that of Past Master. 

Master to candidate—I now leave you 
to the government of your Lodge. [Mas- 
ter takes his seat with the brethren.) 

Tho Senior Warden now steps fore 
ward and dclivers up his jewel and hig 
gavel to the new Master, and each of 
the other officers of the Lodge docs the 
same, taking his turn aceording to rank, 
Presently the retired Master rises. 

Retired Master (addressing the Chair)— 
Right Worshipful, in consequexce of my 
resignation, and tho election of a new 
Master, the soats of the Wardens have 
become vacant. It is necessary you 
should have Wardcns to assist you iv 
the government of your Lodge. i pre- 
sumo tho brethren who have held these 
stations will continue to serve if you s9 
request. [Tho new Master requests tho 
Senior Warden to resume his jewel and 
gavel, when the other offiecrs (who had 
left their places) also resume their seats. } 

Retired Master—Right Worshipful, I 
would respectfully suggest to you that 
as the office of Treasurer is one of con- 
siderable responzibility--he holding all 
the funds and property of the Lodge— 
you should direct that he be nominated 
and elected by the members present. 
This nay becn customary, and if you 
order 2 nomination to be made in this 
manner, I have no doubt that we shall 
seleet some one who will be satisfactory 
to you. 

Candidate (aeting as Master)— The bre- 
thren will please nominate aTreasurerfor 
this Lodge. 

Here asecne of confusion takes place, 
whieh is not easily described. The new 
ly installed Worshipful is made the butt 
for every worthy brother to excercise his 
wit upon. Fialfa-dozen aro up ata time, 
soliciting the Master to nominate them, 
urging their several claims, and decrying 
the merits of others with ‘much zeal, 
crying out—“ Ordcr, Worshipfal! keep 
order |" Others propose to danee, and 
request the Master to siug for them; oth 
ers whistle, or sing, or jump about the 
room; or scuffe, and knoek down chairs 
or benches, One propescs to call from 
labor to refreshment; another compli 
ments the Worshipful Master on his dig- 
nified appearance, and knocks oif his 
hat, or pulls it down over his face, and 
sometimes ke ig even dragged from his 
Chair on the preteoce that a lady wishes 
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to sea hinm. Tho Senior Warden, or 
somo other brother, makes a long speech 
about reducing the price of the Chapter 
degrocs, from twenty dollars to twelvo, 
and recommends thet it be paid in coun- 
try produce, &c. His motion is seconded, 
and tho new Master is pressed on all 
sides to put tho question. If the ques- 
tion is put. the brethren all voto against 
jt, and accuso tha new Master of break- 
Ing his oath, when ho sworo he would 
eupport the Constitution of the General 
Grand Reyal Arch Chepter, which es- 
tablishes the price of the four Chapter 
degrees, at twenty dollars, If the Mas- 
tor aifcrapistocxercise tho power of tha 
gavel, it often has the contrary effect; 
for if he gives more than one rap, and 
calls to order, every one obeys the sig- 
nal, with the utmost nromptness, and 
Qrops on the nearest seat, The next in- 
stant, before the Mester can utter a 
word, all are on their feet again, and as 
opisy as ever, Some brother now pro- 
poses that the Lodge bo closed; another 
une hopes it will be closed in a short way. 
Retired Master, to candidaie—Right 
Worshipful, it is moved and seconded 
that this Lodes be closed. You can close 
it as you please. You can mercly declare 
the Lodge closed, or in any other way. 
The candidate, being much embarrairs- 
ed, wii often attempt to close the Lodge 





by rapping with his gavel, and declaring 
it closed. Should he do so, the retired 
Taster stops him as folicws: 

Retired Master—Right Worshipful, you 
sworo in your obligation, that you would 
not closo. this or any other Lodge over 
which you should be called to preside, 
without giving a lecture or somo pert 
thereof. Do you intend to break yow 
oath ? 

Candidate—-I had forgotten that in this 
confusion, I hopo tho brethren will ex- 
cuso me, 

A brother goes and whispers to the 
candidate, telling him that ie can resign 
the chair to the old Master, aud have him 
close the Lodge, if he so prefers. The 
candidato is very glad to do this, and 
cheerfully abdicates his seat, 

Master (resuming the chair)—BDrother, 
the lesson we baye just given, notwith- 
standing its apparent confusion, is de- 
signed to convey to you, in a striking 
manner, the necessity of at all times ao. 
staining from soliciting, or accepting any 
ofico or station that you do not know 
yourself amply qualified to fiil. 

The Haster now delivers the Lecture 
in this degree. It is divided into fivo 
sections, The first troats of the manner 


of constituting a Lodge of Master Ma 
|sons. The second treats of the ceremony 


of installation, including the manner of 
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receiving candidates to this degree, as 
given above. The third treats of the 
ccremonics observed at laying the found- 
ation stones of public structures. The 
fourth section, of the ceremony observed 
at the dedications of Masonic Halls. The 
fifth, of the ceremony-observed at func- 
reals, according to the ancient custom, 
with the service used on the occasion. 
The Lecture is usually read from a Moni- 
tor which is kept in every Lodge. 

The foregoing includes all the ceremo- 
nics ever used in conferring the degree of 
Past Master; but the ceremonics are fre- 
quently shortened by the omission of 
some part of them; the presenting of 
the various implements of the profes- 
sion, and their explanations, aro often 
dispensed with; aud still more often, the 
charge. 








MOST EXCELLENT MASTER, 


No Mason can reccive the degree of 
Most ExccHent Master until after he has 
become a Past Master, and presided in a 
Lodge, or in other words, becn inducted 
into the Oriental Chair of King Solomon. 
When the Temple of Jerusalem was fin- 
ished, those who had proved tlicmselvcs 
worthy by their virtuc, skill, and fidclity, 


were installed as Most Excellent Mas-, 


ters; and even at this date none but 
those who have a perfect knowledge of 
all preceding degrecs are (or should not 
be) admitted. 

A Lodge of Most Excellent Masters is 
opened in nearly the same manner as 
Lodges in the preceding degrees. The 
officers arc a Master, Senior and Junior 
Wardens and Deacons, Secretary and 
Treasurer, and of course a Tyler. They 
are stationcd as in the Entered Appren- 
tice’s Degree, described on page 6. The 
Master presiding, calls the Lodge to or- 
der, and says: 

Master to the Junior Warden—Brother 
Junior, are they all Most Excellent Mas. 
ters in the south? 
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Junior Warden—-They are, Most Ex. 
cellent. 

Master to the Scnior Wardon—Brother 
Scnior, are they all Most Excellent Mas- 
ters in the west? 

Senior Warden—They “are, Most Ex- 
cellent. 

Ifaster—They are also in the east. 

Daster gives one rap, which calls up 
the two Deacons. 

Master to Junior Deacon—Brother Ju- 
nior, the first care of a Mayon 1 

Junior Deacon—To see the door tylcé, 
Most Excelicrt. 

Master—Attend to that part of your 
duty aad inform the Tyler that we are 
about to open this Lodge of Most Ex- 
cellent Masters, and direct him to tyle 
accordingly. 

Junior Deacon goes to the door and 
gives six knocks, which the Tyler from 
without answers by six more, He then 
gives ons knock, which the Tyler an- 
swers with one, and he then partly opens 
the door and informs the Tyler that by 
order of the Most Excellent Master a 
Lodge of Most Excellent Masters is now 
about to be opened in this place, and ho 
must tyle accordingly. He then returns 
to his place and addresses the Master: 

Junior, Deacon—The Lodge is tyled, 
Most Excellent. 

Mastcr—By whom? 

Junior Deacon—By a Most Excellent 
Master Mason without the door, armed 
with the proper implements of his office. 

Master—tlis duty there ? 

Junior Deacon—To keep off all cowans 
and eaves-droppers, and sce that nene 
pass or rcpass without permission of the 
Most Excellent Master. 

The Mastcr now questions each officer 
of the Lodge as to his dutics, which are 


-recited by them as in the other degrecs. 


Master to Scnior Warden—Brother 
Senior, you will assemble the brethren 
round the altar for our opening. 

Senior Warden—Ercthren, please to 
assemble round the altar for the purpose 
of opening this Lodge of Most Excellent 
Master Masons. 

The brethren now assemble round tho 
altar, and form a circle, and stand in such 
a position as to touch cach otlier, leaving 
a space for the Most Excellent Master; 
they then all kneel ou their Icft knee, 
and join hands, cach giving his right 
hand brother his leit hand, and his left 
hand brother his right hand; their left 
arns uppermost, and their heads in- 
clining downward: all being thus situ- 
ated, the Most Excellent Master reads 
the following verses from Psalm xxiv. ; 
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The earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness 
thercof; the world, and they that dwell 
therein. For he hath founded it upon 
the seas, and ostablished it upon the 
floods. Who shall ascend into the hill 
of the Lord? and who shall stand in his 
holy placo? He that hath clean hands, 
and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up 
his soul unto vanlty, nor sworn deceit- 
fully. He shal! receive the blessing from 
the Lord, and righteousness from the God 
of his salvation. This is the generation 
of them that seek him, that seek thy 
face, O Jacob. Sclah. Lift up your 
heads, O ye gates; fhere the knecling 
brethren alternately raise and bow their 
heads as the reading proceeds} and be ye 
lifted up, ye everlasting doors; and the 
King of glory shall come in. Who ia 
this King of glory’ Tho Lord, strong 
aud mighty; tho Lord, mighty in battle. 
Lift ap your heads, O yo gates ; oven lift 
them up, ye everlasting dogrs; and the 
King of glory shail come in, Who is 
this King of glory? he Lord of hosts ; 
he is tho King of glory. Selah. 

While reading these verses the Most 
Excellent Master advances towards the 
circle of kneeling brethren, taking his 
steps only when reading those passages 
relative to the King of glory. 

The reading being ended, the Most Ex- 
cellent Master then kneels, joins hands 
with the others, which closes the circle, 
and they all lift their hands, a8 joined to- 
gether, up and down, six times, keeping 
time with the words, as the Most Excel- 
lent Master repeats them: “one, two, 
threo; one, two, three.” This is Masoni- 
cally called balancing. They then riso, 


disengage their hands, and lift them up} 


above their heads, with a moderate and 
somewhat graceful motion, and cast up 
their eyes; turning at the game tiie to 
the right, they extend their arms, and 
then suffer them to fail loose and some: 
what nerveléss by their sides, This sign 
is sald by Masons to represent the sign 
of astonishment made by the Queen 
of Sheba, on first viewing Solcmun's 
Temple. 

The Most Itxcellent Master resumes 
his seat and says—Drethren, attend to 
the signa. Ho himself then gives all the 
signs from an Enterod Aprentice up to 
this degree, and tho brethren join and 
imitate him 

biaster to the Senior Warden—-Brother 
Senior, it is my will and pleasure that 
this Lodge of Most Excellent Masters be 
now opened for dispatch of business, 
strictly forbidding all private committees, 
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mony of tho same may be Interrupted, 
while engaged in their lawful pursuits, 
under no less penalty than the by-laws 
enjoin, or a majority of the brethren 
may see canse to inflict. 

he Senior Warden repeats this to bis 
Junior, and the Junior aunouuces it to 
the Lodge as follows: 

Junior Warden—Brethren, yoa hato 
beard our Most Excellent Master’s will 


and pleasure as just communicated to 


tnc-—so let it be done. 

The Ledge being opened, the ordinary 
business of the évening is gone througb 
with, as in the former degrees. Ifa can 
didate is to be initiated, the Jumor Dea 
con goes to the preparation room where 
he is in waiting, and prepares him lie 
takes off the candidate’s coat, puts a 
cable-tow six times round his body, and 
conducts him to the door of tha Lodge, 
where he gives six distinct knocks, (whicb 
are answered by tae Senior Deacon from 
within,) and then one knock, which is 
answered in the same manner, 

Senior Deacon (partly opening tho 
door)—W ho comes there ? 

Junior Deacon—A worthy brother, 
who has been regularly initiated as an 
Entered Apprentice Mason; passed to 
the degree of Fellow Craft; raised to 
the susume degree of Master Mason; 
advan.ed to the honorary dcgrea of & 
Mark Master Mason; presided in tho 
chair as Past Master; and now wishes 
for further light in Masonry, by being ro- 
ceived and acknowledged as a Most Ex- 
cellent Master. 

Senior Dencon—Is it of his own froo 
will and ancoră he makes this request ? 

Junior Deacon—It is. 

Senior Deacou-—Is he duly and truly 
prepared ? 

Junior Deacon—Fila is. 

Senior Deacon—Is he worthy and well 
qualified t 

Junior Deacon—Jie js, 

Serlor Deacon——Llas ho made auitable 
proficiency in the preceding degrees ? 

Junior Deacon—He has. 

Senier Deecon--By what further right, 
or benetit, does be expect to obtain ths 
favor? 

Junior Deacon—By the benefit of a 
pass-word, 

Senior Deacon—Has he a pass-word ? 

Junior Deacon—io hes it not: but I 
have it for him. 

Senior Deacon—Give it to me, 

Junior Deacon whispers in the ear of 
the Senior Deacon the word RaBONI, 
{In many Lodges, the Past Master’s 


or profane language, whereby the nar- | word, Giblem, is used a9 password. for 


60 


this degree, and the word Raboni, as the 
real word. J 

Senior Deacon—The word is right 
You will wait until the Most Exeelient 
Master is made acquainted with your re- 
quest, and his answer returned. 

Senior Deacon repairs to the Most Ex- 
cellent Master in the east, and gives six 
Taps at the door 

Master—-Wko comes there? 

Senior Deacor—A worthy brother who 
has been regularly initiated as an Enter- 
ed Apprentice ; passed te the degree of a 
Fellow Craft; raised to the sublime de- 
gree of a aster Mason; advanced to 
the honorary degree cf Mark Master; 
presided as Master in the chair, and now 
wishes for further light in Masonry, by 
being received and acknowledged as d 
Most Excellent Master, 

Master—Is it of his own free wil and 
accord he makes thig request? 

Senior Deacon—It is. 

Naster—-1s he duly and truly prepared ? 

Senior Deacon—He is. 

Master—Is he worthy and qualified ? 

Senior Deacon—He ia, 

Master—Has he made suitable profi- 
siency in the preceding degrees? 

Senior Deacon—He has. 

Master—By what further rignt or ben- 
efit does he expeet to obtain this favor ? 

Senior Deacon—By the benefit of a 
pass-word, 

Master—-Has he a pass-word ? 

Senior Deneon—He has not; 
bave it for him. 

Master—CGive it. 

Senior Deacon whispers in the ear. the 
word RARCNIL, 

Master—Tho pass is right. Since he 
comes endowed with all these necessary 
qualifications, let him enter this Lodge of 
Most Exeellent Masters, in the name of 
the Lord. 

The door is then fung open, and the 
Senior Deacon reecives the eandidate 
upon the Key-Stone. The eahdidate is 
then walked six times round the Lodge, 
by the Senior Deacon, moving with the 
gun. The first time they pess round the 
Lddge, when opposite the Junior War- 
den, be gives one rap with the gavel; 
then opposite the Senicr Warden, ho 
does the same; and likewise when oppo- 
site the Most Excelent Master 
second time round, each gives two 
biows; tho third, three; and so on, un- 
tii they arrive to six.. During this time, 
the Most Excellent Master reads the fol- 
(owing verses from Psalm cxxii. 

{ wasa glad when they said unto me, 
Let us go iuto thes douse of the Lord. 


but I 


The | 
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Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem is builded as a 
city that is compact together: Whither 
the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, 
unto the testimony of Israol, to give 
thanks unto the name of the Lord. For 
there are set thrones of judgment, tha 
thrones of the house of David. Pray for 
the peace of Jerusalem: they shall pros 
per that love thee. Peace be within thy 
walls, and prosperity within thy palaces 
For my brethren and companions’ sakes, 
I will now say, Peace be within thee 
Because of the house of the Lord, our 
God, I will seek thy good. 

The reading of the foregoing js so 
timed, as not to be fully ended until the 
Senior Deacon and eandidate have per- 
formed the sixth revolution. Immedi.- 
ately after this the Senior Deacon and 
candidate arrive atthe Junior Warden's 
station in the south, when the same ques- 
tions are asked and the same answers re- 
turned, as at the door: (Who comes 
there? &e) The Junior Warden then 
directs the candidate to pass on to the 
Senior Warden in the west, for further 
examination; where the same questions 
are asked and answers returned as be- 
fore. Tho Senior Warden directs him to 
be econdueted to the Right Worshipful 
Master in the east, for further examina. 
tion, The Right Worshipful Masterasks 
the same questions and receives the same 
answers, as before. 

Master to Senior Deacon—-Plcaso to 
conduct the candidate back to the west, 
from whence he eame, and put him in 
the eare of the Senior Wardcn, and re- 
quest bim to teach the eandidate how to 
spproach the east, by advancing upon 
six upright regular stepg to the sixth 
step, and place him in a position to take 
upon him the solemn oath, or obligation 
of a Most Excellent Master Mason. 

The candidate is conducted back to 
the west, and the Scnior Warden teaches 
him how to approach the east iu this de- 
gree. First, by taking the first step ip 
Masonry, as in the Entercd Apprentiec'’s 
degree, that is, stepping off with the Icft 
foot, and bringivg up the right foot so as 
to form a square; then taking the steps 
as directed in the Fellow Craft degree, 
and so on up to this onc-—beginning al- 
ways with the Entered Apprentice’s step. 

On arriving at the aitar the candidate 
kneels on both Knees, and places both 
hands on tho Bible, square and compasses, 
The Master then comes forward and ad- 


dresses him., 


Master— Brother, you are now placed 


in a proper position to take upon you tLe 

















HOST EXCELLENT MASTED 9 


solemn oath of obligation of a Most Ex. 
cellent Master Mason, which I assure 
you, as beforo, is neither to affect your 
religion or politics. If you are willing 
to take it, repeat your name and tay af- 
tor inc: 

I, John Smith, of my own freo will 
anu accord, in presence of Almighty God, 
and this Lodge of Most Excellent Mas- 
tor Atasous, do hereby and bereon, most 
eolemnly and sincerely promiso and 
swear, in addition to my former obliga- 
tious, that I will not give tho sccrets of 
Most Excellent Master to any one of an 
inferior degree, nor to any person in tho 
known world, except it be toa true and 
lawful brother of this degroe, and within 
the body of a just and lawfully consti- 
tutcd Lodge of such; and not unto him 
nor them whom i shall hear so te be, but 
unto him and them only whom I shal) 
find so to be, after strict trial and due 
examination, of lawful information. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear, 
that I will obey all regular signs and 
summonses banded, sent, or thrown to 
me from a brother of this degree, or from 
the body of a just and lawfully consti- 
tuted Lodge of such ; provided it bo with- 
in the length of my cahblo-tow 

Furthermore do I promiso and swear, 
thut I will support the conatitution of 
the Gencral Grand Royal Arch Chapter 
of the United States; also, that of the 
Grand Chapter of this State, under which 
this Lodge is held, and conform te all the 
by-laws, rules and regulations of this, or 
any other Lodge of which I may hereatter 
become a member., 

Furthermoro do I promise and swear, 
that I will aid and assist all poor and in- 
digent brethren of this degree, their 
widows and orphans, wheresoever dis- 
persed around the globe, as far as in my 
power, without injuring mysel? or family, 

Furthermore do I promise and swear, 
that tho secrets of a brother of this de- 
gree, given to mo in charge as such, and 


I knowing them to be such, shail remaln- 
oe] ? 


as secret and inviolable in my breast, ag 
in his own, murder and treason excepted, 
and the same left to my own free will 
and choice. 

Furthermdre do I promise and sweat, 
that I will not wrong this Lodgsa of Most 
Excellent Master Masons, nor a brother 
of this dcgreo, to the value of anything, 
knowingly, myself, nor suffer it to be 
done by others, if in my power to pre- 
vent it, 

¥Yurthormore do I promise end awear, 
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at all times, as far ag is in my power, 
without material injury to myself or fae 
mily. To ali which I do most solemuly 
swear, with a fixed and steady purpose 
of mind in mo to keep and perform the 
samc; binding myself under no less pen- 
alty than to have my breast torn open, 
and my heart and vitals taken frou 
thence, and exposed to rot on the dung- 
hill, if ever I violate any part of this, my 
solcmn odth, or obligation, of a Most Ex- 
cellent Master Mason. Ro help me God, 
and keep me steadfast in tue due perform. 
ance of the same, 

Master to the candidate—Detach your 
hauds and kiss the bowk six times [Cane 

didate obeyx.} Yo 
will now rise m 
receive from me tho 
kizn, grip and word 
of a Most xocllent 
Master Mason. 

The sign fs given 
by placing your two 
hands, one on each 
breast, tho fingers 
ingeting in the cen- 
tre of the body, and 
jerking them apart 
28 though you wero 
trying to tear open 
your breast: it al- 
Íudes to the penalty 
of the obligation. 

The grip is given by taking each other 
by the right hand, and clasping them so 
that sach compress (he third finger of 
tho other with luis thumb. {If one hand 
is largo and the other vmall, they cannot 
both give the grip at the same time.) It 
is enlled tho grip of all grips, because it 
is said to cover all tae preceding grips. 
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Master Golding candidate by bis hand 
and placing the inside of his right foot to 
the inside of candidaie’s mght foot) wkis- 
pers in his car—RABONL 

Should thero be more than one candi, 
date for initiation, the ceremony stops 
here until the others are advanced thus 
far, and then they all receive the ro- 


| mainder together. 


A noiso of shuffling feet is now heard 


that I will dispense light and knowledge jin the Lodgs, which is purposely made 
to all ignorant aud noinformed brethron | by some of tao mombera, 
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Master to Senior Warden— What is the 
cause Of all this confusion ? 

Senior Warden—Is not this the day eet 
apart for the celebration of the cope- 
stone. Most Excellent 9 

Master—Ah. I had forgotten. (To 
Secretary } Is it so, Brother Secretary 

Secretary (looking at his book)—It is, 
Most Excellent. 

Master to Senior Warden—Brother 
Senior, assemble the brethren and fonn a 
procession for the purpose of celebrating 
the cope-stene, 

The candidate now stands aside, while 
the brethren assemble and form a pro- 
cession, double file, and march six times 
round the Lodge, against the course of 
sun, singing from the text-book the first 
three verses of the Most Excellent Mas- 
ters Song, “ All hail to the morning,” 
&c. The Key-Stone is now brought for- 
ward, ana placed in its proper place; that 
is, two pillars or coluinns, called Jachin 
and Boaz, each about five feet high, are 
set up, and an arch placed on them, 
meade of plank, or boards, in imitation of 
block work, in the centre of which is a 
mortice left for the reception of a key- 
etone ; the Most ixcellent Master takes 
the key-stone and steps up into a chair, 
and places it into the arch, and drives it 
down to its place by giving it six raps 
with bis gavel 

As soou as this ceremony is through, 
all the brethren move around as defore, 
continuing the song 

There is no more occasion 
For level or pium line, 
For trowel or gavel, 

For compass or equare; 

As they come to these words, all the 
brethren divest themselves of tlieir jew- 
els, aprons, sashes, &c., and hang them on 
the arch as they pass round. 

Our works are completed, 
The ark safely seated, 
And we shell be greeted 
As workmen most rare. 

The Ark, which all this time bas been 
carried round by four of the brethren, is 
brought forward and placed on the altar, 
and a pot of incense is piaced on the ark, 

Now those that are worthy, 
Our toils who have shared, 
And proved themselves faithful, 

Shall meet their reward ; 
Their virtue and knowledge, 
industry and skih, 
Have our approbation— 
Have gained our good will, 

The brethren now all balt, and face in- 

ward to the altar, and beckon the candi- 
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date to come forward and join in the cer 
emonies, which be does 


We accept and receive them, 
Most Isxcellent Masters, 
Invested with honor 
And power to preside, 
Among worthy craftsmen, 
Where’er assembled, 
The knowledge of Masons, 
To spread far and wide. 


As they begin 
the next verses, 
each one throws 
up his hands and 
rolls his eyes up- 
wards, -----giving 
@ sign of admira- 
tion or astonish- 
ment like that 
described (p. 59) 
as having been 
expressed by the 
Queen of Sheba 
on first viewing 
Solomon's Tem. 
ple——and keeps 
them in that po- 
sition while sing- 
ing these two verses of the song: 

Almighty Jehovah, 
Descend now, and fill 
This Lodge with thy glory, 
Our hearts with good-will, 
Preside at our meetings, 
Assist us to find 
True pleasure,in teaching 
Good-will to mankind 
Thy wisdom inspired 
The great Institution , 
Thy strength shall suppor? it 
Yili Nature expire, 
And when the creation 
Shail fall into ruin, 
Its beauty shall rise 
Through the midst of the fire. 


The brothers now all join hands as in 
opening, and while in this attitude the 
Master reads the first four verses of the 
seventh chapter of Chronicles, as follows 

Now when Solomon had made an end 
of praying, the fire came own from 
Heaven, aud consumed the burnt-offer- 
ing and the sacrifices; and the glory of 
the Lord filled the house, And the priests 
could uot enter into the house of the 
Lord, because the glory of the Lord had 
filled the Lord’s house. And when all 
the children of Israel saw how the fire 
came down, and the glory of tho Lord 
upon the house, they bowed themselves 
with their faces to the ground upon the 
pavement, aad worshipped, and praised 
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the Lord, saying, For He is good, [here 
tho Master, who is High Priest of the 
Chapter, kneels and joins hands with the 
rest,} for his mercy endureth for ever. 

They all then repeat in concert the 
words, ‘* For He is good, for his, mercy 
endureth for ever,” six times, each time 
bowing their heads low towards the floor. 
The meinbers now balance six times, as 
in opening, rise and balance six times 
more, then disengaging themselves from 
each other, tako their seats. 

Master to candidate—Brother, your ad- 
mittance to this degree of Masonry is a 
proof of the good opinion the brethren of 
this Lodge entertain of your Masonic 
abilities, Let this consideration induco 
you to be carcful of forfeiting, by mis- 
conduct and inattention to our rules, that 
esteem which has raised you to the rank 
you now possess. It is one of your great 
duties, as a Most Excellent Master, to 
dispense light and truth to the uninrorm- 
ed Mason; and I need not remind you of 
the impossibility of complying with this 
obligation without possessing an accu- 
rato acquaintance with the !ectures of 
cach degree, If you are not already 
completcly conversant in all the degrees 
heretofore conferred on yon, remember 
that an indulgence, prompted by a belief 
that you will apply yourself with double 
diligence to make yourself so, has in- 
duced the brethren to accept you. Let 
it, therefore, bo your unremitting study 
to acquire such a degree of knowledgo 
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and information as shall enable you to 
discharge with propriety the various dne 
ties incumbent on you, aud to preserve 
unsullied the title now conferred upon 
you of a Most Excellent Master. 

This charge closes the initiation, and 4 
motion is generally made to adjourn, and 
closo tho Lodge. 

Master to the Junior Warden Brother 
Junior, you will please assemble the 
brethren round the altar, for the purpose 
of closing this Lodgo of Most Excellent 
Masters, 

The brethren immediately assemble 
round the altarin a circle. and kneel on 
the right knee, put their left arms over 
and join hands, as before. While knecl- 
ing in this position, the Master reads the 
following verses from the oae hundred 
and thirty-fourth Psalm : 

Behold, bless ye the Lord, all ye ser- 
vants of tho Lord, which by night stand 
in the house of the Lord, Lift up your 
hands in the sanctuary and bless the 
Lord. The Lord that made heaven and 
earth bless thee out of Zion. 

The Master then closes the circle as in 
opening, when they balance six times, 
riso and balance six times inore, disen- 
gaging their hands, and giving the signs 
from this degree downwards, aud he 
then declares the Lodgo closed ; 

The engraving below shows the posi- 
tion of tho brethren as they prostrate 
themselves round the altar previous to 
the delivery of the charge, 
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ROYAL ARCA DEGREE. 


A socicty of Royal Arch Masons is 
called a Chapter, and nota Lodge, as in 
the previous degrees, Tho scveral de- 
grecs of Mark Master, Present or Past 
Master, and Most Exeellent Taster are 
fiven only under the canction of the 
Royal Arch Chapter, and a Master Ma- 
xon who applies for these degrees, usually 
enters the Chapter also, acd somctimes 
the four degrees are given at once. If he 
takes tho four he is only balloted for 
ence, viz., in the Mark Master's degree. 
Yt ig a point of the Royal Arch degree 
not to assist, or be present, at the con- 
fc rring of this degreo upon more or less 
than three candidates at ore time Jr 
there ere not three eandidates present, 
one or two companiony, as the case may 
be, voluntcer to represent candidates, 50 
23 to make the requisito number, or a 
“team,” as it is tecanieally styled, and 
neeoinpany the candidate or enndidates 
through all the stages of exaltatien. 

At the destruction of Jerusalem by 
Tebuchadnezzar, three Most Excallent 
Masters were carried ceptives to Baby- 
lon, where they remained seventy years, 
and were liberated by Cyrus, Kirg of 
Persia. They rcturned to Jerusalem to 
assist in rebuilding the Temple, after 
traveling over rugged roads on foot. 
Chey arrived at the outer veil of the Ta- 
bernaele, which was erected near the 
ruins of the Temple. 
was an oblong square, iaclosed by four 
veils, or curtains, and divided into sepa- 
trate apartments, by four cross veils, Tm 
cluding the west end veil, or entrance, 


This tabernacie’ 


The veils were parted inthe centre, and 
guarded by four guards, with drawn 
swords. 

At the east end of the Tabernacle, 
Yaggai, Joshua, and Zerubbabel usually 
sat in grand council, to examine all who 
wished to be employed in the noble and 
glorious work of rebuilding the Temple. 
Since that time, every Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons, if properly formed, is a 
correet representation of the Tabernacie, 
and our engraving shows tho interior ar 
rangement of a Chapter of the Royal 
Arch Degree. 

There three Most Excellent Masters, 
on their arrival, were introduced to the 
Grand Council, (consisting of the High 
Priest, King and Seribe,) and employed, 
furnished with tools, and directed to com- 
mence thcir labors at the north-east cor- 
ner of the ruins of the old Temple, and 
to clear away and remove the rubbish, 
in order to lay the foundatiou of the new. 
The Grand Council also gave them strict 
orders to preserve whetever should fallin 
their way, (such as specimens of ancient 
architecture, &e.) and briag it up for 
their inspection. 

Among the diseoverics made by tbo 
thrce Mastcrs was a secret vault in 
which they fourd treasnres of great ben- 
efit to the craft, &e. The ceremony of 
exalting companicns to this degrec is a 
recepitulation of tho adventures of these 
three Most Excellent Masters, and hence 
itis that threo candidates aro necessary 
tor an initiation. 

A Chapter of Royal Arch Masons con 
sists of nine officers, as follows: 

1. High Priest, or Master. 

2. King, or Senior Warden. 

3. Scribe, or Junior Warden. 

4. Captain of the Host, (as Marshal, or 
Master of Ccremonices,) or Senior Deacon. 

5. Principal Sojourner, who represeeats 
the Junior Deacon. 

6. Royal Arch Captain, who represents 
the Master Overseer, 

7. Grand Master of the Third Veil, o3 
Senior Overseer. 

& Grand Master of the Second Veil, or 
Junior Overseer. 

9. Grand Master of the First Veil, 

In addition to these, three other cff- 
cers are usually present, viz, a Secre 
tary, 2 Treasurer and a Tyler. 

The officers and companions of the 
Chapter being stationed as in the en- 
graving, the High Priest proceeds to busi- 
ness as follows: 

High Priest--Companions, I am about 
to open a Chapter of Royal Arch Ma 
gons in this place, for the dispatch of 
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buainess, and will thank zon for your | ther not of this đegrce, to retiro, he givea 
attention and assistance. there is any | one rap with the gavel, which brings up 
pe rson prescnt who is not a companion | the Captain of the Host. 

oyal Arch Mason, he is requested to ro- High Priest—Compantion Captain, the 
tiro from the room. first care of congregated Masons t 

After waiting for any stranger, or bro- Captain (placing the palm of his right 








iy ns 


ee -< 
SAD a ega. 


High Priest 


Royal Arch Captain 





Principal 


| 
F 





Captain of 


UTE ETI) 
TD 


Gea ee of 


7 
: i Doming 
i 
) 
{ j 
) At 1 
| BA er 
HUN REIN: 
Gnod Heer or i 
) 
i Grand Master \ 
Gx, of B Veil 
mga LIT AN M mi 


5 A ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER SOS” 


66 


hand to his forchead as if to skada his 
eyes—-To sce the Tabernacle duly guar- 
rded, Most Excellent. [This due-guard 
is explained hereafter.) 

High Priest—Atteud to that part of your 
duty, and inform the Guard that we are 
about to open a Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons in tbis place for the dispatch of 
business ; direct him tognard accordingly. 

The Captain of the Ifost stations the 
Cuard at the outside of the door, gives 
him his orders, closes the door, aud makes 
nn alarm of threo times three, on the in- 
side, to ascertain that the Guard is on 
his post; the Guard answers by nino cor- 
responding raps; the Captain of the Host 
then gives one, and Guard does the same. 
Tho Captain then returns Lo his post, 

sRptaiu to High Priest—The Chapter 
is duly guarded, Most Excelent. 

High Priest—How guarded ? 

Captain—Ry a companion of this de- 
gree at the outer avenue, wilh a drawn 
sword in his hand, 

High Priest—IWis duty thero? 

Captain—T'o observe tho approach of 
ail cowans and eaves-droppers, and seo 
that none pass or repass, but such as 
aro dniy qualified. 

ligh Priest—Companions, wo will be 
clothed, 

The companions placo tho furniture of 
the Chapter in proper order, clothe with 
their various jewels, robes, and badges 
of this degree, and draw asido tho veilr, 
whieh brings tho hall into one apart- 
mont, and resumo their seats. The High 
Priest. then gives two raps with the gavcl, 
which brivgs all tho officers on their fect, 
while the folowing lecture is given, or 
questions asked by the UWigh Priest, and 
answered by the Captain of the Host. 

High Priest—Companion Captuiu of the 
Tost, aro you a Royal Arch Mason? 

Captain—I am, that I am. 

High Priest—How shah I know you to 
be n Royal Arch Mason? 

Captain—By three tines three. 

High Priest—‘Vhere was you mado a 
Royal Arch Mason ? 

Captain-—-tn a jnst and legally consti- 
tuted Chapter of Royal Arch Dasena, 
cunsisting of Most Excellent High Priest, 
King and Seribe, Captain of tho Hort, 
Principal Sojonmer, Royal Arck Cap- 
tain, aud the three Graud Masters of the 
veils, axseinbled in a room or place, repre- 
rexting the Tabernacle erected by our 
ancient brethren, near the ruins of King 
Solomwan’s Temple. 

lligh Pricst—Where is the High Priest 
étationed, and what ara his cuties? 

Csptuin—Ho is etationed in the sanc- 
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tum sanctorum. His duty, with tho King 
and Scribe, is to sit in tho Grand Council, 
to form plaus, and give directions to the 
workmen, 

Iligh Priest—Tho King’s station and 
duty ? 

Captain—Station, at the right hand of 
the High Priest; dnty, to aid him by his 
advice and counsel, and in his absence, 
to preside, 

High Priest—Tho Scribe’s station and 
duty? 

Captzin—Station, at tho left hand of 
the high priest; duty, to assist him and 
tho King in the dischargo of their duties, 
and to preside, in their absence, 

High Priesi—The Captain of the Host’s 
station aud duty ? 

Captsin—Station, at the right hand in 
front of Grand Couneil; duty, to receive 
orders, and sco them duly executed, 

Figh Priest—The Principal Sojourners 
station and dnty ? 

Captain—Station, at the left hand in 
front of Grand Còuucil; duty, to bring 
the blind by a way that they kuow not; to 
lead them in patha they havo not kuown 3 
to make darkness light before them, aud 
crooked things straight. 

High Vriest—The Jtoyol Arch Cap- 
tain’s station and duty ? 

Captain—Station, at tho inner voil, or 
entrances to the sanctum gaugtoruni ; 
duty, to guard tho same, and seo that 
none pass but such as are duly qualified, 
and have the proper pass-words, aud tho 


| signot or truth. 


Mlizgh Priest—What is the celor of hi 
banner ? 

Captain—White, and is embicmatical 
of that purity of heart, aud rectitude of 
conduct, which is essential to obtain ad- 
mission into the divine sanctum sancto- 
rum abovo. 

High Priest—Tho stations and duties 
of the Lhreo Grand Masters of the veils? 

Cayptain—Station, at tho entrance of 
their respective veils; duty, to guard the 
same, aud see that none pass but such as 
are duly qualified, and in possession of tho 
proper pass-words and tokens, 

luigh Priest—What are tho colors of 
their banners ? 

Captain—That of the third, searlet; 
which js emblematical of fervency and 
zeal, and tho appropriate color of tho 
Royal Arch degree. It adinouishes us to 
be fervent in the exercise of our devo- 
tions to God, and zealous in our cndva- 
vers to promote the happiness of men, 
Of the second, purplo ; which being prue 
duced by a dre mixture of blue and scar- 
Jet, tbe former of whichis tho charactere 
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istic color of the symbolic, or three first 
degrees. It teaches us to cultivato and 
improve that spirit of harmony between 
tho brethren of tho symbolic degrees, and 
the companions of tho sublimo degrees, 
whicb should evcr distinguish tho mem- 
bors of a society founded upon tho prin- 
ciples of everlasting truth and universal 
philanthropy. Of tho first, bluo; tho 
peenliar color of the threo ancient, or 
symbolical degrees. Itis an emblem of 
universal fricudship and benevolence, 
nud instructs us, that in the mind of a 
Mason, those virtues should bo as expan- 
sive ag the blue arch of heaven itself. 

High Pricst—Tho Troasurer’s station 
and duty ? 

Captain—Station, at tho right hand in 
rear of the Captain of tho Host; his duty, 
to kcep a just and regular account of all 
the proporty and funds of the Chapter. 
placed in his hands, and exhibit them to 
the Chapter, when called upon for that 
purpose, 

High Priest—Tho Secretary’s place in 
tho Chapter? 

Captain—Station, at tho left in rear of 
tho Principal Sojourner; his duty, to issue 
the orders and notifications of bis supo- 
rior officers, record tho proceedings of 
tho Chapter proper to bo writte1, to ro- 
ogivo all moncys duo tho Chapter, and 
pay them over to tho Treasurer. 

High Priest—Guard’s place and duty ? 

Captain—TIlis station is at tho outer 
avenuo of tho Chapter; his duty to guard 
against the approach of cowans and 
eaves.droppors, aud suffcr none to pass, 
or repass, but such as are duly qualified. 

High Priost (addressing the Chapter)— 
Companions, you will assemble round 
the altar for the purpose of assisting me 
in opening @ Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons. 

All the members present (excopt the 
threo principal officers) approach the al- 
tar, aud, forming a circle, kneel, each 
upon his right knoe. An opening in the 
circto is Icft for the High Priest, the King, 
and the Scribe. The High Priestrises and 
reads from the Sccond Epistle of Paul to 
the Thessalonians, chapter iii, v.6 to 18. 

Now wo command you, brethren, in tho 
hame of ovr Lord Jesus Christ, that ye 
withdraw yeurselves from every brother 
that walketh disorderly, and not after the 
tradition which ye received of us. For 
yourselves know how yo ought to follow 
us; for we behaved not ourselves disor- 
derly among you ; neither did wo cat any 
man's bread for naught; but wrought 
With labor and travail night and day, 
that wo might not be chargeable to any 
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of you; not because wo have not power, 
but to make ourselves an ensample unto 
you to follow us, &c. 

After tho rcading, tho High Priest, the 
King and tho Scribe approach tho altar 
and tako their places in the circle, kneel- 
ing with the rest, the King on the right, 
aud the Scribe on tho left of the High 
Pricst. Each ono now crosses his arms 
and gives his right hand to his left hand 
companion, and his left hand to his right 
hand companion. ‘This constitutes the 
living arch under which the Grand Om- 
nific Royal Arch Word must bo given, 
but it must also be given by three times 
three, as hereafter explained. 

Tho High Priest now whispers in the 
King’s ear tho pass-word, RALONI, 

The King whispers it to the companion 
on his right, and he to tho next oue, and 
so on until it comes round to the Scribo, 
who whispors it to tho High Priest. 

iligh Priest-—The word is right. 

TLe companions now all betanco threo 
times three with their arms; that is, they 
raise their arms and lct them fall upon 
their knces threo times in concert, after 
a short pause three times more, and af- 
ter another pauso, threo tilncr more. 
Thoy then rise and give ai) tho signs 
from the Entered Apprentico up to this 
degree, after which they join in squads of 
threo for giving tho Grand Ommific Royal 
Arch Word, as follows: Each ono takes 
hold svith hig right hand of tho right 
wrist of his companion on the left, and 
with his left hand takes hold of the left 
Wrist of his companion on the right 
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Each one then places his right foot for. 
ward with the hollow in front so that the 
toe touches the hcel of his companion on 
the right. This is called ‘‘threc times 
three,” that is, three right feet forming a 
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triangle, threo Ieft hands forming a tri- 
angle, and threo right hands forming a 
triangle. In this position each repcats 
the followiug : 

As wc three did agree, 

In peace, love, and unity, 

The Sacred Word to kcep, 

So wc threc do agree 

In peace, love, and unity, 

The Sacred Word to search g 

Until we three, 

Or three such as wo, shall agreo 

To close this Royal Arch. 

They then balance threo times three, 
bringing the right hard with some vio- 
icnce down upon the left. The right 
hands are then raisod above their heads, 
and the word, Jah-buh-lun Je-ho-vah, 
G-o-d, are given at low breath, cach com- 
panion pronouncing the syllables or let- 
ters alternately, as foliows : 


Jahe naen DUDS ca ary | bb) 
sone Sekecessd dls sees cee DUM 
MUN ss scae cee es. OET T cage 
ere Mise oon eee eee 
puheen 22... lun 

Jera so. sa DOs ete eee vah. 
EE e a cele Coe aa EDO 
Vall. <<< TE E E a NRS z 
eielslislelalelelale(s lela i=ialelalelslstalstela tats JO. 
NO se -ea ane ee vab 

Gss TERA ON a AE ANNAN. d. 
T E E Oe a O0 
dE ES a eeu eee ees eee 

Be aise E ans fa E eh ala A GQ 


T d. 

After the word is thus given, the High 
Priest inquires if the word is rignt? 

Each squad replies that it is right. 

Tho officcrs and companions resnme 
their seats. The High Priest raps three 
times witb his gavel, tho King repeats it, 
as also the Scribo; this is donc threc 
times. 

High Priest (rising)—I now declare this 
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons opencd 
in dne and ancicnt form; and I hereby 
forbid all improper conduct whereby the 
peace and harmony of this Chapter may 
be disturbed, under no less penalties than 
the by-laws, or a majority of the Chapter 
may see fit to inflict. 

High Priest to Captain of the Host— 
Companion Captain, please to inform the 
Guard that the Chapter is open. 

The Captain proceeds on this duty, 
while the Sccretary rcads tho minutes of 
the last meeting. Should there be any 
candidates to ballot for, this is the first 
business in order. If onc or more candi- 
dates are waiting withont, the Principal 
Sojourner goes to the preparation room 
to gct them ready. 
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three of them, a companion or compan: 
jons volunteer to make thè trio, as not 
less than threo can perform the ceremo- 
nies. The three take off thcir coats, 
when the Principal Sojourner ties ban- 
dages over their cycs, and taking a long 
rope, coils it seven times round the body 
of each, leaving abont threo fect slack 
between. Ho then proceeds with them 
to the door of the Chaptcr and gives 
scven distinct knocks. 

Captain (rising)}—There is an alarm at 
tho door, Most Excelicnt. 

High Pricst—Attcnd to the cause of it, 
and see who comes there. 

The Captain of the Host goes to tho 
door and raps on it nine times. Tho 
Principal Sojourner, outside, answers this 
by three times three, and then gives one 
rap, which tho Captain answers by ono, 
and then partly opens the door. 

Captain—Who comes therc? 

Principal Sojourner — Threo worthy 
brothers, who have been initiated, pass- 
ed, and raised to the sublime degree of 
Master Masons, advanced to the honor- 
ary degrce of Mark Mastcr, presided as 
Mester in the chair, and, at the comple. 
tion and dedication of the Temple, were 
reccived and ackuowlodged Most Excel- 
lent Masters; and now wish for furthor 
ligbt in Masonry, by being exalted to the 
august sublimo degrco of the Holy Royal 
Arch, ' 

Captain to candidates—Is it of your 
own free will and accord you mako this 
requcst ? 

First Candidate—TIt is, 

Captain to Principal Sojourner—Are 
they duly and truly prepared ? 

Principal Sojourncr—They sro. 

Captain—Havo they made suitablo pro 
ficiency in the precoding degrees? 

Principal Sojourner—They havo. 

Captain—By what further right, or 
bencfit, do they expect to gain admission 
to this Chapter of Royal Arch Masons? 

Principal Sojourncr—By tho benefit of 
a pass, 

Captain—Have they that pass? 

Principal Sojourner—They havo it not, 
but I have it for them. 

Captain—Advance, and give it. 

Principal Sojourner whispers in his car 
the word RABONI. 

Captain—The word is right; you will 
wait a time, until tho Most Excellent 
High Pricst be informed of tbeir requcst, 
and his answer returned. 

Tho Captain of the Host closes tho 
door, and rcturns to his placc in the 
Chapter, gives the alarm, which 1s an- 


If tbcre aro not|swered by the Righ Priest, who asks the 
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same questions, and receives the same 
answers from the Captain of the Host, as 
were asked and given at tho door. 

High Priest—Sinco this is the case, you 
will let them onter this Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons, and be received under a 
Living Arch. 

The Captain of tho Host gocs to the 
door, opens it aud says—It is our Most 
Excellent High Priest's order, that the 
candidates enter this Chapter of Royal 
Areh Masons, and be received undcr a 
Living Arch. 

Principal Sojourner (leading the candi- 
dates by the rope)—Coimpanions, you will 
follow me. {Leads them in.) I will bring 
the blind by away they kuow not; I will 
lead them in paths they have not Known; 
I will make darkness light before them, 
and crooked things straight. ‘These things 
will I do unto them, and will not forsake 
them. Stoop low, brethren: he that hum. 
bleth himself, shall be exalted. 

Meantime the brethren, or companions 
of the Chapter, form two lincs facing cach 
other, from the door to tho cantre of the 


room, and each one takes hold and locks 


his fingers with those of his opposite com- 
panion. As the candidates pass under 
this Living Arch, each couple place their 
knuckles upon the necks and backs of 
tho candidates, kneading them pretty 
hard sometimes, and prostrating them on 
the floor. Thus they have a good decal 
of difficulty in forcing their way through. 
When they do get through they 2ro first 
conducted round the Chapter, and then 
to the altdr, where they must kneel to 
receive the obligation. 

Principal Sojourner to the candidates— 
Brethren, as you advance ia Masonry, 
ous obligation becomes more binding. 

ron are now kneeling at the altar for the 
seventh time; and about to take a so- 
lemn oath, or obligation, which, like your 
former obligations, is not to interfere with 
the duty you owe to your country, or 
Maker. If you are wiiling to procced, 
you will repeat your christian and sur- 
aames, and say after me: 

I, Jobn Smith, of my own free will 
and accord, in presence of Almighty God, 
and this Chapter of Royal Arch Masona, 
lerectcd to God, and dedicated to Zerub- 
babel, do hereby and hercon, most sgo- 
femnly and sincerely premise and swear, 
in addition to my former obligations, that 
Iwill not reveal the secrets of this de- 
gree to any of cn inferior degree, nor to 
any being in the known world, execpt it 
be toa truo and lawful companion Royal 
Arch Mason, or within tho body of a just 
and legally constituted Chapter of such ; 


69 


and never unto him, or them, whom I 
shall hear so to be, but him and them 
only whom I ghall find so to be, after 
strict trial and due examination, or law: 
ful information given. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
Iwill not wrong this Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons, or a companion of this de- 
gree, out of the value of anything, my- 
self, nor suffer it to be done by others, if 
iu my power to prevent it. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
I will not reveal the key to the ineffablo 
characters of this degree, nor retain {tin 
my possession, but will destroy it when- 
ever if comes to my sight. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
I will not speak the Grand Omnific Royal 
Arch word, whieh I shall hereafter re- 
ceive, in any manner, except in that in 
which I shail receive it, which will be in 
the presence of threo companions Royal 
Arch Masons, myself making one of tho 
number; and then by three times three, 
under a living arch, and at low breath. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
I will not be at the cxaltation of candi. 
dates in a clandestine Chapter, nor con- 
verso upon the secrets of this degrce 
with a clandestine made Mason, or with 
ono who has been expelled or suspended, 
whilo undor that sentenco. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
I will not assist, or bo present at the ex. 
altation of a candidate to this degree, 
who has not reccived the degrees of En- 
tered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, Master 
Mason, Mark Master, Past Master, and 
Most Excellent Master. 

I furthermore promiso and swear, that 
I wil not be at tho exaltation of more nor 
less than three candidates, at one and the 
gamo time, 

I furtherraore prom!se and swear, that 
I wi}l not be at the forming or opening of 
2 Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, unless 
there be present nine Royal Arch Ma. 
sons, myself making one of that number. 

I furthermoro promise and swear, that 
I will not speak evil of a companion 
Royal Arch Mason, behind his back, nor 
before his face, out will apprise him cf 
all approaching danger, if in my power. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
I will support the Constitution of tho 
General Grand Royal Arch Chapter of 
the United States of America; together 
with that of the Grand Chapter of thiy 
State, under which this Chapter is holden; 
that I will stand to, and abido by all the 
by-laws, rules, and regulations of tkis 
Chapter, or of any other Chapter of which 
I may hereafter become a member, 
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I furthermore promise and swear, that 
T will answer and obey all duc signs and 
Bunimonses, handed, sent, or thrown to 
me from a Chapter of Royal Arch Ma- 
fons, or from a companion Royal Arch 
Mason, if within the length of my cable- 
tow. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
Iwill not strike a companion Royal Arch 
Måson, so as to draw his blood, in anger. 

I furthcrmore promisc and swear, that 
Iwill employ a companion Royal Arch 
Mason, in preference to any other person 
of equal qualifications. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
I will assist a companion Royal Arch 
Mason when I sec him engaged in any 
difficulty, and will espouse his causc go 
fay as to cxtricate him from the same, 
whether he be right or wrong. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
I will kecp all the fecrets of a companion 
Royal Arch Mason (when communicated 
to me as such, or I knowing them to be 
such,) without excepticns, 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
Iwill be aiding and assisting all poor and 
indigent companions Royal Arch Masons, 
their widows and orphans, wheresoever 
disperscd around the globe; they making 
application tome as such, and I finding 
them worthy, and can do it without any 
material injury to myself or family. 

Yoallwhich I do most solemnly and sìn- 
cerely promise and swear, with a firm and 
steadfast resolution to keep and perfora 
the same, without any equivocation, men- 
tal reservation, or self-evasion of mind in 
mo whatever; binding inyyelf under no 
less penalty, than to have my skull smote 
off, and my brains exposed to the scorch- 
ing rays of the meridian gun, should I 
knowingly or wilfully violate or trans- 
gress any part of this my solemn oath or 
obligation of a Royal Arch Mason. So 
help me God, and kecp me stcadfast in 
the due performante of the same, 

Principal Sojourncr—Kiss the book 
Beven times, 

The candidate kisscs the beok as di- 
rected. 

Principal Sojourner—Companions, you 
will arise and folow me. For although 
you are obligated Royal Arch Masons, 
yet as tho secrets of this degree are of 
infinitely more importance than anv that 
precede it. it is necessary that you shouid 
travel through rough and rugged ways, 
and pass through many trials, in testi- 
mony of your fidelity to the Order, be- 
fure you can be instructed in the more 
lunportant secrets of this degree. 

Lo candidates are conducted once 


around the Chapter, and then again d- 
rected to kneel, while the Principal So 
journer reads the following prayer : 
Supreme and inserutibie Architeet of 
universal Nature, who, by thine Almighty 
word, didst speak into being the stupen- 
dous arch of tcaven, and for tho instruc 
tion and pleasure of thy rationa) crea- 
tures, didst adorn us with greater and 
lesser lights, thereby magnifying thy 
powcr, and endearing thy goodness unto 
tho sons of men, we buinkly adore and 
worship thine unspeakable pertection. 
We bless thee, that, when man had fallen 
from his innocence and his heppiness, 
thou didst leave him the powers of rea 
soning, and capacity of improvement aud 
pleasure. We thank thee, that, amidst 
the pains and calamities of our present 
state, so mauy means of refreshment and 
satisfaction are reserved to us, while trs- 
veling the rugged path of life; especial 
ly would we, at this time, render thce 
our thanksgiving and praise for the insti- 
tution, as members of which we arc, at 
this time, assembled, and for all the plea- 
sures we have derived from it, We 
thank thee, that the few here asscmbled 
before thec, have been favored with new 
inducements, and bcen laid under new 
dad stronger obligations of virtne and 
holiness. May these obligations, Ó bless- 
ed Father! have their full c fect upon un. 
Toach us, we prey thee, the true reve- 
rence of thy great, mighty, and terrible 
name. Juapire us with a firm and up- 
shaken resolution in our virtuous pur- 
suits. Give us grace diligently to soarch 
thy word in the book of nature, wherein 
the duties of our high vocation are incul- 
cated with divine authority. May the žo- 
lcmnity of the ceremonics of our institn- 
tion be duly impressed on our minds, and 
have ahappy and lasting effect on our 
lives! O, thou, who didst aforetime ap- 
pear unto thy servant Moeca in a flame of 
fire out of the midst of a bush, enkinde, 
we beseech thee, in each of cur hearts, a 
flame of devotion to thea, of love to 
each other, and of charity to all man- 
kind! May all thy miracles and mighty 
works fill us with thy dread, and thy 
goodness impress us with a love of thy 
holy name? May Holiness to the Lord 
be engraven upon all our thoughts, 
words, and attions! May the incense of 
piety ascend continually unto thee, from 
the altar of our hearte, and burn day end 
night, as & sacrifice of a sweet smelling 
savor, well pleasing unto thee} And 
since sin has destroyed within us the 
first temple of purity and innocence, may 
thy heavenly grace guide and assigt ug in 
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rebuilding a sccond templo of reforma- 
tion, and may the glory of this latter 
house be greater than the glory of the 
former! Amen, so mote it be. 

Principal Sojourncr—Companions, arise 
and follow ine. 

He now conducts them once around the 
Chapter, during which time he reads from 
the text-book the first six verses of the 
third chapter of Exodus: 

Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his 
father-in-law, the priest of Midian; and 
he led the flock to the back side of the 
Gasert, and came to the mountain of God, 
even to Horeb. And the angel of the 
Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire 
cvt of the midst of a bush; and he look- 
ed, and behold, the bush burned with fire, 
and the bush was not consumed, &c. 

The reading of these verses is so timed 
that just when they are finished the can- 
didates have arrived in front of a repre- 
sentation of the burning bush, placed in 
& corner of the Chapter: when the Prin- 
cipal Sojourner direets them to halt, and 
slips up the bandages from their eyes. 

One of the members now personates 
the Deity, behind the bush, and calls out 
Moses! Moses! 

Principal Sojourner (answering for 
candidates)—Here I am, 

Companion behind the bush—Draw not 
nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy 
feet, for the place whereon thou standest 
is holy ground. J am the God of thy fa- 
thers, the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaae, and the God of Jacob. 

Principal Sojourner directs the candi- 
dates to kneel, and he covers their faces 
again, ard then says—And Moses hid his 
face, for he was afraid to look upon God. 

Principal Sojourner to candidates-— 
Arise, and follow me. 

He then leads them three times around 
the Chapter, during which time he reads 
from the text-book Chronicles, chapter 
xxvi., verses 11 to 20: 

Zedekiah was one-and-twenty years old 
when ke began to reign, and he reigned 
eleven years in Jerusaleni. And he did 
that which was evil in the sight of tho 
Lord his God, and humbled not himself 
before Jeremiah the prophet, speaking 
from the mouth of the Lord. And he 
alzo rebelled against King JNeouchadnez- 
zar, and stiffened his neck, and hardened 
his heart frora turning unto the Lord God 
of Israel, Moreover, all the chief of the 
priests and the people transgressed very 
much, after all the abominations of the 
heathen, and polluted the house of the 
Lord, which he had hallowed in Jerusa- 
lem. And the Lord God of their fathers 
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sent to them by his messeuzers, because 
ne had compassion on his people, and on 
his dwelling place. But they mocked 
the messengers ct God, and despised his 
word, and misused his prophets, until the 
wrath of tle Lord arose against his peo- 
ple, till there was no remedy. Thereforo 
he brought upon them the King of the 
Chaldecs, who slew their young men with 
tho sword, in tho house of their sanctu- 
ary, and had no compassion upon young 
men or maidens, old men, or him that 
stooped for age; he gave them all into 
his hand, And all the vessels of the house 
of God, great and small, aud the treasures 
of the house of the Lord, and the trea- 
sures of the king, and his princes; all 
these he brought to Babylon. Aud they 
burnt the house of God, and brake down 
the wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all the 
palaces thereof with fire, and destroyed 
ali the goodly vessels thereof. And them 
that had escaped from the sword carried 
he away to Babylon; where they were 
servants to him and his sons, until the 
reign of the kingdom of Persia. 

When the Principal Sojourner arrives 
at that part of the above reading which 
alludes to the Chaldeeg killing the young 
men with the sword, the companions of 
ihe Chapter begin to make all sorts of 
queer and uncarthly noises, such as roil- 
ing cannon balls on the floor, clashing oid 
swords, discharging pistols, shouting, 
groaning, whistling, stamping, throwing 
down benches, œc. This noise continues 
during tue remainder of the reading, tha 
object being to represent the siege anst 
destruction of Jerusalem, During this 
coufusion the three candidates aro siezed, 
thrown upon the floor, bound hand and 
foot and carried bodily into the prepara- 
tion room, when the door js closed. 

fn a few minutes the companions be- 
gin to shout, “Hurrah for the captives !” 
repeating it several times. 

Captain of the liost goes and opens the 
door aud says—Come forth! you are at 
liberty to return! for Cyrus nas issued 
his proclamation to build a second Ten. 
ple at Jerusalem, 

Principal Sojourner (who is with the 
candidates)—Will you read tho procig 
mation ? 

Captain of the Host reads the firs 
three verses of ibe first chapter of Ezra, 
as follows: 

Now in the first year of Cyrus, King of 
Persia, the Lord stirred up the spirit of 
Cyrus, Kirg of Persia, that he made a pro- 
clamation throughout all his kingdom, 
and put it also in writing, saying: ‘Thus 
saitb Cyrus, King of Persia, the Lord 
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«Jou of Heaven hath given mo all the 
kingdoms of the earth, and he hath 
charged me to build him an house at Je- 
rusalem, which is in Judah Who is 
there among you of all his people? His 
God be with him, and let him go up to 
Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and build 
the house of the Lord God of Israel, 
which is in Jerusalem, 

Captain of the Host—What say you to 
the proclamation? are you willing to go 
up to Jerusalem ? 

Principal Sojourner (consulting candi- 
dates)— Yes, Wwe aro willing to go, but we 
have no pass-word whereby to make our- 
selves known to the brethren when wo 
get there. What shall we say to them? 

Captain of the Host reads verses 13 
and 14 of the third chapter of Exodus: 

And Moses said unto God, Behold! 
when I como unto the children of Israel, 
and shalisay unto them, Tho God of 
your fathers hath sent me unto you, and 
they shall say to me, What is his name? 
what shall i say to them? And God said 
unto Moses, I AM TRAT I AM: And thus 
thou shalt say unto the children of Israel, 
I AM hath sent me unto you. 

We were directed to use the words, “I 
AM THAT I AM,” a3 a pass-word. 

Principal Sojourner—We will go up. 
Companions, you will follow me: our 
pass-word is, I AM THAT Í AM. 

As they onter the Chapter, they again 
pass under the Living Arch. 

Principal Sojourner—Stoop low, bre- 
thren. Hoe that humbleth himsclf shall 
be exalted. 

On one side of the hall or Chapter, the 
Living Arch is formed, as before de- 
scribed; on the other side is what is call- 
ed the rugged road. This is generally 
made of blocks and logs of wood, old 
chairs, benches, &c, 

Tho companions who form the Living 
Arch press harder on the candidates each 
time they go through, and they now go 
through three times. While passing 
through, the Principal Sojourner says: 

‘Principal Sojourner—his is the way 
many great and good men have traveled 
beforo you; never deeming it derogatory 
to their dignity to level themselves with 
the fraternity. I have often traveled this 
road from Babylon to Jerusalem, and 
generally find it rough and rugged. How- 
ever, I think I never saw it much smooth- 
er than it is at tbo present time, 

The candidates afier passing the Living 
Arch, stumble over the rugged road, and 
arrive again xt the entrance of the arch. 

Principal Sojourner—Companions, here 
is a very difficult and dangerous place 
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ahead, which lays directly In our way. 
Before we attempt to pass it, wo must 
kneel down and pray. [Reads Psalm cxli.] 

Lord, I cry unto thee; make haste un- 
to me; give ear unto my voice, Let my 
prayer be scet forth before thee as incense: 
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and the lifting up of my hands as the even- 
ing sacrifice. Set a wateh, O Lord, be- 
fore my mouth ; keep the door of my lips. 
Incline not my heart to any evil thing, to 
practice wicked works with men that 
work iniquity. Let the righteous smite 
me ; it shall be a kindress: and let him 
reprove me; it shall be an excellent oiL 
Mine eyes are unto thee, O God, the 
Lord: in thee is my trust; leave not my 
soul destitute. Keep me from the snare 
which they have laid before mo, and the 
gins of the workers of iniquity. Let the 
wicked fall into their own nets, whilst 
that I withal escape. 

The candidates rise and again pass un- 
der the Living Arch and over the rugged 
coad. They then kneel again. 

Principal Sojourner— Let us pray. 
{Reads from text-book Psalin exlii.] 

I cricd unto the Lord with my voice; 
with my voice unto the Lord did I make 
my supplication, &c. 

They then pass round the third timo as 
before, when the candidates again knecl. 

Principal Sojourner reads Psalm cxliil. 
from the text-book: 

Hear my prayer, O Lord, givo ear to 
my supplications; in thy faithfulness an- 
swer ine, and in thy righteousness, &c. 

Principal Sojourner—We have now ar- 
rived in sight of the ruins of the old Tem- 
ple, near the outer veil of the Tabernacle. 

The companions now put up the veils 
throughout the hall, as seen in the engra- 
ving, and the officers (except the Princi- 
pal Sojourner) take their seats. 

Principal Sojourner makes an alarm by 
stamping nine times on the floor, which 
brings out the Master from the First Veil. 

Master of First Veil—Who comes there? 
Who dares approach this outer Veil of 
our sacred Tabernacle? Who aro you? 

Principal Sojourner—Threo weary tra- 
velers from Babylon. 

Master of First Vcil—What are your 
intentions ? 

Principal Sojourncr—We have come to 
assist in the noble and glorious work of 
rebuilding the house of the Lord, without 
the hope of fee or reward. 

Master of First Veil—How do you ex- 
pect to enter here? 

Principal Sojournecr—By a pass-word 
that we received in Babylon. 

Master of First Veill—Give it to me. 

Principal Sojourner—I AM THAT I AM. 

BMaster of First Veil—The pass is right. 
You have my permission to enter. 

The carfdidates now enter the First 
Veil, when the bandages are removed 
from their eyes. 

Master of First Veil~You surely could 
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not have come thus far unless yon were 
three Most Excellent Masters; but fur- 
ther you cannot go, without my words, 
sign, and word of exhortation, My words 
are, Shem, Ham, and Japhet; my sign is 
this, [holding out a caue,} in imitation of 
one given by God to Moses, when he 
commanded him to cast his rod upon the 
ground thus, [casting down the cane,j 
and it became a serpent: but putting 
forth his hand, and taking it up by the 
tail, it became a rod in his hand as be 





fou. My word of exhortation ic ex. 
planatory of this sign, and is to be found 
in the writings of Moses, viz.: the first 
verses of the fourth chapter of Exodus: 

And thé Lord said unto Moses, What is 
that in thy hand? And he said, A rod. 
And the Lord said, Cast it on the ground, 
and he cast it, and it became a serpent, 
and Moses fled trom before.it, &c. 

Principal Sojourner—Compaunions, we 
have passed the first guard, and. wiik 
make an alarm at the Second Veit 
[Stamps on the floor, as before. ] 

Master of Second Veil—Who comes 
thero? Who dares approach this Secoud 
Veil of our sacred Tabernacle ? 

Principal Sojourner—Three weary so- 
journers from Babylon, who have coms 
to assist in rebuilding the house of ths 
Lord, without the hope of fee or reward, 

Master of Second Veil—How do you 
expect to enter the Second Veil? 

Principal Sojourner—By the words, 
sign, and word of exhortation of the Mas 
terof the First Veil. 

Master of Second Veil—Give them. 

Principal Sojourner—Shem, Ham and 
Japhet. (Gives the sign by casting down 
a cane and taking it up by the end, as De- 
fore explained.) 

Master of Second Voil—They are right. 
You have my permission to enter the Se- 
cond Veil. 

The candidates, led by the Principa} 
Sojourner, pass in. 

Master otf Second Veil—Threa Most 
Excellent Masters you must have been, 
or thus far you could not have come; 
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bnt further you cannot go without my 
words, sign, and word of exhortation. 
My words are Shein, Japhet, and Adoni- 
ram; my sign is this, [thrusting his hand 
fu his bosoin;} it is in 
imitation of one given (à 
by God to Moses, when n 
he commanded him to 
thrust his hand into his 
bosom, and taking it out 
it became as leprous ag 
soow. My word of ex- 
hortatiou is explanatory 
of this sign, and is found 
In the writings of Moses, 
viz.: fourth chapter of 
Exodus : 

And the Lord said un- 
to Moses, Put now thine 
hand into thy bosoin ;— 
and he. put his hand in 
his bosom ; and when he 
took it out, bebold his 
hand was leprous as snow, &c. 

Principal Sojourner—Companiong, wa 
will pass on, and make an alarm at the 
Third Veil [Stamps nine times.] 

Master of the Third Veil—Who comes 
there? Who dare approach this Third 
Veil of our sacred Tabernacle ? 

Principal Sojourner—Three weary so 
journers from Babylon, who hava come 
to assist in the rebuilding of the house of 
the Lord, without the hope of fee or re- 
ward, 






Master of Third Veil—How do you ex-` 


pect to enter ? 

Principal Sojourner—By the words, 
sign, and word of exhortation of the Biasa- 
ter of tho Second Veil. 

Master of ‘Third Veil—Give them. 

Principal Sojourner—Shein, Japhet and 
Adoniram. [Thrusts his hand Into his bo- 
som as Master of Second Veil had done.] 

Master ot Third Veil—They are right. 
You can enter the Third Veil 

The candidates enter. 


Master of Third Veil to candidates— 


Three Most Exceileut Masters you must 
have been, or thus far you could not have 
come, But you cannot go further with- 
out my words, sign, and word of exborta- 
tion, My words are Haggai, Joshua and 
Zerubbabel My sign is this: [Holds out 
atumbler of water and pours out a little 
on the floor.| It is in imitation of one 
given by God to Moses, when he com- 
manded him to pour water upon the dry 
land, and it became blood. My word of 
exhortation is explanatory of this sign, 
and is found in the writings of Moses, 
viz.: the fourth chapter of Exodus: 

And it shall come to pass, if they will 
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not believe in the two former signs, thou 
shalt take the water of the river and 
pour it upon dry land; and the water 
shall become blood upon the dry land. 

Master of Third Veil—t also present 
you with the Sigaet of Truth, which is 
that of Zerubbabel. [Presents a trian- 
gular piece of metal with ZER-UBBA-BEL 
engraved on it.} 

Principal Sojourner to candidates— 
Companions, we have now passed the 
Third Veil; let us make an alarm at the 
Fourth. [Stamps as before.} 

Royal Arch Captain—W ho comesthere? 
Wao dares approach the Fourth Veil of 
our sacred ‘Tabernacle, where incense 
burns, day and night, upon the holy al- 
tar? Who are you, and what are your 
intentions ? 

Principal Sojourner—Three weary ao. 
journers from Babylon, who have como 
up thus far to aid and assist in the noble 
and glorious work of rebuilding the housa 
of the Lord, without the hope of fee or 
reward, 

Royal Arech Captain—How do you ex- 
pect to enter this L‘ourth Veil of our sä- 
cred Tabernacle? 

| Principal Sojourner—By tue worda, 
sign, and word of exhortation of tho Mas- 
ter of the Third Veil 

Royal Arch Captain—Give them. 

Principal Sojourner—Haggai, Joshua 

and Zerubbabel [Pours a little water 
froin a tumbler, or cup, upon the floor, 
for the sign.) 
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Royal Arch Captain—They are right 
You bave my permission to enter tha 
Fourth Veil. 

The Veils are now drawn aside, and 
the candidates enter amidst a dazzling 
light. and behold the High Priest, King 
and Scribe sitting in Grand Council. The 
light is usually made by igniting gum 
camphor in an urn upon thé altar, 
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Royal Arch Captain—Threo Most Ex- 
cellent Masters you must have been, or 
thus far you could not have come. I 
wil present you to the Grand Council. 
(Stamps his foot nine times. J 

High Priest—Whocomeshere ? 

Principal Sojourncr—Threo weary so- 
journers from Babylon, who have come 
up thus far to aid and assist in rebuiiding 
tho house of the Lord, without the hope 
of fee or reward. 

High Priest—Have you the signet o? 
Zerubbabel? 

Principal Sojourner—Wo have. [Pre- 
sents the signet given him by Master of 
Third Veil.} 

High Priest takes it, and reads from tho 
scond chapter of Haggai: 

In that day will I tako thee, O Zerub- 
babel, my servant, the son of Sheatticel, 
saith the Lord, and will mako theo a Sig- 
net: for I havo chosen thee. 

High Priest to King (showing him the 
Kignet)—Companion, aro you satisfied 
that this is the signet of Zerubbabel? 

king (taking the signet, and scrutinizing 
it)—I am satisfied, Most Excellent, that 
it is. 

High Priest (showing signet to Scribe) 
—Companion Scribe, think you this is 
the true signet of Zerubbabel ? 

Scribe (looking shrewdly at it)—E am 
satisfied that it is, Most Excellent. 

High Priest (drawing signet across his 
forehead in imitation of tho penalty, or 
due-cuard)—Signet of Truth, and loli- 
ness to the Lord ! 

The King and the Seribo each in turn 
puts his hand to his forehead, repeating— 
Holiness to the Lord, 

High Priest to candidates—It ig the 
opinion of the Grand Council, that you 
have presented tho true signet of Gerub- 
babel. But owing to difficulties having 
arisen from tho introduction of strangers 
ameng the workmen, none aro allowed 
to undertake in tho nuble and glorious 
worx, bué the true descendants of the 
twelve tribes. Itis necessary you should 
be very particular in tracing your gene- 
alogy. Who are you, ana what are your 
intentiona? 

Principal Sojourner—-Wo aro your own 
kindred, tho descendants of those noble 
families of Giblemites, who wrought so 
Dard at tho building of tho first: Temple. 
We have been regularly initiated as En- 
tered Apprentice Masons, passed to the 
degres of Meilow Craft, raised to tho sub- 
lime degree of Master Mason, advauced 
to the honorary degree of Mark Master, 
presided as Master in the chair, and at 
the completion and dedication of the 
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Temple, were acknowledgetlas Most Eix- 
cellent Masters, We were present at its 
destruction by Nebuchadnezzar, aud by 
him were carried away captives to Baby- 
lon; where wo remained servants to hiia 
and his successors, until the reign of Cy- 
rus, King of Persia, by whose proclaina- 
tion we were liborated, and have coms 
up thus far to aid and assist in the noblo 
and glorious work of rebuilding the house 
of tho Lord, without the hope of fee or 
reward. 

High Pricst—Let the captives bo une 
bound, and brought to light. Companion 
King, I think we had better employ theso 
sojourners. They look like good hardy 
men: just such men 2s wo want about 
the building. What say you? 

King—It is my Opinion, Most Excel- 
lent, they are very expert workmen. X 
wish they might be examined. 

High VPriest—What is your opinion, 
companion Seribo? 

Scribe—If they can satisfy us they are 
Free Masons, I shall bein favor of em- 
pioying them immediately. 

High Priest—You say you are Entered 
Apprentice Masons? Satisfy the Grand 
Council. 

Tho three candidatcs give the signs of 
Entered Apprentice, as on page 7. 

High Priest to King and Scribe—Corn- 
panions, are you satisfied ? 

The King bows gracefully, and tho 
Scribe answers—We aro satisfied, Most 
Excellent. 

High Priest to candidates—The Grand 
Council aro satisfied that you are Enter- 
ed Apprentice Masons, Have you been 
advanced to the Fellow Cratt's degree? 

Candidates give the Fellow Craft signs 
as on page 22, when tho Hixh Priest asics 
bis companions of the Grand Council if 
they are satisfied, as before. and then in- 
forms the candidates that the Grand 
Council approves them as true Follow 
Cratts, &c. 

The saino questions and answers aro 
givon in like mauner as to cach degree up 
to, and including that of Most Excellent 
Master, and the cundidates give all the 
signs of thoso degrees to the Grand Cou - 


‘cil in detail. 


High Priest (after consuilation with the 
King and Scribe)—Companions, wo are 
satisfied that ycu are three worthy Most 
Excellent Masters. As such, wo will 
employ you on the Témple. What part 
of the work will you undertake ? 

Principal Sojourner—We will take any 
gervice, howover servile or dangerous, 
for the sake of forwarding so great and 
noble au uadertakiag. 
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High Priest to Royal Areh Captain— 
You will furnish them with the working 
tools, and dircet them to repair to the 
north-east corner of the ruins of the old 
Temple, with orders to remove the rub- 
bish, preparatory to laying the founda- 
tion of the new Temple. Advise them 
to carcfully preserve everything of ser- 
vice to the eraft that falls in their way, 
and bring it to the Grand CouneiL 

The candidates are presented, one with 
2 pick-ax, one with a crow, and the other 
with a shovel, which aro generally made 
of wood, and kept for tho purpose in the 
Loge or Chapter. 

Principal Sojourner to tho candidates— 
Follow me. 

Each candidate shoulders his working 
tool and follows the Principal Sojourncr, 
going single file toa corner of the room 
where a quantity of blocks, or bricks are 
seattered around. These they stir up a 
little, when they come to a ring in a trap 
door, which they pull up and find it 
shaped like a Ecy-stons of anarch. Each 
one examines it, 2nd then looks down the 
sap, when the Principal Sojourner sug- 
gests that it be at onea taken up to the 
Grand Couneil, He then loads the can- 
didates back. 

High Priest—Companion King, have 
you further business to lay betore this 
Grand Council? 

King—I have nothing, Most Excellent. 

High Priest to Seribe—Have you any- 
thing, worthy companion? 


Scribe—I know of nothing, Most Ex-) 


cellent. 

High Priest—f know of nothing, un- 
less the workmen from the ruing have 
articles for inspeetion. The workmen 
will please come forward and give an 
account of their labors. 

Principal Sojourner—Most Excellent, 
in pursuance of orders of this Grand 
Couneil, we repaired to the ruins and 
commenced our labors, After laboring 
several days, wo discovered what seem- 
ed a rock, but on striking it with a crow, 
it gave a hollow sound, and upon closer 
examination, wo diseovercd in it an iron 
ring, by help of which wo suceceded in 
removing it from its place, when we 
found it to be the key-stone of an arch, 
and through the aperture thero appeared 
to be an immense vault curiously arehed. 
We have brought this key-stone up, that 
it may be examined by the Grand 
Council. 

High Priest—You will present it, 

Principal Sojourner presents the key- 
ston, or trap. 

tigh Pricst Gooking clesely at it)h— 


Companion King, this is a very valuable 
discovery indeed. It must be a key 
stone of a Mark Master Mason. 

King—TI think that is the stone wrought 
by our Grand Master, Hiram Abiff. 

High Pricst—What think you of it, 
Companion Scribe ? l 

Scribe—It is undoubtedly the stone 
wrought by our Grand Master, Hiram 
Abiff. 

High Priest (drawing key-stone aeross 
his forehead, and giving the sign)—Tho 
Key-stone of a Mark Master! Holiness 
to the Lord. 

King and Scribe do and say the same. 

High Pricst to candidates—This is a 
very valuable discovery indeed, No doubt 
it will lead to somo important treasure, of 
inestimable value to the craft. Are you 
willing to pursue your labors, and cn- 
deavor to penetrate this seeret vault? 

Prineipal Sojourner, (after consulting 
candidates)—-We are, even to the risk of 
our lives. 

High Pricst—Go: and may the God of 
your fathers be with you. Preserve ev- 
erything tnat falls in your way. 

Tho Principal Sojourner returns with 
the candidates to the place where they 
lifted the trap, and they there consult to- 
gether as to who shall deseend into tho 
vault, Ono of the eandidates agreeing 
to go, they put arope seven times around 
his body, leaving two long elds. 

Principal Sojourner to candidate who 
is about to dercend—Companion, it is ne- 
cessary you should tako a little precan- 
tion. Should you wish to descend still 
lower, pull the rope in your left band: if 
you wish to aseend, pull that in your 
right hand. 

Two companions take hold of cach 
end of the rope, Ictting the eandidate 
down eight or ten fect, to another trap- 
door, where he finds three small trying 
squares; and giving the signal of as 
cending, is drawn up. 

Each candidate taking a square, they 
repair to the Grand Council, As they 
present themselves, the High Priest reads 
the following passage from the fourth 
chapter of Zachariah: 

The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the 
foundation of tkis house; his hands shall 
also finish it; and thou shalt know that 
the Lord of hosts hath sent me unto you, 
For who hath despised the day of small 
things? for they ghall rejoice, and shall 
see the plummet of Zerubbabel, wita 
those seven. 

High Priest to the King—Companions, 
have you any further business for the 
Grand Council t 
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King—I havo nothing, Most Excellent., į hero is what wo have found in tt, [pro- 
High Priest to Scribe—Havo you any- f senting tho three trying squares. } 
thing, worthy companion ? High Priest (drawing one of the squares 
Scribe—Nothing, Most Excellent. across his forehead)—The jewels of our 
High Priest—I know of nothing, un-] ancient Grand Masters, King Solomon, 
less the workmen from tho ruins have | Hiram, King of Tyre, and Hiram Abiff ! 
something for our inspection. Holiness to the Lord. 
Principal Sojourner—We have exam-| The King and the Scribe each take one 
ined tho secret vault, Most Excellent, and! and imitate the High Priest. 
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High Priest to candidates—Are you 
willing to continue your labors aud still 
further penetrate this secret vault? 

Principal Sojourncr—We are, even to 
the risk of our lives, 

High Priest—Go, and may the God of 
your fathers be with you; and remember 
that your labors shall not go unrewarded. 

The Principal Sejourner leads the can- 
didates back as before, and winds the 
rope round one of them, who is let down 
the trap, still further down than before, 
where ho finds the Ark, when he gives 
the signal and is drawn up. 

The party immediately returns to the 
Grand Conncil, two of them carrying the 
Ark, where they present themsclves in 
the same manner as before, and the High 
Priest directs them to come forward and 
give ap account of their labors. 

Principal Sojourner—Most Excellent, 
in pursuance of your orders, we repair- 
ed to the secret vault, and let down one 
cf our companions, The sun at this time 
was at its meridian height, the rays of 
which enabled him to discover a small 
box, or chest, standing on a pedestal, cu- 
riously wrought, and overlaid with gold. 
On discovering it, he involuntarily found 
his hands raised in this position, [giving 
due-guard, as on page 79,} to guard his 
eyes from the intense light and heat re- 
flected from it. The air becoming of- 
fensivo, he gave the signal for ascending, 
avd was immediately drawn out. We 
have brought this chest up for the cx- 
amination of the Grand Conncil. 

High Priest (looking with surprise at 
the 4rk)—Compasanion King, this ia the 
Ark of the Covenant of God. 

King (looking at it)—It is undoubtedly 
tho true Ark of the Covenant, Most Ex- 
cclient, 

Scribo (coking at the Ark)—That is 
also my cpinion. 

High Priest (taking tho Ark)—Let us 
opel if, and sce what valuahle treasure 
it may contain. [Opens tho Ark, and 
takes out a took.] 

High Priest to King-- Companion, here 
ìs a very ancientlooking book ; what can 
it be? Let us read init, [Reads first 
three verses of first chapter of Gencsis :} 

In the beginning God created the bea- 
veo and the earth, &c. 

After reading these verses, the High 
Priest turns over to Deutcronomy xxx, 
and reads from tho 24th to the 26th 
verses, as follows: 

And it came to pass, when Moses had 
made an cud of writing the words of this 
Jaw in a book, until they were finished, 








bare the Ark ‘of the Lord, saying, Take 
this book of the law, and put it in tho 
side of the Ark of the Covenant of the 
Lord your God, that it may be there for 
a witness against thee. 


The High Priest then turns back to 


Exodus xx. and reads the 2lst verse, as 
follows: 


And thou shalt put tho mercy seat 
above, upon the Ark; and in the Ark 


‘thou shalt put the testimony that I shall 
give thee. 


High Priest—This is a book of the 
law—liong lost, but now found. Holincss 
to the Lord. [He repeats this again 
twice. ] 

King—A..book of the Jaw—long lost, 
but now found. Holiness to the Lord! 

Scribe repeats the same. 

Tigh Priest to candidates—You now 
sec that the world is iudebtcd to Masonr 
for the preservation of this sacred vol- 
ume, Had it not been for the wisdom 
and precaution of our ancicnt brethren, 
this, the only remaining copy of the law, 
would have been, destroyed, at the de- 
struction of Jerusalem. 

liigh Priest (taking a little pot out of 
the Ark)—Companion King, what can this 
be? a pot of manna? We will read in 
the book of tho Jaw and sco what that 
says. [Reads Hebrews ix., v. 2 to 5:] 

For thero was a tabernacle mado: tho 
Grst wherein was the candlesticks, and 
the table, and the shew-bread, which is 
called the sanctuary: and after the se- 
cond veil, the tabernacle, which is called 
the holiest of all: which had tho goiden 
censer, and the ark of the covenant, 
overlaid round about with gold; where- 
in was the golden pot that had manna; 
and Aaron’s rod, that budded, and the 
tables of tho covenant; and over it the 
chervubims of glory, overshadowing the 
mercy seat; of which wo cannot now 
apeak particularly. 

High Pricst— 
ness to the Lord! 

King—A Pot of Manna! Holiness to 
the Lord! 

Scribe repeats the same. 

High Pricst—Companions, we read in 
the book of tho law, that He that over- 
cometh, will I give to cat of the hidden 
manna. Come forward, companions, you 
are entitled to it. [Each one reccives a 
small lump of sugar] But bow it came 
deposited hero, we cannot now particu- 
larly speak. You must go higher in Ma- 
sonry before you can know. 

The High Priest looks ugain into the 
Ark, and finds a stick with some buds 


Pot of Manna! Iioll- 


that Moses commanded tho Levites which | upon it, which he shows to the King and 
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Scribe, and eftor a consultation, they do- 
cide that itis Aaron’s Rod, and tho fact 
is thus proclaimed in tho same manner as 
the discovcry of the manna. 

Looking again into the Ark, the High 
Pricst takes out four pieces of paper, 
which he examines closely, consults with 
the King and Scribe, and then puts to- 
gether so as to show a kcy to the ineffa- 
ble characters of this degree. 


ap eede bh i 3 k | m 
HLL IIE SUS ee 
mon gdis t Uw Xyz 
JWLOGE APF voor 


After cxamining tho Key, he proceeds 
to read, by the aid of it, the characters 
on the four sidcs of tho Ark. 

High Priest (reading first side)—Depo- 
eitod in tho year three thousand. Second 
side—By Solomon, King of Isracl. Third 
side—Hliram, King of Tyre, and Hiram 
Abif. Fourth side—IFor tho Good of 
Masonry, gencrally, but tho Jowish na- 
tion in particular, 

High Priest to eandidates—Compan- 
jons, hero are threo mystorious words, in 
a triangular form, upon the Ark, which, 
wheu first found, was covered with three 
squares, the jewels ot our threo ancicnt 
Grand Masters; aud from this circum- 
stance, wo supposed it to bo the long lost 
aster Mason’sa word; and on applying 
the Key to it, it proved our suspicious to 
bo correct. It is tha namo of Deity in 
three languages, viz.: Chaldeac, Hebrew, 
and Syriac, which is the long lost Master 
Mason’s word, and has now becomo tho 
Grand Omnific Royal Arch word. This 
word was anciently written only in these 
exered characters, and thus preserved 
from onc generation to another. It was 
lost by tho death of Hiram Abiif, was 
found again at the building of the Tem- 
ple, and will now be given to yon; and 
you will remember tho manner you ro- 
ceive it, and that you havo sworn never 
to givo it to others exccpt in that particu- 
lar manner, 

The candidates, instructed by the Prin- 
cipal Sojourner, now learn tho Grand 
Omunific Royal Arch Word, as follows: 
Each one takes hold with his right hand 
of the right wrist of his companion on 
the Icft, and with his left hand takes 
hold of the Icft wrist of his companion 
ou the right. Each ove then placcs his 
right foot forward with tho hollow in 
front so that the too touches tho heel of 
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his companion on tho right. This ts 
called “three times threo.” that is, threo 
right feet forming a triaugle, three left 
hands forming a triangle, aud threo right 
hands forming a triangle. They balance 
in the same manner, and then, with hands 
raised, repeat the words Jah-buhb-lun, Je- 
ho-vah, G-o-d, at low breath, as described 
at length on pagc 68. 

The signs of this degree are now given 
to the candidates, as follows: 

First, raiso the right hand to the fore 
head, the hand aud arin horizontal, tho 
thumb towards the forehead; draw it 
briskly across tho forehead, and drop it 
perpendicularly by the side. This cou- 
stitutes the due-guard of this degreo, and 
refers not only to tho penalty of the obli- 
gation, but alludes also to tho manner in 
which the brother who descended into 
the vault, and found the Ark, found his 
handstnvoluntarily placed to protect his 
head trom the raya of the meridian sun. 





Grand Sign 


Due-guard, 
Tho grand sign is made by locking the 
fingers of both hands together, and car- 
rying them to the top of the head, the 


palms upward, ‘This alludes to the pcn- 
ulty of having the scull clove off, &c. 

High Pricet (placing crowns upon the 
heads of candidates)—Companions, you 
aro now invested with all the important 
secrets of this degree, and crowned and 
reccived as worthy companions Royal 
Areh Masons, 

The High Pricst then reads to them 
from a book tlie chargo in this degree, 
informing them that the degree owes its 
origin to Zerubbabel and his associates, 
who rebuilt the Temple by order of Cy: 
rus, Kiug of Persia. He likewise ine 
forms them that the discovery of the se 
cret vault and the inestimable treasures, 
with tho long lost word, actually took 
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place in the manner represented in con- 
ferring this degrce, and that it is the cir- 
cumstance upon which the degree is prin- 
ipally founded. 

Š The initiation being over, tho H igh 
Priest begins the closing lecture, which is 
a repetition; by questions and answers, 
of the opening of a Chapter, und the ad- 
vancement of a companion of this de- 
gree. It begins as follows: 

High Priest to Captain of the Host 
Are you a Royal Arch Mason? 

Captain—I am, that I am, 

High Priest—How shall I know you to 
be a Royal Arch Mason ? 

Captain of Host—By three times three, 

High Pricst—Where was you made a 
Royal Arch Mason ? 

Captain of the Host—In a just and lo- 
gally constituted Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons, consisting of Most Excellent High 
Priest, King, and Scribe, Captain of tho 
Host, Principal Sojourner, Royal Arch 
Captain, and the three Grand Masters of 
the Veils, assembled in a room or placo 
representing the Tabernaclo erected by 
our ancicnt brethren, near tho ruins of 
King Solomon’s Temple, 

The High Priest continues his qucs- 
tions as to the station and dutics of each 
officer of the Chapter, and every particu- 
lar relative to the organization thereof, 
the initiation or advancement of candi- 
dates, &c. The Captain of the Host re. 
hearscs, or describes the wholo precisely 
as we have given it. Theso closing lec- 
tures are intended to perfect members in 
tho full understanding of each degree. 

After tho lecturo the Chapter is closed 
ín the same manner as the opening, up to 
tho raising of tho Living Arch, The 
companions join hands by threes, in the 
game manner, and say in concert 

As we three did agree, 

Tho Sacred Word to keep— 
As wo thrco did agree 

The Sacred Word to search; 
So wo threo do agree 

To close this Royal Arch. 

They then break, and the High Priest 
reads the following prayer: 

By the wisdom of tho Supreme High 
Priest may wo be directed, by his strength 
inay Wo be enabled, and by the beauty 
of virtue may we be incited, to perform 
the obligations here énjoined upon us, to 
keep inviolable the myetteries here un- 
folded to us, and invariably to practico 
oll those dutics out of the Chapter, which 
gre inculcated in it, 

Compauions—So mote it be. Amen. 

High Priest—I now declaro thig Chap- 
ter of Royal Arch Masons closed. 
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ROYAL MASTER’S DEGREE 


This degree can only be conferred on a 
perfect Royal Arch Mason—one who has 
not only taken all the preceding degrees, 
but is well posted in them, It originated 
in tho folowing manner: 

At the building of the Temple, King 
Solomon, Hiram, King of Tyre, and 
Hiram Abiff, the three ancient Grand 
Masters, resolved to reward all those 
Master Masons whose fidelity, industry 
and skill placed them abovo their com: 
panions, by communicating to tuem tbe 
Omnifio Word. After several consulta. 
tions as to when this word should bo con- 
ferred, it was proposed by Hiram Abiff 
that it should not be given until tho Tem- 
ple was completed, and then only in the 
presence of all three, and by their freo 
consent then to bo expressed. This plan 
was adopted, and tho three Grand Mag. 
ters bound themselves by solemn oaths 
to a strict observance of it, 

One day, soon after thig agreement, 
Hiram Abiff went into tho sanctum sanc- 
torum, as was his usual custom at high 
12, to offer prayers, and to draw desi gug 
on tho tressle-board, As ho was returne 
ing, he was accosted near the entrance by 
Adoniram, a worthy Master, as follows: 

Adoniram—M ost Excellent, at what 
time shall 1 receive tho Omnific Word? 

Hiram Abiff—My worthy friend, it is 
uncertain when, or whether you will ever 
receive it at all; for the Omnific Word 
cannot be given until tho Temple is com 
Picted, and then only by the freo consert 
of the three Grand Masters, 

Adoniram—Supposing ono of you three 
were removed hence by dcath, how then 
shall I expect to receive it? 

_Hiram Abiff (tapping tho floor three 
times with his foot)}—When I die, they’i] 
bury it thero. [He alluded to bis own 
violent death, the details of which are re 
corded in the Master Mason’s degree. ] 
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The Lodge, or Chapter, in this degree, 
is organized similar to that in tho Royai 
Arch, only arranged differently. Tho 
Ark is set in tho middlo of the inner veil, 
and tho mombers assemblo round it at 
the opening, each one taking his com- 
paniom by tho wrist, as hereafter explain- 
ed, when tho presiding officer reads tho 
27th verse of 1 Kings vi. as follows: 

And he set the cherubims within tho 
inner house, and they stretched forth tho 
wings of the cherubiinos, so that the wing 
of the one touched the ono wall, and tho 
wing of tho other touched the other wall, 
and their wings touchod one anothor in 
the midst of the houso. 

When a companion is to bo advanced 
to this degrce, the membors assemble 
round tho altar, taking each other’s 
wrists in tho same manner as at the open- 
ing. While in this position, tho Grand 
Master, or presiding ofticer, enters and 
goes to the altar, knecla, [meantime tho 
candidate has been lod in,} and reads the 
following prayer: 

Thou, O God, knowest our downsittIng 
and uprising, and understandest our 
thoughts afar off: shicld and deferd us 
from the evilintentions of our enemies, 
and support us under tho trials znd af- 
flictions we aro destined to endure whilo 
traveling this vale of tears. Man that is 
born of woman is of few days, and full 
of trouble. He cometh forth as tho 
flower, and is cut down: ho flecth also 
as a shadow, and continucth not; sceing 
his days dro determined, the number of 


his months are with Thee; Thon hast! 
appointed his bounds that he cannot; 


pass: turn from him, that be may rest, 
tül he shall accomplish his day; for 
thero is hope of a tree, if it bo not cut 
down, that it will sprout again, and that 
the tender branebes thereof wil] vot 
cease. But man dicth and wasteth away; 
yea, man giveth up the ghost, and where 
is he? As the waters fail from the sea, 
nnd the flood decayeth and dricth up, so 
man lieth down, and riscth not up till tho 
heavens shall be no more. Yet, O Lord, 
have compassion on the children of thy 
creation; administer them con fort in timo 
of trouble, and save them with an ever- 
lasting salvation. Amen, so moto it be. 

Tho Grand Master then rises, and 
passes out of tho circle under the ex- 
tonded arms of the companions. [He 

ergonates Hiram Abiff, who camo in at 
1igh noon to pray.} As he goes out, tho 
candidate accosis him thus: 

Candidate (prompted by conductor)— 
Most Excellent, at what time shali I re- 
ceive the Omnific Word? 

6 


Sil 


Master—My worthy friend, it is uncer- 
tain when, or whether you will ever ro- 
ceivo it at all; for tho Omnific Word 
cannot bo given except by tho free con- 
sent of threo Grand Masters, and at a 
time only whon they together shall agrco 
to givo it. 

Tho Master passes to his seat, and tho’ 
candidato approaches tho altarand knecls,, 
when tho following promiso is adminis- 
tered: 

Master—Companion, do you pan 
promise, on the oath of a Royal Arch 
Mason, to keep sacred the secrets of this 
degreo ? 

Candidate—I do. 

The candidato is then instrnctod in tho 
grip, which is as follows: Each tikes 
hold of his left wrist with his right hand, 
and with his left hand takes hold of his 
companion’s right wrist. This forms 4 
square. itis the samo as when wo 8eo 
two children making a seat for a third 
with their hands 


Royal Master’s Grip. Due-guard, 

The words aro given in this manner: 
let go your own wrist, and let your left 
hand fall at your side, keeping bold of 
your companion’s right wrist and placing 
your right fect together, toe to heel, so 
as to form two sides of a trianglo. Dook- 
ing down at tbo fcet, ono says in a low 
voice, ‘‘ Alas, poor Hiram!” Tho care 
didate repeats the same words. Tho 
sign, or due-guard, is mado by placing 
the foro finger of tho right hand upon 
the lips. If is a caution to a companion 
when you wish him to keep silent. 

Master to candidate (tapping the floor 
three times with his toe)—Do you know 
about this ? 

Candidate (instructed)—-I know som% 
thing about it 
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Master—W bat do you knew about it? 

Candidate—I know semething about 
the beginning of it. (Taps three times 
with his toe. } 

The same questions are repeated, when 
the candidate answers that he also knows 
gomething about the ending of it. 

Master—W bat is the beginning ? 

Candidate (instructed)— Alpha, 

Master— What is the euding ? 

Candidate —Omega. 

Master—i am Alpha and Omega, tho 
beginning and the end. 

The Master then reads verses 12 to 14 
of the twenty-second chapter of Revela- 
tions, as follows: 

And behold I come quickly; and my 
reward ls with me, to give every man ac- 
cording as his work shall be. I am Al- 
pha and Omega, the beginning and the 
end, the first and the last. Blessed are 
they that do his commandments, that 
they may havo a right te the tree of life, 
and inay enter in at the gates of the city. 

Thero is little formality in this degreo, 
and different Lodges or Chapters give it 
in different ways. The above is the 
usual manner of giving it in New York. 





SELECT MASTER'S DEGREE. 


At the building ef the Temple, the 
Grand Masters entered into a aroleinn 
agreement that they would net confer 
the Master's Degrev until the Temple 
sheuld be completed, and then enly en 
such as should bave rendered themselves 
worthy, by their skill, their virtue and 
their inflexible ddclity to the craft. Thelr 
agreement was such, that all three mnet 
be present when it sheuld be cenferred, 
lest partiality fer a friend might eccasion 
the admission of an unworthy member ; 
they also caused their obligation te be 
such, that if cither should be taken away 
by death prier to the finishing of the 


Temple, tho Master’s degreo would of 


ceurse be lest. They also possessed a 
firm belief, that if the children of Israel 
continued net in the belief of the Supreme 
Judge, to obey his commands, their ene- 
mies would be let loose against them, 
their city end Temple would be sacked, 
and destroyed aud themselves carted 
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into captivity, and thus the knowledge of 
the arts and sciences, tegether with the 
patterns and valuable models, 
wero contained in the Temple, and thé 
writings of Moses, would be for ever Jost. 


which 


Te prevent such a catastrophe, they 


ngreed to build a secret vault under 
greund, leading from King Solemen’s 
mest retired 
course, and ending under the sanctum 
sanctorurim, to be divided inte nine sepa- 


apartment, a due west 


rate apartments, or arches, the ninth to 


be under tho sanctum sanctorum, all of 
which wero to be erected or built by 


themselves, and such cempaniens as they 


should select, fer the special purpose. 


Tho Ninth Arch was to be the place for 
holding their Grand Council, and also a 
deposit fora true copy ef all those things 
which wero centained in the sanctum 
sancterum above. Thero wero selected 
to werk in the ether eight arches, twenty- 
three from Gebul, a city in Phenicia, who 
were stone squarers, who, tegether with 
Adoniram, were well skilled in the arts 
and sciences, particularly sculpture ; their 
hours ef laber were frem nino at night to 
twelve, when they retired te rest. During 
the erectien of this secret vault, a circum- 
stance eccurred which characterizes this 
de gree. 

A particular friend of King Selomen, 
whose name was Izabud, discovered that 
a secret work was going on abevt the 
Temple, ef which he was net infermed 
by his friend; and ho fer some time 
grieved in silence: at length he commu- 
nicatcd his suspicions to King Selemon, 
and begged te know how he kad ferfcit- 
ed his confidence. Tho king told him 
that his confidence in him remained tho 
same, and desired him to be centented 
for the present, for the time weuld soon 
arrive when a door weuld be left epen 
for his reception, (meaving when the 
Temple sheuld be finished and he re- 
ceived the Master’s degree.) This for a 
time satisfied him, but ene evening, hav- 
ing seme particular business with King 
Selomon, he went as usual to seek him 
in his most retired room, and finding the 
doer ef the secret vault epen and nob 
guarded as usual, by the Grand Steward 
Ahishar, he took it fer granted that it 
was left open fer his reception, agreeably 
te the king’s premise. He therefore 
beldly entered, but was soon accosted 
by Adoniram, the captain ef the, guards, 
who sternly challenged him, and took him 
into custody. 

With this historical explanation, tha 
conferring of thie degree will be under 
stood ag described in the followlng pages 
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The Council aro seated ag in tho en- 
graving, Which represents the interior ar- 
rangement of a Lodge or Chapter in this 
degree, with the Ark curtained round in 
the centre. The place of mecting is sup- 
posed to bo a secrot vault under the Term- 
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Treasurer 


plo, where Solomon doposited his choicest 
treasures. Tho first, or presiding officer, 
represents King Solomon, and is styled 
Thrice Illustrious Grand Master. Heo id 
dressed in purple robes, a golden crowr 
on his head, a sceptre in his hand, and ¢ 
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gold trimined collar on his neck, to which 
is suspended a gold trowel, 

The second officer sits on his right, 
with the same dress and decorations, He 
represents Hiram, King of Tyre, and is 
styled Deputy Illustrious Grand Master. 

The third officer is seated on tho left of 
the first. He is dressed in yellow robes, 
trimmed with blue; a collar on his neek, 
anda gold hammer in his hand. He rg- 
presents Hiram Abiff, and is called Prin- 
cipal Conduetor of the work. 

Before each of the threo first officers 
is a triangular table, upon each angle of 
whieh is a burning taper; and in the 
ceutre, a triangular plato of gold. A veil 
or eurtain separates them from the rest 
cf the otficers and companions, as is re 
presented in the engraving. 

The next three officers in rank, are 
seated in other parts of the hall, so as to 
form a triangle, viz. : 

Tho Sceretary, who is tho fourth offi- 
cer, in the south. 

Tho fifth, Treasurer, in the north. 

The sixth is seated in the west, with a 
drawn sword, representing Adoniram, the 
Grand Steward. He acts as Tyler, and 
is to guard the inside of the door. 

The offiecrs being seated, the veil is 
drawn aside, making the room one apart- 
ment, with the Ark (veiled) in tho centre. 

Grand Master—Companions, I am about 
to open 2 Couneil of Select Masters, If 
there are any present not of ihig degree, 
they will pleaso to retire, 

After waiting to ascertain if all pres- 
ent are Select Masters, he addresses the 
Deputy Grand Master on his right : 

Grand Master—Worthy Companion of 
Tyre, shall we resume our labors, and 
complete the secret work which has been 
go happily begun? 

Deputy—Thriee Illustrious, it is my 
most ardent wish to see it completed, and 
the sacred treasure therein safely deposit- 
cd; that I may return to my own eoun- 
try with the satisfaction of having faith- 
fully diseharged my duty to the craft. 

Grand Master to Conductor, on his left 
—Companion Couductor, are our num- 
bers complete? 

Conductor—Thrice Illustrious, I find 
the number of three timcs nine, 

Grand Master—You will see that the 
secret vault is made secure. 

Conductor goss ont, returns, and says— 
Thrice Illustrious, all is in 8eeurity. 

Grand Mastér to Deputy—What is it 
o'clock ? 

Deputy—Nine at night, Thriee Illustri- 
ous, wben all prying eyes aro closed in 
sleep, and stillness puovedes all nature. 


Grand Master—Such being the hour, it 
is my pleasure that a Council of Seiect 
Masters be now opened for the dispatch 
of business. Conipanion Conduetor, you 
will order the companions to their geve- 
ral stations, and after the regular alarm 
shall be givon, let them proeced in their 
labors, according to tho directions they 
have received. 

Conductor—Companions, it is our Il 
lustrious Grand Master’s orders that a 
Couneil of Select Masters be now opened 
for the dispateh of business; and after 
the regular alarm of the mysterious num- 
ber nine is given, each will resume his 
labor. 

Grand Master knocks eight quick and 
one slow, and all tho officers imitate him 
in thcir turn, according to rank. 

Then all the companions knock eight 
quick and one slow, with their hands. 

Grand Master—Attend to giving the 
signs, companions. 

All the companions rise on their feet, 
and give the signs from Entered Appren- 
tice to Royal Master, as before deseribed. 

The signs of a Seleet Master are then 
given as follows: The first is similar to 
the sign of distress of a Master Mason. 
The fists are both clenched, in allusion to 
one of the penalties of the obligation, 


whieh is to have both hands chopped off 
to the stumps. 





First Sign, or Due guard, Second Sign. 


The second sign is made by crossing 
the hands and arms, as in tho engraving ; 
with a quick motion draw the hands edge- 
wise across the body downwards, as 
though you were in the aet of quartering 
the body, and let them drop by your sides. 
This is in imitation of a part of the pen- 
alty of this degree, which is to have the 
body quartered, 
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The third sign is 
given by placing the 
hands over each eye, 
as in tho engraving, 
and with a quick mo- 
tion, throw the arms 
downwards at an an- 
gle of forty-five de- 
grees, as though you 
was tearing the eye- 
balls from the sockets, 
aud dashing them on 
the ground, then drop 
the arms by the sides, 
This ig algo a part of 
the penalty, a = 

The fourth sign alludes to that part o 
the penalty of being thrown among the 
rubbish of the Temple, It is made by 
placing the left hand upon the uppor part 
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of the forehead, the palm downwards, 
and cover it with the right, the body 
erect, heels togcther, step off with the 
right foot, and plant it about eightoon in- 
inches in front with a stamp, at the same 
time dart the hands forward, 

The most popular signs 
of this degree among Ma- 
sons are made in this man- 
ner: Place the palm of the 
the right hand upon tho 
heart, and pronounce the 
word SECRESY, and imme- 
diately raise the left hand, 
and place the palm over 
tac mouth, the first finger 
against the upper lip, the 
others a little off from it, 
the thumb against the side 
of the nose, and speak the 
word SILENCE; raise tho 
right hand from the breast 
and place it over the eyes, 
and pronounce, SILENCE 
and DARKNESS, . 
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Grand Master—I declare this Councit 
of Select Masters opened in due and ap 
cient form; the companions will govern 
themselves accordingly. He then gives 
a heavy rap with his gavel, and his right 
and left hand companions do the same, 
and each regames his seat. 

In an initiation in this degree, the can- 
didate is conducted to an autechamber, 
and is told to remain there until he sees 
the door open, when ho must walk into 
the Council. 

Tho Tyler (or Grand Steward) takes 
his post on the inside of the door to guard 
the same, and after walking back and 
forth, sits down by the door, and feigns 
himself sleeping. [This isa very dificult 
part to act: the loudest snorers are always 
selected] The door is now thrown open, 
and the candidate (who represents Iza- 
bud) enters. 

Captain of Guards—Who comes there ? 

Candidate—A zealous brother, who 
wishes to partake of your labors, 

Captain—Give me tho word, sign, and 
token of your entrance, 

Candidate~I have none, 

Captain—An intruder! an intruder! 

Companions all exclaim—Put him to 
death instantly ! 

Grand Master—VWhat is the cause of 
this confusion ? 

Captain of Guards—An intruder has 
invaded our secret vault, 

Grand Master--Put him to death im- 
mediately. 

Captain of the Guards seizes candidate 
by the collar, and placing the point of bis 
sword at his breast, looks him in the faco, 
and then drops tho point of it. 

Captain to Grand Master—Thrice Il- 
lustrious, consider for a moment on whom 
you are about to inflict this awful pen- 
alty. ‘This is your particular friend 
Izabud. 

Grand Master—Bind him fast, then, 
and see that he is forthcoming when call- 
ed for, Yow life shall answer for his 
escape, 

Captain of the Guards binds candidate 
and takes him out of the room, 

The three presiding officers leave their 
seats, and are supposed to go to the Ninth 
Arch, 

Grand Master to his Deputy—Worthy 
Companion, I do not see how we can pre- 
vent this sacrifice, 

Deputy—It is impossible, Thrice Illus- 
trious. Only three can be employed in 
each arch—twenty-seven in all. Nony 
can pass beyond, and none can enter un- 
less they know our secret, and thus for- 
feit their lives, 
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Grand Master—It is, then, out of my} Captain of the Guards conducts’ can 


power to pardon my friend. 

Conductor—It is truly out of your pow- 
er, Thrice IHustrions. 

The Grand Master and his aids now re. 
turu to their seats. 

Grand Master to Captain of Guards— 
Bring in your prisoner, 

Candidate is brought forward. 

Grand Master to candidate—Alas, my 
unfortunate friend Izabud, your disobe- 
dienee and Curiosity have forfeited your 
life. Ihave consulted with my colleagues, 
and find them inflexible. My obligation, 
also, is of suoh a nature, that J have not 
the power to pardon you. 

Candidate—Thrice Ilustrious, I pray 
you to remember how great and sincere 
my attachment has ever been to your 
sacred person, to your services and '‘se- 
crets. Of late, finding a private work 
going on, with which { was not made ac- 
quainted, I feared I had lost all the con- 
fidence of my sovereign, and grieved in 
silence. At length I took the liberty of 
mentioning tho matter to your majesty, 
and you directed mo to rest contented; 
for the time would soon arrive when a 
door would bo left open for my reception. 
This assurance satisfied me; and this 
evening, having some particular business 
with your majesty, I sought you in the 
retired room; and finding the dcor open 
and unguarded, I took it for granted it 
was for my reception, and entered ac- 
cordingly. But I beg your majesty to 
believe that it was not a spirit of disobe- 
dience or curiosity which prompted me 
to do it. 

Deputy to Grand Master—Thrice Tlus- 
trious, I find your friend is not guilty of 
the charge alleged against him. His of- 
fence is rather owing to some imprudent 
observation of your own; he must thore- 
fore be pardoned, and admitted. 

Grand Master—Worthy Companion of 
Tyre, how can that be done? is not our 
number already full? 

Conductor—Thnrice Dlustrious, it js true 
our numbers are full; but Ahishar, the 
Guard, is no longer worthy of our confi- 
dence. He was found gieeping at his 
post, and he alone is guilty. Let him 
be discharged and immediately executed ; 
and let [zabud be placed in his stead. 

Grand Master—I thank you, my wor- 
thy companion, for your advice: it shall 
be done, Izabud, are you willing to take 
a solemn obligation to keep inviolable 
the secrets of our Order ? 

Candidate—I am willing. 


didate to the altar, and makes him knee], 
when the Grand Master directs him to 
take the oath, which he does as follows: 

J, John Smith, in the presence of tho 
Grand Architect of the Universe, and be. 
fore this illustrious assembly, dedicated 
to the most puissant, most terrible, most 
merciful Creator, do solemnly swear, 
that I will never discovcr the signs, to 
kens, and words belonging to a Select 
Master, nor to any one living, the secret 
of this royal vault, neither by speaking, 
writing, engraving, Carving, or painting ; 
or by any dumb sign, or motion, in any 
unlawful way, whereby the least hint 
might be taken, that in this place existed 
a secret work, or that any secrets are de. 
posited here. 

I furthermore swear that I never will 
penetrato into the secrets of the ninth 
arch, unless legally authorized by our 
Thrice IUustrious Grand Masters. All 
this 1 swear, with a firm and steady reso. 
lution, without any mental reservation 
or self-evasion of mind in me whatever; 
binding myself under no lesy penalty, bee 
sides all my former penalties, to have my’ 
hands chopped off to the stumps, my 
eyes plucked out from the sockets, my 
body quartered, and then thrown among 
the rubbish of the Temple; that there 
may remain no more remembrance of 
such a vile wretch, if ever I should wil. 
fully violato this my obligation. So help 
mo God, and keep me steadfast in the 
same. Amen. 

Grand Master to candidate—Kiss the 
book nine times. 

Candidate obeys. 

J- Grand Master (taking 
; him by the hand and rais- 
ing him up)—I now greet 
you a Companion Select ; 
therefore, in futuro, be ev- 
er blind and dumb to eve- 
rything you havo seen or 
heard in this Council, and 
keep in mind tho words 
SECRESY and SILENCE, as 
they will now be given to 
you, {placing his hands as 
in the engraving. } 

Candidate is instructed 
jin the signs, &c., as given 
on pages 84-85. 

The Grand Master then 
reads to him the following 
~~ history : 

Ninth Arch was completed, 
the three Grand Masters deposited there- 





Grand Master—Free him of his shac- |in a true copy of those things which were 


kles, and conduct him to the altar. 


of importance to the Craft, and to the 
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Jewish nation—such as the Ark of the 
Covenant, the Pot of Manna, the Rod of 
Aaron, the Book of tho Law, &c.; and 
that they might be known and duly ap- 
preeiated, if ever found, by future gen- 
erations, they agreed to place their names 
ou three of the sides of the Ark, and on 
the fourth side they placed the date of, 
by whom, and for what purpose they 
were thus deposited ; which was for the 
good of the craft in general, and the Jew- 
ish nation in partieular; and that, should 
the Templo be destroyed, and the people 
carried away into captivity, yet on their 
release, and rebuilding the house of their 
God, they might possibly discover these 
valuable treasures. 

After this deposit was made, and prior 
fo the completion of the Temple, our 
‘Grand Master Hiram Abiff was assassin- 
ated, in a manner related in a preceding 
degree; and by his death, the Mastcr’s 
word was lost. The two kings were wil- 
ling to do all in their power to preserve 
the sacred word, and as they could not 
communicate it to any, by roason of the 
death of thcir friend Hiram Abiff, they 
agreed to place it in the secret vault, that 
if the other treasures were ever brought 
to light, the word might be found also; 
they therefore placed it on the top of the 
Ark of the Covenant, in the Hebrew, 
Syriac, and Chaldaic languages; and 
that it might be known as the true word, 
when discovered, they placed the three 
Grand Master’s jewels, one on each lan- 
guage, well knowing that a description 
of thoso jewels would be handed down 
to the latest posterity; and by these means 
the Royal Arch, or rather the ancient 
Master's word, was finally discovered, 
being the same which was communicated 
by God himself to Enoch, and in use 
three thousand years, when it was lost 
by the death of Hiram Abiff, and after- 
wards brought to light at rebuilding the 
second ‘Temple, and has been in use ever 
ginee, aud will continue to be the same 
till time shall be no more. 

The ceremony of receiving the candi- 
date being through, the officers and cem- 
panions all resume their seats, as before 
deseribed, and the Grand Master reads 
24th to 26th verses xxxi, Deuteronomy : 

And it came to pass, when Moses had 
made anend of writing the words of this 
law in a book, until they were finished, 
that Moses commanded the Levites which 
bore the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord 
saying, Take this Book of the Law, and 
put itin the side of the Ark of the Cove- 
nant of the Lord your God, that it may 
be there for a witness against thee. 
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When the reading is finished, four com. 
panions bearing the Ark advance to the 
centre of the Council, and place it upon 
the altar, open it, and put the Book of tho 
Law into it, and return to their seats. 

Tho Grand Master reads verses 33 and 
34 of xvi. Exodus: 

And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a 
pot, and put an omer full of manna there 
in, and lay itup before the Lord, to keep 
for your generations. As the Lord com- 
manded Moses, so Aaron laid it up be- 
fore the testimony to be kept. 

A companion brings the Pot of Mauna 
and putsit into the Ark. 

Tho Grand Master reads verse 10 of 
xvii, chapter of Numbers: 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Bring 
Aaron's Rod again before the testimony, 
to be kept for a token. 

In liko manner Aaron's Rod is de 
posited. 

The Grand Mester reads 89th verso of 
vii. chapter of Numbers : 

And when Moses was gone into tho 
tabernaclo of the congregation to speak 
with him, then he heard the voice of one 
speaking unto him from off the mercy 
seat, that was upon the ark of the testi- 
mony, from between tho two cherubims ; 
and he spake unto him. 

Tho Thrice Llustrious Grand Master, 
Deputy Grand Master and Grand Con- 
ductor, (personating Solomon, Hiram, 
King of Tyro, and Hiram Abiff,) now 
approach the altar, and place the nam» 
of God upon three sides of the Ark in 
three languages, viz., Hebrew, Chaldaic 
and Syriae. ‘They also place upon it the 
date it was deposited, who by, and for 
what purpose, &e., written in the incffa- 
ble charaeters before described, upon its 
side3 and top. They put into the Ark a 
key to the ineffable characters, (as on 
page 79.) They then plaee their threo 
jewels (or squares) in a triangular form 
upon it. The Ark is then put through a 
trap in the floor and placed in the posi- 
tion described as having been found, in 
the Royal Arch Degree. 

This finishes the business, and the cóm- 
panions take their proper stations, when 
the charge is read to the candidate, ag 
follows: 

Grand Master—Compasnion, having at 
tained to this degree, you have passed the 
circle of perfeetion in aneient Masonry. 
In the capacity of Select Master, you 
must be sensible that your obligations 
are increased in proportion to your privi- 
leges, Let it be your constant care to 
prove yourself worthy of the confidence 
reposed in you, and the high honor con: 
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ferred on you, in admitting you to this 
solect degres. Let uprightness and in- 
tegrity attend your steps; let justice and 
mercy mark your conduct, Let fervency 
and zeal stimulate you in the discharge 
of the various duties incumbent on you: 
bat suffer not an idle, or impertinent ou- 


Fiosity to lead vau astray, or betray you | 


jato danger. Bo deaf to every insmnua- 
tion which would have a tendeucy to 
weaken your resolution, or tempt you to 
an act of disobedience. Bs voluntarily 
dumb and bling, when the exerciso of 
those faculties would endanger the peace 
of your 1aind, or the probity of your con- 
duct; and let silence and socresy, those 
cardinal virtues of a Soiect Master, on 
all necessary occasions, be scrupulously 
observed. By arteady adherence to the 
important, instructions contained in this 
dogrea, you väl merit tha approbation of 
the select number with whom you are as- 
sociated, and will enjoy the high satisf{xe- 
tion of having acted well your part in 
tho important enterpriss in which you 
are engaged; and after having wranght 
your rogular hours, vou may bo admitted 
to narticipate in tho privileges of a 
Select Master, 

The Grand BIactor then proceeds to 
close tho Council, as follows: 

Grand Master to Captain of Quards— 
Compenion Capiain, aro you a Select 
Master? 

Captain—I am acknowledged as such, 
end havo wrought my reguiar hours in 
the secret vault, 

Grand Master—What ars the regular 
hours ? 

Captain—From nine at night until mid- 
night. 

Grand Master—How gainod you ad- 
mission there? 

Capitain—Throngh fervency and zeal, 
which was mistaken for curiosity and 
disobedience, and had weil nigh cost me 
my lifo ; but justice and mercy prevailed, 
and Iwas admitted. 

Grand Master—How was that ? 

Captain—Sly fervency and zeal lod me 
{nto a place, through a misconstruction 
of King Solomon’s promiso; by which I 
forfeited my life; but mercy triumphed 
over justice, and I was admitted a mem- 
ber cmong them. 

Grand Master—What is meant by a 
Select Master ? 

Captain—Those who are selected to 
build tho royal vanit. Men whose skill, 
integrity and secresy were well known 
to our Grand Master. 

Grand Master—How many were there? 


Captain—Twenty-two, from Gebal, to- | 
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gether with Ahishar, Adonirem, and our 
three Grand Masters; making in cll, 
twenty-seven, and no more, 

Grand Master— Why but tyventy-sevon ? 

Capiain——Because there were but nine 
arches, and tico only could be employed 
in each, 

Grand Master—Whoro did this royal 
vault begin? 

Captain—At King @olomen’s moat ros 
tired room. 

Grend Master—Whera did it end? 

Uapiain—Under the sanctum sancto- 
rum, or holy of holies, of King Sclomon’s 
Temple, 

Grand Master—When were you to be 
20mittéd into the Ninth Arch? 

Captain---When the Temple should be 
completed: Out owing to the death of 
Hiram Abiff, it was then closed from our 
eyes. 

Grand Master—What countryman are 

out 
a Captin—A Phoenician, 

Grand Master—in what city was you 
borr ¢ 

Captain—iIn Gebal. 

Gread Maser—What is your name ? 

Cantaio-—Giblem, or stone squarer, 

Grand Master— What is it o'clock ? 

Captain—Low twelve; the usual tims 
to call from labor to refreshment, 

Grand Master—What remains now to 
be dono? 

Captain—-To retiro in peace, practice 
virtuo, and moditate in silence. 

Grand Master—Companion Captain of 
the Guards, you will give notice to tho 
companions by the mysterions Number 
Nino that this Council is now about to bo 
closed. 

Captain of tho Gvards knocks eight 
quick and one slow, which is repeated by 
the Deputy Grand Master and the Grand 
Conductor, 

Grand Master knocks one, and calls to 
order, and gives the sign of Silence, with 
his left hand on his mouth, and his right 
hand on his breast, which is repeated by 
ali the compasions, and Ish Soudy is re- 
peated by all. 

Grand Master—Companions, this Coun- 
cil is closed, 

In some Poges this degree ts mada 
moro of than here deseribed ; for instead 
of disposing of tho unfaithful Guard, 
Ahishar, so summarily, he is brought for- 
ward and hae bis trial and sentence be- 
fore the Grand Master. Other ineidents, 
too, are moro fully illustrated But we 
have made our description from the cons 
densed modo now practiced. 
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SUPER” EXCELLENT MASTER’S DEGREE: 


SUPER-EXCELLENT MASTER. 


A Lodge of Super-Excellent Masters 
consists of the following oflicers, viz. : 

Most Excellent King (representing Zo- 
dekiah, the last King of Israel) presides, 
and sits in the east. 

Companion Gedalinh (so called) is the 
s:cond officer, and js seated in the west. 

First Keeper of tha Temple is seated on 
the right of Gedaliah. 

Second Keeper of the Temple takes his 
seat on the left of Gedaliah. 





Captain, 


2d Keeper, 





Gedaliah. 


THE OPENING, 
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Third Kecper of the Tomplo is seated 
at the door inside the hall, to guard it. 

Three Heralds, stationed outside the 
door, with bugles in their hands. 

Three Royal Guards, (including Cap 
tain,) stationed near the King. 

A Recorder, or Secretary, sitting at tho 
right in front of the Ring. 

The Alter is placed in the centro of the 
hall, and the genoral business is conduct 
ed similar to that in other degrees. The 
Council is opened as follows: 


Roya! Guarda. 





ist Keeper 
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The King does not take his seat at first, 
and the business of opening devolves on 
Gedaliah, who calls the Council to order 
with one rap of the gavel. 

Gedaliah to First Keeper of the Tem- 
ple—Companion First Keeper, aro all 
present Super-Excellent Masters? 

First Keeper—They are. 

Gedaliah—As a Super-Excellont Mas- 
ter, Keeper of the Temple, letit be your 
first duty and last care, to see the Sanc- 
tuary duly guarded. 

First to Third Keeper of the Temple— 
Companion, arewe duly guarded ? 

Third Keeper—We are: the Sanctuary 
ig secure. 

First Keeper—Companion Gedaliah, 
the Sanctuary is duly guarded. 

Gedaliah—W here is the King? 

Tirst Keeper—In ono of the apartments 
of the Temple. 

Gedaliah—What is the hour ? 

First Keeper—It igs the time of the se 
cond watch. 

Gedaliah gives three raps with the ga- 
vel, when the companions all riso. 

Gedaliah— Companions, since it is the 
time of the second watch, let us repair to 
the holy altar, and there offer up our fer- 
vent aspirations to Deity, that he would 
bo pleased to vouchsafe to us, as hereto- 
fore, his protecting eare and favor. 

Tho companions assemblo round ths 
altar, kneel on the left knee, the right 
elbow resting on the right knee, and the 
forohead leaning on the right hand, in 
imitation of silent devotion. They ro- 
main a short time in this position. 

Gedaliah (rising)—Let ug arise and at- 
tend to giving the signs. 

Tho companions give all the signs from 
an Entered Apprentice uptoand including 
those of this degree, hereafter deseribed. 

Gedaliah—Let each take his station. 

First Herald sounds. 

Third Keeper of Temple—A Herald f 

First Keeper—A Herald approaches. 

Herald (coming in at the door and ad- 
vancing towards Gedaliah)—Nebuchaa- 
nezzar, King of Babylon, approaches 
with innumerable forces, and filis the 
city ; they are formidable and victorious, 
approaching the king’s palace, and within 
a few furlongs of the Temple ; and every- 
where may be seen unhallowed ravage 
and devastation. : 

The Second Herald sounds, and comes 
in and gives the same intelligence, 

Third Herald sounds. 

Third Keeper of Temple—A Herald! 

The King now enters, protected by his 
Guards, the Captain of tbo Guards in 
front of him, and one Guard on cach side. 
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First Keeper of the Templo—The King 
approaches, 

Gedaliah gives three raps, when all tne 
companions riso and face the King, who 
then takes his seat in the east, 

Gedaliah (addressing the King)—Most 
Excellent, the Council is assembled, the 
officers stationed, and we all await your 
orders, 

King (rising)—I proclaim this Council 
of Super-Excellent Masters duly organ- 
ized. [Pauses, and then says]}—Compan, 
ion Recorder, is there any business bos 
fore the Council ? 

Recorder—Most Excellent, a worthy 
companion of the Royal Arch is desirous 
of being advanced to the degree of Su- 
per Excellent Master. 

King—Let him come forwara. 

The candidate (hoodwinked) is brought 
in, when just as he gets in front of the 
King, the First Herald sounds. 

Third Keeper of Temple—A Herald! 

First Keeper—A Herald ? 

Third Keeper—A Herald approaches, 

First Herald (coming in and advancing 
towards tho King) — Nebuchadnezzar, 
King of Babylon, with battering rama 
assaults the Temple, and the Courts are 
filed with carnage. 

King—Companion Gedaliah, is there 
no way of escape? 

Gedaliah—There is none, Most Excel- 
lent, except by way of the King’s gar. 
den, by the private entrance between tho 
walls, leading out to the plains of Jericho, 

King—Let us make our escape. 

The companions now make a great 
noise by stamping, throwing over bench. 
es, and running about; the King goeg 
out, and then the noise ceases, 

First Herald sounds. 

Third Keeper of Terople—A Herald} 

First Keeper—A. Herald? 

Third Keeper—A Herald approaches, 

Herald enters and eomes forward. 

Gedaliah—What tidings from the King? 

Herald—The King, and all the men of 
war fled by night, by the way of the gate 
between two walls, which is by the King’s 
garden, and the King went the way to- 
wards the plain, and the army of the Chal- 
dees pursued after the King and overtook 
him on the plains of Jericho, and all hiss 
army w23 seattered from him; go they 
took the King, and brought him up to the 
King of Babylon, to Niblab, and they 
gave judgment upon him, and they slew 
his sons before his eyes, and they put out 
the eyes of our Most Excellent King, 
and bound him in fetters of brass, and 
carried him to Babylon. 

Gcdaliah—Companions, the sword of 
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tho cnomy provails; our youcg men aro 
cuptives, acd our old men slaves. In this 
extremlty what remalosa to bo donc?— 
Lot vs ropalr to the holy altar, and thero 
picdyo our faith and renow our vows. 

Tho companluns now form a clirclo 
nround tho altar; tho candidate is cnusod 
to kneel at tho altar within tho circio— 
both bands on tho Holy Biblo, square and 
compassos—and take the followlng obl- 
gution : 

I, uoba Smith, of my own froo will and 
accord, In the prescnce of tho most puls- 
vant, most holy, aud most merclful Crea- 
tor, cad thla aci of Super-BExcellent 
Masters, dedicated to hlm, do hereby and 
hercon, most solemnly and sinceroly pro- 
miso and swear, that I wil not bow down 
to otlier gods, nor pay rollgious adoration 
to idols. And I promise and soar, that 
I will not worship the sun, moon. or stars 
of heaven; but in good falth and con- 
6cionce, to tho best of my abUltics, will 
€crvo and worship tho only true and liv- 
fog God. Aud I promlso and swear, that 
I will always hail and couceal tho secrets 
of this degreo, and never revoal them ex- 
cept it be to a truo and lawful companion 
Super-Excellent Master, or {n o aiy 
constituted Council of such: and neither 
unto hin nor them till rst by strict trial 
aud duo examination or lawtul Informa- 
tlon I shali have found hha, or them, us 
lawfully entitled to tho same as I ain, or 
suall bo mysolf: And I promise and 
6wear, that I will givo meat, drink, and 
lodging to a poor but wortby brother in 
necessity, will defend him in danger, 
aad vindicato his characttr, so far as 
honor, justico and good faith may war- 
rant. AndI promiso and swear, that I 
will not derogate from tho character of a 
Super-Excellent Master, now abont to 
bo conferrod on me. ‘To all this I do 
most solemniy promiso and swear, with 
fixed and steadfast resolution to kecp 
and porform tho same, without any hesi- 
tation equivocation, or selfevasion of 
mind in mo whatever; binding myself 
under no less penalty than to bavo my 
thumbs cut off, my oyes put out. my body 
bound In fotters of brass, and conveyed 
captivo to a strange land. Sv help mo 
God, aud keep me steadfast in this my 
solemn oath and obligation of a Supe. 
ExceUent Master. 

As soon a3 the obligation Is pronounced, 
the First Herald sounds, 


Third Keeper of the Temple—A Hier. | 


ald approaches! 
Ierald (coming forward)—Tho eveny 
is upon us | 
- A great uoise is now made by tho com- 
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On 


panions, who had asseinbled for the pur.) 
poso outside, such as buzzaing, shoating 

and stamping. They rush In, led by tho 

Captain of the Guards, seize tho candidate 

with violence, and carry him out of tho 

hall into tho preparation room. 

Firat Keepor of tho Templo (taking 
bandago from candidate's eyce, and lead- 
ing him iato the ball)—I will uow intro- 
duce you to our Companion Gedalahl, 
who will instruct you In your duties, 

Gedaliah comes forward, takes tbe can. 
didato by tho band, aud explains to him 
tho signs, password and grand word of 
this degree. 

Tho pass-word is SAUL, THE FIRST 
KING OF ISRAEL. 

First sign—Cross tbo arms at right 
angles in tront, on your body, tho right 
Ono uppermoat, tho fingers clonched. nod 
tho thumbs pointing upward It alludes 
to tho ponalty of the obligation. 





Second sign—Ralso tho right band and 
elbow as high as the eyes, extending tbe 
two first flugers Like a fork, the thumb 
and other tiugers being clenched—then 
draw it back over tbe right aboulder, and 
with a quick motiou dart the extended 
fingers forward lu a horizontal direction 
It alludos to the penalty of gouging out 
tho eyes of a traitor. 

Grand Word ls NaHOD ZaBOD BONF. 

This finishes the initiation. Tho Coup 
cil Ig then closed, as follows: 

Gedaliah to First Keeper of the Tem: 
ple—Companion Keeper, where do Su 
per-Excelicut Masters coavene in council? 

First Kecper—Ino a placa representing 
the Sanctuary. 

Gedahab—Thetr first and last care? 

First Keeper—To seo the Sanctuary 
duly guarded. 

Gedaliah—Pleaso to attend to that part : 
of your duty. 
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Tirs? to Third Keeper-~Companion 
Third Keeper, aro we duly guarded? 

Third Keeper—We sre duly guarded, 
ond the Sanctuary is secure, 

Gedaliah—Companion First Keoper, 
where is the King ? 

First Keeper—In the prison of Baby- 
Don: his thumbs have been cut off, his 
¢ycs put out, and his body bound in fet- 
ters of brass. Hse hag been conveyed 
captive to a strange land as the penalty 
of perjury, 

Gedaliah—-V/hat is the hour ? 

First Keeper—It is the third watch, 

Gedalish—Companiong, gineo it is the 
time of the third watch, let us repsir to 
the holy altar, and offer our fervent as- 
picatious to Deity, for his protecting care 
and favor. 

The cempanions assembio round the 
nitar as at the opening; each kneel3 on 
his left knee, places his elbow on his 
right knee, and bows his head on the 
right hand in imitatien of secret prayer. 
They remain in this position a moment, 

Gedaliah (rising)—Let us arise. 

They all rise and give the signs, begin-' 
ning with that of this degree, and going 
back in detail to the sign of Entored Ap- 
prentice. l 

Gedaliah resumes his geat and gives 
ten taps with tho gavel. 

First Keeper of the Temple raps ten, 

Seeond Keeper gives ten raps. 

Gedaliah—I declare this Council closed. 





SECRET MONITOR, 
OR MASONIC TRADING DEGREE. 


This is a side degreo that may be con- 
ferred by a singlice brether upon any wor- 
thy brother Master Mason. There is no 
form of initiation, the candidate merely 
taking an oath on the Bible, or on the 
Bible, square and eompasses on the altar, 
The folowing is the obligation: 

I, John Smith, in presenee of Almighty 
God and this witness, de hereby and here- 
on, solemnly and sincerely swear, in ad 
ditien to my fermer obligations, that I 
will net confer this degree of Seeret Mon- 
{tor on any person in the knewn werld, 
except it be a worthy Master Mason, 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
Iwill eaution a brother Seeret Moniter, 
by sign, werd, or token, wherever I see 


hin doing, or about te do, anything cen-. 


trary te the true prineiples of Masonry. 
I furthermore promise and swear, that 
ï will caution a brother Sceret Meniter 
by sign, word, or teken, wherever I see 
him doing, or about te do, anything con- 
trary to his interest in buying or selling. 
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I farthermore promise and swear, that 
when Iam so cautioned myself by a bro- 
ther Secret Monitor, I will pause and re- 
flect on the ceurse I am pursuing, 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
I will assist a brother Secret Monitor, in 
preference to any other person, by intro- 
dueing him to business, by sending him 
custom, or in any Other manner in which. 
I can throw a penny in his way. 

I furthermore premiso and swear, that 
I will immediately commit this obligation 
to memory. 

To all of which I do most gelemnly 
and sincerely promise and swear, without 
any mental reservation or self-evasien of 
mind in me whatever; binding myself 
under no less penalty than that of having 
my heart thrust through withthe asrow 
of an enemy, and to be without friends in 
the heur of trouble. So help me God, 
and keep me steadfast in this my solemn 
oath and obligation of a Secret Monitor. 
{Kisses the beok.] 

The history of this degree is then usu- 
ally given to the new member by reading 
to him the following passages from the 
text-book, taken from tha twentieth 
ehapter of Ist Samuel: 

So Jenathan made a eovenant with tha 
house of David, saying, Let the Lord 
even require it at the hands of David’s 
enemies, And Jonathan cauged David 
te swear again, because he loved him: 
for he loved him ay he loved his own soul, 
Then Jonathan said to David, To-mor 
row is the new moon: and theu shalt bo 
missed, because thy seat will be empty. 
And when thea hast stayed three days, 
then thou shalt go dewn quickly, and 
come to the place where thou Gidst hide 
thyself when the business wag in hand, 
and shalt remain by the stone Ezel. And 
I will shoot three arrows on the side thero- 
of, as though I shet at a mark. And be- 
held, I will send a lad, saying, Go, find 
out the arrows. If I expressly say unto 
the Jad, Behold, the arrows on this side 
of thee, take them; then come thou: fer 
there is peace to thee, and no hurt; as 
the Lord liveth. But if Isay thus unto 
the yeung man, Beheld, the arrows are 
beyond thee; go thy way, for the Lerd 
hath gent thee away. And as touching 
the matter which thou and I have spoken 
of, behold, the Lord be between thce and 
me fer ever, * OM ae i X 
And it eame to pass in the morning, that 
Jonathan went out into the field at the 
time appointed with David, and a little 
lad with him. And he said unto the lad, 
Run, find out now the arrows which I 
shoot. Andas the lad ran, he shot an 
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arrow beyond him. And whon the lad 
was como to the place of the arrow which 
Jonathan had shot, Jonathan cried after 
tlie lad, and said, Is not the arrow be- 
yond thee? And Jonathan cried after 
the lad, Make speed, haste, stay not. And 
Yonathan’s lad gathered up the arrows, 
“aud came to his master. But the lad 
knew not any thing: only Jonathan and 
David knew the matter. And Jonathan 
gavo his artillery unto his lad, and sgaid 
unto bim, Go, carry them to the city. 
And as soon as tho lad was gone, David 
arose out of a place toward the south, 
and fell on his face to the ground, and 
bowed himscif three times: and the 
kissed one another, and wopt one ih 
another, until David exceeded. And 
Jonathan said to David, Go in peace, 
forasmuch as we have sworn both of us 
in the namo ef the Lord, saying, The 
Lord be between mo and thoe, and be- 
tween my secd and, thy seed for over, 
And ho arose and departed; and Jona- 
than went into the city. 

Brother to candidate—I am David, 

Candidate—I am Jonathan, 

Brother—David and Jonathan knew 
the matter. 

Candidate— Tho lad knew nothing. 

Tho signs, words and tokens are now 
explained to the candidate. They are 
negatives and affirmatives, as follows: 





The negative sign is made by extend- 
ing the right arm, forming a square at 
the elbow, holding the hand pointing up- 
wards, the two first fingers extended, and 
the other fingers end thumb clenched. It 
is given whenever you see a brother do- 
ing, or about to do, anything contrary to 
his interest in buying or selling, &e. It 
menus desisi; and tho brother who re- 
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ccives the sign, ia bound by his oath to 
pause and refiect. 

The sign of approbation is given by 
holding up one finger in same manner, 
It is given whenever you wish secretly 
to advise a brother in any traffic or deal. 
ing to his profit or interest. It means 
proceed, 

Grips are given and received in tho 
same admonishing way. When you take 
the hand of a brother, if you grip him in 
the centre of the hand, with two fingers, 
it means desist; if you grip with one fin» 
ger, it means proceed. , 

To caution a brother by word. Ifyou 
seo a brother doing anything contrary to 
his interest, in buying or selling, say to 
him, You had better buy two; two is bet- 
ter than one, It means desist. If you 
say to him, One is as good as two, it 
means proceed, snd he will directly un- 
derstand you, and act accordingly, 

Thus you can caution a brother, by 
sign, token, or word, whenever you seo 
him doing anything contrary to the prin» 
ciples of Masonry, or his interest; and 
ho, so cautioned, is bound to pause and 
reflect, before ho further goes, under the 
penalties of having the arrow of an en- 
emy thrust through his heart, &c. Thero 
is also another way to caution a brother. 
If you say to him, Tho arrows are be- 

oud thee, it means desist. If you say to 

im, The arrows are this side of thes, it 
means proceed, 

Tho due-guard of this degree is given 
by placing yourself in the attitude of 
epringing a bow. It is in imitation of 
Jonathan shooting his arrows, and ab 
ludes to the penalty of the obligation. 
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HEROINE OF JERICHO. 

This is a side degrec, which may be 
given to Royal Arch Masons, their wives, 
or their widows; and it can only be ad- 
ministered by a Royal Arch Mason. It 
is seldom conferred in a Lodge, but usu- 
ally at the residence of some Royal Arch 
Mason. It cannot be given by any Ma- 
son to his own wife. The parties as- 
semble in different rooms—the Heroines 
in one room, and those who have not 
taken the degree in another. Only one 
can receive the degree at the same time. 

The candidate (if a female) is conduct- 
ed into the Lodge of Heroines, and seated 
in a chair near the centre of the room. 

A brother of the degree (not her hus- 
band) comes forward and addresses her, 
extolling the beauties of Masonry, and 
then seats him before her, laying a Bible 
in his lap. 

Brother to candidate—Sister Smith, 
vou will find this a beautiful degree, 
though not at all like Masonry in any of 
its bearings. There is an obligation to 
take before you can be made acquainted 
With its mysteries. Are you willing to 
take it? 

Candidate—I am. 

Brother—You will please to repeat 
your name, and say after me: 

I, Sarah Smith, of my own free will 
nnd accord, in the presence of Almighty 
God, and these Heroines of Jericho, do 
hereby and hereon, solemnly and sin- 
cerely promise and swear, that I will not 
communicate the secrets of Heroine of 
Jericho to any person in tbo known 
world, except it be to a true and lawful 
brother or sister Heroine of Jericho. 

{ furthermore promise and swear, that 
I will not confer this degree upon any 
person in the Known world. 


RICHARDSON’S MONITOR OF FREE-MASONRY. 


I will keep the secrets of a brother or 
sister Heroine of Jericho, when they are 
communicated to me as such, or when- 
ever their interest or safety shall re- 
quire it. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
I will answer and obey all due signs and 
summonses, banded, sent, or thrown to 
me from a brother or sister Heroino of 
Jericho, 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
I will not give the hailing sign of distress 
of a Heroine of Jericho, unless I am in 
real distress; and should I sce this sign 
given, I will fly to the relief of the person 
giving it, and extricate them from dift. 
culty, if in my power. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
I will not speak the word cof Heroine of 
Jericho, which I shall hereafter receive, 
in any manner, except ‘in that in which 
I shall receive it. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
1 will not speak evil of a brother or sis- 
ter Heroine behind their backs, or before 
their faces; but will give them due and 
timely notice of all approaching danger. 

To all of which do I solemnly and sin- 
cerely promise and swear, with a firm 
and steady purpose to keep and perform 
the same; binding myself under no less 
penalty than to have my head struck off 
and carried to the highest mountain. So 
help me God, and keep me steadfast in 
the due performance of the same, {Kisses 
the book.} 

After the oath is administered, the bro- 
ther opens the Bible at the second chap- 
ter of the book of Joshua, and reads as 
follows : 

Aud Joshua, the son of Nun, sent out 
to Shittim two men to spy secretly, say- 
ing, Go, view the land, even Jericho, 
And they went, and came into a harlot’s 
heuse, named Rahab, and lodged there, 
And it was told the king of Jericho, say- 
ing, Behold, there came men in hither 
to-night of the children of Israel, to 
search out the country. And the King 
of Jericho sent unto Rahab, saying, 
Bring forth the men that are come to 
thee, which are entered into thy house: 
for they be come to search out all the 
country. And the woman took the two 
men, and hid them, and said thus, There 
came men unto me, but I wist not whence 
they were: And it came to pass about 
the time of shutting the gate, when it 
was dark, that the men went out: whith- 
er the men went, I wot not: pursue after 
them quickly; for ye shall overtake 
them. But she had brought them up to 


I furthermore promise end swear, that | the roof of the bouse, and bid them with 
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the stalks of flax, which she had laid in 
order upon the roof. And the men pur- 
sued alter them the way to Jordan unto 
the fords: and as soon as they which 
pursued after them were gone out, they 
shut the gate. And before they were 
laid down, she came up unto them upon 
thp roof: And sho said unto the men, I 
know thatthe Lord hath given you the 
land, and that your terror is fallen upon 
ua, and that all the inhabitants of the 
land faint because of you. Forwo have 
heard how the Lord dried up tho water 
of the Red Sea for you, when ye came 
out of Egypt; and what ye did unto the 
two kings of the Amorites that were on 
the other side of Jordan, Sihon and Og, 
whom ye utterly destroyed. And as 
soon as we heard these things, our hearts 
did melt, neither did there remain any 
more courage in any man, because of 

ou: for the Lord your God, he is God 
n heaven above and in earth beneath. 
Now therefore, I pray you swear unto 
mo by the Lord, since I have showed you 
kindness, that ye will also show kindness 
unto my father’s house, and give me a 
true token: And that ye shall save alive 
my father, and my mother, and my bre- 
thren, and my sisters, and all that they 
havo, and deliver our lives from death. 
And the men answered her, Our life for 
yours, if ye utter not this our business. 
And it shali be, when the Lord hath given 
us the land, that we will deal kindly and 
truly with thee. Then she let them down 
by acord through the window: for her 
house was upon the town wall, and she 
dwelt upon the wall, &c. 

The initiating brother now rises and 
instructs the candidate in giving the 
signs, and in the word, as follows: 





First sign isin imitation of tho scarlet 
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escape of the apies. She takes a red 
handkerchief, places one corner of it in 
her mouth, lets it hang down in front, and 
crosses her hands on her breast over it. 

Second sign—She takes the handker- 
chief by the corner between her right 
thumb and fore finger, and holds it up 
even with the corner of her right eye, a 
little distance off from the eye, the other 
corner hanging down. 
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The grand hailing sign of distress is 
given by holding your arm out sidewise 
and upward from the body at an angle of 
forty-five degrees, and holding the hand. 
kerchief by acorner between the thumb 
and finger, letting a corner hang down. 

The word is thus given: The initiating 
brother places the inside of his right foot 
against the inside of the lady candidate's 
foot—toe to heel—then putting his right 
hand on her left shoulder, bends forward 
and speaks in herear, My life! She re- 
plies by putting her right hand on his 
shoulder, bending forward and saying, 
For yours. The brother then puts his 
left hand on the lady’s other shoulder, 
and says, If ye utter not. She does the 
same, and says, This is our business. Ho 
then whispers in her ear, RAHAB, which 
is the word in this degree. 

Brother—It is very dark to-night. 

Candidate—Yes, but not so dark but 
that I can see. 

Brother—-What can you see? 

Candidate—A scarlet line. 

Brother—Why a scarlet line ? 

Candidate—Because it saved my life in 
the hour of danger. 

This usually closes this degree, when 
the initiating brother makes some re- 
marks alluding to the history of the de- 
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lino that Rahab let down from the win- | gree, and assures the candidate that it 
dow of her father’s house to assist in the | was actually founded by Rahab, &c 


96 RICHARDSON’S MONITOR OF FREE-MASOMRY. 


KNIGHTS OF THREE KINGS. 


All Master Masons are entitled to thls- 


cegree if they are in good standing. It is 
usually conferred in a Lodge or Chapter 
after the other business is fiuished. The 
initiation is as follows: 

A brother, duly qualified, leaves the 
Lodge and gocs into the preparation 
room. ‘Tho candidate then kneels at the 
altar, when the folowing obligation is 
administered to him: 

I, Jobn Smith, of my own free will and 
accord, in the presence of Almighty God, 
and these witnesses, do hereby and here- 
on solemnly and sincerely promise and 
swear, that J will not confer the degree 
of Knights of Three Kings upon any per- 
son except it be a worthy Master Mason. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
1 will not be offonded at any of the cere- 
monies of this degree. È 

I furthermore promiso and swear, that 
I will not confer this degrco, unless by 
the unanimous consent of all present. 

Here an interruption occurs. 

Brother (returning from preparation 
room)—How is this? I havo not con- 
sented that this degree should be confer- 
red on Brother Smith to-night. 

Brother (who was administering the 
oath)—I did not expect that you had any 
objection to the candidate, and thercforo 
Icommenced giving the oath. You should 
have made your objection before you left 
the room. 

Objecting Brother (vehemently)—I did 
make my objection known beforo I left 
the room! I stated to you and the rest 
of the brethren that there was difficulty 
existing of a very serious nature betwen 
Brother Smith and myself, and unless he 
promptly gave mo satisfaction, I should 
oppose him. 

All tho brethren now interpose to set- 
tle the difieulty. They say they aro 
very sorry that two brother Masons 
should quarrel, especially at this time; 
it is very wrong to carry their prejudices 
into the Lodge. 

The candidate rises from the altar ap- 
parently much surprised, says he was not 
aware until the present moment that 
Brother wés offended at him; he 
wishes he would tell wherein he had 
done him any injury, and if itis in his 
power he will give him satisfaction. 

The offended brother then very grave- 
ly relates his aggrievances; he accuses 
the candidate of slandering him in vari- 
ous ways, You have reported, says ha, 
that Tam a common drunkard, for that 
I quarrel with wy wife, that I am dis- 





honest in dealing, that I speak disrespect- 
fully of Masonry, &c., &c.] 

The candidate generally promptly de- 
nics ever making any such statements, 
and demands the name of tho author. 

He is told it came from Brother ; 
(naming some Mason who is not present.) 

The candidate says it ig an absolute 
falsehood, circulated to injure him. 

The objecting brother says he believes 
the candidate has reported the story ; it 
is just like him, he is always meddling 
with other men’s affairs, 

A general war of words now ensues, 
aud not unfrequently hard names are 
called—the candidate by this time being 
nearly worked up into a passion, and the 
other brother feigning himself so, 

Some brother now makes a proposition 
that all shall leave the room, and leave 
them alone to settlo their difficulty, 

The candidate and his antagonist being 
left alone, they dispute the matter a little 
while, when a brother comes in and in» 
quires, Have you agreed? 

The offendiug or objecting brother re- 
plies—The difficulty is not settled, neither 
is it likely to be. 

They are again left alone for a short 
time, when the brother comes a second 
time and inquires, Have you agreed? 

The objecting brother replies, No. 

He now offers to submit their case to a 
third person to decide, and abide his deci- 
sion, which being acceded to on the part 
of the candidate, the rest of the brethren 
return.to the hall. 

A brother inquires--Have you agreed? 

Objecting brother—We choose Brother 
——as an umpire to settle our differences, 

Brotber named as umpire—If you can 
agree in the dark, you can in the light. 

He then takes his seat, and directs the 
candidate to kneel at the altar and re- 
ceive the remaining part of the obliga- 
tion. The candidate kneels again at the 
altar, and repeats as follows: 

I furthermoro promise and swear, that 
I will not confer this degree upon any 
ono without the hope of fee or reward. 

To all of which 1 do solemnly and sin- 
cerely promise and swear, with a firm 
and steady resolution to keep and per- 
form the same, binding myself under uo 
less penaliy than crueifixion, and to die 
a lingering death upon the cross. So 
help rae God and keep me steadfast. 
[Kisses the book once.]} 

After the candidate has taken tho obli- 
gation, the person who was chosen judge 
gives his opinion ag follows: ‘The candi- 
date, and the brother who opposed his 
taking the degree, shall epproach cach 











ORDER OF THE RED CROSS: 


other upon the five points of fellowship, 
and give tho Master Mason’s word, which 
balances all difficulties. 

HISTORY OF THIS DEGREF.—Masonic 
tradition informs us that the circum- 
stances upon which the degree of Three 
Kings was founded, are briciy these: 
At the dedication of the Temple, King 
Solomon invited all the eastern Kings 
and Princes to attend and assist in the 
cercmouies. It so happencd that two of 
the kings were at war. Solomon re- 
peatedly attcmpted to effect a reconcilia- 
tiou between them, but to no purpose; 
whereupon he wisely determined to effect 
by force what he could not by argument, 
He thercfore invited them iato a small 
npartment in the Templo, tocked the 
door, and left them to meditato in silence, 
tclling them that whenever they settled 
their difficultics and agreed to live in 
peace, they would be liberatcd, and un. 
til that time they would bo shut up in to- 
tal darkness, and kept on bread and wa- 
ter. Tho next day King Solomon went 
in to see them, and inquired if they had 
agrced. They informed him they had 
not, neither was there a probability they 
woud King Solomon again left them, 
and on the next day went in as before, 
and reccived a like answer. On the third 
day he went in, when they informed him 
they had agreed. 

King Solomon advancing towards them, 
holding in cach hand a lighted taper, said 
—If you can agree in the dark, you can 
in the light, bowing at the same time, 





This, then, is the sign in this degree, 
viz.: Holding your arms out straight 
from your body, with a candle in cach 
hand. Alludes to the penalty, crucifixion. 

The watch-word, and the word of cau- 
tion ig AGREED, 


THE HISTORY, 
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Tho history of this degree is briefly as 
follows: After the death of Cyrus, King 
of Persia, who had ordered tho rebuild- 
ing of the Temple at Jerusalem, the ene- 
mics of the Jews found means to pre- 
vent the progress of that glorious under- 
taking, and the work upon it ceased 
Zerubbabel, a prince of Judah, anda 
personal fricnd of Darius, the new king, 
thercupon resolved to make his way 
through the Persian dominions to the 
capital, to obtain an interview with Da- 
rings, and persuade him to direct that the 
work on the Temple should be continued 
to completion. Notwithstanding the dan- 
gers of tho journcy, he made it success- 
fully, obtained tho desired interview, and 
Darius not only accorded permission to 
rebuild tho city and Temple of Jerusa- 
lem, but he restored to the Jews all the 
holy vessels remaining at Babylon since 
the destruction of the first Temple. Bo- 
ing desirous also of perpetuating a re- 
membrance of this renewal of his friend- 
ship with Zerubbabel, Darius then in- 
stituted a new Order called Order of thio 
Knights of the Hast, the name of which 
was subsequently altered to Knights of 
the Red Cross, in Palestinc—the banner 
of the Knights having e red cross con» 
Bpicnously upon it. ` 

The Council chamber of tkis degroo is 
arrauged as follows: 

The Sovereign Master sits on a throne 
in the east; and above it is suspended a. 
grocn banner, with a red cross in tho 
centre, and also a triple triangle; under- 
neath are arranged other emblems of the 
Order. On his right sits the Chancellor, 
and the Prelate, and on his left is the 
Master of the Palace. On tho right and 
left in front of the throne are the Treas- 
urer and Sccretary, who in this degree 
are called Master of Finances and Mas- 
ter of Digpatches. Past Sovereign Mas- 
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ters who may be present usually sit at 
the right of the Prelate. 

The Standard Bearer sits in the west, 
at the end of the room opposite to the 
throne, At his right sits the Sword 
Bearer, andthe Warder sits on his left. 
The duties of the several officers’ are 
fully detailed in opcning the Council. 

At the sound of the trumpet the line is 
formed on the left from east to west, with 
the Master of Cavalry on the right to- 
wards the throne, and Master of Infantry 
on the left, 

Master of Cavalry to Warder—Sir 
Knight Warder when a Council of Red 
Cross Knights is about to be opened, 
what is the first duty? 

Warder—To see that the Sentinels are 
at their respective posts, and the Council 
chamber duly guarded. 

Master of Cavalry—Attend to that 
part of your duty, and inform the Cap- 
tain of the Guards that we are about to 
open a Council of Red Cross Knights for 
the dispatch of business, 

The Warder gocs and stations the 
Guard (Tyler) and returns to his post. 

Warder to Master of Cavalry—Sir 
Knight, the Sentinels are at their re- 
rpective posts, and the Council chamber 
is duly guarded. 

Master of Cavalry—Are all present 
Knights of the Red Cross? 

Wardcr—All present are true Red 
Cross Knights, 

Master of Cavalry—Attention, Sir 
Knights, handle sword; draw sword ; 
carry sword, Yon will count yourscives 
into first and second divisions, beginning 
ov the right. 

The Knights count themselves into 
two divisions, as follows: The first one 
says First, the second one Second, third 
one First, fourth one Second, fifth one 
First, sixth one Second, and so on all 
through the line. The persons who 
counted First, are tho first division, and 
those who counted Second are the second 
division. 

Master of Cavalry—Attention, first di- 
vision; you will form a line three paces 
ta front—forward, march 

Those of the first division step three 
paces in front of the line, 

Master of Cavalry—Halt !—to the right 
about—face. 

The first division faces the second, and 
Master of Cavalry takes his station on 
the right of it. 

Master of Cavalry to Master of In- 
fantry—Sir Knight, you will inform our 
Sovereign Master that the lines are form- 
ed for inspection and review. 
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The Master of Infantry, accompanied 
by the Sword Bearer and Warder, goes 
up in front and informs the Sovercign, 
Master that the lines are formed, waiting: 
his pleasure. 

As the Sovereign Master rises, the 
trumpet sourds. He passes down bee 
tween the two divisions nncovered, in- 
structing the first as he goes, and th 
second on his return. 

Master of Cavalry—Recover arms ; 
poise arms, 

Sovereign Master, with Chancellor and 
Prelate on his right, and Master of Pal. 
ace on bis left, form a line across from 
the right of the second to tho front of the 
first division. 

Sovereign Master says—Attention, Sir 
Knights: give your attention to the seve 
eral signs of Masonry. As I do, so do 

ou. 

4 The signs are now given from Entered 
Apprentice up to, and including those of 
Select Master. 

Sovereign Master says—Attention, Sir 
Knights: handle sword: draw swords: 
Sir Knights, you will attend to giving the: 
signs of the Red Cross degree. 

Sovereign Master says to Chancellor- 
Attention, Sir Knight, [Chaucellor faceg 
him and recovers sword:}] advance and 
communicate the Jewish Pass. This ig 
given with three cuts, over an arch of 
steel, as follows: Master and Chancellor 
bring their swords to a recover, advance 
with the right foot, and at the same time 
clash their swords together with some 
violence. This is the first eut. They 
then cut one and four as in infantry exer. 
cise, holding their swords together at cut 
four, and then stepping forward with the 
left foot, each raises his left hand and 
scizes the other by the shoulder, their pos 
sition being as in the engraving. 


Nae 
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Chancellor says—JUDAH. 

Sovereign Master—BENJAMIN, 

Chaucellor—BENJAMIN, 

Sovereign Master—JUDAH. 

They then resume their former posi- 
tions, and the Sovereign Master pauses a 
rioment, and then turns to Chancellor. 

Sovereign Master to Chancellor—The 
word is right: you will receive it from 
Sir Kuight on your right. 

Chancellor to Knight on his right—At- 
tention, Sir Kuight, (Knight faces lhim:] 
advance and communicate the Jewish 
Pass. 

The pass is communicated in the same 
way as by the Cuauccllor to the Master, 
beforo deseribed. 

Sir Kaight, who has thus communi- 
cated the pass, makes the same demand 
from the Knight on his right, and he 
from the next, and so on untilit reaches 
the Master of Cavalry on the right of the 
tirst division. 

Meantima the Sovereign Master de- 
mands and receives the Jewish pass in 
the same manner from tho Master of the 
Palaco on his left; the Master of the 
Palace demands and receives it from Sir 
Knight at his left, the Knight from his 
neighbor on the left, and so on, uutil it 
reaches the Master of Infantry at the 
left of the second diviziou. 

Master of Infantry says—Attention, Sir 
Knight Master of Cavalry: advanco and 
communicate the Jowish Pass. 

Both Masters advance to the centre of 
the space between the two divisions, 
when the Master of Cavalry communi- 
cates the pass in the same manner as be- 
fore described, and returus to his post, 

Master of Infantry (standing in centre) 
—Sovereign Master, I have the Jewish 
Pass. 

Sovereign Master—Sir Kuight, you 
will advance and commuuicate it. 

Master of Infantry advances towards 
Sovereign Master, and when within three 
paces, brings his sword to a recover, and 
communicates the passin the manner be- 
fore desevibed. 

Sovereign Master—-The word has como 
up right. Attention, Sir Knight—to tho 
ght about face—to your post—march |! 

Master of Infantry goes to his post on 
tho lett of second division. 

Sovereign Master (turning to his left) 
— Attention, Sir Knight, Master of the 
Palace. Advance and communicate the 
Persian Pass. 

Master of Palace and Sovereign Master 
meet with drawn swords, and cut, ‘as in 
infantry exercise, two, one, four, two, and 
the word is given under an arch of steel, 
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seizing each other by the shoulder, as ia 
the engraving. 





ae 

Master of Palace—TETNAI. 

Sovereign Master—SHETHARBOZNAY 

Master of Palace—SHETHARBOZNAI, 

Sovereign Master—TETNAL 

They then resume their places. 

Sovereign Master to Master of Palaco 
—The word is right: you will receive it 
from Sir Knight on your left. 

The Master of the Palace demands and 
receives the pass in the same manner 
from the Knight on lis left, this Knight 
from the next one, and s0 On down to 
the Master of Infantry. 

Meantime the Sovereign Master res 
ceives it from the Chancellor on his 
right, and the Chancellor from the Knight 
on his right, and so it passes down the 
division line to tho Master of Cavalry. 

Master of Cavalry says—Attention, Sir 
Knight Master of Infantry: advance and 
communicate the Persian Pass. 

The two step out in the centre of the 
space, as before, when the pass is given, 
and the Master of Infantry returns to his 
post. 

Master of Cavalry to Sovereign Mas- 
tor—Most Illustrious, I have the Persian 
Pass. 

Sovereign Master—Sir Knight, you 
will advance aud communicate it, 

Master of Cavalry advances within 
three paces of Sovereign Master, and 
then gives the Persian Pass as described, 

Sovereign Master—The pass is right, 
Attention, Sir Knight—to the right about 
face—to your post—march ! 

Master of Cavalry goes to bis post on 
the right of the first division 
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Sovereign Master—Attention, first di- 
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hand, and ho of tho second division pró- 


vision: you will advance and communi- | nounces the word LIBERTAS. The Knight 
fate to the second division the Red Cross! of the first division replies, “the word is 


Word. 

The Knights of the first division ad- 
vance as directed, and each gives the 
word to his opposite companion, as fol- 
lows: 

Give the cuts one, two and four, as in 
infantry exercise, and step forward with 
the left foot, placing it side by side, paral- 
lel with the left foot of your companion ; 
at the same time seize cach other by the 
right shoulder, and draw back your 
sword with a quick, threatening motion, 
as though you intended to stab your com. 
panion to the heart: then he of the first 
division whispers VERITAS, and he of the 
second division answers, RIGHT. 





They then step back with the left foot, 
and bring up the right. 

Sovereign Master—Attention, second 
division: you will advance and commu- 
nicate to the first division the sign, grip 
aad-word of a Red Cross Knight. 

The Knights all advance towards each 
other, as did the Sovereign Master and 
Chancellor when giving the Jewish Pass, 
(page 98,) and meet oa the guard, or first 
cut, clazhing their swords together. Each 
then raises his left hand, places the thumb 
and fore finger ageinst his lips, the other 
fingers spread open towards the left eye 
in a similar position to the hand of a per- 
son who is giving a blast with a horn. 
Carry off the hand in a horizontal direc: 
tion to the le%, till it sweeps a semi-cir- 
cle, thon drop it by your side: then give 
three other cuts, viz., one, four, two, as 
in infantry exercise, advance, and place 
your left foot by the side of your com- 
panion’s interlase the fingers of the left 


right” 





Sovereign Master—Sir Knights, you 
will form around the aitar for the pur- 
pose of opening this Council of Red Cross 
Knights. 

The Sovereign Master takes his seat on 
the throne, with his officers each side, 
while the Masters of Cavairy and In- 
fantry form their divisions round the al- 
tar, facing inward. 

Sovereign Master says—Attention, Sir 
Knights: to the right about, face—de- 
posit swords, 

Knights take off their swords. 

Sovereign Master—Deposit helméts, 

Knights obey. 

Sovereign Master—To tho right about, 
face—to your devotions. 

The Knights all kneel round the altar, 
each on his left knee: they then cross 
their arms and each interlaces his fingers 
with his right and left hand companion. 
They, then all repeat the Lord’s prayer, 
after which each Knight whispers the 
word VERITAS in the ear of his left hand 
companion. 

Sovereign Master says—Attention, Sie 
Kuights ; {all the Knights rise upon their 
fect :] to tho right about, face—recover 
helmets. 

The Knights tako their helmets. 

Sovereign Master—Recover swords: 
[Knights take tbeir swords:} return, 
swords: to your posts, march ! 

Each one now takes his proper place, 
when the Sovereign Master addresses 
some one Knight, chosen for the purpose, 
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as to the station and duties of the officers 
of the Council, as follows: 

Sovereign Master—Sir Knight, are you 
a Knight of the Red Cross? 

Knight—That is my profession. 

Sovereign Master—By what will you 
be tried ? 

Knight—By the test of truth. 

Sovereign Master—Why by the test of 
truth ? 

Knight—PBecause nono but pood men 
and true, are entitled to the honors of 
the Order. 

Sovercign Ifaster—Whero did you re- 
ceive the honors ? 

Knight—In a just and regular Council 
of Knights of the Red Cross. 

Sovereign Master—W hat number com- 
pose a Council? 

Knight—There is an indispensable 
number, and a constitutional number. 

Sovereign Master— What is tho indis- 
peusable number? 

Knight—T bree. 

Sovereign Master—Under what circum: 
ftances are they authorized to form a 
Council of Knights of the Red Cross ? 

Knight—Threc Knights of the Red 
Cross, being algo Knights Templars, and 
hailing from three different cominande- 
rics, may, under the sanction of a war- 
rant or charter from a Grand Encamp- 
ment, form and open a Council of Red 
Cross Knights, for dispatch of business, 

Sovereign Master—W hat is tho consti- 
tutional number? 

Knight—F ive. seven, nine, eleven, or 
more. 

Sovereign Master—When composed of 
eleven, of whom does it consist? 

Knight-—Sovereign Master, Chancellor, 
Master of Palace, Prelate, Master of 
Cavalry, Master of Intantry, Master of 
Finance, Master of Dispatehes, Standard 
Bearer, Sword Bearer, and Warder. 

Sovereign Master—Warder’s station in 
the Council? 

Knight—On tho left of the Standard 
Bearer in the west. 

Sovercign Master—His duty there ? 

Knight—To announce the approach of 
the Sovereign Master, to see that the Sen- 
tinels are at their respective posts, and 
the Council chamber duly guarded, 

Sovereign Master—Sword Bearer’s sta- 
tion ? 

Knight—On the right of the Standard 
Bearer in the west. 

Sovereign Master—His duty there ? 

Knight-—-To assist in the protection of 
the banners of our Order, to watch all 
signals from the Sovereign Master, and 
see his orders duly executed. 
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Sovereign Master—-Standard Dearer’s 
station ? 

Knight—In the west. 

Sovercign Master—His duty there? 

Knight—To display, support, and pro 
tect the banners of our Order, 

Sovereign Master—Why is the Stand. 
ard Bearer’s station in the west? 

Knight—That the brilliant rays of the 
rising sun, shedding their lustre upon tho 
banners of our Order, may encourage 
and animate all true and courteous 
Knights, and dismay and confound their 
enemies, 

Sovereign Master—Station of Master 
of Dispatches ? 

Knight—In front of the Master of the 
Palace. 

Sovercign Master— His duty ?- 

Knight—To observe with attention the 
transactions of the Council; to keep a 
just and regular record thereof, collect 
the revenue, and pay the samo over to 
the Master of Finance. 

Sovereign Master—Station of Master 
of Finance? 

Knight—In front of the Chancellor. 

Sovereign Master—His duty ? 

Knight—To receive in charge the fnnds 
and property of the Council, pay all or- 
ders drawn upon the Treasurer, and ren- 
der a just and regular account when call 
ed for. 

Sovereign Master—Station of the Mas 
ter of Infantry ? 

Knight—On the left of the second di. 
vision, when separately formed; on the 
left of the whole, when formed in line, 

Sovereign Master— lis duty ? 

Knight—To command the second divi- 
sion or line of infantry, teach them their 
duty and exercise; also to prepare all can- 
didates, attend them on their journey, an- 
swer all questions for them, and finally 
introduce them into the Council chamber, 

Sovereign Master—Station of Master 
of Cavalry ? 

Knight—On the right of the first divi- 
sion, when separately formed, and on the 
right of the whole, when formed in line. 

Sovereign Master—IHlis duty ? 

Knight—To command the {irst division 
or line of cavalry, teach them their duty 
and exercise , to form the avenue for the 
reception and departure of the Sovereign 
Master, and prepare the lines for inspec. 
tion and review, 

Sovereign Master—Prelate’s station ? 

Knight—On the right of the Chanecllor, 

Sovereign Master—His duty ? 

Knight—To preside in the Royal Arch 
Council , administer at the altar; to offer 
up prayers and adorations ta the Deity. 
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Sovereign Master—Station of Master 
af the Palace ? 

Knight—-On the left of the Sovereign 
Master in the east. 

Sovereign Master—His duty ? 

Knight—To see that the proper’ offi- 
cers make all due preparations for the 
several meetings of the Council; to take 
special care that the Council chamber is 
in suitable array for the reception of can- 
didates, and dispatch of business; to re- 
ceive and communicate all orders issued 
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by the Sovereign Master through the of 
ficers of the line. 

Sovereign Master—Chancellor’s sta 
tion ? 

Knight—On the right of the Sovereign 
Master. 

Sovereign Master—His duty? 

Knight—To receive and communicate 
all orders and petitions, to assist the Sov- 
ereign Masterin the discharge of his vas 
rious duties, and in his absence to preside 
in the Council 





Sovereign Master 
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Sovereign Master—Soverelgn Master’s 
station ? 

Knight—In the oast. 

Sovereign Master—His duty ? 

Knight—To preside in the Grand Coun- 
cil ; confer this Order of Knighthood upon 
whose whom his Council may approve ; to 
oreserve inviolate the laws and constitu- 
tion of our Order; to dispenso justice, 
reward merit, encourage truth, and dif. 
fuse the sublime principles of universal 
benevolence. 

Sovereign Master--Sir Knight Chan- 
cellor, jt is my will and pleasure that a 
Council of Knights of the Red Cross be 
now opened, and stand open for the dis- 
patch of such business as may ad 
come before i. at this time, requiring all 
Sir Knights now assembled, or who may 
come at this time, to govern thempelves 
according to the sublime principles of our 
Order, 

Chancellor to Master of Palace—Sir 
Knight, it is the will and pleasure of our 
Sovercign Master that a Council of 
Knights of the Red Cross be now opened 
for the dispatch of business. You will 
communicate it to the Sir Knights, that 
they may govern themselves accordingly. 

The Master of the Palaco addresses the 
Knights in same manner, 

Sovereign Master—Sir Knights, this 
Council is now opened for the dispatch 
of business, 

The chamber is now divided into tio 
apartments by a veil, In some halls 
three rooms are made. The King, Chan- 
ecllor, and Master of Palaco remain in 
their seats, but the Prelate goes and sits 
in a seat prepared for him behind the al- 
tar, which is in the outer apartment, 
whore be presides over the Royal Arch 
Council. The division commanded by 
the Master of Infantry is stationed in this 
apariment, the Knights seating them- 
Selves in a semi-circle with their hats on. 
The division of the Master of Cavalry 
guards the Council chainber, and repre- 
sents the Persian Guards, while that in 
the outer chamber represents the Jewish 
Gnardads, 

If a candidate is to be advanced to the 
degree of Red Cross Knight, the Master 
of Infantry gocs out into a sido room to 
prepare him, and then comes and raps 
three times three upon the door. 

Warder tó Prelate--Most Excellent, 
there is an alarm at the door. 

Prelate—Attend to the alarm, and sce 
who comes there. 

Warder goes to tho door, raps three 
times three, opens the dvor and says— 
Who comes there? 
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Master of Infantry—A worthy come 
panion, who has been regularly initiated, 
passed, and raised to the sublime degree 
of Master Mason—advanced to the hon- 
orary degree of Mark Master, presided 
as Master in the chair—has been received 
and acknowledged as Most Excellent 
Master, and exalted to the more august 
sublime degree of Royal Areh Mason— 
now solicits the honor of being created 2 
Knight of the Ulustrious Order of tke 
Red Cross. 

Warder—Is it of bis own free will and 
accord he makes this request? 

Master of Infantry—It is. 

Warder—Is he worthy and well qual- 
ified ? 

Master of Infantry—He is. 

Warder—IIas he made suitable profi- 
ciency in the preceding degrees? 

Master of Infantry—He bas. 

Warder—By what further right and 
benefit does he expect tó gain admit- 
tance here ? 

Master of Infantry—By tho benefit of 
a pass; and with your assistance we will 
give it. 

Warder—Advance and give it. 

Tho pass is JAH-BU-LUN, and ig now 
given in same manner as the Royal Arch 
Word, (page 68.) 

Warder—The pass is right: let the can- 
didate wait a time with patience, until 
the Most Excellent Prelate be informod 
of his request, and his answer returned. 

The Warder closes the door and goes 
to the Prelate, who he informs that a 
worthy companion of tho Royal Arch is 
craving admittance. 

Tho Prelate asks the same questions of 
the Warder that the Warder had asked 
the Master of Infantry, and receives the 
same answers relative to the candidate. 

Prelate—Let him be admitted. 

Master of Infantry conducts candidate 
to the centre of the hall, seats him in a 
chair, and takes a seat by his side. 

Prelate (addressing candidate)—Com- 
panion, the Council you here see assem- 
bled, represeutsy the Grand Council as- 
sembled at Jerusalem in the first year of 
Darius, King of Persia, to deliberate 
upon their unhappy situation, and to de= 
vise means whereby they could obtain 
the favor and assistance of their new 
sovereign, in rebuilding the house of the 
Lord. If you are desirous of joining us 
in our deliberations, you must assumo 
the name and character of Zerubbabel, 
one of the prinecs of the house of Ju- 
dab, whose hands laid the foundation of 
the first Temple. and whose hands the 
Lord promised should finish it. 
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Candidate signifies his assent, bowing 

Prelate—-Companions, we will attend 
to a lesson from the records of our fa- 
thers. 

The companions, sitting in a semi-cir- 
cle, as in the engraving, take off their 
hats. drop their elbows on their knees, 
and support their beads, each with his 
aight band 
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Prelate now reads from text-book verses 
8 to 11 of Ezra iii : 

Now in the second year of their coming 
unto the house of God at Jerusalem, in 
the second month, began Zerubbabel the’ 
kon of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of 
Jozadak, and the remnant of their bre- 
thren, the priests and the Levites, and all 
they that were come out of the captivity 
unto Jerusalem; and appointed the Le- 
vites, from twenty years old and upward, 
to set forward the work of tho house of 
the Lord, &c 

Prelate then reads from Ezra iv. : 

Now when tho adversaries of Judah 
and Benjamin beard that the children of 
the captivity builded the Temple unto 
the Lord God of Israel; then they came 
to Zerubbabel and tothe chief of the fa. 
thers, and said unto them, Let us build 
with you for we scek your God, as ye 
do; and we do sacrifice unto him since 
the days of Esarbaddon, King of Assur, 
who brought us up hither But Zernub- 


babel, and Jeshna, and the rest of the! 


chief of the fathers of Israel, said unto 
them. Yo have nothing to do with us to 
build an bonse unto our God; but we 
ourselves together will build unto the 
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King of Persia bath commanded us, &o 
{See text book.) 

Master of Infantry (rising and intro 
ducing candidate to Prelate)}—Most Ex. 
cellent, in consequence of our sovereign 
lord Darius the King, having ascended” 
the throne of Persia, new hopes are in: 
spired of protection and support in the 
noble and glorious undertaking of re 
building the Honse of the Lord, in which 
we have been so long and so often inter 
rupted by our adversaries on the other 
side of the river; for Darius, when a 
private man in life, made a vow to God, 
that should he ever ascend the throne of 
Persia, he would send all the holy vessels 
remaiscing in Babylon back to Jerusalem. 
Our most excellent and faithful compan- 
ion Zerubbabel, who was formerly honor- 
ed with the favorable notice and friend- 
ship of the sovereign, now otfers his ser- 
vices to encounter the hazardous enter- 
prise of traversing the Persian dominions, 
and seeking admission to the presence of 
the sovereign, where the first faverabdle 
moment will be scized to remind the king 
of his vow, and impress on his mind the 
almighty force and importance of truth : 
and from his known piety, no doubt can 
bə entertained of obtaining his consent, 
that our enemies be removed far herce, 
and that we be'no longer hindered or ii- 
peded in the noble and glorious ander 
taking of rebuilding the House of the 
Lord, in which we have so laudsably en- 
gaged. ' 

Prelate—Companion Zerubbabel, the 
Council with great joy accept your noble 
aud generous offer, and will invest you 
with the necessary passports, by the 
means of which you will be enabled to 
make yourself known to the friends of 
our cause, wherever you may find them ; 
but on entering upon an undertaking of 
such vast importance to the craft, it is 
necessary taat you take a scleran ooliza- 
tion to be faithful to the trust reposed in 
you I will invest you with this sword, 
{presenta him with a sword,]} by the uso 
of which you will be enabled to defend 
yourself against your enemies: you will 
now kneel at tho altar, and receive your 
obligation, 

The candidate kneels at the altar on 
his left knee, his body erect, his right 
hand grasping the hilt of his sword, his 
luft resting on the Holy Bible, square and 
compass, on which are placed two swords 
at right angles, 

Prelate—Companion, you are now 
about to take au obligation appertaining 
to this degree, which, like your former 


Lord God of Isracl, as King Cyrus the | obligations, will not interfere with your 
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duty to your country or Maker; if you 
are willing to proceed, you will repeat 
your christian and aurmmame, end say af- 
ter me: 

I, John Smith, of my own freo will 
and accord, in the presence of tho Su- 
premo Architect of the Universe, and 
these witnesses, do hereby and hereon, 
most solemnly aud sinesreiy promise and 
swear, that I will always hail, forever 
conceal, and never reveal, any of the 
secret arta, parts or points of the myste- 
ries appertaining to this Order of Knight 
of the Red Cross, unless it be to a true 
aod lawful companion Sir Knight of the 
Order, or within the body of a just and 
Jawfui Council of such; and not unto 
hint or them, until by truo trial, strict ox- 
nmination or lawful information, I find 
him or themi lawfully entitled to receive 
the sanio. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
I will answer and obey all duo signs and 
regular summonses, which ‘shall be sent 
to mo froin a regular Council of Knights 
of tho Red Cross, or given to me from 
the hands of a companion Sir Knight of 
the Red Cross, if within the distance of 
forty miles; natural infirmities and una- 
voidablo accidents only excusivg me, 

I farthermore promise and swear, that 
I will not bo prosent at the conferring of 
this Order of Knighthood upon &ny per- 
son, unless he shall have proviously regu- 
larly received the several degrees of Ba- 
tered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, Muster 
Mason, Mark Master, Past Master, Most 
Excellent Master, and Royal Arch de- 
gree, tothe best of my knowledge and 
belief, 

I furthermore promise and-swear, that 
I will not assist or bo present at the form- 
tng and opening of a Council of Knights 
of the Red Cross, nnless there be present 
at least five regular Knights of the Order, 
or tiie representatives of three different 
Encampments, acting under the sanction 
of a legal warrant. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
I will vindicate the character of a conr- 
teous Sir Knight of the Red Cross, when 
wrongfully traduced: that ý will help 
him on a lawful occasion in preference 
tv any brother of an inferior degree, and 
g0 far ag truth, honor and justico may 
warrant. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
I will support and maintain the by-laws 
of the Council of which I may hereafter 
become a member, the laws und regula- 
tions of the Grand Encampment under 
which the same may be holden, together 
with the constitution and ordinances of 
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the Gereral Grand Encampment of tho 
United States of Amerita, 80 far as the 
game shall como to my xnowledge, 

To all which {do most solemnly pro- 
mise and swear, binding myselt under no 
less penalty than of having my house 
torn down, the timbors thereof set up, 
aud I hanged thereon; and when tho 
last trump shall blow, that I be forever 
excluded from the society of all true and 
courteous Knights, should I ever wilfully 
or knowingly violate any part of this go- 
lemn obligation of Knight of the Tred 
Cross. So help mo God, and kesp me 
steadfast to keep and perform the same. 

The candidate is directed to kiss the 
book, which Le does, and then rises, 

Prelate—Companion Zerubbabel, the 
Master of Infantry will now invest you 
with the Jewish Paus, by means of which 
you will be ablo to make yourself known 
to friends of our cauce wherever you may 
find them, and which will ingure to you 
their friendship and protaction. 

Master of Infantry gives him the Jew- 
ish Pass, as on page 93. 

Prelate (presenting candidate with a 
green sasb)-—-Companion, I now invest 
you with this sash, as a mark of our pes 
culiar friendship and esteem: you will 
wear it as a constaut memorial to stimu- 
late you to the performance of every 
duty. lItscolor is green, and will remind 
you that tho me:nory of him who falls in 
a just and virtnous cause is blessed, and 
will flourish like the green bay tree. 
Fare you woll, companion; may success 
attend your enterprise. 

Master of Infantry to candidate—Fol- 
low me. 

The esndidate is (or should be) con- 
ducted through'several doofs into ditfer- 
out apartments. On arriving at the first 
door, and giving the alarm— 

First Guard stye-—Who comes there ? 

Master of Infautry—A friend. 

Guard—Advunce and give the pass. 

Master of Infantry gives the Jewish 
Pass, a8 on page 98. ; 

Candidats.is also examined and gives 


-the pass, when they pass on to the second 


door, where they are challenged, and each 
gives the pass in the same manner. 

They now approach the third door, 
which is open, and before it is placed a 
little frame in imitation of an archod 
bridge. 

Master of Infantry—Companion, wa 
have now arrived ia sight of thè Per. 
sian dominions: I can accompany you 
no further. This bridge you see here, 
over which you have to pass alone, sepa 
rates the Jewish from the Persian do» 
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minions. Fare you well; may success 
attend your enterprise. 

Candidate walks over the bridge, gives 
an alarm, and is accosted by a guard 

Guard— Who comes there ? 

Candidate gives three cuts with his 


sword, aid advances to give the Jewish. 


Pass: guard throws up candidate’s 
sword : candidate whispers Judah. 
Guard (as if not understanding him)— 
What ? 
Candidate douder)—JUDAEH } 
Guard (ooking sternly)—~W hat ? 
Candidate (very loud)—JUDAH |! 
i Guard—An encmyt an enemy! seize 
im! 
The guards lay hold of the candidate, 
disarm him and divest him of his green 
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Sovercign Master will soon return his 
orders. 

Warder returns and reports to tho 
Sovereign Master the same that has pasa- 
ed at the veil. 

Sovereign Master--Having ascertained 
that he is armed with no hostile weapon, 
you may let him enter. 

Warder returns and inquires—Is he 
armed with any hostile weapon? 

Master of Cavalry—He is not. 

Warder—He has the sovereign’s per- 
mission to enter the Council chamber. 

The veil or curtain is now parted in 
the middle, and the candidate is conduct- 
ed before the Sovereign Master, guarded 
on his right by the Master of Cavalry, 
with drawn sword, and on his left by 


sash: hand-cuffs and fetters are put on | Master of Infantry. 


his hands and fect: these are mado of 
chains of four parts, each about eighteen 
inches long, fastened in the middle: at 
the ends are rings like hand-cuffs, which 
are fastened around the ankles aud wrists 
with bolts. 

Master of Infantry (coming forward as 
prompter to candidate)—Why do you use 
this violence? Why treat me thus? I 
am no enemy: Iam a prince of the house 
of Judah, and demand an audience with 
your sovereign. 

Master of Cavalry (acting as Captain 
of Persian Guards)—You a prince of the 
house of Judah! You are my slave, and 
you can only appear in the presence of 
our sovercignas such Do you yield 

ourselr ? 

Candidate (instructed) after a pause— 
I consent to be your slave: take me be- 
fore your king. 

Master of Cavalry puts a eackcloth 
over candidate’s head, and leads him to 
the docr of the Council chamber, where 
he raps four times two. 

The Warder, who at this time is in the 
Council chamber, draws the curtains 
apart in the centre, and demands—Who 
comes there ? 

Master of Cavalry—A detachment of 
his majesty’s guards, having made pris- 
orer of one, who says he is a prince of 
the house of Judah. 

Warder—WV here is be from? 

Master of Infantry—From Jerusalem. 

Warder— What is his name? 

Master of Infantry—Zerubbabel, the 
first among his equals, a Mason, free by 
rank, but a captive and slave by mis- 
fortune. 

Warder—What docs he desire? 

Master of Infantry—An audience with 
bie majesty, if possible. 
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Sovereign Master to Council, on seeing 
him enter—Thisis no enemy, but a friend 
and companion of my youth, 

Sovereign Master to candidate—ZAerub- 
babel, having now gained admittance into 
our presence, we demand that you imme- 
diately declare the particular motives 
which induced you, without our permis- 
sion, and with force and arms, to pass the 
lines of our dominions ? 

Master of Infantry (answering for can- 
cidate)—Sovereign Master, the tears and 
complaints of my companions at Jerusa- 
lem, who have Keen so long and so often 
impeded in the noble and glorious under- 
taking in which they were permitted to 
engage by our late Sovereign Lord Cyrus 
the King; but our enemies having made 
that great work to cease by force and 
powcr, I have now como up to implore 
your majesty’s clemency, that you would 
be pleased to restore me to favor, and 
grant me employment among the servants 
of your household. 

Sovereign Master—Zernbbabel, I have 
often reflected with much pleasure upon 
our early intimacy and friendship, and I 
have frequently heard, with great satis- 
faction, of your fame as a wise and ac- 
complished Mason, and having myself a 
profound veneration for that ancient and 
honorable institution, and having a sin- 
cere desire to become a member of the 
same, I will this moment grant your re 
quest, on condition that you will reveal 
to. me the secrets of Free Masonry, which 
distinguish the architects of the Jews from 
those of all other nations, 

Master of Infantry (for candidate)~ 
Sovereign Master, when our Grand Mage 
ter Solomon, King of Isracl, first insti- 
tuted the Fraternity of Free and Ac: 
cepted Masons, he taught us that truth 


Warder— Wait with pationce, and the | was a divine attribute, and tho founda. 
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tion of every virtue r to be good and true 
is the first lesson we are taught in Ma- 
sonry. My engagements are sacred and 
inviolable; I cannot reveal our secrets. 
If I cau obtain your Majesty’s favor only 
at the expense of my integrity, I humbly 
beg leave to decline your royal protec- 
tion, and will cheerfully submit to an 
honorable exile, or a glorious death, 

Sovereign Master—Zerubbabel,- your 
virtue and integrity are truly commend- 
able, and your fidelity to your engage- 
ments is worthy of imitation ; from this 
mnoment you are frec—my guards will 
divest you of those chains and that garb 
of slavery, and clothe you in suitable ha- 
biliments to attend me at the banquet 
hall. Zerubbabel, you are free: guards, 
strike off those chains; and may those 
emblems of slavery never again disgrace 
the hands of a Mason, more particularly 
a prince of the house of Judah; Zerub- 
babel, we assign you a seat of rank and 
honor among the princes and rulers, of 
our assembly, 

Whilo this conversation with the So- 
vereign Master has been passing in the 
Council, the Sir Knights preparo a ban- 
quet (refreshments) in the other room. 

Warder to Sovereign Mastet—VWo are 
ready, Most Illustrious, to escort you to 
the banquet hall 

The Sovereigu Master and hig officers 
now pass out between two lines of Sir 
Knights, accompanied by candidate.—~ 
Sovereign Master sits at the head of the 
table, Chancellor on his right, Master of 
Palace on his left; on the right of the 
Chancellor sits Zerubbabel and Master of 
infantry, The Knights being all seated 
at the table, commence eating and drink. 
ing. After having participated in the re- 
freshinents for ten or fifteen minutes, the 
Sir Knights begin to withdraw, one b 
one, until they have all left but the off- 
cors and candidate, 

Sovereign Master—It has been the cus- 
tom, from time immemorial, among the 
kings and sovercigns of this realm, on 
Occasions like this, to propose certain 
questions; and he who should be found 
to give the most satisfactory answer, 
should be clothed in purple, drink in a 
golden cup, wear a silken tiara, and a 
golden chain about his neck. There hag 
a questiou occurred to my mind, which I 
will propose for discussion, viz.: Which 
is tho greatest, the streugth of wine, of 
the king, or of women? 

Chancellor (rising)—Soveéreign Master, 
I think wine is the strongest. 

Master of Palace—Sovereign Master, I 
think the king is tho strongest, 
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Master of Infantry (speaking for can- 
didate)—Sovereign Master, I think wo- 
men are stronger; but above all things, 
truth beareth the victory. 

Sovereign Master to candidate—Com- 
panion Zerubbabel, you have made a 
very important addition to the question, 
which needs further consideration : it be- 
ing late at night, we will retire. To-moi- 
row you will assemble in the Council 
chamber to hear the question debated. 

Master of Cavalry—Attention, Sir 
Knights: you will form an avenue to es- 
cort the Sovereign Master and hig com- 
panion Zerubbabel to the Council ¢ham- 
ber. 

Tho lines are formed as before, and tho 
Sovereign Master and his officers, ac- 
companied by candidate, return to their 
seats in Council, 

After a pause (until next day) the So- 
vereign Master says—Sir Kuight, £ will 
now hear from each his defence of the po- 
sition taken last evening in certain ques 
tions proposed by me in accordance with 
the ancient custom, Sir Knight Chan- 
cellor, yours first. 

Chancellor (rising)—O ye princes and 
rulers, how exceeding strong is wise! It 
causeth all men to err that drink it: it 
maketh the mind of the king aud the 
beggar to be all one; of the bondman and 
the freeman, of the poor man and of the 
rich ; it turueth, also, every thought into 
jollity and mirth, so that a man remem- 

ereth neither sorrow nor debt ; it chang- 
eth and elevateth the spirits, and enliven- 
eth the heavy hearts of the miscrable. It 
maketh a man forget his brethren, and 
draw his sword agaiust his best friends, 
O ye princes and rulers, is not wine the 
strongest, that forceth us to do these 
things ? 

Sovereign Master—Sir Knight Master 
of the Palace, wo wiil now hear your 
defence. 

Master of Palace—It is beyond dis» 
pute, O princes and rulers, that God bas 
made man master of all things under the 
sun; to command them, to make use of 
them, and apply them to his service ag 
he pleases: but whereas men bave only 
dominion over other sublunary creatures, 
kings have an authority even over men 
themselves, and a right of ruling them 
by will and pleasure. Now, he that is 
master of those who are masters of all 
pues else, hath no earthly thing above 

im. 

Sovereign Master—We will now hear 
you, my friend, Zerubbabel. 

Master of Infantry (for candidate)—O 
princes and rulers, the force of wine is 
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not to be denied; neither is that of kings, 
that unites so many men in one common 
allegianee ; but the super-eminency of 
women is yet above all this; for kings 
are but the gifts of women, and they are 
also the mothers of those that cultivate 
our vineyards, Women have the power 
to make us gandon our very country 
and relations, and many times to forget 
the best friends wo bave in the world, 
and forsake all other comforts, to live 
and die with them, But when all is said, 
neither they, nor wine, nor kings, are 
comparable to the almighty forea of 
truth, As for all other things, they are 
mortal and transient; but truth alone is 
unchangeable and everlasting; the bene- 
fits we reccive from it are subject to no 
variations or vieissitudes of time and for- 
tune. In her, judgment is no unright- 
eousness, and sheis the Wisdom, Strength, 
Beauty, Power, and Majesty of all ages. 
Blessed be the God of Truth. 

Sovereign Master and companions then 
exclaim—Great is truth, and mighty 
above all things. 

Sovereign Master then says—Zerubba- 
bel, ask what thou wilt, and I will give 
thee; because thou are found the wisest 
among thy companions. 


Master of Infantry (for candidate)—O | 


king, remember thy vow whieh thou 
hast vowed, to build Jerusalem in the 
day when thou shouldst come to thy 
kingdom, and to restore the holy vessels 
which were taken away out of Jerusa- 
lem. Thou hast also vowed to build up 
the Tomplo which was burned, when Ju- 
dah was made desolate by the Chaidces. 
And now, O king, this is that I desiro of 
thee, that thou inake good the vow, the 
performanee whereof with thine own 
mouth thou hast vowed to the KING OF 
HEAVEN. 

Sovereign Master—Zerubbabel, it shall 
be done. I will punctually fulfil my vow : 
letters and passports shall be immediate- 
ly issued to my officers throughout the 
realin, and they shall give you and those 
who aecompany you, safe conveyance to 
Jerusalem, and you shall be no longer 
hindered or impeded in rebuilding your 
city and Temple, until they shall be com- 
pleted. 

The Sovereign Master then invests the 
candidate with a green sash, and says— 
This green sash, of which you were de- 
prived by my guards, I now with plea- 
sure restore to you, and will make it one 
of the insignia of a new Order, calculated 
to perpetuate the remembrance of the 
event which caused the renewal of our 
friendship. Its color will remind you 
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that truth is a divine attribute, and shall 
prevail, and shall for ever flourish in im- 
mortal green. I will now eonfer on you 
the highest honor in our power at this 
time to bestow, and will create you the 
first Knight of an Order, instituted for 
the express purpose of inculcating the 
almighty force and importanee of truth. 

Sovereign Master then directs the ean- 
didate to knecl, which he does, 

Sovereign Master—By virtue of the 
high power in me vested, as the succes- 
sor and representative of Darius, King 
of Persia, I now constitute and create 
you a, Knight of the illustrious Order of 
the Red Cioss, [Lays the blade of his 
sword first upon the right shoulder, then 
upon the left, and then upon the head of 
the eandidate.] 

Sovereign Master (taking candidate’by 
the hand)—This sword, of whieh you 
was deprived by my guards, I now with 
pleasure restore to you, in the hand of a 
true and eourteous Knight, Jt is en 
dowed with three most exeellent quali- 
ties: its hilt with Faith, its blade with 
Hope, and its point with Charity ; which 
teaches this important lesson, that when 
we draw our swords in a just and virtu- 
ous cause, having faith in God, we may 
reasonably hope for vietory, ever remem 
bering to extend the hand of charity to 
a fallen foe. Take it, and return it to 
its seabbard, and there let it remain until 
it is consumed by rust, rather than to 
draw it in the cause of injustice and op- 
pression. 

The Sovereign Master now instrueta 
eandidate in the Persian Pass and coun- 
tersign, undcr the areh of steel, (page 99,) 
then invests him with the -Red Cross 
Word, VERITAS, (page 100,) then with 
the grand sign, grip and word of Knight 
of the Red Cross, as follows: The grand 
sign is given by bringing the thumb aud 
finger of the left hand to the mouth, and 
earrying it of in an oblique direction, as 
though you were blowing a trumpet—the 
grip is given by interlaeing the fingers of 
the left hands—the word is LIBERTAS. 
The sign, grip and word is given under 
the arch of steel. {See page 100.] 

The Sovereign Master explains to can. 
didate that the grand sign alludes to the 
blowing of the trumpet upon the walls 
and wateh-towers of the Council, but 
more partieularly to that part of the 
obligation which says that “‘when the 
last trump shall sound, I shall be for 
ever exciuded from the soeicty of al} 
true and faithful Sir Knights,” &c. 

This ends the initiation, and the Couo.- 
cil is now closed with a lecture 
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The trumpet sounds, and the Knights 
resume their stations as at the opening. 

The Sovereign Master begins the lec- 
ture by questioning one of the Sir Knights 
selected for the purpose as to his being a 
truo Knight of the Red Cross, the man- 
ner of his reception into-the Illustrious 
Order, &c. The questions and answers 
are a repetition of the initiation into this 
degree, and tho lecture is given to perfect 

each Knight in his part. The Council is 
then closed as follows: 

Sovereign Master~Sir Knight Chan- 
cellor, it is my will and ploasure that this 
Council of Knights of the Red Cross be 
now closed. 

The Chancellor commnnicstes this to 
the Master of the Palace, who in tura 
proclaims to the Sir Knights that tho 
Council is closed. 
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Threo Knights Templars, from threo 
different Commanderies, may form an 
Encampment; but ike constitutional 
number is not less than seven, and eleven 
js the required number to form & Sets 
Encampment. The officers are named 
and stationed as follows: 

Most Eminent Grand Commander, sest- 
ed on a throne in the east. 

Gencralissimo, seated atthe right of 
the throne. 

Captain Genera), seated on the left. 

Prelate, on the right of Generalissimo. 

Treasurer, on the right, i front of 
Generalissimo. 

Recorder, on the lefi, in front of the 
Captain General. 

Senior Warden, at tho north-west angle 
of the triangle, and on the left of the 
Second Division. 


Junior Warden, at the south-west angie | 


of the triangle, and on the right of the 
First Division. 

Standard Bearer is stationed in 
west, holding hie standard aloft. 


the | 
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Sword Bearer, on bis right, and on tho 
right of the Third Division. 

“Warder, on the left of the Standard 
Bearer, and left of the Third Division. 

In front of the throne is a tridnglo, as 
in the engraving, and above it is suspend- 
eS a banner with a cross surmounted by 

raye of light. On each side are sky-blue 
bunners—that on the right having on it 
the paschal lamb and a Maltese crost, 
with the motto “ The Will of God,” ard 
the other having emblems of the Order 
upon it. 

Tho Knights are usually dressed in 
black, and wear black velvet sashes trim- 
med with silver lace. The sash hangs 
from a black rose on the right shoulder 
across to the left side, and suspended to 
it is a poinard, or small dirk, and a Mal. 
teso cross. On tho left breast is worn a 
nine-pointed star, having in its centre a 
cross and serpent of gold surmounted by 
acircle on which is engraved “In hoc 
signo vinces.’ The apron is of black 
velvet, trimmod with silver lace. It is of 
triangular form, and kas on it & cross 
with 8 serpent entwined thereon, and a 
skull and cross-bones, and stars arranged 
in the triangular form, with the red cross 
in the centre of each, 

The organization is somewhat similar 
to tho opening of a Council in the Red 
Cross Degree, except that the Knights 
Templars are counted off into three di- 
visians, the third one stationed across the 
end of the hall in front of the Standard 
Bearer in the west, and the other two 
formed down from the base of the tri- 
angle. After the Knights have formed 
the lines, the Senior Warden addresses 
the Warder as follows. 

Senior Warden—Sir Knight Warder, 
you will inform the Captain of the Guards 
that we are about to open a Council cf 
Knights ‘Templars, for the dispatch of 
business, and direct that he will station 
the Sentinels at their respective posts, 
and gee that the Council is duly guarded. 

Warder goes out, and returns and says: 

Warder to Senior Warden—Sir Kpight, 
the Sentinels are at their posts, and we 
are duly guarded. 

Senior Warden—Are all present Knights 
Templars? 

Wårder—All present are true Knights 
Templars. 

Senior Warden then instructs Junior 
Warden, who informs the Most Eminent 
Grand Commander that the Council is 
oS guarded, the lines formed, and that 
the Sir Knights await his pleasure. 

Grand Commander inspects the Lines, 
and they returus to his seat 
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Grand Commander—<Attention, Sir 
Knights: you will now give the signs. 

All the signs in Masoury are given by 
each Knight, from Entered Apprentice 
up to those of Red Cross Knights. 

The signs in this degree are then given 
in detail, as explained hereafter. 

Grand Commander—Attention, Sir 
Knights: you will form around the altar, 
for the purpose of opening this Council 
of Knights Templars. 

The. Knights kneel around the altar, 
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and the proceedings of opering are simts 
lar to those in a Council of Red Cross 
Knights. After all is ready, the Grand 
Commander says: 

Grand Commander—Sir Knights, this 
Council of Knights Templars is now 
open for the dispatch of business, and 
you will govern yourselves according to 
the sublime principles of our Order. 

The veil is now drawn, and the hall di- 


| vided. That part occupied by the Grand 


Commander is called the Assilum, and 
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fhe other part the Council chamber. 
When initiations take place, it is doubly 
divided, two veiis being drawn, unless 
there are different rooms used. The 
Warder sits at the right in front of the 
Grand Commander during the ceremonies 
of initiation. 

When a candidate Íg to be admitted to 
this degree, he is first put in charge of 
the Junior Warden, who conducts him 
(hoodwinked) to the chamber of reflec- 
tion, 4 small adjoining apartment, the 
walls and furniture painted black, and 
lighted with a small taper. Here he is 
requested to sit down, and he sits in a 
chair beside a table, when the Junior 
Warden says to him: 

Junior Warden—Companion, you are 
now seated inthe chaniber of reflection ; 
before you, on the table, you will find the 
Holy Bible, that great light in Masonry, 
and also a paper upon which is written 
three questions: you are required to 
write answers to these questions—yesa, or 
no, as you see fit, and to sign your name 
to each answer. You will likewise find 
on the table a bowl of pure water, anda 
mapkin: wash your hands in the water 
and wipe them on the napkin, in token of 
the purity of your intentions in the busi- 
ness in which yoware engaged. When I 
go out, I will give three distinct knocks 
on the door, and you will then remove 
the bandage from your eyes, and pro- 
ceed in the duties I have pointed out. 
When you are through with them, please 
to give me the same signal, and I will re- 
turn to you. 

Junior Warden leaves the room, and 
candidate removes the bandage and dis- 
covers in addition to the Bible, bowl of 
water, &¢, a human skull and cross- 
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bones facing him on fho tablo ! This will 
often disconcert biin not a little, if heisa 
timid man. He proceeds to read tho 
three questions, as follows: 

Tirst—Should you ever be called upon 
to draw yonr sword, will you wield it in 
defence of the Christian religion ? 

Tho answer should be—Yes! and 
signed with the candidate’s name—John 
Smith. 

Second—Does your conscience upbraid 
you for any known or overt act unre- 
pented of? 

As the candidate is presumed to have 
nothing heaVy on his conscience, he 
would answer—No! Jobn Smith, 

Third—Do you solemnly promise to 
conform to all the ceremonies, rules, and 
regulations of this Encampment, as all 
valiant and magnanimous Sir Knights 
have done who have traveled this way 
before you? 

Candidate writes—Yes! John Smith 

Candidate washes his hands as directed, 
wipes them on the napkin, and then raps 
three times on the coor. 

Junior Warden (coming in)--Have you 
written down the answers to the ques- 
tions proposed ? 

Candidate—Yes. 

Junior Warden—Please to give then 
tome. Presuming them to be satisfacto- 
ry, I will present them at once to the 
Most Eminent Grand Commander in the 
east, and will return you his answer. 

Junior Warden takes the paper, goes 
out and shuts the door. He then repaire 
to the Veil, which separates the hall, 
and stamps four times on the floor, re- 
peating this twice, (called three times 
four.) 

Grand Commander—Sir Knight War- 
der, attend to the cause of 
that alarm, and see who 
comes there. 

Warder (going up close 
to the Yeil—Who comes 
there? 

Junior Warden—A wor- 


Ae 


geoes 
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ee | ; thy companion, who, have 
a IS alk oth RY, (ee taken all the necessary 
5 AE me = A A} preceding degrees, now s0- 
C i ify N ’ licits the honor of being 
af iT hiii iI) es dubbed and created in this 
l A KE Iy IY A Encampment a Knight of 
5 oe H a \} in the valiant and magnani- 
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Sg Lost Templars, or Kuights of 
4 M_e Malta, or the Order of St. 

i.e} =~ Johns of Jerusalem. 
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tions proposed ? 
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Junior Warden—He has made them in 
writing, and, in token of his sincerity, has 
porformed the necessary ablution. 

Warder—You will present them, and 
> wait a time until the Most Eminent Grand 
Commander be informed of your request, 
end his answer returned. 

‘Warder returns to his post. 

Grand Commander—Sir Knight War- 


der, what is the cause of that alarm? 


who comes there ? 

Warder—A worthy companion, who, 
having taken all the necessary preceding 
degrees, now solicits the honor of being 
dubbed and created in this Encampment 
a Knight of tho valiant and magnanimous 
Order of Knights Templars, and Knights 
of Malta, or Order of Bt. Johns of Je- 
rusalem. 

Grand Commander—Has he given an- 
gwers to the questions proposed ? 

Warder-—He has made them in writing, 
end, in token of his sincerity, bas per- 
formed the necessary ablution. 

Grand Commander—Present the ques- 
tions. 

Warder reads the questions and an- 
sw ers. 

Grand Commander—The quastions are 
answered satisiaciorily; but as a trial of 
his patience and perseverance, I enjoin 
upon hira soven yeara’ pilgrimage, which 
be will perform under tho direction of 
the Junior Warden dressed in pilgrim’s 
weods. 

Warder returns to the Veil, and ad- 
dresses the Junior Warden—Our Most 
Excellent Grand Commander is pleased 
to decide that tho questions are answored 
satisfactorily ; but as a trial of the pa- 
ticnce and perseverance of the worthy 
companion, he enjoins upon bhim 3 soven 
years’ pilgrimage, 
which he will per- 
form under your di- 
rection, dressed in 
pilgrim’s weeds. 

Tho Junior War- 
Gen returns to the 
chamber of reflec- 
tion, and gives tho& 
auswer to candi- 
date, at the same 
time informing him 
thet in addition to 
his sandals, staff /} 
and scrip, he must ¢} 
take somo bread 
und a bottle of wa- Yh 
ter to sustain him 
On his journey. 

Junior Warden 
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canuidato in pilgrim’s weeds ag in tho ens 
graving)—Follow me. 

He goes out followed by the candidate. 

In some Lodges there are several dif- 
ferent rooms erected suitable to the cone 
ferring of this degree. Whero there aro 
not, a second curtain is suspended in 
the hall. The Junior Warden and candi- 
date come to the door of the first room. 

Guard—Who comes thero? 

Junior Warden—A weary pilgrim, tra- 
veling from afar, to join with those who 
oft have gone before him, to offer his de- 
votions at the holy shrine. 

Guard—Pigrim, I greet thee: walk 
into my tent; sit down: silver and gold 
havo I none; but such as I have I give 
thee: here is some good bread and pure 
water, just such as pilgrims need; help 
yourself. {Pilgrim eats.] Iwill examine 
your scrip, and see how your bread holds 
out; {feeling in his serip,] your bread is 
almost gone, I will put in some; your 
water is also almost spent, I will replen- 
ish your bottle. Help yourself, brother 
pilgrim, to what you like best. 

Tao candidate having sufficiently ro- 
freshed himself, tho Guard says—Pilgrim, 
hearken now to a losson to cheer thee om 
thy way, and assure theo of success. 

Pa from Text Book. 

And Abraham rose up early in tho 
morning, and took bread, and a bottlo of 
water, and gave it unto Hagar (putting 
it on her shoulder), and tho child, and: 
sent her away, and she departed, and: 
wandered in the wilderness; and the wae 
ter was spent in the bottle, and she casti 
the chud undor one of the shrubs; andi 
the angel of. God called to Hagar out of, 
heaven, saying, Arise, lift up the lad, and! 
hold bim in thine hand; for I wil make: 
him a great nation: and God opened her" 
eyes and sho saw a well of water. By; 
faith, Abraham sojourned in the land o 
promise asin a strange country, dwelling 
in tabernacles; for he looked for a city 
which hath foundations, whose builder 
and maker is God. Be yo therefore fol- 
lowerg of God as dear children, rejoicing 
in the Lord always; and again I -say, 
rejoice. 

Guard—Farewell, Pilgrim. God specå 
thee. 

Junior Warden and pilgrim pass into 
another room, where they are again ac- 
costed : 

Second Guard—Who comes there ? 

Junior Warden—A. weary pilgrim, tite 
veling from afar, to offer his devotions ab 
the holy shrine. 

Second Guard—Pilgrim, I greet thee: 
come thou into my tent and refresh youre 
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gelf. (Examines his scrip, and offers him 
bread aud water as the other Guard had 
donc.} Ilcarken now toa lesson to cheer 
thee on thy journey. 

Reads from Text Book. 

Lf a brother or sister be naked and des- 
titute of daily food, and onc of you say, 
Dopart in peace, be yo warmed and 
filled, and ye givo them not of those 
things which are needful for the body, 
what doth it profit? To do good and to 
communieate, forget not, for with such 
sacrifices God is well pleased. Beware 
lest any man spoil you through philoso- 
phy and vain deceit, after tho traditions 
‘ of men; after the rudiments of tho world, 
and not after Christ: For in him dwelloth 
all tho fullnoss of the Godhead bodily. 

Sceond Guard—Fareweil, Pilgrim. God 
epeed thee. 

They pass into a third room, whcro the 
third Guard treats them with bread and 
water as beforc, and reads the following 
lesson from the Text Look: 

He that receiveth you, receiveth me, 
and ho that reccivoth mo roeceivcth him 
that sent me: Come unto mo all yo that 


labor and are heavy ladca, and I will 


givo you rest. Take my yoke upon you 
and learn of me, for l am meek and low- 
ly in heart, and yo shall nd rest unto 

our souls; for my yoko fy casy and my 

urden is light. Whosoever shall give 
to drink unto ono of thcso little ones a 
cup of cold water only,in the nams of a 
disciple, vorily I say unto you, he shall in 
no wiso lose his reward. 

Third Guard—Farewell, Pilgrim. God 
speed thee. 


They then pass on and the Junior War- | 


den makes analarm at tho entranco of 
the assilum., 

Grand Commander—Sir Knight War- 
cer, attend to that alarm, and see who 
comes there. 

Warder (going to tho Veil)—Who comes 
therc? 

Junior Warden—A weary pilgrim, tra- 
voeling from afar, who having passed full 
three long ycars of pilgrimage, is most 
Oesirous, if it please the Grand Com- 
mander, forthwith to dedicate tho four 
remaining years to deeds of morc exalt- 
ed usefulness; and if found worthy, his 
rong desiro is to be now admitted 
among those valiant Knights, whose 
wedll-caraed fame has spread both far and 
wide for acts of charity and pure be- 
nctieerce. 

Warder-—-What surety doeg he offer 
that he is no impostor ? 

Junior Warden—Tho commendation of 
& valiant and magnanimous Knight, our 
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Junior Warden, who recommends to the 
Grand Commander a remission of the 
four remaining years of pilgrimage. 

Warder—Let him wait a time with pa- 
tience and perseverance, 2nd soon anu an: 
swer will be returned to bis request. 

Warder returns to his post. 

Grand Commander—W ho comes there? 

Tho Warder replies in same manne 
that Junior Wardon had replicd—A weze 
ry pilgrim, traveling from afar, &c. 

Grand Commander—This being true, 
Sir Knight, our Prelato, you will take 
this weary pilgrim to tho holy aitar, 
whore, having sworn him for over to bo 
faithful, forthwith invest him with the 
sword and bucklor, that as a pilgrim 
warrior be may perform seven years of 
warfare. 

Senior Warden—Attention, Sir Knights; 
you will form an avenue, to escort our 
Most Excellent Prelate to the holy altar, 

Tho Veil is drawn aside, and the ave- 
nuo is formed by tho Sir Knights, stand- 
ing in two lines, and forming an arch 
with their swords; the Prelate takes tho 
candidato by tho arin, loading him down 
tho avenue to the lower end of the Coun- 
cil chamber. ‘Tie candidate kucels at 
the altar, upon two cross swords, places 
his hands upon the Holy Bible, on which 
iy plaeed two cross swords; the Senior 
Warden stands on the right and tho Ju» 
nior Warden on tho left of the candidato, 
with drawn swords. The Prolate takes 
his placo in front of tho eandidato, iu an 
olevated scat, and addresses him ag fol- 
lows : 

Prelate—Companion, you are kneeling 
atthe altar for the purpose of taking a 
solemn oath and obligation appertaining 
to the degree of Knight Templar, which 
is Dot to interfere with tho duty you owe 
to your country or Maker. If you are 
willing to proceed, you may repeat your 
christian and surnamo, and say after me: 

I, John Smith, of my own free will and 
accord, in the presence of Alinighty God, 
and this Encampment of Knights Tem: 
plars, do hereby and hercon most solemn- 
ly promise and swear that I will always 
hail, for over conccal, and never roveal, 
any of the secret arts, part or points ap- 
pertaining to tho mysterics of this Order 
of Knights Templars, unless it be toa true 
and lawful companion Sir Knight, or 
within the body of a just and lawful En- 
eampment of such; and not unto him, or 
them, until by due trial, strict examina» 
tion, or lawful information, I find they are 
lawfully entitled to rceeivo the same. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear, 
that I will answer and obey all due signg 
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and regular summonses which shall be 
given or sent to me from a regular En- 
campmentof Kuights Templars, if with- 
in the distance of forty miles, natnral in- 
firmities and unavoidable accidents only 
excusing me. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear, 
that I will help, aid and assist with my 
counsel, iny pursc, and my sword, all 
poorandindigent Knights Templars, their 
widows and orphans, they making appli- 
cation to me as such, and I finding them 
worthy, so far as I can do it without ma- 
terial injury to myself, and so far as truth, 
honor, and justico may werrant. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear, 
that I will not assist, or be present at the 
forming and opening of an Encampment 
of Knights Templars, unless thero be 
present seven Knights of the Order, or 
the representatives of throo different En- 
campments, acting under tho sanetion of 
a legal warrant. 

Furthermoro do I promiso and swear, 
that I will go to the distance of forty 
miles,even barefoot and on frosty ground, 
to savo the life, and relieve the necessi- 
ties of a worthy Knight, should I know 
that his necessitics required it, and my 
ebilities permit. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear, 
that I will wicld my sword in the defence 
of innocent innidens, destitute widowa, 
helploss orphans, and tho Christian re- 
ligion. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear, 
that I will support and maintain tho by- 
lawa of the Encampment of which ] 
may hereafter becomo a member, the 
edicts and rcgnilations of tho Grand En- 
campment of the United States of Ame- 
rica, so far as the same shall come to my 
knowledge. 

To all this I most solemnly and sin- 
cercly promiso and swear, with a firm 
and steady resolution to perform and 
Keep the same, without any hesitation, 
equivocation, mental reservation or scli- 
evasion of mind in me whatever; bind- 
ing myself under no less penalty than to 
have my head etruck off and placed on 
the highest spire in christendom, should 
i knowingly or willingly violato any part 
of this my solemn obligation of a Knight 
Templar. So help me God,and keep me 
steadfast to perform and keep the sane. 

Candidatc kisses the book and rises. 

Prelate—Pilgrim, thou hastcraved per- 
mission to pass through our solemn cere- 
monies and enter tho assilum of our En- 
campment; by thy sandals, staff, and 
ecrip, I judge thee to be a child of hu- 


grand characteristics of this magnani- 
mous Order. Inthe characier of Knights 
Templars, we are bound to give alms to 
poor and weary pilgrims traveling from 
afar, to succor the necay, feed the hun- 
ery, clothe the naked, end bind up the 
wounds of the afflicted. We hero wage 
War against the enemies of innocent 
maidens, destitute widows, helpless or- 
phans, and the Christian religion. If yow 
aro desirous of enlisting in this noble and 
glorious warfare, lay asido thy staff, and 
take up tho sword, fighting manfully thy 
way, and with valor running thy course ; 
and may the Almighty, who is a strong 
towcr and defence to all those who put 
their trust in him, be thy support and thy 
salvation. 
Prelate here invests candidate with 
sword and buckler, asin the engraving. 
Prelate— Pil- 


AA grim, havin’ laid 
aside the staff, 


and taken up the 
sword, wo oxpect 
ZN you will make a 
ees public declaration 
ï of tho cause in 
which you wield 
= Cane Neg it. You will now 

SORES repcat after mo, 

and do as I do. 

2 Prelate makeg 
RX, this declaration— 

; I wil wield my 
sword in defenco 
of innocent mai- 
dens, of destituto 
widows, helpless 
orphans, and tho 
christian religion. 

The candidato 
«<= repeats the same, 
s- word by word, af- 
: ter the Prelate, 
and at each pause gives his sword a flour- 
ish above his head. 

Prelate—With confidence in this your 
profession, our Senior Warden will in- 
vest you with the Pilgrim Warrior's 
Pass; and under his direction, Wc assign 
you seven years’ warfare, which you 
will perform as a token of your con- 
stancy and courage, May success and 
victory attend you. 

The Senior Warden then invests the 
candidate with the Pilgrim Warrior's 
Pass, which is MAHER-SHALAL-HASHBAZ. 
It is given by four cuts of the sword and 
under an arch of steel, as in the Red 
Cross degrce, on page 99. 

Senior Warden—Pilgrim, you will fol- 





mility : charity, and hospitality, are the flow me, and repeat what I say. They 
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then start on thelr tour of warfare, both 
wichfing their swords, and saying: 

I will wield my sword in defenco of in- 
nocent maidens, destitute widows, help- 
lcss orphans, and tho Christian religion. 

Presently they como to tho first Guard, 

Guard—W bo comes there ? 

Senior Warden—A Pilgrim Warrior. 

Guard—Advanco and communicato the 
Pilgrim Warrior’s Pass. 

They both give the Pass with four cuts 
as beforo described, and pass on to the 
second, and then the third Guard, both of 
whom challenge them and reccive the 
Pass as the first Gnard had done. 

Tho Senior Warden and candidate now 
arrivo at tho assilnm, when tho Senior 
Warden stamps threo times four on the 
floor. 

Grand Commander—Sir Knight War- 
der, attend to the canse of that alarm, 
and sce who comes there. 

Wardor (going to the Veil)—Who comes 
there ? 

Senior Warden—A pilgrim warrior, 
traveling from afar, who, having passed 
full three long ycars of warfare, is most 
desirons, if it please the Grand Com- 
ander, to be now admitted to the hon- 
nrs and rewards that await tho valiant 
Templar. 

Warder—What surety does ho offer 
that ho is no impostor ? 

Senior Warden—Tho commendations 
of a valiant and magnanimons Knight, 
our Senior Warden, who recommends to 
the Grand Commander a remission of the 
fonr remaining years of warfare. 

Warder—By what further right or ben- 
efit, does he expect to gain admission to 
the assilum ? 

Senior Warden—By tho benefit of the 
Pilgrim Warrior’s Pass. 

Warder—Let him communicate it to 
the Sir Knight on his right. 

The Passis given as beforo described. 

Warder—Let him wait a timo with 
eid at and courage; and soon an.an- 
ewer will be returned to his request, 

Tho Warder returns, and reports to 
tho Grand Commander, who asks the 
samo questions and reccives the samo 
answers as the Warder had dono at the 
Veil. Grand Commander then orders tho 
caudidate to cuter. The veil is then 
drawn aside, and tho candidate advances 
near to the baso of tho triangle. 

Grand Commander—Pilgrim, having 
gained admission to the assilum, what 
profession have you to make in testimony 
of your fitness to become a Knight among 
our number? 

Candidato (prompted by Senior War- 
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den)—Most Eminent, I now declare in 
truth and soberness, that I entertain no 
eninity or ill will to a soul on earth that 
I would not freely reconcile, in case I 
found in hiin a corresponding disposition. 

Grand Commander—Pilgrim, the sen- 
tiniénts you utter are truly commendable, 
and are worthy of imitation; but yet we 
require somo stronger proof of your 
fidelity to us. The proofs that wo de- 
mand are, that yout participate with us 
in five libations, which being performed, 
we will receive you a Knight among our 
number. ‘The elements of theso liba- 
tions aro for tho four first, wine and wa- 
ter; the fifth is pure wiue. Havo you 
any repnynance to participate ? 

Candidate (prompted by Senior War- 
deu)—Most Eminent, lam willing to con- 
form to the rules of the Order. 

Grand Commander takes a wine-glass 
of wine and water from the triangle, aud 
directs tho caudidate to do the same, and 
repeat after him, as follows: 

First Libation—To tho memory of 
Solomon, King of Israel, our arcient 
Grand Master. [Both drink, and then 
give tho drinking sign by drawing tho 
glass across their throats.) 

Second Libation—To tho memory of 
Hiran, King of Tyre, our ancient Grand 
Master. [Both drink, and give the sign.) 

Third Libation—To the memory: of 
Hiram Abiff, tho widow’s son, who lost 
his life in defence of his integrity. [Both 
drink and give tho sign.} 

Grand Commander—Pilgrim, the Or- 
der to which you wish to unite yourself, 
is fonnded upon the Christian religions 
We will thercfore attend to a lesson from 
the holy evangelist. Sir Knight, our Pro- 
late, you will read. 

Tho Prelate reads tho 14th to 26th 
verses of Matthew xxvi. : 

Then one of tho twelve, called Judas 
Iscariot, went uuto the chief priests, and 
said unto them, What will ye give me, 
ana Iwill deliver him unto yon? And 
they covonanted with him for thirty 
pieces of silver. And froin tuat time he 
sought opportunity to betray him. Now 
the first day of tho feast of unleavened 
bread, the disciples came to Jesus, saying 
uuto him, Where wilt thou that we pre- 
pare Yor thee to cat the passover? And 
ho said, Go into the city to snch a man, 
and say unto him, The Master saith, My 
time is at hand; I will keep the passover 
at thy house with my disciples. And the 
disciples did as Josus had appointed 
them; and they made ready tho pass- 
over. Now. when the even was como, 
he sat down with the twelve. And as 
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they did eat, he said, Verily I say unto 
you, hat one of you shall betray moe. 
And they were exceeding sorrowful, and 
began every one of them to say unto 
bim, Lord, is it I? And he answered 
and said, He that dippeth his hand with 
me in the dish, the same shall betray me. 
The Son of man goeth, as it is written of 
him: but woe unto that man by whom 
the Son of man is betrayed! It had 
been good for that man if he had not 
been born. Then Judas, which betrayed 
him, answered and said, Master, is it I? 
Ho said unto him, Thou hast said. 
Grand Commander—Pilgrim, the twelve 
burning tapers you here see upon the tii- 
angle, correspond in number with the 
twelve disciples of our Saviour while on 
earth; one of whom fell by transgres- 
sion, 2nd betrayed his Lord and Master. 
And as a constant admonition to you, 
always to perseverc iu the paths of hon- 
or, integrity, and truth, and as a perpet- 
ual memorial of the apostasy of Judas 
Iscariot, you aro required by the rules of 
our Order to extinguish ono of those 
burning tapers. 

Candidate extinguishes one. 

Grand Commander—Thus may perish 
the enemies of our Order; and may you 
ever bear it in mind, that he who basely 
violates his vow, is worthy of no better 
fate. 

The relics are now uncovered, which 
exhibits to the candidate, in the centre of 
the trinngle, a black coffin, supporting 
the Holy Bible, on which rests a human 
skull, and cross bones The skull is 
called Old Simon. 

Grand Commander—Pilgrim, you here 
seo mortality resting on divinity, a hu- 
man skull resting on the Holy Bible, 
which is to teach you that a faithful ro- 
liance in the truth herein revealed will 
afford you consolation in the gloomy 
hour of death, and will assure you incv- 
itable happiness in the world that is to 
come. Sir Knight, our Prelate, you will 
read another lesson from`the holy evan- 
gelist. 

Prelate reads verses 36 to 50 of Mat- 
thew xxvi: 

Then cometh Jesus with them unto a 
place caled Gethsemane, and saith unto 
bis disciples, Sit ye here, while I go and 
pray yonder. And he took with him Pc- 
jcr and the two sons of Zebedec, and be- 
gan to be sorrowful and very heavy. 
Then saith he unto them, My soul is 
exceeding sorrowful. even unto death: 
tarry ye here, and watch with me. And 
he went a little farther, and fell on his 
face, aud prayed, saying, U my father, if 
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it be possiblo, let this cup pass from moa 
nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou 
wilt. And he cometh unto the disciples, 
and findcth them asleep, and saith unto 
Peter, What! could ye not watch with 
me one hour? Watch and pray, that ye 
center not into temptation: the spirit in- 
deed is willing, but the flesh is weak. He 
went away again the second time, and 
prayed, saying, O my father, if this cup 
may not pass from me except I drink it, 
thy will be done. And he came and 
found them asleep again; for their eyca 
were heavy. And he left them, and went 
away again, and praycd a third time, say- 
ing the same words. Then cometh he to 
his disciples, and saith unto them, Sleep 
on now, and take your rest: behold, the 
hour is at hand, and the Son of man is 
betrayed into the hands of sinuers. Rise, 
lct us be going: behold, he is at hand 
that doth betray mo. And while he yct 
spake, lo, Judas, one of the twelve, came; 
with hima great multitudo with swords 
and staves, from the chicf priests aud el- 
ders of the people. Now he that. bctray- 
ed him gave them a sign, saying, W hcm- 
soever I shall kiss, that same is he; hold 
him fast. And forthwith he came to Je- 
sus, and said, Hail, Master; and kissed 
him. 

Grand Commander (rising and taking 
tho skull in his hand)—Pilgrim, bow 
striking is this emblem of mortality ! 
once it was animated like ourselves, but 
now it ceases to act or think; its vital 
energies are extinct, and all the powers 
of lite have ceased their operations., To 
such a state, Sir Knights, we all are hast- 
ening; therefore let us gratefully im- 
prove this present opportunity, that 
when our weak and frail bodies, like 
this memento, shall become cold and in- 
animate, our disembodicd spirits may 
soar aloft to tho blessed regions of light 
and life eternal Sir Knight, our Pre- 
late, we will attend to anothcr lesson 
from the holy evangelist. 

Prelate reads verses 24 to 38 of Mat- 
thew xxviL: 

When Pilate saw that he could prevail 
nothing, but that rather a tumult was 
made, he took water, and washed his 
hands before the multitude, saying, lam 
innocent of the blood of this just persor, 
sce ye toit. Then answered all the peo. 
ple, and said, His blood be on us and on 
our children. Then released he Barabbas 
unto them: and when he had scourged 
Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified, 
Then the soldiers of the governor toox 
Jesus into the common hall, and gather 
ed unto him the whole band of soldiora, 
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And they stripped him, and put on him a 
scarlet robe. And when they had plat- 
ted a crown of thorns, they put it upon 
his head, and arced in his right hand: 
and they bowed the knee before him, 
and mocked him, saying, Hail, king of 
the Jews! And they spit upon him, and 
took the recd and smote him on the head. 
And after that they had mocked him, 
they took the robe off from him, and put 
his own raiment on him, and led him 
away to crucify him Andas they camo 
out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon 
by namo ; him they compelled to bear his 
ross. And when they were come unto 
a place called Golgotha, that is to say, 
A. place of the skull, they gave him vine- 
gar to drink mingled with gall : and when 
be had tasted thereof, he would not drink. 
Aud they crucified him, and parted his 
garments, casting lots: that it might be 
fulfilled which was spoken by the pro- 
phet; They parted my garments among 
thom, and upon my vesture did they cast 
lots. And sitting down, they watched 
him there; And set up over his head his 
accusation written, THIS IS JESUS, THE 
KING OF THE JEWS. 

Grand Commander—Pilgrim, wo will 
now participate in the fourth libation 

Fourth Libation—To the memory of 
Simon, of Cyrene, the friend of our Sa- 
vioar, who bore his cross, and fell a mar- 
tyr to his faith, (Both drink and give 
the sign. j 

Grand Commander—Pilgrim, before 
you will be permitted to particlpato in 
the fifth libation, I shall enjoin upon you 
one ysar’s penance, which you will per- 
form as a token of your faith aud hu- 
mility, under the direction of the Senior 
and Junior Wardens, with this emblem of 
humility {a skull] in one band, and this 
emblem of faith [a lighted taper} in the 
other: you will take them, na travel to 
the Sepulchre of our Saviour. 

Tne candidate commences his journey, 
accompanied by the two Wardeus, and 
after traveling around tho hall a while, 
they are accosted by a Guard, stationed 
at the ontrance of a dark room, repre- 
senting the Sepulchre of our Saviour. 

Guard—Waho comes there ? 

Senior Warden—A pilgrim penitent, 
traveling from afar, craves your permis- 
sion here awhile to wait, and at the shrine 
of our departed Lord to otfer up his pray- 
ers and raeditations, 

Guard---How does he expect to obtain 
this favor ? 

Benicr Warden—By the benefit of the 
Pilgrim Penitent’s Pass. 

Cuard—Has he that pass? 
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Sonior Warden—Hoe hasit not; Ihave 
it for him, 

Guard—Advance and give it. 

This word, or pass, is GOLGOTHA, and 
is given by five cuts under an arch of 
ateel, a3 on page 99. 

The pass being given, the Guard says 
—Right; you have my permission to ens 
ter the Sepulchre of our Saviour. 

Tho candidate steps along, and is direct 
ed to kneel at the entrance of the Sepul- 
chre, and the Senior Warden reads to 
him as follows : 

Although it is appointed unto all men 
onco to die, yet as tho Scriptures inform 
us, tho Saviour of the world aroso from 
the dead, and ascended up into heaven, 
there for ever seated on the throne of ibe 
majesty on high, so they also assure us, 
that all who have received him for their 
righteousness, and put their trust in bim, 
shall rise to life everlasting. * * * * 
Yn the end of the Sabbath, as it began to 
dawn towards the first day of the week, 
came Mary Magdalene, and the other 
Mary, to see the sepulchre. And behold 
there was a great earthquake: for tha 
angel of the Lord descended from heaven, 
and came and rolled back the stone from 
the door, and gat upon it. His cointe- 
nance was like lightning, and his raimeut 
whito as snow: and for fear of nim tho 
keepors did shake, and became as dead 
men, And tho angel answered and said 
unto the women, Kear not ye; for I 
know that yc seck Josus, which was cru- 
cified, He ia not here; for he is risen, as 
he raid. Come, seo the place where the 
Lord lay: and go quickly, and tell his 
disviples that he is risen from the dead; 
and, behold, he gocth before you into 
Galilee; there shall yo see him: lo, I 
have told you. And they departed quick- 
ly from the sepulchre with fear and great 
joy; and did run to bring his disciples 
werd, And as they went to tell his dix 
ciples, behold Jesus met them, saying, 
All hail And tacy camo and held him 
by the feet, and worshipped him. And 
he led them out as far as to Bethany; and 
be lifted up his hands, and blessed them. 
And it came io pass, while he blessed 
them, he was parted from them, and car 
ried up into heaven. And they worship- 
ped him, and returned to Jerusalem with 
great joy. 

As soon as the reading is ended, the 
room cr hal is darkencd, and the caudi- 
date rises, and beholds in another part 
of the Encampment, a transparency, bril- 
liantly lighted, representing the resurrec- 
tion and ascension of the Saviour. In 
Lodges where no properties of this kind 
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exist, this part is omitted The following 
words are now sung 


The rising God forsakes the tomb— 
Up to his Father’s court he flies 

Cherubic legions guard him home, 
And shout him welcome to the skies, 


Break off your tears, ye saints, and tell 
How high our great deliv’rer reigns ; 

Sing how he spoil’d the hosts of hell, 
And led the monster, death, in chains. 


Say “live for ever, wond'rous king, 
Born to redcem, and strong to save t” 
Then ask the tyrant, “where's thy sting? 
And where’s thy vict'ry, boasting 

grave?” 


The singing bemg ended, the Prelate 
takes the eandidate by the arm, aud 
walks near the transparency, and thus 
addresses him: 

Prelate—Pilgrim, the scene before you 
represents the splendid conclusion of the 
hallowed sacrifice offered by tho Re- 
deemer of the world, to propitiate the 
anger of an offended Deity This sacred 
volume informs us, {showing him the 
Bible,} that our Saviour, after having 
sutfered tho pains of death, descended 
into the place of departed spirits, and 
that on the third day, ho burst the bands 
of death, triumphed over the grave, and 
in due time, ascended with transcendent 
majesty to heaven, where he now sits on 
the rigbt hand of our beavenly Father, a 
mediator and intercessor, for all those 
who have faith in him, I now {invest 
you with an emblem of that faith, (Sua: 
pends from his neek a black cross.) It ia 
also an emblem of our Order, which you 
will wear as a constant memorial, for 
you to imitate the virtues of the immac- 
ulate Jesus, who died that you might live. 
Pilgrim, the ceremonies in which you are 
now engaged, are calculated deeply to 
impress your mind; and I trust will have 
a happy and lasting effect upon your fu- 
ture character. You wero first, as a trial 
of your faith and humility, enjoined to 
perform seven years’ pilgrimage; it re- 
presents the great pilgrimage of life 
through which we are all passing. We 
are all weary pilgrims, anxiously look- 
ing forward to that asylum, where we 
shall rest from our labors, and be at rest 
forever. You were then directed, asg a 
trial of your courage and constancy, to 
perform seven years’ warfare; it repre- 
gents to you the constant warfare with 
the lying vanities and deceits of this 





mility. Of this, our Lord and Savions 
has left us a bright example. For though 
he was the eternal Son of God, he bum 
bled himself to be born of a woman, to 
endure the pains and afflictions incident 
to human nature, and finally to suffer a 
cruel and ignominious death upon tho 
cross it is also a trial of that faith which 
will conduct you safely over the dark 
gulf of everlasting death, and land your 
enfranchised spirit in the peaceful abodes 
of the blessed. Pilgrim, kecp ever in 
your memory this awful truth, Yor 
know not how soon you may be called 
upon to render up an account to that 
Supreme Judge, from whom not even the 
most minute act of your life is hidden: 
for although you now stand erect in all 
the strength of manhood and pride of 
beauty, in a few short moments, you 
may become a pale and lifeless corpse 
This moment, even while I am yet speak 
ing, tho angel of death may receive the 
fatal mandate to strike you from the roll 
cf human existence; and the friends wha 
now surround you, may be called upon 
to perforin the last sad office of laying 
you in the earth, a banquet for worms, 
and this fair body become as the misera 
ble relic you now hold in your hand 
Man, that is born of a woman, is of few 
dzys and full of sorrow: he cometh up 
and is cut down as a flower; he fleeth ag 
a shadow, and continueth not. In the 
midst of life, we are in death: of whora 
may wescek succor, but of thee, O Lord, 
who for our sins art justly displeased ? 
Yet, O God, most holy, thou Gcd most 
mighty, O holy and most merciful So 
viour, deliver us from the pains of eter 
naldeath. I heard a voice from heaven, 
saying unto me, Write from henceforth, 
blessed are the dead that die in the Lord; 
even 80, saith thespirit, for they rest from 
their labors. Bo ye also ready, and rest 
assured, that a firm faith in the truths 
here revealed, will afford you consolation 
in the gloomy hour of dissolntion, and 
insure you ineffable and eternal happi- 
ness in ths world to come. Amen, and 
amen. 

The hall is again lighted up, and the 
candidate, accompanied by the Senio? 
and Junior Wardens, makes another 
alarm at the assilum., 
| Grand Commander—Sir Knight War- 
| der, attend to that alarm, and see who 
comes there. 

V/arder—Who comes there ? who dares 


į approach this sacred assilum of our En. 


world, in which it is necessary for us al- | campment, to disturb our holy medita- 
ways to be engaged, You are now per-| tions? Who are you? 


tozuung penance as a trial of your hu. 


Senlor Warden—A pilgrim penitent 
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traveling from afar, who, having per- 
formed his term of penance, secks now 
to participate in the fifth libation, there- 
‘by to seal his faith. 

Warder--What surety doos he ofef, 
that he is no impostor? 

Senior Warden— Tko commendation of 
two valiant and magrauimous Knights, 
our Senior and Junior Wardens. 

Warder—By what further right or bon- 
efit does he expect to obtain this favor? 

Senlor Warden—By the beuofit of the 
Pilgrim Penitent’s Pass. 

Warder—Has he that pass? 

Senior Warden—He has it not; I have 
it for him. 

Warder — Advance and communicate it 
to the Sir Knight on your left. 

The pags, GOLGOTHA, Is then given by 
the two Wardens, and the Warder re- 
turns and reports the saine to the Most 
Eminent Grand Commander, who directs 
the candidate to enter. The veil is then 
drawn aside, and the candidate enters 
the asasilum. 

Grand Commander (rising) — Who have 
you there in chargo, Sir Knights? 

Senior Warden—A_ pilgrim penitent, 
who, having performed his term of pen- 
ance, seeks now to participate in the fifth 
Libation, thereby to seal his faith.. 

Grand Commander—Pilgrim, in grant- 
ing your request, and admitting you a 
Knight among our number, we can only 
offer you a rough habit, coarse dict, and 
severe duty. If, upon these conditions, 
you are still desirous of cnlisting under 
our banners, you will advance, and kneel 
at the base of the triangle. 

Oandidate knoels at base of triangle. 
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Grand Commander—Pilgtim, the fifth 
libation is taken in & very solemn way. 
It is emblematical of the bitter cup of 
death, of which we must all, sooner or 
later, tasto,; and even the Saviour of the 
world was not exempted, notwithstand: 
ing his repeated prayers and solicita- 
tions. It is taken of pure wine, and 
from this cup. [Exhibiting a human 
skull, ho pours the wine into it, and sayas 
—T'o show you that wo here practice no 
imposition, I give you this pledge. [Drinks 
fromthe skull.} He then pours inore wino 
into the skull, and presents it to the can- 
didate, telling him that the fth libation 
ig called the scaled obligation, as it is to 
soal all his former engagements in Ma- 
sonry, 

The Grand Commander here also gives 
a short history of the degree. The sub- 
atance of it is, that the object of the de- 
greo of Knight Templar was originall 
instituted to preserve Masonry, whi 
had become much corrupted, &c. 

Sometimes the candidate hesitates to 
drink out of the skull, in which case he 
is intimidated as follows: 

Grand Commander—<Attention, Sir 


Knights: [Knights form around the can- 
didate:] andle sword—draw sword— 
charge ! 


The Knights charge, as in the en- 
graving. 

Grand Commander—Pilgrim, you here 
see the swords of your companions, all 
drawn, ready to defend you in the dis- 
charge of every duty we require of you. 
They are also drawn to avenge any vio- 
lation of the rules of our Order. Yon 
promised, when you entered the cham: 
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ber cf reflection, that yon would conform 
to all the ceremonies, rules, and regula- 
tions of this Encampment, We here 
have your promise in writing, Wo ex- 
pect you will proceed. <All Sir Knights 
who have taken this degree, have parti- 
pated in the fifth libation; and if there is 
anything in it thatyou do not perfectly 
vuderstand, it will be qualified and ex- 
plained to your satisfaction. 

Candidate takes the skull in his hand, 
und repeats after the Grand Commander 
23 follows: This pure wine, I take from 
this cup, in testimony cf my belief of tho 
mortality of the body and the immortality 
of the soul; and as the sins of the whole 
world were laid upon tho head of our 
Saviour, so may the sins of tho person 
whose skull this once was, bo heaped 
upon mý bead, in addition to my own; 
and may they appear in judgment against 
me, both hero and hercaftor, should I vi- 
olate or transgress any obligation in Ma- 
goury, or the Orders of Knighthood which 
I have heretofore taken,take at this time, 
or may hereafter be instructed in. So 
help me God. {Drinks of the wine.]} 

Grand Commander (taking skull from 
candidate)—This is caled the sealed ob- 
ligation, beexuse any promise of secresy, 
made in reference to this obligation, is 
considered by Knights Templars to bu 
more binding than any other obligation 
can be. 

The Grand Commander then resumes 
his seat, and directs the Prelate to read 
a lesson from the holy ovangelist. 

Prelate reads vorses 15 to 27 of Acts L: 

And in thoso days, Peter stood up in 
the midst of the disciples, and raid, (the 
number of tho names together wero about 
an hundred and twenty,) Men and bre- 
thren, this scripture must needs have 
been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost, by 
tho mouth of David, spako before con- 
cerning Judas, which was guide to thein 
that tock Jesus. For he was numbered 
with us, and had obtained part of this 
ministry. Now this man purchased a 
field with tho reward of iniquity; and 
falling headlong, he burst asunder in the 
midst, and all his bowels gushed out, 
And it was known to ail the dwellers at 
Jerusalem: ; insomuch as that field is call. 
cd in their proper tongue, Aceldama, that 
is to say, The field of blood. For itis 
written in the bock of Psalms, Let his 
habitation be desolate, and let no man 
cwell therein: and his bishopric, let ano- 
ther take. Wherefore, of the3amen which 
have companicd with us, all the time that 
the Lord Jesus went in and out among 
us, beginning from the baptism of John, 


unto that same day that he was taken 
up from us, must one be ordained to ba 
a witness with us of his reeurrection. 
And they appointed two, Joseph, called 
Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and 
Matthias. And they prayed, and said, 
Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of 
aii men, show whether of these two thou 
hast chosen, that he may take part of 
this ministry and aposileship, from which 
Judas by transgression fell, that he might 
go to his own place, And they gave torth 
their lots, and tho lot fell upon Matthias; 
and he was numbered with the eleven 
apostles. 

Generalissimo to Grand Comman¢der-— 
Most Eminent, by the extinguished taper 
upon the triangle, I perceive there is a 
vacancy in our Encampment, which I 
propose should be filled by some valiant 
Knight, who has passed through the cere- 
monies of our Order. 

Grand Commander—Sir Knights, you 
will cast lots to fill this vacancy. 

Knights cast lots, and candidate is 
chosen to fill the vacancy. 

Grand Commander—Pigrim, you are 
elected to fill the vacancy in our En- 
campment made vacant by the death of 
Judas Iscariot; and in testimony of your 
acceptance of that appointment, you will 
relight that extinguished taper upon the 
triangle. (Candidate lights it.) Thus 
may the Lord lift upon you the light of 
his reconciled countenance, and preserve 
you from falling. 

The candidate then arises from the tri 
angle, and kneels before the Most Emi 
nent Grand Commander, who draws his 
sword, and laying it first on the candi- 
date’s left shouider, then on his right, and 
on his head, says—Ly the high power in 
me vested, as the successor and repree 
sentative of Hugho de Paganis, and God- 
frey Adelman, I now dub and create you 
a Knight of the Valiant and Magnani- 
mous Order of Knights’ Tamplars, and 
Knights of Malta, or Order of St. Johna 
of Jerusalem. 

Grand Commander (taking ¢andidate 
by the hand)—Arise, Sir Knight, and 
with this hand receive a hearty weleome 
into the bosom of a society which will be 
ever ready to defend and protect you. [ 
will now preseut you with this sword, in 
the hand of a valiant and magnanimous 
Knight. It is endowed with three most 
excellent qualities, viz. : its hilt with jus 
tice, its blade with fortitude, and its point 
with merey; and it teaches us this ine 
portant lesson. ` Having faith in the juss 
tice of our cause, we must press forward 
with undaunted fortitude. ever remem 
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‘bering to extend the point of mercy to 
a fallen foe. 

Grand Commander then instructs can- 
didate in the Pilgrim Penitent’s Pass, as 
described on page 117; and also in the 
signs, grip and word in this degreo, as 
follows: 

The due-guard is given by <p 
piacing the end of the thumb = 
ot the right hand under the | 
chin, the fingers clenched. It 
alludes to the penalty of the 
obligation, impaling the head 
on the highest spire in chris- 
tendom, 

The crogs is given by draw- 
ing the hand horizontally a- 
cross the throat, and darting 
it up perpendicularly before ! 
the face, the edge of the hand y \ 
towards the mouth, 

The grend hailing sign of \~ 
distress is given by placing 
the right foot over the left,}— 
extend both arms and incline “Ss 
head to tho right. It isthe manner that 
the Saviour was nailed to the eross. The 
motto of the Order, IN Hoc SIGNO VIN- 
CES, i8 given in this position, 











Tho grip is given by interlacing the 
fingers of the right and left hands. anc 
each, as he crosses his arms, pronounces 
the word EMMANUEL. 

Grand Commander then tells candi- 
date that in Amories the degroes of 
Knights Templars end Kuights of Malta 
are given together; and that he hos re 
ceived the tv7o degrees, excent a few 
signs, which belong to the Knights of 
Malta, which will bs then explained. 

The Prelate now reads verges 1 to 6 o? 
Acts xxviii: 

And when they were escaped, then 
they knew that the island was callad 
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Melita, And the barbarous peoplo show- 
ed us no little kindness: for they kindled 
a fire, and received us every one, bg- 
cause of the present rain, and because of 
the cold. And when Paul had gathered 
a bundle of sticks, and laid them on the 
fire, there came 2 viper out of the heat, 
and fastened on his hand. And when 
the barbarians saw the venomous heast 
hang on his hand, they said among them- 
selves, No doubt this man is a murder: 
er, Whom, though he hath escaped the 
sea, yet vengeance suffereth not to live, 
And ho shook off the beast into the fire, 
and felt no harm. 

This sign is then mado 
by holding out both bands, 
as though you wero warm- 
ing them, to tho fire, and 
immediately seize hold of 
the lower edge of the left 
hand, near the main joint 
of the little finger, with the /, 
thumb and fore finger off 
the right; raiso them in 
this position, as high as the 
chin, disengage them with 
e quick motion, and ex- 
tend them downwards on 
each side, at an angle of 
forty-five degrees from the 
the body, the angers exten- J 
ded, and palms downward ; 

The Prelate reads verse 19 of St. John, 
chapter xix. 

And Pilate wrote a title and put it on 
the eross. And the writing was JESUS 
OF NAZARETH, KING OF THE JEWS. 

Tbis is tho grand word of a Knight of 
Malta. INRL It is formed by the initials 
of the four words that Pilate put on the 
cross, viz. 





Tasus Nazaresi 
Rex Iudaorum 
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The Prelate reads verses 24 to 28 of St. 
John, chapter xx. : 

But Thomas, one of the twelve, called 
Didymus, was not with them when Je- 
sus came. The other disciples therefore 
said unto him, We have seen the Lord. 
But he said unto them, Except I shall 
see in his hands the print of the nails, 
and put my finger into the print of tho 
nails, and thrust my hand into his side, 
J will not believe. And after eight days, 
again his disciples wero within, and Tho- 
mas with them. Then came Jesus, the 
doors being shut, and stood in the midst, 
and said, Peace be unto you. Then saith 
he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, 
and behold my hands; and reach hither 
thy hand, and thrust it into my sido; and 
be not faithless, but believing. And 
Thomas answered and said unto him, 
My Lord, and my God. 

Grand Commander now explains the 
grip and word of a Knigħt of Malta. He 


gays to candidate 
En 





«Thomas, reach 
hither thy finger, 
and feel the print 
of the nails ; [they 
join right hands, 
and forco the first 
finger into the cen- 
tre of the palm;] 
reach hither thy 
hand, and thrust 
it into my side — 
Each extends out 
his left hand, and 
presses his fingers 
into the left sido 
of his companion, 
still holding on by 
the grip. With 
arms thus crossed, 
one pronounces the words My Lord! the 
other says, And my God! 

The candidato is informed that he has 
taken the degree of Knights Templars, 
and Knights of Malta, and is directed to 
take a seat. 

If there is no more business before tho 
Encampment, the ceremonies of closing 
commence, the Senior Warden first giv- 
ing a lecture. Heo interrogates one of 
the Sir Knights as to what constitutes a 
Knight Templar, the number of Knights 
requisite to form an Eucampment, names 
of the officers, &c. He then asks the 
Btations and duties of the officers, viz. : 

Senior Warden—W here is the Warder’s 
station in the Encampment ? 

Konight—On the left of the Standard 
Bearer io the west, and on the leit of the 
third division 
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Senior Warden—Hlis duty ¢ 

Knight—'l'o observe the orders and i- 
rections of the Grand Commander; to 
see that the Sentinels are at their re» 
spective posts, and that the Encampment 
is duly guarded. 

Senior Warden—You will proceed, and 
describe to me the Sword Bearer's stu- 
tion in the Encampment? 

Knight—On the right of the Standard 
Bearer in the west, and on the right of 
the third division. 

Senior Warden—His duty ? 

Knight—To assist in the protection ot 
the banners of our Order, to watch all 
signals from tho Grand Commander, and 
sec his orders duly executed. 

Senior Warden—Standard Bearer’s sta- 
tion in the Encampment? 

Knight—In the west, and in tho centre 
of the third division. 

Senior Warden—His duty ? 

Knight—To display, support, and pro 
tect tho banners of our Order. 

Senior Warden—Why is the Standard 
Bearer’s station in the west? 

Kuight—That the brilliant rays of the 
rising sun, shedding their lustre upon tha 
banners of our Order, may encourage 
and animate all true and courteous 
Knights, and dismay and confound their 
enemles, 

Senior Warden—Recorder’s station in 
the Encampment ? 

Kuight—On tho left, in front of the 
Captain General. 

Senior Warden—His duty ? 

Knight—To observe with attention the 
order of tho Encampment, keep a just 
and regular record of tho same; collect 
tho revenue, and pay the same over to 
the Treasurer 

Scnior Warden—Treasurer’s station in 
the Encampment? 

Knight—In front of the Generalissimo. 

Senior Warden—His duty ? 

Knicht—To receive in charge all funds 
and property of the Encampment; pay 
all orders drawn upon him, and render a 
just and faithful account when required. 

Senior Warden—Station of the J-wior 
Warden in the Encampment? 

Knight—At the south-west angle of tha 
triangle, and on the left of the first dis 
vision. 

Senior Warden-——His duty ? 

Kuight—To attend to all poor and 
weary pilgrims traveling from afar; to 
accompany them on their journey; an- 
swer all questions for them, and finally 


‘introduce them into the assilum. 


Scnior Warden—Senior Warden's stae 
tion ia the Encampment? 
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Knight—At the north-west anglo of 
tho triangle, and on the right of the se- 
cond division. 

Senior Warden—His duty there ? 

Knight—To attend on pilgrim warriors 
traveling from afar; to comfort and sup- 
port pilgrims penitent, and, after duo 
trial, to recommend them to the hospi- 
tality of the Generalissimo. 

Senior Warden—Prelate’s station in 
the Bocampment? 

Knight—Rigkt of the Generalissimo. 

Senior Warden—lHlis duty there ? 

Knight—To administer at the altar, 
and offer up prayers and adorations to 
the Deity 

Senior Warden—Tho Captain Geno- 
ral’s station ? 

KXnight—On the left of tho Grand Com- 
mander. 

Senior Warden-—His duty ? 

Knight—To sco that the proper offi- 
cers make all guitable preparaticns for 
the several meetings of the Encamp- 
ment, and take special care that the assi- 
luim is in a suitable array for the intro- 
duction of candidates and dispatch of 
business , also, to receive and communl- 
cate all orders from the Grand Com- 
mander to the officers of tho line. 

Senior Warden—Tho Gencralissimo’s 
station ? 

Knight—On tho right of the Grand 
Commander. 

Senior Warden—His duty ? 

Knight—To reccive and communicate 
all orders, signals and petitions, and as 
sist the Grand Commander in tho dis- 
charge of his various duties, and in his 
absence to govern the Bncampment, 

Senior Warden—Grand Commander's 
station ? 

Knight—Ino the east. 

Senior Warden—lHlis duty ? 

Knight—To distributo alms, and pro- 
tect weary pilgrims, traveling from afar, 
to encourage pilgrim warriors, to eus- 
tain pilgrims penitent; feed the hungry, 
clothe the naked, bind up the wounds of 
the afflicted ; to inculcate hospitality, and 
govern his Encampment with justice and 
moderation. 

This endsthe first section. The second 
section recapitulates the manner of initi- 
ating a candidate into the illustrious Or- 
der, the Junior Warden inquiring how it 
was done, and the Knight describing, in 
dctail, in reply to questions, the whole 
ceremony. 


After the lecture, the Encampment is | 


closed by giving the sigus, kneeling at 
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AND GUARDS OF THE CONCLAVE, 


This is a Conclave, governed by an 
Invincible Knight of the Order of St 
Johns of Jerusalem. 

The officers are as follows: 

Invincible Knight, presiding, sits in 
the east. 

Seuior and Junior Knights on his right 
and left in front. 

_ Six Grand Ministers, who are stationed 
in the north. 

Conductor and Guard In the west. 

Invincible to the Junior Knight—Sir 
Knight, are we all secret and secure 
from the prying eyes of the profane? 

Junior Kulght—We are, Invincible. 

Invincible to Senior Knight-—-Sir Se- 
nior, you will instruct the Knights to as. 
semble in duo form for the purpoge of 
opening this Invincible Order. 

Senior Knight—Attontion, Sir Knights 
-form the circle for devotion. 

Knights kneel on both knees In a cir- 
clo, each with his right hand on his heart, 
and his left hand on his forehead. 

Invincible Knight now offers the fol- 
lowing prayer: 

Eternal sourco of life, of light, and per- 
fection, Supreme God and Governor of 
all things, liberal dispenser of every bless- 
ing! We adore and magnify thy holy 
name for the many blessings we have re: 
ceived from thy hands, and acknowledge 
our unworthiness to appear before thee ; 
but for the sake and in the name of thy 
atoning Son, we approach theo as lost 
and undone children of wrath; but 
through the blood of sprinkling. and the 
sanctification of the Holy Ghost, we 
come imploring a continuation of thy 
favors, for thou hast said, that he who 
cometh to thee through faith in the Son 
of thy love, thou wilt in no wise cast 
out; therefore, at the foot of the cross 
we come, supplicating pardon for our 
past offences, that they may be blotted 
out from the book of thy remembrance, 
and be seen no more, and that the re- 
mainder of our days may be spent as be- 


the altar. &c., similar to the ceremonies | cometh the followers of the Holy One of 


in the Red Cross Degree. 


Isracl, aud graciously grant that love. 
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harmony, peace, and unity may reign in 
this Council; that one spirit may ani- 
mate us—one God reign over us—and 
one heaven receive us, there to dweil in 
thine adorable presence, for ever and 
ever, Amcn 

Invincible Knight takes the Bible, and 
waves it four times over his head, say- 
Ine, Rex Regnantium ct Dominus Do- 
minantium, [King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords.) Kisses the book and passes it to 
the Knight on his right, 

Bach Knight takes the Bible, waves 
and kisses itin the same manner, repcat- 
ing the same words, until it comes round 
tho circle to the Invincible Knight, who 
takes it again and reads from Matthew v.: 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs 
is the kingdom af heaven, Blessed are 
they that mourn, for they shall be com- 
forted, &e. 

Invincible Knight orders the sign to be 
given, viz.: each Knight interlaces the. 
fingers of his lcft hand with the left hand 
of a eompanion, when each draws his 
sword, and presenting it towards his 
heart, pronounces the words ‘TAMMUZ 
TOULIMETH. 

Invineiblo Knight-—I pronounce this 
Convention opencdin ample form. Let 
us repair to our scveral] stations, and 
strictly observe silence. 

If a candidate is to be admitted, he is 
shown into a side room by tlio Conductor, 
who clothes himin 2 gown of brown stuff, 
and leads him to the door of tha Council 
chamber, where he knocks two, six and 
two—2, 6 and 2. 

Junior Knight—Invineible, some ono 
knoeks for adinission., 

Invincible Knight—Seo who it is, and 
make report. 

Junior Knight (after going to the door 
and back)—-One that is faithful In good 
works, wishes admission hcre. 

Invincible Knight— What good works 
hath he performed ? 

Junior Knight—He hath given food to 
tho hungry, drink to the thirsty, and 
clothed the naked with a garment. 

Invincible Knight—Thus far be hath 
done well; but there is still much for him 
to do. To be faithful in my house, saith 
the Lord, he should be filled with love for 
my people. If ro, let him cuter under the 
penalties of bis symbolio obligation. 

Candidate enters with Conductor, and 


Junior “night conduets him to the altar, | 


making the signs meanwhile. 


Candidate kneels, the Knights assem. | 
ble round him, and the Inviucible Knight | 


administers to him the following vow: 
J Jobu Smith, do promise and vow, 
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with this same volume clasped ‘in my 
hands, [taking up Bible,} that { will-kcep 
secret the words, signs, tokens, and grips 
of this Order of Knighthood, from ali but 
those Knights of St. Johns of Jerusalem, 
who have shown a Christian disposition 
to their fellow-men, are professors of the 
Christian faith, and have passed through 
the degrees of symbclic Masonry, and 
that I will protect and support, as far as 
in rno lies, the followers of the Lord Je- 
sus Christ, fecd them, if hungry, give 
them drink, if thirsty; if naked, clothe 
them with garmcnts; teach them, if ig- 
norant, and advise them for thcir good 
and their advantage: All this I promise 
in the namo of the Father, of the Son, 
ond of tho Holy Ghost; and, if I perform 
it not, LET ME BE ANATHEMA MARA- 
NATHA! ANATHEMA MARANATHA Ì [ace 
cursed at tho coming of the Lord.) 

The Invincible Knight then interlaees 
the fingers of his left band with thoso of 
the candidate, who lays his rift hand on 
his heart. Tho Invincible Knight draws 
his sword; the Senior Knight docs tho 
same, they eross them on the back of 
tho eandidate’s neck. 

Invincible Knight—By virtue of the 
high power in me vestcd, by a bull of His 
Holiness, Pope Sylvester, I dub you a 
Knight of the Christian Mark, member of 
the Grand Council, and Guard of the 
Grand Conelave. [Whispers in hig ear 
TAMMUZ TOULIMETH.] 

The Knights resume their places, and 
the Senior Knight takes his seat The 
candidate continues standing, while the 
Conduetor goes and brings a whito robe, 

Scnior Knight reads from text-book ag 
follows: 

Thus saith the Lord, he that belicveth 
and endureth to the end shall overeomce, 
and I will cause his iniquities to pass from 
him, and he shal dwell in my presenco 
forever and ever. Take away hls filthy 
garments from him, and clothe him with 
a change of raiment. For he that over- 
eomcth, the same shall be clothed in whito 
raiment, and hig name shall be written in 
the book of life, and I will confess his 
name before my father and his holy an- 
gels. He that hatn an ear to hear, let 
him hear what the Spirit saith to the true 
believer. Sct ye a fair mitre upon his 
head, place a palm in his hand, fer ha 
shall go in and out and minister before 
me, saith the Lord of hosts; and he zball 
be a disciple of that rod taken from ths 
branch of the stem of Jesse. Forabranch 
ias grown out of his root, and the Spirit 
of the Lord hata rested upon it; the spi 
rit of bir wisdom, and might, and right 
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eousness, Is tho girdle of his loins, and | who sitteth upon tho throno of heaven, 


faitnfulness tho girdle of hig vine; and 
be stands as an Insignia to tho people, 
and him shall the Gentiles seek, and his 
rest shall be glorious. Cause them that 
have chargo over the city to draw near, 
every one with tho destroying weapon in 
his hand. 

The six Grand Ministers come fcrward 
from the north with swords and shields, 
Tho first is clothed in white, and has an 
inkhorn in his hand, and stands bofove tho 
Invincible, 

Invincible Knight—Go through the 
city ; run in tho 1aidst thereof and smite ; 
let not thine eyo spare, nelther havo 
pity; for they have not executed my 
judgmonts with clean hands, saith tho 
Lord of Hosts. 

Candidate (instructed)—VWo is mo, for 
I am a man of unclean lips, aud my 
dwelling has been in tho tents of Kedar, 
and among the children of Meshoc. 

First Minister (taking a live coal in the 
tongs from tho altar, aud touching candi- 

ate’s lips with it)—If yo beliove, thino 
iniquities shall bo taken away, thy sins 
shall be purged: I will that theso be 
clean with the branch that shall bo given 
up before mo. All thy sins are removed, 
and thino iniquities blotted out. For I 
have trodden tho wivo press alono, and 
with mo was none of my people: For 
behold, I come with dyed garments from 
Bozrah, mighty to save. Refuse not, 
thereforo, to hearken; draw not away 
thy shoulders; shut not thine ear that 
thou shouwldest not hear. 

Tho six Ministers now flourish their 
swords as if they wero about to com- 
menco a great slaughter. 

Senior Knight to First Minister—Stay 
thine hand: proceed no further until thou 
hast set a mark on thoso that aro faitliful 
in the house of the Lord, and trust in the 
power of his might. Take yo the signet, 
and set a mark on the forehead of iny 
people that have passed through great 
tribulation, and havo washod their robes, 
and have made them whito in tho blood 
of the Lamb which was slain, from tho 
foundation of the world. 

First Minister takes the signet and 
prosses it on candidate’s forchead, leav- 
ing an impression in red letters, “ Kivug 
of Kings, and Lord of Lords.” ‘he Blu- 
ister then Opens a seroll. 

First Minister to Invincible Knight— 
Sir Knight, the number of sealed are one 
hundred and forty-four thousand 

Invincible Knight raps four, and sll 
the Knights stand up before him, when 
he suys—Salvation belongeth to our God, 


and unto the Lamb. 

Knights (falling on theif faces)—Amen, 
Blessing, honor, glory, wisdom, thanks- 
giving, and power, might, majesty, and 
dominion, be unto our God, for ever aad 
ever, Amen. 

Knights now cast down crowns and 
palm branches, and riso up and say— 
Great and numberless are thy works, 
thou King of Saints) Behold, the star 
which I laid beforo Joshua, on which is 
engraved seven eyes, a3 tho engraving 
of a signet, shall be set as a soal on thine 
arm—as a scal on thine heart; for lovois 
stronger than death, many waters can- 
not quench it: If a man would givo all 
the treasures of his house for love, Le 
cannot obtain it. It is tho gift of God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Invincible Knight now delivers the fol- 
lowing charge to cancidate—Sir Knight, 
I congratulate you on your having been 
found worthy to be promoted to tbis hon- 
orablo Order of Knighthood. It is highly 
honorablo to all thoso worthy Kniglita, 
who, with good faith and diligence, per- 
form its mary inportant duties. ‘Tho 
honorable situation to which you aro 
now advanced, and tho illustrious ofico 
which you now fill, is one that w23 much 
desired by the first noblemen of Italy; 
but ambition and jealousy caured his 
Higiness, Pope Alexander, to call on his 
ancient friend, the Grand Master of tho 
Knights of St. Johns, of Jerusalem, to 
guard his person and the Holy Sce, as 
thoso knights were known to bo well 
grounded in tho faith, and zealons fol- 
lowers of the Lord. The members of 
this guard wero chosen by their counte- 
nances, for it is believed that a plain 
countenance is an indication of tho heart; 
and that no stranger should gain admis- 
sion and discover tho secrets of this au- 
gust assembly, this Order of the Chris- 
tian Mark was conferred on thoso who 
went about doing good, and following 
tho examplo of their Ulustrious Master, 
Jesus Christ. Go thou and do likewise. 

This ends the initiation, and if there 
is no business before the Knights, they 
form round the altar, give signs, &c., the 
closing ceremonies bciag similar to those 
of Opening. 

The Motto of tho Order is—Christus 
regrat, vincit, triumphat: Rex regnan- 
tium, et Dominus Gomivantizum. (Christ 
rules, conquers, triumphs, &c.] 

Insignia—On the left breast a triangn: 
lar plato of gold, seven cyes engraved 
on ono side, on tho other the letter G in 
tho five points. 
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ORDER OF KNIGHTS OF THE 
HOLY SEPULCHRE. 


The history of this degree is briefly as 
follows: St. Helen, mother of Constan- 
tine the Great, made a journey to the 
Holy Land in the year 296, to search out 
the true cross After considerable search 
three crosses were found, but it was dif- 
ficult to determine which was the true 
oue.- Pope Marcellimus, in order to test 
the matter, had the three conveyed to 
the bed of a dying woman. ‘Touching 
the first, nor the second, did not affect 
her, but the moment she laid her hand 
upon the third, she was almost instantly 
restored to perfect health. This, then, 
was the true cross IJn gratitude for her 
own success, St. Helen erected a church 
on the spot where the crosses were found, 
and instituted the Order of Knights of 
the Holy Sepulchre. The Knights were 
bound by a sacred vow to guard the Holy 
Sepulchre, protect pilgrims, and fight in- 
fidels, and enemies of the Cross of Christ. 

A Council of Knights of the Holy Se- 
pulchre represents a cathedral church, 
the altar covered with black, and upon 
which is placed three large candles, a 
cross, and in the centre a skull and cross 
bones. 

The Principal, or Prelate, stands on 
the right side of the altar, with a Bible 
in one hand, and a staff in the other; 
soft music plays, and the veil is drawn 
up, and discovers the altar The choir 
recitc: 

Hush, hush, the heavenly choir, 

They cleave the air in bright attire. 

Sec, see, the lute each angel brings, 

And hark divinely thus they sing: 


To the power divine, 
All glory be given, 

By man upon earth, 
And angels in heaven. 


Prelate (stepping before the altar)— 
Kyrie Elieson; Christe Elicson; Kyrie 
Elieson; Amen: Gloria Sibi Domino! I 
declare this Grand Council opened, and 
ready to proceed to business, 

The Priests and Ministers now take 
tbeir scveral stations, 

When one or more candidates are to 
be admitted, they are prepared in the 
outer room by the Verger, who leaves 
them and returns to his place. 

If there arc less than seven, a number 
of the brethren make up the number to 
seven; and they all go tothe door, and 
they rap seven times. 

Prelate to Verger—Ses the cause of 
that alarm, and report 


RICBARDSONS MONITOR OF FREE-MASONRY 


Verger goes to the door, opens it a lit 
tie, looks out, and then returus to his 
place. 

Verger—Right Reverend Prelate, there 
are seven brethren who solicit admission 
to this Grand Council. 

Prelate— On what 
founded ? 

Verger—On a true Christian principle. 
to serve the church and its members, by 
performing the seven corporeal works of 
mercy, and to protect and guard the Holy 
Sepulchre from the destroying hands of 
our enemies 

Prelate—Admit them, if you please, 
that we may know them. 

Candidates come forward. 

Prelate—Are you followers of the Cap» 
tain of our salvation ¢ 
Verger—We are, Right Reverend Pre- 
ate. 

Prelate—Attend, then, to the sayings 
of our Master, Jesus Christ. Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
with all thy mind, with all thy soul, and 
with all thy might. This is the first great 
commandment, and the second is like 
unto it; thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself: on these two commandments 
hang ail the Jaw and the prophets, Will 
you take the vows of our Order? 

Candidates assent by bowing. 

The Verger and Beadle now hold the 
Bible, on which each of the seven places 
his right hand, and repeats after the Pre. 
late as follows: 

I, John Smith, in the name of the high 
and undivided Trinity, do promise and 
vow to keep and conceal the high myste- 
ries of this noble and invincible Order of 
Knights of the Holy Sepulchre, from all 
but such as are ready and willing to serve 
the church of Christ, by acts of valor 
and charity, and its members, by per- 
forming all the corporeal works of mer- 
cy ; and that, as far as in me lies, I will 
defend the church of the Holy Sepulchre 
from pillage and violence, and guard and 
protect pilgrims on their way to and from 
the Holy Land; and if I perform not 
this, my vow, to the best of my abilities, 
let me become inanimatus, {dead.] 

By direction of the Prelate the seven 
interlace their fingers, cross their arms 
and say, De mortuis, nil nisi bonum ; 
{concerning the dead, say nothing but 
good. } ; 

Prelate to candidates—Tako the sword, 
and travel onward—guard the Holy Se- 
pulchre—deteat our enemies—unfurl the 
banner of our cross-——protect the Roman 
EKagle—return with victory and safety. 

The candidates depart, going towards 


is their desire 
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tho south, where they mcet a band of 
Vurks—a desperate contlict ensucs—tlie 
Kuights are victorious—they seize the 
crescent, and return to the Cathedral in 
triumph, and place tho banncr, eagle, 
and crescent before the altur, and takc 
their scats, 

The Prelate reads a chapter from tho 
New Tostament, and the choir sings: 

Creator of the radiant light, 
Dividing day from sable night, 
Who, with the light, bright origin, 
The world's ercation didst begin. 

Prelato then says—Lct our praycr 
como before thoe, and lct our exercise be 
acceptable in thy sight. [Candidates 
Kkuecl at the foot of the altar.] 

Prelate (offering them brcad)—PLreth- 
ren, eat ye all of this brcad in love, that 
ye may learn to support each othcr. 
{Taking a cup]—Drink ye all of this 
cup to ratify the vow that ye have madc, 
and learn to sustain one anothcr. 

Tho Prelate now raises candidatcs up 
by the grip (interiace the fingers). 

Prelate to first candidate—Sir, I grect 
thoe a Knight of the Holy Scpulchre; 
go fced the hungry. 

To second candidatc—Give drink to 
the thirsty. 

To third candidate—Clotho tho naked 
with a garment. 

To fourth candidate~—Visit and ran- 
som the captives, 

To fifth candidate—Harbor the har- 
borless, give the orphan and widow 
where to lay their heads. 

To sixth candidate—Visit and rclieve 
the sick. 

To seventh candidate—Go and bury 
the dead. 

Candidatos all mako crosses, and say— 
In nomini patria lio et spiritus sancto. 
Amen. 

Prelate- Brethren, let us recommend 
to each other the practice of tho four 
cardinal virtues—prudence, justice, tem- 
perauce, fortitude. 

This cnds the initiation. 

In closing the Council, the Knights all 
risc, stand in a circle, interlace their fin- 
gers, and say—Sepulchrum. 

Prelatc—Gloria patri, ct filio, ct spiri- 
tus sancto. [Glory to father, son, and 
holy spirit. ] 

Knights—Sicut érat in principio, et 
nunc, ct semper et in secula seculorum. 
Amcu. [As it was in the beginning, is 
now, and shall be, world without cnd.]} 

Prelate then pronounces the benedic- 
tion ay follows—Blessed be thou, O Lord, 
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THE OPENING. 


ORDER OF THE CROSS. 


None but Knights Templars can take 
this dcgrec. The officers arc Most Illns- 
trious Sovereign Prefect, scatcd in the 
east; Worshipful Provost, Senior and 
Junior Inductor, Herald, Guards, &c. 

The Council having assembled, the 
Sovercign Prefect says: 

Prefect—-Most Worshipful 
what is the hour? 

Provost (rising, facing the east, and 
raising his mark in his right hand)}—Most 
Illustrious, it is now the first hour of the 
day, the timc when our Lord suffered, 
and the vcil of tho temple was rent asun- 
der; when darkness and constcrnation 
was spread over the earth, when the 
confusion of the old eovcnant was made 
light in the ucw, in the temple of tho 
cross. It is the third watch, when the 
implements of Masonry were brokcn— 
when the flamc, which lcd the wise men 
of the east, reappcared—when the cu- 
bie stone was broken, and the word was 
given, 

Sovercign Prefect to Herald—Worthy 
Herald, it is my will that this House of 
God be closed, and the remembrance of 
thosc solemn and sacred evcnts, be here 
commemorated: make this known to the 
Most Worshipful Provost, in due and an- 
cicnt form. 

Herald bows to Sovereign Prefect, ro- 
tircs, and approaches the Provost, to 
whom he bows thrice, and then faces 
about and gives a blast with his horn. 
This calls up the Sir Knights, who file in 
threes around him. 

Herald—Most Worshipful Provost, it 
is the sovereign will of Count Albertus, 
of Pergamus, that this House of God be 
closed, and that those solemn and sacred 
events ‘tn the ncw covenant be here 
commemoratcd: you wil] observo this, 
{Herald bows.) 

Provost to Senior Inductor (rsing)-= 
Worthy Senior Inductor, it is the will or 
the Most Illustrious Prefect that here 
now be opencd a Council of Knights of 
the Cross: what therein becomes your 
duty ? 

Senior Inductor—To receive the cem- 
mands of my supcriors in the Order, and 
pay obcdicnce thereto—to conduct and 
instruct my ignorant pass-brethren ; and 
to revere, and inculcate reverence in oth- 
ers, for the Most Holy and Almighty Goa, 

Provost (speaking fierccly)—By what 
right do you claim this duty ? 

Senior Inductor—By the right of a 


Provost, 


our God! Great first causo and governor | sign. and the mark of a sign. 


of all things! &c.—which closes 


Provost—Will you give me a sign? 
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Senior Inductor—I could if I should. 

Most Worshipful Provost partly ex- 
tends both arms. pointing downwards to 
an angle of about forty degrees, with the 
palms open, and upwards, to show they 
are not sullied with iniquity and oppres- 
s:0n, and says— Worthy Senior Inductor, 
you may give it. 

Senior Inductor looks him full in the 
face, and with his fore finger touches his 
right temple, and lets fail his hand, and 
says—This is a sign. 

Provost—A sign of what? 

Senior Inductor Aye, a sign of what? 

Provost—A penal sign. 

Senior Inductor—Your sign is 

Provost—The last sign of my induc- 
tion. But you have the mark of a sign, 

Senior Inductor—The sign whereof my 
mark is a mark, I hope isin the Council 
above. 

Proyost—But the mark 

Senior Inductor—Is in my bosom. 

Senior Inductor produces his mark in 
his left hand, and with tho fore fager of 
his right on the letter S, on the cross, 
asks— What's that? 

Provost—Lisha. 

Worshipfal Provost puts bis finger on 
the letter H, and asks—What is this? 

Senior Inductor—Sha. 

Worthy Senior Inductor then puts his 
finger on the letter I, and asks—What is 
this? 

Provost—Baal Whatis your mark? 

Senior Inductor—Baal, Sha-Liaha ; 
{Lord of the-three;] Iam the Lord. 

Provost—-You are my brother, and the 
duty is yours of ancient right; please 
anuounce the Council open. 

When a new member is to receive this 
Order, the following are the ceremonies: 

The Senior Inductor steps to the door 
and gives three raps, and is answered by 
some Knight from without, who is then 
admitted, and the Senior Inductor gives 
the conditional sign, (which is by partly 
extending both arms, as before de- 
ecribed ;) the Knight answering by put- 
ting his finger to his right temple, as be- 
fore shown. 

Senior Inductor to Sovereign Prefect- 
Most Illustrious, a professing brother is 
within the Council by virtue of a sign. 

Prefect—Worthy Herald, go to this 
professing brother, and see him marked 
before: the chair of the most Worshipfal 
Provost; conduct him thither. 

Herald to candidate—W orthy Sir, know 

ou the sacred cross of our Council? 

Candidate—I1 am a Christian. 

Herald—Follow me. 

Horald conducts the candidate in front 
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of tho Provost, and says—Most Worthy 
Provost, by order of our Sovereign Pro- 
fect, I here bring you to be marked 3 VrO 
fessing brother of the Cross. 

Provost—-Know you tho Cross of oar 
Council ? 

Candidate--I am a Christian. 

Provost—-No more, Administer the cbe 
ligation. 

The first obligation is then administer 
ed, as follows: 

You, John Smith, do now, by your 
honor, and in view of the power and 
union of the Thrice IWustrious Order of 
the Cross, now first made known to you, 
and in the dread pregence of the Most 
Holy and Almighty God, solemnly and 
sincerely swear and declare, that, to the 
end of your life, you will not, either in 
consideration of gain, interest, or konor, 
nor with good or bad design, ever take 
any, the least, step or measure, or be in- 
strumental ia any such object, to betray 
or cOmmunicate to any person, or being, 
or number of the same, in the known 
world, not thereto of cross and craft en 
titled, any secret or secrets, or ceremouy 
or ceremonies, or any part thereof ap- 
pertaining to the Order and Degree 
known among Masons as the Thrice Il 
lustrious Order of the Cross. That you 
will not, at any time or times whatever, 
either now or hereafter, directiy or indi- 
recily, by letter, figure, or character, how- 
ever or by whoever mado, ever commu- 
nicate aay of the information and secret 
mysteries heretofore alluded to. That 
you will never speak on or upon, or 
breatho high or low, any ceremony or 
secret appertaining thereto, out of Coun- 
cil, where therc shall not be two or more 
Knights companions of the Order pret- 
ent, besides yourself, and that in a safe 
and sure place, whereby any opinion, 
even of the nature and general princi 
ples of the institution, can be formed by 
any other person, be he Mason or other- 
wise, than a true Knight companion of 
the Cross; nothing herein going to inter- 
fere with the prudent practice of the du- 
ties enjoined by the Order, or arrauge 
ment for their enforcement. 

You further swear, that, should yon 
know another to violate any essentia 
part of this obligation, you will use your 
most decided endeavors, by the blessing 
of God, to bring such person to the 
strictest and most condign punishment, 
agreeably to the rules and usages of our 
ancient fraternity, and this by pointing 
him out to the world as an unworthy 
vagabond; by opposing his interest, by 
Geranging his business, by trausferring 
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his ohsracter after him wherever he may 
go, and by exposing him to the coutempt 
of the whole fraternity and the world, 
but of our illustrious Order mole espe- 
cially, during his whole natural life: 
nothing herein going to provent yourself, 
or any other, when elected to the dignity 
of Thrice Illustrious, from retaining the 
ritual of the Order, if prudence and cau- 
tion appear to be the governing princi- 
ple in so retaining it, such dignity au. 
thorizing the elected tobe governed by 
ho rule but the dictates of his own judg- 
ment, in regard to what will best con- 
duce to the interest of the Order; but 
that he be responsible for the character 
of those whom he may induct, and for 
the concealment of the said ritual. 

Should any Thrice Mlastrious Knight, 
or acting officer of any Council which 
may have them in hand, ever require 
your aidin any emergoucy in defence of 
the recovery of his said charge, you swear 
cheerfully to exercise all assistance in his 
favor, which the nature of the time and 
place will admit, even to the sacrifice of 
lifo, liberty, and property. 

To all, and every part thereof, we then 
bind you, and by ancient usage you bind 
yourself, under the no less infamous pen- 
alty than dying the death of a traitor, by 
having a spear, or other sharp instru- 
ment, like as our divine Master, thrust in 
your left side, bearing testimony, even in 
death, of the power and justice of the 
mark ot the holy cross. 

Provost—Mr. Smith, before you can 
be admitted to the benefits of this Thrice 
IMustrious Order, it becomes my duty to 
ask you certain questions relative to your 
past life, and resolutions for ths future, 
We shall expect truo aud candid an- 
swers from you. Have you given ime 
your true baptismal and family namo, 
your correct age, birth-place, and present 
residence? 

Candidate—I have. 

Provost—It is well, Wore your pa- 
rents free, and not slaves; and had they 
right ov title in the soil of the earth, and 
were they devoted to the religion of the 
Cross? 

Candidate—They were free, and de- 
voted to the true religion, and thus was 
I educated. 

Provost—Havo you searched the spir- 
itua claimy of that religion ou your grati- 
tudo and your affections; and have you 
continued steadfast in that faith from 
choice and a conviction of your duty to 
beaven, or from education ? 

Candidate—From duty and choice. 

Provost—It is well, Have you ever, 
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up to this time. lived according to the 
vrinciples of that religion, by acting upon 
the square of virtue with all men, nor 
defiauding any, nor Gefamed the good 
name of any, nor indulged sensual appe- 
tites unreasonably, but more especially 
to the dishonor of the matrimonial tie, 
nor extorted on, or oppressed the pocr. 

Candidate—I have not beon guilty of 
these things. 

Provost—You have then entitled your 
self to our highest confidence, by obey- 
ing the injunctions of our Thrice Illus- 
trious Prefect in Heaven, of ‘‘doing to 
all men even as you would that thoy 
should do unto you.” Can you sọ cop- 
tinue to act, that yearly on the anniver- 
sary of St. Albert, you can solemnly 
swear for the past season you have not 
been guilty of the crimes enumerated ir 
these questions ? 

Candidate—By the help of God, I can. 

Provost—Be it go, then, that annually, 
on the anniversary of St. Albert, you 
swear to these great questions; and the 
confidence of the Knights Companions 
of the Order in you, rests on your being 
able so to do, [Provost pauses, aud then 
continuesJ—For the futare, then, you 
promise to be a good man, aid to be gov- 
erned by the moral laws of God and the 
rules of the Order, in always dealing 
openly, honorably, and above deceit, es- 
pecially with the Knights Companicns of 
the Order ? 

Candidate—I do. 

Provost—-You promise co to act with 
all mankind, but especially with the fra- 
ternity, as that you shall never be justly 
called a bad peaymaster, ungrateful, a 
liar, a rake, or a libertine, a man care- 
less in the business of your vocation, a 
drunkard, or a tyrant? 

Candidate-—-I do. 

Provost— You promise to lead a life as 
upright and justin relation to all man- 
kind as you are capable of, but in mat- 
ters of difference to preserve the interest 
of a companion of the Order, or of a coms 
panion’s friend for whom he pleads, to 
any mere man of the world? 

Candidate—-I do. 

Provost—Y ou promise never to engage 
in mean party strife, nor conspiracies 
against the government or religion of 
your country, whereby your reputation 
may suffer, nor ever to associate with 
dishonorable men even for a moment, 
except it be to secure the interest of such 
person, his family or friends, to a com- 
panion, whose necessities require thig 
degradation at your hands? 

Candidate~-I do. 
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Provost—-Yoa promise to act honora- 
bly in all matters. of office or vocation, 
even to the value of the one-third part of 
a Roman penny, and never to take any 


advantages therein, unworthy the best, 


countenance of your companions, and 
this, that they shall not, by your unwor- 
thiness, be brought into disrepute 2 

Candidate—I do. 

Provost—It is well, Administer the 
oath, 

The candidate now takes ths following 
final oath, or obligation : l 

I, John Smith, do now, by the honor 
and power of the mark of the Holy and 
Jilustrious Order of the Cross, which J 
do now hold to Heaven in my right hand 
as an earnest of my faith, and in the dread 
presence of the most holy and Almighty 
God, solemnly swear and declare, that I 
Go hereby accept of, and for ever will 
consider the cross and mark of this Or- 
der a8 my only hope: that I will make it 
the test of faith and fellowship; andthat 
I will effect its objects and defend its 
mysteries to the end of my days, with my 
lit and with my property—and first, that 
in the state of collision and misunder- 
standing impiously existing among the 
princes and pilgrims, defenders and cham- 
pions of the Holy Cross of Jesus our 
Lord, now assembled in the land and city 
of their peace, and considering that the 
glory of the Most High requires the 
greatest and strictest unanimity of mea- 
gures and arms, the most sacred uniou of 
sentiment and brotherly love in the sgol- 
diers who there thus devote themselves 
to his cause and banner, I swear strictly 
to dedicate myself, my life and my prop- 
erty for ever hereafter to his hoiy name 
and the poses of our mark, and to 
the best interest of all those who thus 
with me become Kuights of the Cross: 
Iswear for ever to give myself to this 
Boy and illustrious Order, confiding fally 
and unreservedly in the purity of their 
morals and the ardor of thoir pious en- 
thusiasra, for the recovery of the land of 
their fathers, and the blessed cime of 
our Lord’s sufferings, and never to re- 
nounce the mark of the Order. nor the 
claims and welfare of my brethren. 

ad, And that the holy and pious enthu- 
Biasm of my brethren may not have 
siander or disgrace at my hands, or the 
Order be injured by my unworthiness, I 
eWear for ever to renounce tyranny and 
oppression in my own person and place, 
whatever it may be, and to stand forth 
against it in others, whether public or 
private; to become the champion of the 
eross; to observe the common good; be 
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the protector of the poor and unfortn. 
nate; aud ever to observe the common 
rights of human nature without encroach- 
ment, or permitting encroachment there- 
on, if in my power to prevent or lessen 
it. I will, moreover, actin subordination 
to the laws of my country, and never 
countenance any change in the govem- 
ment under which I Uve, without good 
and answerable reasons for so doing; 
that ancient usages and immemorial cus 
toms be not overturned, 

3d. I swear to venerate the mark as 
the wisdom and decree of Heaven, to 
unite our hands end hearts in the work 
of the holy crusade, and a3 an encourage- 
ment to act with zeal and efficacy, and 
I swear to consider its testimonies ag the 
true and only proper test of an illustri- 
ous brother of the cross. 

4th. I swear to wear the mark of this 
Order, without any the least addition, ex- 
cept what I shall be legally entitled to by 
induction, for ever, if not without the 
physical means of doing so, or it being 
contrary to propriety; and even then, if 
possible, to wear the holy cross; and I 
swear to put a chief dependence for the 
said worthy and pious objects therein. 

Sth. I swear to put confidence unlimit- 
ed in every illustrious brother of the 
cross, a8 & true and. wortby follower of 
the blessed Jesus, who has sought this 
land, not for private good, but pity, and 
the glory-of the religion of the Most 
High’ and Holy God. 

6th. I swear never to permit political 
principles nor personal interest to come 
counter to g brother’s, if forbearance and 
brotherly kindness can opefate to pre- 
vent it; and never to mect him if I know 
it, in war or in peace, under such circum” 
stances that I may not, in jpstice to my 
self, my cross, and my country, wish him! 
unqualified auccess; and if perchance it. 
should happen without my knowledge, 
on being informed thereof, that I will use 
my begt endeavors to satisfy him, even to 
the relinquishing of my arms and pur- 
pose Iwill never shed a brother’s blood 
nor thwart his good fortune, knowing 
him to be guch, nor see it done by others 
if in my power to prevent it. 

7th. I swear to advance my brother's 
interest, by aes supporting his milj- 
tary fame and political preferment in op- 
position to another; and by employing 
his erms or his aid in his vocation under 
all circumstances whore I shail not suf 
fer more by doing so, than he, by my 
neglecting to do so, but this never to the 
sacrifice of any vital interost in our boly 
religion, or in the welfare of my country. 











ORDER OF THE CROSS: 


gth. I swear to look on hig enemies as 
my enemies, his friends as my friends, 
and stand forth to mete out tender kind- 
ness or vengeance accordingly; butnever 
to intrude on his social or domestic rela- 
tions to his hurt or dishonor, by claiming 
his privileges, or by debauching or de- 
taming his female relations or friends. 

9th. I swear never to see ealmly, nor 
without earnest desires and decided mea- 
sures to prevent, the ill treatorent, slan- 
der, or defamation, of any brother Knight, 
nor ever to view danger or the least sha- 
dow of injury about to fallon his bead, 
without well and truly apprising him 
thereof; and, if in my power to prevent 
it, never to fail, by my sword or counsel, 
to defend his welfare and good name. 

10th. I do swear never to prosecute a 
brother before those who know not our 
Order, till theremonstrancesof a Council 
shall be inadequate to do me justice. 

llth. I swear to keep sacred my bro- 
ther’s secrets, both when delivered to 
me as such, and when the nature of the 
information is sueh as to réquiro seeresy 
fur his welfare. 

12th. I swear to hold myself bound to 
biin, especially in affliction and adversity, 
to contribute to his necessities my prayers, 
my influence, and my purse. 

13th. I swear to be under the control of 
my Council, or, if belonging to none, to 
that which is nearest to me, and nover to 
demur to, or complain at, any decreo 
coucerning me, which my brethren, as a 
Couneil, shall conccive me to desorve, 
aud enforce on my head, to my hurt and 
&ishonor. 

l4th. I swear to obey all summonses 
sent from any Council to me, or from any 
Most Illustrious Knight, whether Ulustri- 
ous Counsellor for the time being, or by 
induetion, and to be governed by the con- 
stitution, usages, and customs of the Or- 
der without variation or change. 

15th I swear never to see nor permit 
more than tivo candidates, who, with the 
Senior Inductor, will make three, to be 


advanced at the same time, in any Coun- 


cil where I shall be, nor shall any eandi- 
date, by suffrage, bo inducted without a 
vnanimous vote of the illustrious broth- 
ren in Council; nor shall any Council ad- 
vaace any member, there not being three 
Illustrious Knights, or one Most Ilustri- 
ous and four Illustrious Knights of the 
Cross present, which latter may be sub- 
stituted by Most Illustrious Induction ; 
uor yet where there shall not be a full 
and proper mark of the Order, such as 
usage had adopted to cur altar, of metal, 
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contained within the apartment of Coun- 
cil, as also the Holy Bible; nor will I 
ever see a Couneil opened for business, 
without the eeremony of testing the 
mark, exereised on the eharacter of ev- 
ery brother, prayers, and the reading of 
the 35th Psalm of David; nor wil I ever 
see, consentto, or countenance, more than 
two persons of the same business or eall 
ing in life, to belong to, or be inducted 
and advanced in any one Couneil of whieh 
Iam a member, at the same time; no- 
thing therein going to exclude members 
from other parts of the country, or from 
foreign parts, from joining us, if they 
eonsent formally and truly to stand in 
deference and defence, first, of their spe- 
cial bar-brethren in the eouncil, nor to 
prevent advancements to fill vacancies, 
occasioned by death or removal. To all 
this, and every part thereof, I do now, as 
before, by the honor and power of the 
mark, as by an honorable and awful 
oath, whieh confirmeth all things in the 
dread presence of the Most Holy and 
Almighty God, solemnly and in truth, 
bind and obligate my soul; and in the 
earthly penalties, to wit, that, for the vi- 
Olation of the least matter or particle of 
any of the here taken obligations, I be- 
eome the silent and mute subject of tho 
displeasure of the Illustrious Order, and 
have their power and wrath turned on 
my head, to my destruetion and dishonor, 
which, like the nail of Jacl, may be the 
sure end of an unworthy wretch, by 
piercing my temples with a true sense of 
my ingratitude—and for a breach of si- 
lence in casc of such an unhappy event, 
that I shall die the infamous death of a 
traitor, by having 2 spear, or other sharp 
weapon, like as my Lord, thrust in my 
left side— bearing testimony, even in 
death, of the power of the mark of the 
Holy and Illustrious Cross, before I. H. 
S. our Thrice Illustrious Counsellor in 
Heaven, the Grand Couneil of the good. 
To this I swear. 

The elosing of the Council is somewhat 
similar to the opening dercmonies—the 
Most- Illustrious Prefect first inquiring 
the duties of the several officers, as in 
other degrees. 

Herald then faces the Worthy Pro- 
vost, bows, turns and gives a blast with 
his horn, and says—Most Worthy Pro- 
vost, it is the will of the Most illustrious 
Prefeet that this Council be now closed. 
Give notice accordingly. 

The Provost notifies Senior Inductor, 
when tho signs are given, with the usual 
ceremony, aud the Council is then de- 


or other durable and worthy material, | clared closed. 
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INEFFABLE DEGREES, 


OR, THE LODGE OF PERFECTION. | 





Brothers or Companions of these de- 
grees receive the name of God as it was 
revealed to Enoch, and are sworn not to 
pronounce it but once in their lives, 





SECRET MASTER, 


Soon after the completion of the Tem- 
ple, King Solomon selected seven worthy 
and expert brethren from tbe Craft, and 
appointed them Secret Masters, or guards 
of the sanctum Sanctorum, and the sa- 
cred furniture of the holy place. 

A Lodge of Secret Masters reprezenta 
the Sanctuary of King Solomon’s Tem- 
ple, adjoining the,Sanctum Sanctorum. 
It is bung with black, sprinkled with 
white tears, The furnituro is covered 
with black crape. There should be nine 
candlebras of nine lights each, but this 
number is generally reduced to three 
times three, 

The Master is seated in the east, bo- 
fore a triangular table, and represents 
King Solomon. He is dressed in royal 
robes, with a sceptre in his hand. e 
also wears a large blue ribbon, extend: 
ing from the right shoulder to the left 
hip, at the end of which is suspended a 
golden triangle. He is styled Thrice 
Potent. , . 

The second oficer is seated in the west, 
and represents Adoniram, son of Abda, 
who had the inspection of the work on 
Mount Lebanon. Jo is styled Grend in- 
gpector, and is clothed in a black robe 
and cap, and js decorated with a white 
ribbon, bordered with biack, with a black 
rosette on it, and an ivory key suspended 
therefrom, with a ficure of Z upon it. 

All the other brethren wear black 
robes and c2ps, with white arpons and 
gloves, the strings of the aprous black ; 
tho ep cf the aprons is blue, with a 
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golden eye upon it, The Lodge should 


‘be enligbtened by eighty-one candles, 


distributed by nine times nine. 

At the opening of the Lodge the Thrice 
Potent Master raps five, when the Grand 
Marshal rises. 

Master—Your place in the Lodge? 

Grand Marsbal—in the north, Thrice 
Potent. 

Master—Your business there ? 

Grand Marsbal—To see that the Sané- 
tum Sanctorum is duly guarded, 

Master—Please to attend to your duty, 
and inform the guards that we are about 
to open a Lodge of Secret Masters by the 
mysterious number. 

Grand Marshal goes to the door, returns 
and says-——It is done, Most Powerful 

Master—How are we guarded ? 

Grand Master—By seven Secret Mas. 
ters stationed before the veil of the Sanc- 
tum Sanctoram. 

Master raps six, 

Adoniram, the Inspector, rises, 

Master—LBrother Adoniram, are you a 
Secret Master ? 

Iuspector—I have passed from the 
square to the compasses: JT have seen the 
tomb of our respectful Master, Hiram 
Abiff, and shed tears at the same. 

Master—W nat is the hour? 

Inspector—The dawn of day has driven 
away darkness, and the great light begins 
to shine in this Lodge. 

_ Master raps seven, when all ths bre- 
thren rise. 

Master—If the great light is a toxen of 
the dawn of day, and we are all Secret 
Masters, it is timeto begin our labors, Bro- 
ther Adoniram, you will give notice that 
Jam about to open 3 Lodge of Secret 
Masters by the mysterious number. 

Adoniram proclaims this to the bre- 
thren, when the signs are given by thera 
from Entered Apprentice up to and in- 
cluding Royal Arch, and also that of Si- 
lence, which belongs to this degree, as 
follows : 

idaster places the two fore fingers of 
his right hand on his lips, and the bre- 
thren all answer this sign by each placing 
the two fore fingers of his left hand on 
his lips. 

AU clap their hands seven timer, 

Master—I declare this Lodge of Se. 
cret Masters open, and in order for bual- 
ness, Brother Grand Marshal, please to 
inform the Guards. 

When 2 candidate for this degree je to 
be admitted, he is prepared by the Mas- 
ter of Ceremonies in an outer room and 
led to the door of the Lodge, where seven 
distinct knocks are given, 
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Adoniram (goes to the door and knocks 
seven times, then, opens the door a little) 
—Who is thero? 

Master of Ceremonles—A brother, who 
fs well qualified, wishes to receivo the 
dogree of Secret Master. 

Adoniram—You will wait until the 
pleasuro of our Thrice Potent Mastor is 
consulted, 

Adoniram goes to Master In the east, 
and says, thdt a brother, well qualified, 
&c., desires to receive the degree of Se- 
cret Master. 

Master—Is his integrity, zeal and good 
conduct, duly vouched for? 

Adoniram—It is, 

Mastor—Let hlm be admitted 

Candidate is led in, and advances to 
the altar; his right knee on tho floor; 
head bound, and a square fastened on his 
forehead by the baudage; a great light 
in the right hand, A croWn of laurel and 
olive leaves lays upon the altar, 

The obligation is now administered. 
It enjoins secresy, and to obey tho or: 
ders and decrees of Council of Princes 
of Jerusalem, under penalties of all for- 
mer degrees. 

After the obligation, the Master (taklng 


the crown of laurel and olive from thef. 


altar) says—My brother, you..are now 
received as a Secret Master. 

The words and signs aré now given to 
the candidate. Tho words, até SHAD- 
DAY, ADONAI, and JUHA. The pass 
word is ZIZON, The sign is given by 
placing the two fore fingers 
of right hand on tho lips. 

The token is thus given: 

oia hands as in the Master 
{ason’s grip, (page 36,) at 
same time crossing the legs. 

Master to the candidate— 
Brother, you have hitherto 
only seen tho thick veil that 
covers the sanctum sancto- 
rum of God’s Temple; your 
fidelity, zeal and constancy 
have gained you the favor 
that I now grant of show- 
ing you our treasure, and 
jitroducing you into the 
receret place. 

Candidate is now inves- 
ted with the decorations of 
the degree, betors describ- 
ed, blue ribbon, scarf, &c. 

Biaster to candidate—As an approved 
Secrot Master you now take rank among 
tho Levites. In this quality you are to 
becorne the faithful guardian of tho sanc- 
tum sanctorum, and I put you in the 
uurober of seven, to be one of the con- 
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dactors of the works which are raising 
to the divinity. The cye upon your 
apron is to remind you to have a careful 
watch over the conduct cf the Craft in 
general. 

After the initiation, if there is no other 
business, the Master begins a lecture, 
prior to closing. 

Master to Aconiram-—Your duty as a 
Secret Master? 

Adoniram—To guard the sanctum 
sanctorum, and sacred furniture of the 
holy place. 

Master—What ls that furniture ? 

Adoniram—Thoe altar of incense, the 
two tables of shew-bread, and the golden 
candlesticks. 

Master—How aro thcy placed ? 

Adoniram—The altar of incense standg 
nearest the Sanctum Sanctorum, and tho 
tables and candlestlcks are placed, five 
òn the north, and vo on tho south of the 
holy place, 

Master—What is meant by the eye of 
our Lodge? 

Adoniram—That Secret Masters should 
keep a careful watch over the conduct of 
the Craft in general. 

Master—Whbat is your age? 
Adoniram—Tliree times twenty-seven, 
and accomplished, eighty-one. 

Master raps five, and Grand Marshal 
rises. 

Master—Brother Grand Marshal, whet 
is the last as well as the first care of a 
Lodge of Secret Masters ? 

Grand Marshal—To see that the Sanc- 
tum Sanctorum is duly guarded. 

Master—Pleaso attend to your duty, 
and inform the Guards that we are about 
to close this Lodge of Secret Masters by 
the mysterious number. 

Grand Marshal goes and informs the 
Guards, and returns and says—It is done 
Most Potent. 

Master raps six, Adoniram rises, 

Master—Brother Adoniram, what is 
the hour? 

Adoniram--The end of the day. 

Master—What remains to do? 

Adoniram—‘To practice virtue, fly from 
vice, and remain in sileuce. 

Master—Sinco there remains mothing 
to do but to practice virtue and fly vice, 
let us enter again into sjlence, that the 
will of God may’be accomplished. 

The signs are now given of Secresy 
and Silence, by placing the two fore-fin- 
gers on their lips, as in the opening, ard 
the brethren all clap their hands seven 
times, 

Master—TI declare this Lodge of Secret 
Masters duly closed, 
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PERFECT MASTER 





The Lodge is hung with green tapes- 
try, on eight columns, four on each side, 
placed at equal distances; illuminated 
with sixteen lights, placed at the four 
cardina! peints. A table stands before 
the canopy covered with black. A pyra- 
mid in the north with open compasses 
Onit. One at the south with a blazing 
star upon it. 

Right Worshipful and Respeetable 
Master, seated under a canopy in the 
east, represents Adoniram, he being the 
first of the seven who was chosen Secret 
Master by King Selomon. He command- 
ed the works of the Temple before Hi- 
ram Abiff arrivea at Jerusalem, and af. 
terwards had the inspection of the works 
at Mount Libanus. He is decorated with 
the ornaments of perfection, and is a 
Prince of Jerusalem. 

Warden sits in the west, and repre- 
gents Stolkyn as Grand Inspector, 

Master of Ceremonies represents Zer- 
bal, and is seated in the south. 

Grand Marshal in the north. 

The assistants, being at least Perfect 

fasters, Ought to be decorated with a 
large green ribbon hung to the neck, 
with a jewel suspeuded thereto, being 
compasses extended to sixty degrees, 

The brethren wear black robes and 
caps, and have aprons of white leather 
with green flaps; on the middle of the 
apron must be embrojdered a square 
stone, surrounded by three circles, with 
the letter J in the centre. 

On opening, the Master raps two. when 
the Grand Marshal rises. 

Master—Brother Grand Marshal, are 
we all Perfect Masters? 

Grand Marshal—We are, Right Wor- 
shipful and Respectable. 

Master—Your place in the Lodge? 

Marshal—In the north, Right Worship- 
ful and Respectable. 

Master—Your business there ? 

Marshal—To see that the Lodge is duly 
tyled. 

Master—Please to attend to your duty 
and inform the Tyler that we are about 
to open a Lodge of Perfect Masters. 
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Grand Marshal informs the Tyler, and 
then reports that the Lodge is duly ty1ed. 

Master raps three, and the Warden and 
Master of Ceremonies rise. 

Master—Brother Stolkyn, are you a 
Perfect Master? 

Warden—Il have seen the tomb of our 
respectable Master, Hiram Abiff, and 
have in company with my brethren shed 
tears at the same. 

Master—What is the hour? 

Warden—It is four. 

Master then knocks four, upon which 
all the brethren rise. 

Master—If it is four, it is time to set 
the workmen to labor. Give notiee that 
Iam going to open a Lodge of Perfect 
Masters by four times four. 

Warden gives notice, when the bretlie 
ren give the signs of all the degrees, with 
those of this one, hereafter explained. 

Master raps four, Warden four, Master 
of Ceremonies four, and Grand Marshal 
four—then all the brethren clap their 
hands four times four. 

Master—I declare this Lodge of Pers 
fect Masters open for business. Brother 
Marshal, please to inform the Tyler that 
the Lodge is open. 

Grand Marshal gocs and informs the 
Tyler, and returns to his seat and reports 
that the Lodge is duly tyled. 

When a candidate is to be advaneed to 
this degree, be puts on the dress of a Se- 
cret Master, and is prepared outside by 
the Master of Ceremonies, who places a 
green cord round his neck, a green sprig 
in his left hand, and leads him to tho 
door of the Lodge, where he gives four 
distinct knocks. 

Warden answers the knocks, and re- 
ports to the Master—Right Worshipful, 
while the Craft are engaged in lamenting 
the death of our Grand Master, Hirain 
Abif, an alarm is heard at the inner door 
of the Lodge. 

Master—Attend to the cause of it 

Warden orders the Tyler to open the 
door. Tyler raps four, and opens it; then 
reports to Warden, who reports to Mas- 
ter, that there is in the ante-chamber 4 
Secret Master, desirous of being raised lo 
this degree. 

Master--Is he worthy and qualified ? 

Warden—He is. 

Master—Let him be introduced Accords 
ing to the ancient due form. 

Candidate is then conducted into the 
Lodge by the Master of Ceremonies, and 


' brought before the Master. 


Master—What is your request ? 
Candidate—To receive the honorable 
degree of Perfect Master. 
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Master—Before you can be admitted 
to this privilege, it will be necessary for 
you to join the funeral procession of Hi- 
ram Abi ff 

Candidate is then conducted several 
times round the Lodge, the brethren join- 
ing in the procession, and singing a dirge 
from text-book, after which he passes to 
the tomb of Hiram Abiff, joined by the 
Maater, (personating King Solomon.) 

Master (looking at inscription J. M. B. 
on the tomb, and making sign of admira- 
tion)—It is accomplished and complete. 

The brethren now 
make the same sign 
of admiration, viz.: 
raise hands and eyes 
upward, and then Jet 
the arms fall crossed 
upon the abdomen, 
looking downwards, 

Master and breth: 
ren now resume their 
proper places, while 
the Master of Cere. 
monics instructs the 
candidate haw to ap- 
proach the east, and 
to take upon himself 
the obligationinthig < x 
degree, as follows: by four times four 
steps from a pair of compasses, extended 
from an angle of seven to that of sixty 
degrees Candidate then takes the obti. 
gation, which enjoins secrexy, avd to 
obey the orders and decrees of Council of 
the Princes of Jerusalem, under penalties 
in all former degrees, and of being smit- 
ten to the earth with a setting maul, &c. 

Master (drawing green cord from can- 
didate’s neck)—I now draw you from 
your vicious life, and, by the favor I 

ave received from the most powerful of 
Kings, I raise you to the degree of Petfect 
Master, on condition 
that you strictly ad- 
here to what shall 
be presented to you 
by our laws, 

The Master now 
instructs the candi- 
date in all the signs, 
words, tokens and 
history of this de- 
gree, as follows: 

First sign~Place 
the palm of the left 
hand upon the right 
temple, at the samo 
time stepping back 
with the right foot; 
then bring tho foot 
forward again, and 
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let tho right arm fall perpendicularly on 
the right side. This alludes to the pen- 
alty of being smitten down with a maul 

Second sign is that of admiration— 
Raise the hands and eyes upwards, as in 
the engraving, then let the hands fall 
crossed in front, at the samo time casting 
the eyes downwards. 

The pass-word is ACCASSIA. 

The token is that of a Mark Master 
given on the five points of fellowship, 
{page 42.} Mysterious word, JEVA, pro- 
nounced Je-vau. 

Master then invests candidate with the 
jewel and apron of a Perfect Master, and 
informs him that the jewel should romind 
him to measur his conduct by the exact 
rule of equity. 

Master then instructs candidate in the 
history of the degree, as follows: 

After the body of Hiram Abiff had been 
found, Solomon requested Adoniram to 
make suitable arrangements for his burial. 
The brethren were ordered toattend with 
white aprons and gloves, and he forbade 
that the marks of blood, which had been 
spilled in the Temple, should be effaced 
untilthe assassins had been punished. In 
the mcantime, Adoniram furnished a plan 
fora superb tomb and obelisk of white 
and blaek marble, which were finished in 
nine days. The tomb was entered by 
passing between two pillars, supporting 
asquare stone surrounded by three cir- 
cles. On the stone was engraved the let- 
ter J. On the tomb was a device repre- 
senting & virgin, &c., (as in third degree.) 
The heart of Hiram Abiff was enclosed 
in a golden urn, which was pierced with 
a sword to denote the desire of the bre- 
thren to punish the assassins. A trian- 
gular stone was affixed to the side of the 
urn, and on it were the letters J. M. B. 
surrounded by a wreath of cassia. This 
urm was placed on the top of the obe- 
lisk which was erected on the tomb. 
Three days after the interment, Solomon 
repaired with his court to the Temple, 
and all the brethren being arranged ay 
at the fumera), he directed his prayer to 
heaven, examined the tomb and the in- 
scription on the urn: struck with admi- 
ration, he raised his hands and eyes to 
heaven, and sald In the joy of his heart 
“It is accomplished and complete.” 

In closing the Lodge, the Master raps 
tivo, as in the opening, when the Grand 
Marshal rises. 

Master— The last as well as the first. 
care of a Perfect Master? &c. 

The Master continues, and asks all the 


PERIECT MASTER, 


; | questions as in opening, and then declares 
the Lodge duly closed. 
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Tho Lodge is hung in black, spangled 
with white tears, and represents the Hall 
of Audience of King Solomon. It should 
be lighted with three candlebras, each 
with nine branches, and each containing 
a oundle-—one in the east, one in the west, 
and one in the south. 

Most illustrious Mester, representing 
King Solomon, end Hiram, King of Tyrs, 
gcatod tn the Lall of audience in the east, 
bohind a triangular table on which is a 
scroll and two cross swords. They wear 
long blue robes and caps, and their aprons 
are white, lined and bordered with red, 
aud a scroll and golden triangle on each 
e=the letters APP in the corners of the 
triangle: a red ribbon, with a golden 
triangle suspended, same letters engraved 
on each corner, which is the jewel in this 
degree: white gloves, bordered with red. 

Master raps nine, Grand Marshal riseg. 

Master—Aro all Intimate Secretaries? 

Marshal—We ara, Most Illustrious. 

IMiaster—Your place, Brother Grand 
Marshel ? 

Marshal—In thè ante-chamber, at the 
head of the Guards, Most Lilustrious, 

Master— Your business there ? 

Marshal—To gee that the hall of audi- 
ence is duly guarded, 

Master— How are we guarded? 

Marshal—By & full guard of Perfect 
Masters, 

Master—I appoint Brother Terbe) Lieu- 
tenant of the Guards to aid youin your 
duties: repair to bard station, and see 
that none approac 

The brethren now fall, each on his 
right knee, and they cross their hands 
aud hold them up so that the thumb of 
the right hand touches the left temple, 
and left thumb the right temple, when 
each speaks the word JEVA in a low 
voice, pronouncing it Je-vau, and repeats 
it three times, 

Master raps twice nine. 

Hiram rises, and, together with thé 
brethren, make all the signs up to this 
one, and then tha signs of this degree as 
hereafter explained. 

{In the Inetiable Degrees, when the 
Bicns are given, they begin with Entered 
Apprentice, and go usually up to Master 
Mason, when they skip over to Secret 
Master, tho first of the Ineffable grade. j 

Master raps three times nine, and de- 
clares the Lodge open for the dispatch of 
business, 

Grand Marshal places a triple triangle 
en the Bible, which lays on the altar. 

When a candidate is to be advanced to 
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this degree, he is placed by the Lieuten- 
ant of the Guards outside the veil vor 
door of the hall of audience, which is left 
partly open, or drawn, and is directed to 
listen to what is going on inside. 

Hiram turns nis head, sees candidate, 
and speaks to Master in an agitated maue 
ner—My brother, there is a listener! 

Master—It is impossible, sinco tke 
guards are without. 

Hiram, (rushing to the door, and drag- 
ging candidate in)—Here he is! 

Master-—- What shall we do with him? 

Hiram (drawing his sword)—We must 
kill him. 

Master leaves his seat and goes to Hi- 
ram, places his hand on Hiram’s, and 
says—-Stop, brother. 

Master raps nine, and Guards enter 
and salute him, 

Master—Take this prisoner, keep him 
secure, and let him be forthcoming when 
called for, 

Guards go out with prisoner, leaving 
Master and Hiram alone a few minutes, 

Master raps nine, and Guards bring in 
candidate and take seats near the foot or 
the triangle in the east, 

Master to candidate—I have, by my 
entreaties, prevailed upon my worthy 
ally, Hiram, King of Tyre, whom your 
vain curiosity had offended, to remit the 
sentence of death which he pronounced 
upon you. I have not only obtaincd 
your pardon, but baye gaincd his con- 
gent to receive you an Intimate Secro, 
tary to the alliance we have contracted, 
Do you promise to keep inviolate the 
secrets entrusted to you in this degree, 
and will you take an obligation for that 
purpose, in the most solemn manner? 

Cundidate—I promise, and will take 
the obligation. is tos 

The obligation in this degree is now 
administered. Candidate kneels before 
the altar, and promises to obey the man- 
dates and decrees of the Grand Council 
of Princes of Jerusalem, under penalty 
of having his body dissected, his bowels 
and vitals taken out, his heart cut to 
pieces, and the whole thrown out to be 
devoured by the wild beasts of the field 

Master (raising up candidate from his: 
knees)—I now receive you an Intimate 
Secretary, on your promise to be faithrul 
to the Order in which you have just pow 
entered. We hope, brother, that your 
fidelity will be proof to every trial, and 
that this sword, with which we arm you, 
will defend you from the attacks of thora 
who may try to extort from you those 
secrets which we are now about to con 
fer upon you 
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Master then instructs candidate in the 
signs, pass-word, &c., ag follows: 

First sign—Closoe the 
right hand, and draw it 
from the left shoulder 
to the right hip. Ital 
Indes to the penalty of 
dissecting tho body, &e. 

Second sign—~Cross 

rour arms in front, and 
old up your hands so 
that the right thumb 
touches the left temple, 
and yourleft thumb the 
right temple, and sperk 
in a low voico JEVA— 
pronouncing it Je-vau. 
This is the mysterious 
word. 

Grip—Join the right 
hands, and turn them 
downward thrice, say- 
ing, the first time, Berith—second timo, 
Nedir—and tho third time, Shelemoth. 

Pass-words—Joabert-—response, Ter- 
bel, being tho names of the listener, and 
tho Licutenant of the Guards. 

Master now invests candidate with the 
jowel and apron of this degree, and says: 

Master—Brother, tho color of your 
ribbon is intended to remind you of the 
blood of Hiram Abiff, tho last drop of 
which he chose to spill, rather than be- 
tray his trust; may you be equally faith- 
ful. The triplo trianglo is emblematical 
of the three theological virtues, faith, 
hope, and charity ; it is also emblemati- 
cal of tho threo Masons who wero pres- 
ent at the opening of the first Lodge of 
Intimate Secretaries, to wit: Solomon, 
King of Israel; Hiram, King of Tyre, 
nud Joabort, a favorite Master Mason in 
the employ of King Solomon. 

This closes the initiation, The meet- 
ing is closed with a lecture, as in the 
other degrees, The Master asks tha 
questions as to the organization and ini- 
tiation in this degree, tho Grand Marshal 
answering, 

Xn closing the Lodge, the Master raps 
nine, and Grand Marshal rises, when ho 
ia interrogated as to tho general duties of 
Intimate Secretary, whether the place is 
duly guarded, &c., as in the opening. 
Hie then notifies the Lieutenant of the 
Guards that he is about to elose, and di- 
rects him to repair to his station, and at- 
tend to giving the signs, &e. 

Master raps twice nine, Hiram rises, 
and the signs are given from those of 
this degreo backward. 

Master raps three times nine, and do- 
clares the Lodge to be duly closed. 





INTIMATE SECRETARY. 137 


PROVOST AND JUDGE, 


Tho Lodgo in this degree is hung wlth 
red tapestry, and five candlebras aro 
placed therein, cach with five lights. 
One light is placed in each corner, and 
the fifth in the centro, 

Thrice Illustrious Master, representing 
Tito Zadoc, Princo of Harodim, is seated 
in the east under a bluo eanopy snr- 
rounded with stars. Prince Tito was the 
eldest of the Perfect Grand Masters, and 
Intimate Secretary. He was First Grand 
Warden, and inspector of the three hun- 
dred arehitocts who drew plans for tho 
workmen. 

Grand Marshal sits in the north. 

Senior and Junior Wardens represent 
Adoniram and Abda, his father, and ure 
seated in the West. 

Tho brethren wear black robes and 
caps: white apron trimmed with red, 
and a red and white rosette, pocket in 
centro, in which to carry plans; on the 
flap, a gold key: ared collar, from which 
is suspended a gold key, tho jewel of this 
degree. 

In opening, the Master raps three, 
when the Grand Marshal rises, 

Master—Brother Grand Marshal, are 
wo all Provosts and Judges? 

Marshal—We are, Thrice Illustrious. 

Master—Y our placo in the Lodge? 

Marshal—In the north. 

Master—Y onr business there ? 

Marshal—To see that the middle cham- 
ber is duly tyled. 

Master—Attend to your duty, and in- 
form the Tyler that we are about to open 
this Lodge of Provosts and Judges. 

Marshal goes and informs the Tyler 
outside the door, and returns to his place. 

Master raps four, and the Wardens 
both rise. 

Master—Brother Juntor Warden,vvhero 
is the Master placed? 

Junior Warden—HEverywhere. 

Master—Why so? 

Junior Warden—To superintend the 
workmen, direct the work, and render 
justice to every man. 

Master to Senior Warden—Vhat is the 
hour ? 

Senior Wardon—Break of day: eight, 
two and seven. 

Master raps five, and brothren all rise. 

Master—{t is time to begin our labors; 
take notico that I am about to open a 
Lodge of Provosts and Judges by four 
and one, 

Tho brethren give all the signs, up to 
Intimate Secretary, and then the signs 
of this degree, hereafter ozplained, 
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Master, two Wardens, and Grand Mar- 
shal each rap four and one in succession, 
gnd the brethren clap four and one with 
their hands, when the Master declares 
the Lodge duly opened. 

If a candidate ix to be advanced, he 
is prepared outside by the Master of 
Ceremonies, who conducts him to the 
door and knocks four and one. 

Senior Warden to Master (rising)— 
Thrice Illustrious, while the Provosts 
and Judges are here engaged in render- 
ing justice to all men without distinction, 
an alarm is heard at the coor of the lodge, 

Master—-Attend to the cause of it, 

Senior Warden goes to the door; raps 
four and ono, partly opens the door, and 
inquires who is there. Master of Cere- 
monies informs him that a brother duly 
qualified craves the honor of a gegt 
among the Provosts and Judges, 

Senior Warden—By what further right 
does he claim this honor? 

Master of Ceremonies—By the right of 
a pass. [Whispers Tito.) 

Senior Warden—The pass is right. 
You will wait until our Thrice JUustri- 
ous Master is informed of your request, 
and his answer retuned. 

Senio? Warden goes and-informs the 
Master that a brother is without who de. 
sires a seat with the Provosts and.Judges. 

Master—You will seo that he is well 
examined, and if found worthy, intro- 
duce him in due and ancient form, 

Senior, Warden goes and directs tho 
Master of Ceremonies to examine him 
furtber, and then introduce him He 
then resumes his seat. 

Master of Ceremonies ‘conducts candi- 
date to the south-west corner of the 
Lodge, where funder instruction] be 
kneels on his right knee and -pronounces 
the word Beroke, 

Master—Kumi, {meaning rise.) 

Candidate rises, and is conducted three 
times round the Lodge,.at the same time 
giving the signs in the previous degrees. 
Iie is then led to the altar, and takes the 
obligation in this degree, which is the 
same as that in Perfect Master, with the 
addition that he will justly and impar- 
tially decide all matters of difference be- 
tween brethren.of this degree, if in his 
power to do‘so, under penalty of being 

unished as an unjust judge, by having 

ig nose cut off. 

Master now gives candidate tho signs, 
tokens and words as follows: 

First sign—Place the two first fingers 
of your right hand up to the side of the 
nose, the thumb under the chin, forming 
@ square with the fingers and thumb. 
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Second sign, or response—Place first 
finger of right hand ou tip of the nose, 
and the thumb under the chin, 

TYoken—Clench tho three first fingers 
of the right hand over the thumb, and 
join hands by interlacing the little fin. 
gers. In some Lodges the hands aro 
kept open while the little fingers -are 
locked, and each tapa the other sevex 
times with his thumb in the palm. 

Pass-word is TITO: other words aro 
Jova, Civi, Ky, Hiram, Stokin, Q come 
tros, Xinchen, Yzire, Ivan, &c, i 

Master invests candidate with the jew 
el, apron and gloves of this degree, and 
addresses him as follows: 

Respectable Erother, it gives mo joy, 
that I am now about to recompense. &c. 
This key opens a small ebony box, in 
whieh are contained the plans for the 
building of the Temple, and this key 
opens a small ivory box containing all 
the keys of the Temple. I clothe you 
with e white apron, lined with red, bav- 
ing a pocket in its centre, and in which 
you are intended to carry the plans for 
the building of the Temple, that they 
may be laid out on the tressel-board for 
the use of the workmen when wanted, 
I also give you a balance in equilibrio, 
as a badge of yonr office. Let it remind 
you of that equity of judgment which 
should characterize your decisions. 

Master gives candidate a rap on each 
shoulder and says—By the power with 
which I am invested, I constitute you 
Provost and Judge over all tho works 
and workmen of the Temple. Be im- 
partial, just, prudent, discreet, and emer- 
cifuL Go salute the Junior and Senior 
Wardens as a Provost and Judge, ang 
return here for further instruction. 

This closes the initiation. 

The Leeture is then given, in two sec: 
tions. The first recapitulates the initia- 
tion. The second is historical of the de 
gree, as follows: 

Master—W hat did you observe in the 
middle chamber, 

Senior Warden—A curtain, hehind 
which was suspended a smali ebony .box 
containing the plans for the constructicn 
of the Temple. 

Master—VV hat else did you see? 

Senior Wardeu—A triangle enclosing 
the letters G. A. 

Master—— Their meaning and use ? 

Senior Warden—Grand Architect, and 
are designed to make us remember him 
in all our decisions and actions. 

Master—Did you see any thing more? 

Senior Warden—I saw the letters I. H, 
S. wit the sprig of cassia. 
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Master—What is meant thereby ? 

Senior Warden—Imitate Hiram’s Si- 
lence, and Justice, Humanity and So- 
crecy, which are designed to teach Pro- 
vosts and Judges that while their decisions 
are just, they should be tempered with 
bumanity, or mercy, and that all differ- 
ences which ‘may ariso among the Craft, 
should be kept secret from the world. 

Master—What was the intcntion of 
Solomon in instituting this degree ? 

Senior Warden—To strengthen the 
means of preserving order among such a 
vast number of workmen; the duty of 
Provosts and Judges being, to decide all 
differences arising among tho brethren. 

Master—Who was the firgt that was 
made Provost and Judge ? 

Senior Warden—Joabcrt, being honor- 
ed with the intimate confidence of King 
Solomon, reccived this new mark of dis- 
tinction. Solomon frst created Tito, 


Adoniram, and Abda, his father, Pro f 


vosts and Judges, and gave them orders 
to initiate Joabert into the mysteries of 
this degree, and to give him ull the kcys 
of the Temple, which wero inclosed in a 
small ivory box suspended in the Senc- 
tum Sanctorum, under a rich canopy. 
When Joabert was first admitted into 
this sacred place, he involuntarily feH in 
a knecling posture, and said, Beroke; 
Solomon sceing him, said Kumi, (rise.) 

Master— Whence came you as a Pro- 
vost and Judge? 

Senior Warden—I came from, and am 
going everywhere. 

Master in closing the Lodge, raps three, 
and Grand Marskal rises. 

Master—The last as well as the first 
care of a Provost and Judge? 

Marshal—To sco that the middle cham- 
ber is duly tyled. 

Master—Attend to your duty, and in- 
form the Tyler that we are about to 
close this Lodge of Provosts and Judges 
by four and one, 

Marshal gocs and inforras the Tyler 

Master raps four, and Wardens rise, 

Mastcr-—-\Vhat is the hour ? 

Scnior Warden—Break of day—eight, 
two and seven. 

Master—Brother Junior, how so? 

Junior Warden—Because Provostg and 
Judges should be ready at all times to 
render justice to all men. 

Master raps four and one, and brethren 
all rise and give the signs from this dc- 
erce back to Entered Apprentice. 

Master raps four and one, then cach 
oficer four and one, and the brethren 
clap four and one with their hands, when 
tho Master declares the Lodge closed, 
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INTENDANT OF THE BUILDING, 
OR, L B, 


A Lodge fn this degree fs hung with 
red, and has three candiebras of nine 
lights each, and an additional one with 
five lights in the east. It shonld algo 
have an iluminatcd transparent triangle 
in the east, with a circle in the centre of 
it, and the letters J A I N around the cir. 
cle, and three Js on a blazing star in iis 
centre. 

Thrice Potent Master (represents Kinz 
Solomon,) is seatcd in the east, dressed 
in royal roves, with crov7n and sceptre., 

Thrice Wiustrious Inspector, or Senior 
Warden, (representing Tito Zadoc,) in 
the west. 

Junior Warden (representing Adoni- 
ram, eon of Abda,) is the Conductor. and 
is seated in the south. 

Grand Marshal in the north. 

“he junior officcrs and brethren are 
dressed in black robes and caps: white 
apron lined with red and bordered witb 
green; on the apron is a star with nine 
points, a sprig of cassia, and a balance; 
it also has a triangular flap with the let. 
ters B A J, one at each angle. The col. 
lar is a broad red ribbon, from which ig 
suspended a golden triangle with tho 
same letters in each corner, and J J J in 
the centre: on the reverse side three Js 
in the corners and letter G in the centre. 

In opening, Thricc Potent Master rapa 
three, and Grand Marshal rises, 

Master—Brother Grand Marshal, are 
we all L Bs. ? 

Marshal—We are, Thrice Potent. 

Master—-Your place in the Lodge? 

Marsbal—In the north. 

Master—yYour business there ? 

Marshal—To see the Lodge duly tyled. 

Master—Attend to your duty, and in- 
form the brethren that wo are about to 
open 2 Lodge of I. B. by the number five. 

Marshal proclaims to the Lodge what 
the Master has ordcred. 

Master raps four, and Wardens rise, 

Master— Brother Senior Warden, what 
is the hour? 

Senior Warden—Break of day. 

Master raps five, and brethren all rise 

Master—If it is break of day, itis time 
to begin our labors; Brother Senior 
Warden, you will give notice that I am 
about to open a Lodge of I. B. 

Senior Warden proclaims that it is 
break of day, and that our Thrice Po- 
tent Master is about to open a Lodge, &c. 

The signs aro now given by the bre- 
thren as in the other degrces, and then 
tauose of this degree, hereafter described 


PROVOST AND JUDGE 
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All the offcors now rap five, and the 
brethren clap five with their hands, when 
the Master declares the Lodge to be duly 
opened. 

A candidate admitted to this degree 
ropresents Joabert, and is introduced as 
follows: 

Master raps seven, and Senior War- 
zu rises, when the Master sayse—My 
ezcellent brother, how sball we repair 
the loss of our worthy Hiram Abiff? he 
ły now removed froin us, and we are 
thereby deprived of his counsel and ser- 
vices: ean you give me any advice in 
this important matter? 

Senior Warden--The method I would 
propose, would be to select a chief from 
the five Orders of Architecture, upon 
whom we may confer the degree of I. B. 
and by his assistance fil the secret cham- 
ber of the third story. 

Master—I approve of your adviec, and 
to convince vou of my readiness to fol- 
low it, I appoint you and Brother Ado- 
niram to carry the same into exceution. 
Excellent brothers, let Adoniram gio into 
the middie chamber and see if hé ean 
find a chief of the five Orders of Arebi- 
tecture. 

Junior Warden goes out of the Lodge 
{nto the ante-chamber, and finding the 
candidate, thus addresses him: 

Junior Warden—Is there here a chief 
of the five Orders of Architecture ? 

Candidate—I am one, 

Junior Warden—Ly dear brother, have 
you the zeal to apply yourself with at. 
tention to that which our Thriee Potent 
Master shall request of you? 

Candidate—I have, and will comply 
with his request, add raise this edifice to 
his honor and glory. 

Junior Warden—-Give me the signs, 
words and tokens of preeeding degrees, 

Candidate gives them. 

Junior Warden then conduets eandi- 
date to the door of the Lodge, and gives 
five distinet knoeks. 

Senior Warden (irside) rises and says 
—Thriee Potent, we are disturbed in 
our deliberations by an alarm at the in- 
ner door of the secret chamber, 

Master—See to the eause of the alarm. 

Senior Warden goes to the door, raps 
five, partly opens it, and says--Who 
comes there? 

Junior Warden—A chief of the five 
Orders of Architecture, who is to. be em- 
ployed in works of the seeret chamber. 

Senior Warden—By what further right 
does he claim admittance ? 

Junior Warden—By the right and bon- 
efit of a pays-word. 
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Senior Warden—Give it to me. 

Junior Warden—Sonabim, [pronounce 
ed Bo-nau-heera.] 

Senior Warden—You will wait until 
our Thrice Potent Master is informed of 
the request, and his answer returned. 

Senior Warden now repairs to the east, 
and informs Master of what has occurred 
at the door. 

Master—Let Joabert be introduced ‘n 
due form. 

Senior Warden goes and opens the 
door and admits the eandidate, who is 
condueted to the altar, when (uncer in- 
struetion) he reeedes five steps, and then 
advanees to the altar again by Ave regu- 
lar steps. 

Junior Warden then lays down the 
candidate, and Senior Warden puts a 
sprig of cassia in his right hand, in which 
position (lying prostrate) he takes'the ob- 
ligation in this degree. 

The obligation enjoins secrecy, and 
obedience to orders of the Grand Coun- 
cil of Prinees of Jerusalem, under pevn- 
alty of having his eyes put out, body cut 
in two, and bowels taken out. 

Master to eandidate—Your present 
posture is that of a dead man, and is de- 
signed to remind you of the fate of our 
worthy Hiram Abiff. I shall now raise 
you in the same manner he was raised, 
under the sprig of eassia. [Master raises 
him by the Master Mason's grip.) By 
your being raised, our hope is signified, 
that in some measure you will repair his 
loss, by imitating his bright example. 

Master now gives eandidate the signa, 
token and pass-word in this degree, as 
follows: 

First sign is that of surprise~ Place 
the thumbs on the temples, the hands 
open and resting on the forehead so as 
to form a square: step back two paces, 
then forward two paees, then lower the 
hands till they touch the eyelids, and 
pay BENCHORIM. 

Second sign is one of admiration—In- 
terlace the fingers, turn the palms up. 
ward above the head, let the banda fall 
on the wrist, (being still interlaeed,) look 
upward and say, ACHARD, or HAKAR 

Third sign is that of grief, and is given 
by two at the same time—-Place the right 
hand on the heart, the left on the left hip, 
balance thrice with the knees—one says 
KY, the other replies, JEA. Instead of 
these words, some substitute the words 
CHAI, and JAH, (the Lord liveth.) _ 

Token—Strike a light blow with the 
right hand over the heart, pass hands to 
the middle of the fore-arm, placing left 
hands on the elbow; this is repeateg 
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threes times, one brother saying JAKINAIL, 
and the other responding JUDAH. 

The pass-word is JUDAH, and the 89- 
cred word JAKINAL 

Master now invests candidate with the 
apron, gloves and jewel of this degree, 
aud thus addresses him :—I decorate you 
with a red ribbon, to be worn crossing 
thu breast from the right shoulder to the 
left hip, to which is suspended a triangic 
fastened with green ribbon. [ also pre- 
sent you With a white apron, lined with 
red, and bordered with green. The red 
is emblematical of that zeal which should 
characterize you as an I. of B., and the 
green, of the hepe we entertain that you 
will supply the place of our lamented 
Hiram ADM, 

The first section of the closing lecture 
in this degree recapitulates the initia 
tion; the second section is as follows: 

Master—Are you an Intondant of the 
Building ? 

Senior Warden--I have made the five 
steps of exactness; I have penetrated 
the inmost part of the Temple; and I 
have seen the great light, in the middle 
of which were threo mysterious letters, 
or characters, in Hebrew, without know- 
ing what they meant. 

Master—How came you to be received 
therein ? 

Senior Warden—By confessing my ig- 
norance. 

Master—Why were you received? 

Senior Warden—To point out to me 
the darkness in which I was, and to pro- 
cure mo a true light to regulate my 
heart, and regulate my understanding. 

Master—Where were you introduced? 

Senior Warden—In a place full of 
wonder and beauty, where truth and 
wisdom reside, 

Master—W hat was your duty ? 

Senior Warden--l'o superintend tho 
work, 

Master-~Why were you mado to wslik 
backward and forward in the Lodge ? 

Senier Warcen—To show me, that, iu 
advancing to virtua, I sheuld set human- 
ity in opposition to tho price so natural 
to us. 

Master—Woaat did you see there in the 
Lodge? 

Senior Warden—A triangle enclosing 
a circle, having on its circumference the 
letters J. A. L N. and in its centre the 
letters J. J. J. l ; 

Master—What is signified by tho circle 
in the triangle? 

Scnior Wardon—The oternity of the 
powers of God, which batb neither be- 
fanning nor eud 
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Master—-What ig signified by the let- 
ters J. A. EL N.? 

Senior Warden—They are the initials 
ef the tour Hebrew words, Jad, Ail, Jot- 
gare, and Nogah, which are oxpressive of 
four attributes of the Deity; power, om- 


nipresence, creation, and splendor, 


Measter—What is signified by the let 
ters J. J. J.? 

Senicr Warden—Jah, Jokayn, and Ji- 
reb, {‘‘ The Lord, the Creator seeth.”} 

Master—W hat else did you see? 

Senior Warden—A blazing star with 
five beams, in the centre of which ap- 
peared the letter J. 

Master— What signify the five beams? 

Senior Warden—The five equal lights 
of Masonry, the Bible, the square, the 
compasaes, the key, and the triangle. 

Master—-What i3 signified by the let 
ter J. 

Senior Warden—lIt is the initial of the 
ineffable name, as known by us. 

Master—Are you in darkness ? 

Senior Warden—INo, tho blazing star is 
my guide. 

Master—What is your age ? 

Senior Warden—2X7, or 5, 7 and 15. 

Master—To what do those three num» 
bers allude ? 

Senior Warden—To the five chiefs of 
the five Orders of Architecture, to seven 
cubits, which was the breadth of the 
golden candlestick with seven branches, 
and the fifteen Fellow Crafts, who con- 
spired against the life of our Grand Mas- 
ter, Hiram Abiff. 

in closing, the Master raps three, when 
Grand Marshal rises. 

Master-—-Brother Grand Marshal, the 
last as well asthe first care of I. of B.? 

Marshal—To see that the Ledge is duly 
tyled, Thrice Potent. 

Master—Aittend to your duty, and ir- 
form the brethren that we are about to 
clogs this Lodge of L B. 

Master raps four, and Wardens rise. 

Masier~-Brother Senior Warden, whan 
isthe hour ? 

Senior Warden—Seven et night. 

taster raps five, the brethren all rise 

Master—Ags it is soven set night, itið 
time to retire: Brother Junior Warden 
give notice that I am going to close this 
Lodge of intendant of the Bullding. 

The signs are now given—first those of 
thia degree, then the others in rotation 
back to Entered Apprentice. 

Mastor raps five, Junior Warden raps 
seven, Senior Warden fifteen, and the 
brethren clap their hands five, seven and 
fifteen alternately. when the Master de- 
clares the Lodge closed. 
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MASTER'S ELECT OF NINE, 


Nome of the Societies call this degree 
“Elected Knights of Nine,” but we have 
given its Original name according to the 
French Bituals. It is founded on the 
award of punishment to the principal 
murderer of Hiram Abiffi After that 
murder was perpetrated, a great assem- 
biy of Masters was convened to take 
measures to apprehend the murderers, 
A stranger came and disclosed the fact 
that he had discovered a person conceal- 
edin a cave near Joppa, who answered 
the description of one of the supposed 
murderers. Solomon appointed nine Mas- 
ters to proceed to the spot with the stran- 
get as guide. On their way, Joabert, one 
of the nine, learned from the guide the 
location of the cavern, and he made his 
way there apart from the rest, where, 
by the light of a lamp, he discovered the 
murderer fast asleep, with a poinard at 
his feet. He took the poinard and stab- 
bed him, frat in the head, and then in the 
heart. The villain exclaimed, ‘ Yen- 
geance is taken!” and then expired. Jo- 
Sbert then cut off the murderer's head, 
and, takingit in his hand, and the bloody 
knits in the other, returned to Jerusalem 
with his companions. Solomon was at 
first offended at this summary vengeance. 
but at the intercession of the -others ho 
became retonciled 

The meeting is called a Chapter, and 
represents the audienco chamber of King 
Solomon, hung with red and white hang- 
ings—-the red representing flames. There 
is a group of nine lights in the east, and 
ome in the west. 

Master (representing King So!-mon, 
gad dressod in royal robes) eits in the 
east before a table covered with black, 
aud ig styled Most Potent. 
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There is only one Warden, who repre- 
sents Stolkyn, and is called the Inspec 
tor, he sits in the west, with seven bre- 
thren around him. 

Grand Marshal sits in-the north, 

The Inspector and brethren are dresge 
ed in black robes, and with their hats 
flapped. They wear white aprons sprin.- 
kled with blood red, and lined and bor- 
dered with black; on the flap of the 
apron a bloody arm, holding a dagger, 
and on the apron a bloody arm holding a 
bloody head by the hair. They also wear 
scarfs of wide black ribbon from the left, 
shoulder to the right hip, with four ra“ 
settes near the extremity in front, four 
behind, and cne at the bottom, to which 
is attached the Jewel of the Order, viz., 
a gold-handied dagger. with silver blads. 

The brethren sit with knees crossed, 
and lean their heads on their right hands, 

Most Potent Master raps seven, when 
the Grand Marshal rises. 

Naster—Brother Grand Marshal, are 
we all Masters Elect ? 

Marshal—We are, Most Potent. 

Master—Your place in the Chapter? 

Marshal—In the north. 

Master—Your business there ? 

Marshal—To see that the Chapter is 
duly guarded, 

Master—Please to inform the Sentine} 
that we are about to open a Chapter of 
Masters Elect, and charge him to keep 
guard accordingly. 

Marshal goes to the door, informs the 
Sentinel, and returns to his post. 

Master raps eight, and Inspector rises. 

Master—Brother Stolkyn, are you a 
Marter Elect? 

juspector—One cavern received ro, 
one lamp gave me light, and one foun- 
tain refreshed me. 

Master—W bat ia the hour? 

inspector—-Break of day. 

Master raps eight and one, and the 
companions all rise, 

Master—If it is break of day, it is time 
to open a Chapter of Masters Elect, 


‘Brother Stolkyn, you will inform the 


companions that we are about.to opena 
Chapter of Masters Elect of Nine, for 
the dispatch of bneiness, and I will thank 
them for their assistance. 

Inspector repeats this order, when the 
brethren give the sigus up to and in- 
cluding those of this degree, hereafter 
described. 

Master raps eight and one, which is re- 
peated by the Inspector and Marshal, and 
all the companions clap ¢ight and one 
with their hands, when the Master de 
clares the Chapter duly open. 
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If a candidate is to be admitted, he is 
prepared in an outer room by one of the 
companions, who is detailed as Master of 
Ceremouies, and who hoodwinks him, 
couduets him to the door of the Chapter, 
and raps eight and one. 

Inspector raps the same from the in- 
side, and demands—VWVho comes there ? 

Master of Ceremories—A companion, 
who is desirous of going in search of the 
assassins of Hiram Abiff. 

Inspector opens tho door, and the can- 
didate is led in and placed in the west 
behind the Inapector’s seat. 

Master to candidate—W hat do you de- 
sire of us? 

Candidate—To be installed as a Master 
Elect, and avenge the death of our late 
Grand Master, Hiram Abiff. 

Master—Have you tho courage to re- 
wenge his death ? 

Candidate—I have. 

Master—Then you shall have the op- 
portunity. 

Can didate—I am ready. 

Master—You shall now be shown tho 
place where one of the murderers lies 
concealed: a stranger has diseovered it 
to me, and if you have the resolution, 

follow the stranger. 
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Candidate—I will follow. 

Master of Ceremonies leads candidate 
out, and through several passages, or 
rough roads, and then into a room lighted 
by a single taper, seats him on a block, 
representing a stone, and says—I am 
now going to leave you: after I havo 
gone you can remove the bandage from 
your eyes and drink some water from 
the spring to refresh yourself after so 
fatiguing a journey. 

Candidate removes the bandage, and 
discovers 2 basin of water with a tum- 
bler beside it. He is also astonished to 
seo a human head lying on the floor, and 
a bloody knife, or poinard, beside it. 
The Master of Ceremonies returns and 
direets candidate to take up the knifo in 
his right hand and the head in his left. 

Candidate takes them and (under in- 
struetion) goes to the door of the Chap- 
ter and raps cight and one. 

Master of Ceremonies (who has gone 
in, and raps eight and one from inside)— 
Who comes there—what do you want? 

Candidate—An Intendant of the Build- 
ing, who desires to enter this Chapter of 
Masters Elect of Nine. 

Master of Ceremonies—By what right 
do you claim this privilege ? 
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Candidate—I have performed a featlion answers by putting his hand to his 
for the honor of the Craft, which I hope | forehead as if fecling the wound, Strike 


will entitle me to receive this degree. 


at the breast as though plunging in a 


Master of Ceremonies orders him to] poinard, crying NEKUM, (vengeance :) 
wait until the Most Potent is apprised of | companion answers by pressing his hand 


his wish, and his answer returned. 

Master of Cercmonies informs the In- 
epector, Stolkyn, who informs the Mas- 
ter of what has occurred at the door. 

Master ordcrs candidate to be admit- 
ted, when he comes forward towards the 
altar with eight quick steps and one slow 
one, holding the head in one hand and 
brandishing the knife in the other. The 
ninth step brings him to the front of the 
altar, when he falls on his knees, 

Master (speaking fiercely)— Wretch ! 
what have you done? Do you not know 
that by this rash act, you have deprived 
me of the opportunity of making a pub- 
lic example of the vile assassin? Stol- 
kyn, let him be immediately put to death. 

The companions alli fall on their knees, 
and one of them addresses the Master- 
Most Potent, wo ask forgiveness for our 
worthy companion: his offence was but 
a mistaken zeal for the good of tho Craft. 

Master—He is forgiven; but let him be- 
ware for the fnture. On his next irregu- 
larity he will certainly suffer death. ` 

The obligation in this degree is now 
given to the candidate in the usual form. 
While candidate is taking it, kneeling at 
the altar, the companions all stand over 
him witb raised poinards, as if about to 
stab him. Meantime the bloody head 
is standing on the altar, facing him with 
ghastly grin. [Sce engraving, page 143.] 
The obligation‘is as follows :— 

I do solemnly swear, in the presence of 
Almighty God, that I will revenge the 
assassination of our worthy Master, Hi- 
ram biff, not only on the murderers, 
but also on all who may bctray the so- 
crets of this degree; and furthermore, 
that I will keep and proteet this Order 
with all my might, and the brethren, in 
general, with all my power, and further- 
more, that I will obey tho decrees of the 
Grand Council of Princes of Jerusalem ; 
and, if I violato this, my obligation, 1 con- 
sent to be struck with the dreadiul poin- 
ard of vengeance, now presented to me, 
and to have my head cut off, and stuck 
on the highest pole, or pinnacle, in the 
eastern part of the world, as a monu- 
ment of my villany! Amen! amen! 
amen! anien! 

The signs, token, and words of this de- 
grec are now given to the candidate, as 
follows: 

Signs—Strike towards the forehead as 


on his breast, and crying NECAR, 
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Token—Clench the fingers of the right 
hand, and elevate the thumb: the com- 
panion cicnches tho fingers of his right 
hand around tho elevated thumb, and 
elevates histhumb. The eight clenched 
fingers together represent the eight com- 
panions of Joabert who went in search 
of the assagsins, and the one elcvated 
tkunb represcnts Joabert himself. 





Pass-words—Bugelkal, Naukam, Joa. 
bert, Abiram, and Akirep. 

Sacred Words—Naukam, Necar, Bu- 
gelkal. 

Mysterious Word—Jeva. 

Candidate ls now investesl with the 


if etadbing with a peinard: the compaz-! requisite clothing and jewel. when the 
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Master gives him a short history of the 
degree, as before explained. 

The lecture ig then given, which is a 
repetition of the opening, initiation, &c., 
when tbe Chapter is closed with cercmo- 
nies similar to tho opening ones. 

Master—Brother Stolkyn, what is the 
bour ? 

Ins pector—Evening, Most Potent. 

Master raps eight and one, when tho 
companions rise, and ho says—If it is 
evening, it is time to close this Chapter 
of Masters Eleet: Brother Stolkyn, you 
will inform the companions that wo are 
about to closs the Chapter. 

Inspoctor gives notico that the Most 
Potent Master is about to closo the 
Chapter. 

Master raps elght and one, Inspector 
repeats, and companions clap eight and 
one with their hands, when tho Chapter 
is declared duly closed. 
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This degree is founded on the capture 
of the two assassins of Hiram Abiff who 
had not boen discovered at tho arrest 
and punishinent of the first one, de- 
scribed in tho preceding degree. ‘Their 
names were JubelaandJubelo. Through 
ono of his intendants, Sclomon learned 
that two persons answering their Ge- 
scription had come to the country of 
Cheth, and gono to work in the quarrics 
of Bendaca. He thereupon wrote to 
Maaeka, King of Cheth, that ho should 
send for them. and requested his agsist- 
ance in making the arrests, Fifteen Mas- 
ters were selectod for this duty, and they 
spent five days in the search, when Zer: 
bal and Eliham discovered the two mur- 
dorers cutting stone in the quarrics, 
They wero unmedistely seizod, bound in 
chains, and brought to Jerusalem, whero 
they were first imprisoned in the Tower 
of Achizar, and then exeeuted for their 
crime, by having their bodies cut open, 
and their heads taken off, as described 
in the penalty of tho obligation. 

Tho Chapter in this degreo represents 
the audience chamber cf King Solomon, 
hung with red and white. 

Thrice Illustrious Master, (represent 
ing King Solomon,) scated in the east. 

Senior Warden, or luspoctor, seated in 
che west. 

Junior Warden, or Introductor, seated 
in the sotth, 

In front of cach of the above officors 
is a candlebra with five lights. 

-The, brethren wear white prons, an 


which is represented a square city (Jeni. | 
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salem) showing three gates, and aver 
each gate a human head impaled on a 
spike. Tho apron is lined and bordered 
with black. They wear scarfs of wido, 
black ribbon, with threo human heads, 
irnpaled on spikes, painted or embrolder- 
ed on them where they cross the breast, 
and a golden poinard, with silver blude, 
hanging pendant, which is the jewel of 
the Order. 

The Chapter is opened in precisely the 
same manner as in tho precedivg degrees, 
except thatthe Thrice Illustrious Master 
raps five, twice five, or three times five, 

If a candidate is to be admitted, all the 
members except fifteen (without oficere) 
retire outside. Candidate is prepared by 
a Master of Ceremonies, who places in 
his hand a human head, which ho takes 
in hia left hand by the hair, and a poln- 
ard in his right. Ho is then conducted to 
the door of the Chapter, when Master of 
Cercmonics raps three times five. 

Junior Warden raps three times five 
from within, opens the door a crack and 
asks— Who comes there ? 

Master of Cercmonies— A Master Elect, 
who is Cesirous of joining the other Mas- 
ters to go in search of the remaining as- 
gassing of our Grand Master, Hiram Abi”, 

Junior Wardeun—Yon wiil wait until 
our Thrico Iliustricus Master is informed 
of his request, and his answer returned. 

Junior Warden reports to his Senior, 
who informs the Master that a Master 
Kleet craves admittance to join iu the 
search for the murderera of Hiram Abiff, 

Master— Let him be introduecd in duo 
forin. 

Junior Warden again raps three times 
fivo on the door, opens it, and introduces 
the candidate by instructing him to ad 
vanco to the altar by fifteen triangular 
steps, On his arrival at tho altar, he 
kneels, and companions surround him, 
interlacing their hands and holding them 
on their forebeads with palms outward. 

Ono brother says—'Thrice Dlustrious, 
we ask pardon for bur companion. 

{The pardon here asked, aud to be 
given, alludes to tho raghaness of Joubert 
in decapitating Jubelim, cne of the ase 
gassins of the Cruad Master, Hiram 
Abit, as deseribed and set forth in the 
preeeding degree | 

Master— Why co you ask pardon? 

Brother— Because he is not guilty. 

Master—Is a pardon necessary for the 
guiltless ? 

Brother—it is necessary. to qualify 
him for 83 Grand Master Eiect. 

Master—Is ho well qualified ? 

Brother— He is. 
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Master to candidate—My brother, the 
Grand Masters Elect here present, wish 
me to admit you to this degree: will you 
take the obligation appertaining to it? 

Candidate—I will. 

Master now administers the obligation, 
which. is similar to the one in the previ- 
ous degree, the penalty being to have 
the body opened perpendicularly and 
horizontally, and exposed to the air for 
eight hours, that the flies may prey on 
bis entrails, also to have his head cut off 
and impaled on the highest pinnacle in 
the world; and that he (the candidate) 
will be at all times ready to inflict the 
same penalty on all who are guilty of dis- 
closing the secrets of this degree. 

The candidate is then instructed in the 
signs, words and token in this degree, as 
follows: 

Signs—Place the point of a poinard 
under your chin, and draw it downward 
to the waist, as if in the act of ripping 
open the body, speaking the word ZER- 
BUL. The brother will answer by giving 
the Entered Apprentice’s sign as on page 
7,and saying ELIHAM. Another way 
is to clench the fingers of the right hand, 
extend the thumb, place it on the abdo- 
men, and move it upwards to the chin, 
as if ripping open the body with a knife, 
The brother answers as before, 





Words—The pass-words are Eliham 
and Zerbal. Sacred words, Zerbal, Be- 
niah, Benhakar, Bendaka, &c. 

Candidate is now clothed as a compan- 
ion of this degree, and salutes the Senior 
Warden as a Master Elect of Fifteen. 

If there is no other business before the 
Chapter, it is then closed in same man- 
her as in the preceding degree, except 
that the Master and other officers rap 
three times five, and the companions clap 
three times five with their bands, &c, 
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SUBLIME KNIGHTS ELECTED. 


This degree was instituted by King 
Solomon to reward the Masters Elect of 
Fifteen for their prompt, zealous and 
successful efforts to apprehend the mur- 
derers of Hiram Abiff, and for their val- 
uable services rendered in the erection of 
the Temple. He selected twelve from 
among these Masters Elect, on whom he 
conferred the degree, and gave them: 
command over the work of the Twelve 
Tribes. 

The Lodge, or Chapter, represénts the 
ante-chamber of the Palace of King Sol- 
omon. It is hung with red and white 
curtains, and is lighted by twelve candles 
on four triangular branches, 

The officers consist of Thrice Potent 
Master, representing King Solomon, sit- 
ting in the east: Grand Inspector in the 
west, and Master of Ceremonies. 

The brethren wear white aprons, each 
with an inflamed heart embroidered or 
painted upon it, and lined and bordered 
with black. The ribbon, or Order, is 
similar to that in the preceding degree, 
except that in place of three heads, three 
hearts appear upon it. The jewel is the 
same, 

Jn ovening the Chapter, Thrice Potent 
Master raps ten, and Grand In‘ »:2ctor 
rises. Master makes the usual ii.+tsiries 
as to whether the Chapter is duly guard- 
ed, and the duties of the several officers, 
as in former degrees, which are answer- 
ed by the Inspector. 

Master raps eleven, and inquires of 
Grand Inspector—What is the hour ? 

Grand Inspector—It is twelve, Thrico 
Potent. 

Master raps twelve, which is repeated 
by the officers, and the brethren clap 
twelve with their hands: Master says— 
If it is twelve it is time to labor by thd 
greatest of lights. I pronounce this 
Grand Chapter open. 

The brethren now give the signs of 
the different degrees, and then those of 
this degree, hereafter described, 

If a candidate is to be admitted, he ig 
prepared outside by the Master of Cero. 
monies, who brings him hoodwinked to 
the door, and gives twelve raps, which 
are answered by twelve by the Inspec- 
tor, who demands, who comes there ? &c. 

Master of Ceremonies—A Master Elect 
of Fifteen desires ta receive the degree 
of Sublime Knight. 

Candidate gets admittance in the same 
manner as in the previous degree, and 
is led to the Grand Inspector in the west, 
who examines him in all former degreca 
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Master—Companion Grand Inspector, 
what docs this candidate desire ? 

Inspector—To be admitted to the de- 
gree of Sublime Knight, as a reward of 
his former zeal and labor. 

Master to candidate—My brother, you 
cannot reccive this degree until we are 
assured that you were not an accom- 
plice in the death of our Grand Master, 
Hiram Abiff. To prove this, I shall of- 
fer you a portion of his heart, which has 
been preserved since his assassjnation: 
you are to swallow it: every faithful Ma- 
son may do this without injury, but it 
cannos remain in the body of one who 
is perjured. Are you disposed to submit 
to the trial? 

Candidate—I am. 

The candidate is now conducted to the 
altar by twelve upright regular steps, 
and kneels, when the Master presents to 
him on a trowel the symbolic piece of a 
heart, (a little cakce,) which he swallows. 

Master—This mystic oblation which, 
like you, we have reccived, forms a tie 
so strong that nothing can break it: woe 
to him who attempts to disunite us] 

The obligation in the degree is then 
administered. It is similar to those of 
former degrees, the penalty being to have 
the hands nailed to the 
breast, &e. 

The candidate is now 
instructed in the sign, 
token, and words, &c., 
viz.: Cross the arms 
on the stomach, the 
fingers clenched, and 
thumbs elevated, and 
raise the eyes upward, 
It alludes to the penal- 
ty of having the hands 
nailed, &c. 

The token is exactly 
the same as that in {n- 
timate Secretary, The 
pass: words are Stol- 
kyn, Emerh, Emeth, 
and Amuriah. The sa- 
cred word is Adoxia. 

This ends the initiation, 

The closing ceremonies are similar to 
those in previous degrees, Master raps 
ten and inquires about the duties of the 
officers : he then raps eleven and inquires 
of the Inspector~ What is the hour? 

Jnuspector—Low six. 

Master raps twelve, and brethren rise, 
the signs are given, &c. 

Master again raps twelve, the officers 
twelve, and the brethren all clap twelve 
with their hands, when the Master de- 
clares the Chapter to be duly closed. 
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GRAND MASTER ARCHITECT 


This degree was established by King 
Solomon as a School of Architecture to 
perfect ingenious and deserving crafts 
men in their calling, and animate them 
with a desire of arriving at distinction in 
the royal art. It was given to the Sub. 
lime Knights Elected. 

The assembly is called a Chapter, and 
the room is decorated with white hang- 
ings, sprinkled with red flames. ‘The 
five orders of architecture should be ap- 
propriately represented among the deco. 
rations, In the north should be placed a 
representation of the north star, with 
seven surrounding stars: it is emblemati. 
eal of a guiding star of the Order. 

Most Potent Master (representing King 
Solomon) is seated in the east. 

Senior Warden (called Grand Inspec- 
tor) in the west, and Grand Marshal in 
the south. 

Tne brethren, or companions, wear 
stone colored aprons and scarfs; tho 
apron has a star upon it, and in some 
cases a square and rule: the jewel is a 
gold medal, with the f}ve orders of archi- 
tecture, a star, and a case of mathemati. 
cal instruments delineated on each side, 

In the opening, Most Potent Master 
raps one, and Grand Marshal rises. 
Master inquires if the Chapter is duly 
guarded, &c., tho same as in the former 
degrees. 

Master raps two, when the Grand in- 
spector rises, 

Master—What is the hour? 

Inspector—A star indicates the first ine 
stant, the first hour, and the first day in 
which the Grand Architect commenced 
the creation of the Universe. 

Master raps one and two, when the 
companions all rise, 

Master—Companions, it is the first in- 
stant, the first hour, the first day, the 
first year, when Solomon commenced 
the Temple ; the first day, the first hour, 
the first instant for opening this Chapter. 
It is time to commence our labors, 

Master raps one and two, the other of- 
ficers do the same, ånd the companions 
clap one and two with their hands, when 
the Master declares the Chapter duly 
opened for the dispatch of business. 

When a companion is to receive this 
degrce he is prepared outside by the Mas- 
ter of Ceremonies, who conducts him to! 
the door of the Chapter and raps one and 
two, which is answered by the same from 
within. He is admitted through the door 
by the game ceremonies as in the former 
degrees, ang conducted to tbe east, where 
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he is thua addressed by the Most Potent 
Daster : 

Master—Brcther, it has become peces- 
rary to form a School of Architecture for 
the instruction of the brethren employed 
in the Temple, as none but skillful ar- 
chitects can bring the same to perfection. 
In order to prevent some brethren from 
receiving the honors and rewards due 
only to brethren of talents, we have. 
deemed it expedient to prove and test 
all those who present themselves 2s can- 
didates for this degrec. We thercfore 
require you to make the tour of the 
Temple, for the purpose of examining 
the work, and to produce a plan drawn 
with exactness which you must present 
for inspection, that we may judge whe- 
ther you are crtitled to this degree. 

Master of Ccremonies conducts candi- 
date round the Chapter, and into severa! 
side rooms, (if there are any.) | He finally 
halts in the west, by the Grand Inspector, 
where candidate draws certain plans, or 
is supposed to do so. Master of Ceremo- 
nies then informs the Master that candi- 
date has completed the labor assigned to 
him. 

Master—My brother, what are the 
fruits of your travels? 

Candidate (instructed)—Most Potent, 
I have brought a plan of the works of 
the Temple, which I am ready to presert 
for your inspection. 

Mastcr—Present it. 

Master of Ceremonies conducts candi- 
date to the Master, who receives and ex- 
amines his plan, then hands it to some of 
the companions, who examine it approv- 
ingly, and hand it back to the Master. 

Master—It is with pleasure we witness 
the skill you have manifested in fulfilling 
the conditions pregecribed to you, but we 
require further proof before you can be 
admitted among us. Wo again require 
you to travel. 

faster of Ceremonies again conducts 
candidate round the Chapter, stopping 
at the north, and explaining to him that 
the North Star, there reprcsented, being 
a guido to mariners, so ought virtue to 
be a guide to every Grand Master Archi- 
tect S8&topping again at the west, the 
candidate is instructed to approach the 
east by one and two steps, which brings 
him in front of the altar. 

Master to candidate—What have you 
learned in your travels? 

Candidate (instructed)—-That virtue, 
as well as talents, should be pcszessed 
by every one admitted to this degree. 

The obligation in this degree is then 
Administered. It is similar to former ob- 


RICHARDSON 8 MONITOR OF FREEB-MASONRY., 


ligations, as to secrecy, &c., the penalty 
being to have the hand cut in twain. 

Most Potent Master then addresses 
candidate on his proficiency in Geom- 
etry, and in the Masonic art, and instructs 
him in the sign, word, and tokens, viz.: 

SignSlide the right band into the 
palm of the left, pausea moment. clench 
the fingers of the right hand, extend the 
thumb, and with it make the motion of 
tracing a plan in the palm of the left, di- 
recting your eyes te the brother, as if 
drawing from his dictation. ‘This sign is 
varicd in some Chapters, by using the 
fore-finger in place of the thumb, 

YToken—Join right hand to the bro- 
ther’s left, interlacing the fingers, placo 
the left hand on your hip; the brother 
will do the sarao with his right hand. 





join right hands, interlacing the three 
last fingers, and fixing them so as to form 
a square; place the left hand on your 
brother’s shoulder. 

Pass-word—RABACIM or RAB-BANAIN. 

Sacred word—ADONAL 

In closing, Most Potent Master raps 
one, when Grand Marshal rises, and the 
Master enquires the duties of the several 
cflicera, &c., which questions are answer 
ed in detail 

Master raps two, and Inspector rises. 

Master—W bat is the hour ? 

Inspector—The Temple is completed 
Most Potent. 

Master raps one cud two, and all the 
brethren rise, when he sayz--As we have 
finished the great work, our labors are 
ended, and we will close this Chapter. 

The signs are now given a8 in previons 
degrees, when the officers rap one and 
two, the brethren clap one and two with 
their hands, and the Chapter is closed 
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The history of this degree places Ite 
origin in the Vision of Enoch, which Is 
thus given: A mountain seemed to him 
to riso in tko heavens, aud he was trans- 
ferred to the top of it. Ife there saw a 
triangular plate of gold upon which were 
some characters which ho was command- 
ed never to pronounce, Presently he 
seamed to bo lowered perpendicularly 
into the bowels of tho carth through Nine 
Arches, and at the bottom of the Ninth, 
he saw the samo triangular plate. Heo 
soon after built atemple under ground, 
similar to tho Nine Archos seen in his 
vision, belng assisted by Metbuselah, his 
sou. After completing this temple, be 
caused to be mado a triangular plate of 
gold, and engraved upon it the inetfablo 
characters which ke had heen command. 
ed not to pronouuce. This plate be en- 
riched with procious stones, and placed 
it on a triangular pedestal of whito mar- 
ble, which ho deposited in tho Ninth 
Arch of his subterranean edifice. The 
aceg3g to this Tcmplo of Fuoch was b 
atrap door of stono, or key-stonc, wit 
an iron ring attho top, by which it could 
be raised. No ono knew of the treasures 
deposited in tho Ninth Arcb, except 
Enoch himself, Enoch then built two 
groat pillars on a high mountain near by: 
one of brass to withstand water, and the 
other of marble to withstand fire. On the 
marble pillar he engraved certain hiero- 
giyphics, disclosing the couccalment of 
the golden plato, &c., under ground; on 
the pillar of brass he engraved tho priu- 
clples of Geometry, or Masoury. Thess 
eveuts occurred before the flood, in the 
pert of the world known afterwards as 
tie Land of Canaan. 

Some treasure having been discovered 
among ancient rnius by the workmen of 
King Solemon, Le requested throe Grand 
Master Architects (Gibulum, Joabert and 
Stolkyn) te mako a further search. The 
went; and while at work Gibulum stuck 
his pick ax through an iron ring fastened 
to a stone. This proved to be a cubic 
stone, or trap, and ou removing it a cav- 
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descend, and a rope was fastened round 
his bodys and he was let down. He 
found thi3 cavern to consist of Nino 
Arches, and at the bottom of the Ninth 
Arch bo found a triaugular plato of gold, 
with some mysterious characters en 
graved thereon. ‘Fhis was brought to 
King Solomon, who, with Hiram, King ct 
Tyre, examined it closely. ‘The inscrip- 
tion proved to be the inysterions word, 
the true pronunciation of which had 
been lost, and was until then unknown. 

The mectiug of the Knights is called a 
Chapter, and the room represents tho 
audience chamber of Kiug Solomon, It 
is hung with red and white curtains, aud 
lighted by threo candlebras of three 
lights each, viz.: one in the east, one in 
the west, and one in the south, A sə- 
cond apartment is also necessary to rep: 
resent the cavern of Enoch, 

Thrice Potent Grand Master (repre- 
seuting King Solomon) is seated under a 
canopy in the east. He is dressed in 
royal robes of yellow and bluo, with a 
sceptre in his band, and a crowu upon 
his head. 

Senlor Warden (representing Iiram, 
King of Tyre) is clothed iu royal robes 
of purple and yellow, with a crowu on 
his head, and a sword in his hand. 

Senior Grand Warden (or Grand In 
speetor, representing Gibnlum) is seated 
in the west. lie dresses in a blue robe, 
with sword in hand. 

Junior Grand Warden (representing 
Stolkyn) is seated in the south, 

Grand Treasurer (representing Joa- 
bert) is seated in the north, and wears o 
blue robe, 

The brethren are clothed in black 
robes and caps, and each wears tho 
apron, the order, and the jewel of this 
degree. Tha officers likewise all wear 
the order and the jewel. 

Tho Order iy a broad purple ribbon, 
extending froin the right shoulder to the 
left hip, at the end of which is attached 
a golden triangle, with tho mysterious 
word engraved thereon, enclosed in rays, 

he apron is of purple siik, bordered with 
white: on it a triangle. 

In openivg the Chapter, Thrice Po- 
tent Master rap3 seven, and Grand Ins 
spector rises. 

Master—Are we all Knights of the 
Ninth Areh? 

Iuspector—We are, Thrice Potent. 

Master then inquires the places and du- 
ties of the diiferent officers, as ip former 
degrees. 

Master raps elght, and Junior Grand 


eru wae discovered, Gibulunm offered to | Warden rises, 
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Master—What is the hour? 

W arden--The rising of the sun. 

Master raps three times three, when 
the companions ail rise, and he says—If 
itis the rising of the sun, it is time to 
commence our labors, Brother Stolkya, 
you will please to give notice that we 
are about to open in this place a Chapter 
of Knights of the Ninth Arch, &c. 

The signs are now given in former e- 
grees, and then in this degree, as hereaf- 
ter explained. 

The two kings knee] at a pedestal in 
the centre of the Chapter, and raise each 
other by interlacing the fingers of the 
left hand, which is the token in this de- 
gree. The brethren kneel and raise each 
other in the same manner, 

Thrice Potent Mastcr raps three times 
three, the other officers each rap the 
same, and the companions elap three 
times three with their hands, 

Master—I declare this Chapter open, 

If a candidate is to ba admitted, he is 
prepared in an outer room in company 
with two of the brethren, three being 
necessary for the ceremonies. They first 
go to the door in company with several 
other brothers, when the Master of Cere- 
monies raps three times three on the Goor. 

Stolkyn raps three times three from 
within, partly opens the door, and in- 

uires—Who comcs there ? 

Master—Several Intendants of the 
Building, Elected Knights, and Grand 
Master Architects, who solicit the honor 
of being admitted into the secret vault 
under the Sanctum Sanctorum. 

Junior Grand Warden—yY ou will wait 
awhile until our Thrice Potent Master is 
informed of your request, and his an- 
swer returned. 

The Warden (Stolkyn) goes and in- 
forms the Master, who gives him the an- 
swer, which he takes to the door, raps 
three times three, partly opens it, and 
gays—My brethren, your request cannot 
now be granted. 

Candidate is now conducted back to 
the preparation room, when presently 
nine brothers present themselves, and 
bring word as follows—lIt is the Thrice 
Potent Master’s request that Grand Mas- 
ter Architects Joabert, Stolyn, avd Gi- 
bulum attend at once in the audience 
chamber. 

Candidate and two companions are 
now introduced into the Chapter and 
taken before the Thrice Potent Master. 

Master—-My brethren, you know that 
in digging for a foundation for the Tem- 
ple, wu found the ruins of an ancieut 
edifice, Among the ruius, we have al. 
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ready discovered much treasuro which 
has been deposited in the secret vault. 
Are you willing to make farther re- 
searches among the ancient ruins, and 
report to us your discoveries ? 

Master of Ceremonies—VVo are, 

Master—Go, and may success attend 
your labors, 

Candidate and his two companions are. 
conducted into a side room, where search 
is made among certain rubbish, when a 
ring is discovered in the floor, and a trap 
hoisted. One of the three, representing 
Stolkyn, addresses the candidate. 

Stoikyn—This is evidently an entrance 
to avecret cavern, Are you willing to 
deszend ? 

Candidate—Yes. 

Stolkyn and Joabert tie a rope round 
his body, leaving two ends upward, and 
let him down, cautioning him that if he 
desires to ascend, to pull on his right; 
and if he wishes to descend Jower, to pull 
on his left, In this way the candidate is 
lowered and raised twice, because he can 
see nothing. The third time they give 
him a light in his hand, and he descends 
and discovers the triangular plate of 
Enoch, described in the history of this 
degree. At this moment one of the per- 
sons above Crops down something on the 
light, which extinguishes it, and candi- 
date pulls to be drawn up. After he is 
drawn up, Joabert goes down on a knot- 
ted rope, and brings up the plate, when 
they all return to the Lodge and present 
the plata to the Master. 

Master of Ceremonies—Thrice Potent, 
we have obeyed your commands, and 
herewith present you with the fruits of 
our labors, and solicit the honor of be- 
ing made acquainted with the inscrip- 
tion on this cubic stone [meaning the trap 
with the ring ln it] and this golden tri- 
angle, 

Master (raising his hands)—Gibulum 
ishtov! (Gidulum is a good man—the 
grand word in this degree.) 

Senior Warden raises his’ hands and 
makes the same exclamation. 

Master (examining the plate)—My bre- 
thren, your request cannot now be grant 
ed, God has bestowed upon you & par 
ticular favor, in permitting you to dis- 
cover the most precious jewel of Ma- 
soary. The promise which God made to 
some of the ancient patriarchs, that in 
fulness of time his name should be dis- 
covered, ig now accomplished, As a re- 
ward for your zeal, constancy, and fidel- 
ity, 1 shall now constitute you Knights 
of the Ninth Arch, and I promise you an 
explanation of the mysterious characters 
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on the golden plate, when it is fixed in 
the place designed for it, and I will then 
confer on you the most sublime and mys- 
terious degree of Perfection. 

Master directs the candidate and his 
companions to be conducted to the south- 
west, and from thence to approach the 
altar by three times three steps, and 
there take the obligation in this degrec. 
Master of Ceremonies instructs candi- 
date, when the three approach tho altar, 
and the following obligation is admin- 
istered :— 

I, John Smith, do promise and vow, in 
the most solemn manner, and iu the pre- 
gecnce of the most holy and puissant, and 
most terrible, just and merciful God, that 
I will double my assiduity, zeal and love 
for my fellow brethren who have taken 
this degree of K. A. 

Ë promise further never to assist at 
the initiation of any brother into this 
degree, nor to give my consent that he 
be initiated, unless he shall regularly 
have received all the foregoing degrees 
in a just and regular Lodge, and unless 
he shows a charitable disposition for Ma- 
sonry, and also obtains a permission from 
under the hands and seals of the officers 
of a just and regular Lodge, according 
to ancicnt laws. 

I furthermore promise never to give to 
any number less than three, and those to 
be well examined, this degree, unless 
when authorized for that purpose by a 
particular patent, and with a view of 
constituting a Chapter of K. A. Masons 
—which I will never consent to be holden 
within twenty-five lcagues of one already 
regularly constituted. 

I further promise carefully to observe 
and pay due obedicnce to all the laws, 
rules and regulations, established and 
appointed by this K. A. Chapter, as also 
to keep inviolable the secrets communi- 
cated in it. 

I furthermore promise that I will not 
debauch any females related to a bro- 
ther, knowing them to ba such. 

All this I promisé under tho penalties 
of my former obligations, and in case of 
failure, that my body may be exposed to 
tho beasts of the forest as & prey; BO 
God maintain me in my present obli- 
gation. 

‘Thrice Potent Master now instructs 
candidate in the sign, tekon and words 
of this degree, as follow3: 

Sign—Kneel on the left knee, the right 
hand turned and placed on the back, the 
left hand raised above the head, (palin 
upwards,) the body leaning forward. It 
alludes to the penalty. 
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Token—Tho brothers raise each other 
from the position given in the sign by in- 
terlacing the fingers of the left haud. 
The one raising says, Tob, Banai, Ama- 
labee, The one being raised says, Gibu- 
lum ishtov. 

There are nine pass-words, one for 
each arch, viz.: lst, Jov; 2d. Jeho; 2d, 
Juha; 4th, Havah; Sth, Elgibbor; Gth, 
Adonai; 7th, Joken; 8th, Eloah; 9th, 
Elzcboath. 

Grand Word—Gibulum ishtov—signi- 
fying, Glbulum is a good man. 

Candidate is now invested with the 
regalia of thig degree, and ig directed to 
salute the Senior Warden as a Kuight of 
the Ninth Arch, which he does. 

The Chapter is closed with a lecture, 
recapitulating the initiation, and by the 
Thrice Potent reciting the history of the 
degree. He adds, that the great flood of 
Noah, whlch took place in the year of 
the world 1656, destroycd most of thc su- 
perb monuments of antiquity, including 
the marble pillar of Enoch. But the pil- 
lar of brass was preserved, by means of 
which the great institution of Masonry 
has been handed down to us. By this 
means the wisest man who ever lived, 
King Solomon, was cnabled to erect the 
magnificent Temple which bore his name, 
Ife began the building in the fourth year 
of his reign, having selected for the site 
of it the most beautiful and healthy spot 
in all Jerusalem, and by governing the 
Craft with diligence and wisdom, he was 
cnabled to present to a wondering world 
so perfect an edifice that its equal was 
never known, nor is it probable ever 
will be, in all future time. 

Master then raps seven, and inquires 
the duties of the several officers, which 
is answered by Senior Warden. 

Master raps cight and inquires of Jun- 
lor Wardcn—What is the hour? 

Junior Warden—The setting of the 
sun, Thrice Potent, 

Master—If it is sunset, it is time to 
close our labors. 

Master (rapping three times three, and 
companions all rising)—Brother Janior 
Warden, you will please to give notice 
that I am about to closs this Chapter by 
three times three. [Notice given.] The 
brethren will attend to giving the signs. 

The signs are now given, first those of 
this degree, and then all the others, back- 
ward, 

Master and all the officars rap threo 
times thrce in succession, the brethren 
clap three times three with thelr hands, 
when the Master deciares the Chapter 
duly closed. 
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OR, GRAND ELECT, PERFECT, AND 
SUBLIME MASON. 


The Lodge in this degree represents a 
eubterranean vault, hung with red cur- 
tains, and the-walls painted the same 
color. A part of Enoch’s Pillar, found 
among the ruins, with pedestal broken, 
is placed in the west. In the east is Sol- 
omon’s Pillar of Beauty, the Burning 
Bush, and a transparent triangle repre- 
senting the Golden Triangle of Enoch 
found in the. Ninth Arch, with the He- 
brew letters JOD-HE-VAU-HE inscribed 
thereon, When not at work, the Lodge 
is illuminated by the Burning Bush, and 
whon at work by twenty-four lights, 
viz. : three in the north, five in the south, 
seven in the west, and nine in the east. 

The furniture of the Lodge consists of 
Holy Bible, Square, Compasses and Tri- 
augle, Altar of Incense, Altar of Sacri- 
fice, Table of Shew Bread, Brazen La- 
ver, Ark of the Covenant, Tablos of the 
Law, Golden Candlesticks, twa Brazen 
Columns, Golden Uru of Oil, Golden 
Vase, filled with water, Golden Goblet 
of wine, Gold Ring and Trowel, Silver 
Jod of ointment, and the Cubicet Stone, 
Before each of the oificers is a white 
triangular table. 

` The assembly is called a Grand Lodge 

of Perfection. It must consist of only 
twenty-soven working members, If a 
greater number join the Lodge, and are 
present at any meeting, the excoss of 
twenty-seven take no part in the pro- 
czedings, but remain as epectatora, or 
honorary members. 

There are ten officers, as follows: 

Tbrico Potent Grend Master, repre- 
senting King Solomon, sits in the ezst, 
and wears, a3 an Official jewel, a crown- 
ed comparta, with blazing sun in its centre. 

Deputy Grand Master, representing 
Hiram, King of Tyre, sits on the right of 
the Thrice Potent, and is to preside 
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during his absence, Jle wears. 2s anj 
oificial jewel, a crowned compass, with a 
moon in the eenitre, 

Senior Grand Warden, representing 
Adoniram, son of Abda, sits in the west, 
and wears a golden trowel for his jewel. 

Junior Grand Warden sits in the south, 


‘and wears a golden sword for his jewel. 


Grand Knight of the Seals sits at the 
left of the Senior Grand Warden in the 
west, with an ivory key for a jewel: his 
duty is to take cara of the archives of the 
Lodge. 

‘Grand Treasurer sits in the north, 
wearing a golden key for a jewel duty, 
to keep the funds of the Lodge. ; 

Grand Secretary is stationed in the 
south, wearing for his jewel a golden 
pen: duty, to keep a record of the pro- 
ceedings, 

Grand Orator sits in the south, bē- 
tween the Junior Warden and Secre- 
tary : he wears a golden scroll: bis duty 
i3 tọ make discourses in illustration cf 
the Order, instruct new brethren, and 
explain tho Ineffable Degrees. 

Grand Master of Ceremonies sits tn 
the north, between the Treasurer and 
Ceptain of the Guards: his jewel, 8 
golden staff: his duty, to prepare and 
conduct candidates. 

Grand Captain of the Guards, repre- 
senting Zerubbabel, is stationed in the 
north, between Master of Ceremonies 
and Knight of the Seals: his jewel, a 
golden spear: his duty to seo that the 
Guards are at their proper stations, and 
to provide for toe accomodation of 
members and visiting brethren. 

thi addition to tho above is the Grand 
Tyler, stationed at the door: jewel, a 
golden flaming sword: his Guty is to 
guard the entrance to the secret vault, 

Likewi3e, in some Lodges, the Hospi- 
table Brother, stationed in the norths 
jewel, a winged rod: his duty isto visit 
the sick brethren, and take charge of tha 
charity funds of the Lodge. 

The officers wear collars of broad 
white watered silk ribbon, with white 
and red rosettes at the bottom, from 
which the jewel is suspended, 

Each of tha brethren wears a sword: 
a triangular black apron bordered with 
gold lace and lined with white, in the 
centre of which is a golden delta with 
the Hebrew characters JOD-HE-VAU-2k 
thereon: a collar of flame colored rib- 
bon, with white and red rosette at tha 
bottom, from which hangs golden com: 
passes, crowned, the points extended to 
ninety degrees: betwecn the points @ 
medal, with sun, blazing star, &c., on It 





THE INEFFABLE 


In opening the Lodge, Thrico Potent 
Master raps three, Grand Marshal rises. 

Master—Aro wo all Perfect and Sub- 
lime Masons? 

Marshal—Wo aro, Thrice Potent. 

Master raps five, Junior Warden rises, 

Master— Brother Junior Warden, what 
{3 tho hour ? 

Junior Warden—High twelvo. 

Master—What do you understand by 
high twelve? 

Junior Warden—That,. the sun has 
gained its meridian height, and darts its 
rays wlth greatest force on this Lodge. 

Master—-[t is then time that wo should 
profit by its Hght. 

Master raps seven, Senior Warden rises, 

Master—My vencrable Brother Senior 
Warden, what brings you here? 

Senior Wardcn—Love ot Masoary, my 
obligation, and g desire for perfection. 

Master—How are you to conduct your- 
self in this place? 

Senior Warden—With tho most pro- 
found respect. 

Mastor—W hy is lt that men of all con- 
ditions assembled in this place, are called 
brethren, and are all equal ? 

Senior Warden—Peeaunse the ineffablo 
name puts us in mind that there is one 
being superior to us all, 

Master—Why is respect paid to tho 
triangle? 

Senior Warden—Becauso it contains 
tho name of the Grand Architect of tho 
Universe, 

Master raps nino, the brethren all rise. 

Master—Brother Senior Warden, you 
will give notice that I am about to open 
nm Lodgo of Perfect Gravd Elect and 
Sublime Masons, by tho mysterious num 
ber 3, 5, 7 aud 9. 

Senior Warden makes proclametion 
that a Lodges of Perfeet and Sublime 
Masons is about to be opened, &c. 

The signs of all former degrees, up to 
this one, are now given 

Master rap3 three, when all the breth- 
ren give tho first sign in this degree, as 
heroafter explained. 

The second and third signs aro given 
In like manner. 

Master raps threo, five, seven and 
nine; Senior Warden the same; Junior 
Warden the same; and then all the breth- 
ren clap their hands the same, and the 
Master declares the Lodga open. 

Tha brothren seat themselves In a tri- 
aoeular form round the altar. 

lf a candidate is to be admitted, ho 
first gains admittance fo the door of tho 


8Ote-chamber by the nino pass-words of 


% Knight of the Ninth Arch: bero ho 
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gives three distinct knocks, which zre 
answered by three from within by the 
Master of Cereinonles, who pertly opens 
the door and asks—W ho comes there ? 

Candidato—A Knight of the Ninth 
Arch, who wishes to be admitted into the 
sacred vault. 

Master of Ceremonies—Givo the pass, 

Candidate—Suibboleth, 

Master of Cercinonies—The pass js 
right—you may enter bere. 

Candidate (conducted by Master of 
Ceremonles) goes to the second door of 
the ante-chainber and raps three, five 
and seven, which are answered by sini- 
lar raps from within. The door is part- 
ly opened, the pass, Elhanon, is given, 
when ho passes to the door of the Lodge, 
and raps three, five, seven and nine. 

Junlor Warden—Thrice Potent, thero 
is an alarm at the door of thie sacred 
vault. 

Master—Sco who knocks there. 

Junior Warden goes to the door and 
raps threo, five, seven and nive, partly 
opens the door, and inguires—Who comes 
there 7 

Candidate—A Knight of the Ninth 
Arch, who is desirous of being admitted 
into tho sacred vault and arriving at per 
fection, 

Junior Wardcn—Give mo the pass 

Candidate—Adonal. 

Junior Wardeu—The pass is right: 
you will walt until our ‘Thrice Potént 
Master is informed of your request, and 
his answer returned. 

Junior Warden shunts the door, and 
goes and informs tho Master of what has 
oceurred. 

Master—Let the Kuight be introdaced 
in ancient form. 

Junior Warden opens the door, when 
the Master of Ceremonies conducts can- 
didate to the west end of the Lodge, be 
tween tho Wardens, and he makes the 
sign of admiration, as on page 135. 

Master to candidate—My brother, what 
Is your desiro ? 

Candidate—To be made a Grand Elect, 
Perfect and Sublime Mason. 

Master— Before I can initiate you, you 
must satisfy us that you are well skilled 
in Masonry, otherwise you must be sent 
back until you are better qualited. Are 
you a Mason ? _ 

Candiuate—My brethren all know me 
&s such. 

Master-—-Give me tho sign, token, und 
word. 

Candidate gives those of Entercd Ap- 
preutice, as on pages 7 and 11. 

Master—Are you a Follow Craft? 
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Candidate—I have seen the letter G, 
and know the pass. 

Master—Give mo tho sign, token and 
words, 

Candidate gives signs, &c., of the Fel- 
low Craft degree. 

Master—Are you 4 Master Mason ? 

Candidate—I have seen the sprig of 
cassia, and know what it means, [Gives 
signs, &c., of the Master Mason’s degree.] 

Master—Are you a Secret Master ? 

Candidate—I have passed from the 
square to the compasses opened to seven 
degrees, [Gives the signs, &c., of a Secret 
Master. 

Master—Are you a Perfect Master? 

Candidate--I have seen the tomb of 
our respectabie Master, Hiram Abiff, 
aud have, in company with my brethren, 
shed tears at tho same. [Gives sign, &c., 
of a Perfect Master.) 

Master—Are you an Intimate Secre- 
tary ? 

Candidate—Iy curiosity is satisfied, 
but it nearly cost me my life, [Gives tke 
signs, &c., of au Intimate eee 

Master—Are you & Provost and Judge? 

Candidate--[ am, and render justice to 
all men, without distinction. [Gives the 
signs, &c., of a Provost and Judge, } 

Master—Are you an Inteudant of the 
Building ? 

Candidate—I have made the five steps 
of exactness, I penetrated the jnmost 
part cf the Temple, and have seen the 
great light in which was three mysteri- 
ous characters, J. J.J. [Gives sigas, &c., 
of an Intendant of the building. j 

Master—Are you £n lected Knight? 

Candidate—One cavern reccived me, 
one lamp gave mo light. and one foun- 
tain refreshed me. [Gives signs, &c., of 
an Elected Knight. } i 

Master—Aro you a Master Elect of 
Tifteen ? 

Candidate—My zeal and works have 
procured me that honor. [Gives signs, 
&c, of a Master Elect of Fifteen. ]} 

Master—Are you an Iilustrious Knight? 

Candidate—My name will inform you. 
[Gives signs, &c., of Illustrious Knight. } 

Master—Are yous Grand Master Ar- 
ehitect ? l 

Candidate-—-I know the-use of the ma- 
thematical instruments. [Gives the signs, 
&e., of that degree.) 

Master—Are you a Knight of the Ninth 
Arch? 

Candidate—I have penetrated the bow- 
els of the earth throngh Nine Arches, 
have seen the brilliant triangle. [Gives 
signs, &c., of the Ninth Arch degree.) 

Maater—My brethren, I have carefully 
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examined this Knight in the various de- 
grees of Masonry, and find him perfeet; 
do you consent that ke shall be exalted 
to the sublime and mysterious degree of 
Periection? If any brother present ob- 
jects, let hiin state bis objection, 

A Brother (rising)—Thrice Potent, L 
have cbjections to him, whieh I will 
communicate, if the candidate retiras. 

Master orders candidate to retire into 
the ante-chamber, and he leaves ths 
room with the Master of Ceremonies, 

Presently the door of the Lodge is 
opened, and candidate is conducted back, 
and placed in the west, 

Master to candidaie—Before you eza 
be exalted to this sublime degree, I must 
ask you certain questions relative to 
your past life, and I trust you will an- 
swer them sincerely and satisfactorily. 

Master then asks candidate the folicvw- 
ing questions, which he answerg in de- 
tail:—Ist. Have you never wilfully ro- 
vealed any of the Secrets of Masonry? 
2d, Have you always been charitablo to- 
wards your brethren? 3d. Have you 
never defrauded a brother? 4th. Are 
you in the habit of using the name of 
God profanely? Sth. Does your con- 
science accuse you of having commitied 
any offence against your brethren, which 
ought to debar you from receiving this 
degree? 

All these questions having been an- 
swered in the negative, the Master rays 
— Brethren, do you consent that this caw- 
didate be admitted among us? If so, 
please to raise your right hands. 

The brethren all raiso their right hands, 

Master—We accept you, my brother, 
as à Perfect and Sublime Mason. You 
will approach the altar end take the ob- 
ligation. 

Candidate (instructed by Master of 
Ceremonies) approaches the altar by 
three, five, seven and nine steps, and 
kneels on his left knee. when the Master 
administers the okligation—Ilst. Secrecy. 
2d. To conceal the laws and regulations 
of this degree. 3d. To assist brethren ia 
sickness with his counge!, purse, and 
arms. 4th. Not to assist in making a 
brother of this degree, unless he shall be 
of good moral character, and who has 
been an officer of come regular Lodge, 
and to receive him by virtue of a power 
granted by proper authority. Sth. To 
endeavor, on all occasions, to cbservs 
strictly duties to God and the comme 
nity. 6th. That he wili not be concerned 
in conferring this degree upon any Mia- 
son whose character and knowledge he 
disapproves, nor unloss he las been elect 
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ed and installed as an officer in some reg- 
ular Lodge, Chapter, Encampment, or 
Council. 7th. That he will never fully 
pronounce, more than once in his life, the 
mysterious word of this degree. The 
penalty is to have the body cut open, and 
the bowels torn out and given to the vul- 
tures for food. 

Afier administering the obligation, the 
Master makes a prayer, as in the text- 
book. 

Master of Ceremonies now preseuts the 
Thriee Potent Master with a trowel, and 
a hod of ointment. 

Master to candidate—My brother, I 
shall now proceed to anoint you with tho 
holy oil wherewith Aaron, David, and 
the wise Solomon were anointed. 

Master touches candidate with the 
trowel, on the head, the lips, and the 
heart, saying at the same time: Beliold 
how good and how pleasant it ls for bre- 
thren to dwell together in unity, &c. 

Master then offers candidate bread and 
Wine, and raises him from his kneeling 
posture: the brethren all tako wine, &e. 

Master now instructs candidate in the 
signs, tokens and pass-words of this de- 
grec, as follows: 

First sign—Same as the due-guard of a 
Master Mason. [Page 30.} 

Second sign—-Bring your right hand to 
your left cheek, extending it as though 
to guard that side of the face ; your left 
is to support the right elbow; apply the 
left hand in the same manner to the right 
cheok, supporting the left elbow with the 
right hand, It is pretended that Moses 
plaeed himself in these attitudes when 
he saw the burning bush. 

Third sign—Give the sign of admira, 
tion, {page 135,] and then place three 
fingers of the right hand on the lips, 

First tokea—Same as that of the En- 
tered Apprentice. [Page 7.] 

Second token—Same as the Master's 
crip. [Page 36.] Having given it, say, 
“Can you go farther?” he will slip his 
hand above your wrist, to the middle of 
tho arm, and so to the elbow; he then 
puts his left hand to your shoulder, and 
presses thrice, 

Third token—Seize eaeh other’s el- 
bows with the left hand, and put tko right 
hana on ezek other's neck, as if in the act 
of raising one up 

Firat pass-word—SHIBBOLETH, repeat- 
ed thrice. 

Second pass-word—HELENIHAM. 

Third pase word — MAHAK-MAKAR-A- 
Bak. ‘This is translated, God be praised, 
we have finished it. 

First covered word—GiBULUM. 


155 


Second covered word—MAHABIN, 

Third covered word—-ADONAL 

Grand word—JEHOVAH. ‘This word 
is given by repeating alternately, the 
names of the Hebrew letters used in the 
word Jehovah—JOD-HE-VAU-HE., 

Master to candidate—You will now 
pronounce to me the mysterious word. 

Candidate—I cannot but onee in life. 

Master—How will you then give it? 

Candidate—JOD-HE-VAU-Hk. [Hebrew 
Jehovah.]} 

Master—I will now give you the true 
pronunciation of the name of the Deity, 
as revealed to Enoch, and he cugraved 
the letters composing it on a triangular 
plate of gold, which was hidden for many 
ages in the bowels of the earth, aud lost 
to mankind. The mysterious words 
which you received in the preceding de- 
grees, are all so many corruptions of the- 
true name (of God) whieh was engraved 
on the triangle of Enoeh. In this cu- 
graving, the vowel points ere so arranged 
as to give the pronunciation thus—Yow- 
HO. This word, when thus pronouneed, 
is called the ineffable word, whieh can- 
not be altered as other words are, and 
the degrees which you have received, 
are called, on this account, Ineffable De- 
grees, This word yon will recollect was 
not found until after the death of Hiram 
Abiff, consequently the word engraved 
by him on the ark, is not the true name 
of God. 

Most Potent Master instructs candi- 
date with the secret characters, and then 
invests him with the jewel, apron, &e, 
saying—I now salute you as a Grand 
Elect, Perfect and Sublime Mason, &e., 
[reading the charge from a text-book.]} 

In closing the Lodge, Thrice Potent 
Master raps three, when Grand Marshal 
rises, and Master inquires the duties of 
the various ofiicors, 

Master raps five, and says to Junior 
Warden— What is the hour? 

Junior Warden—It is midnight. 

Master—If it is midnight, it is time to 
close our labors. [Raps seven, and Se- 
nior Warder rises. } 

Master—Brother Senior Warden, how 
should Perfect and Sublime Masters part! 

Senior Warden—Tkey should part in 
peace, love and unity. 

Master raps nine, when all the brethren 
rise, and the signs are given, beginning 
with those of this degree, and going baek- 
ward through the other degrecs. 

All the officers rap three, five, seven 
and nine, and the brethren clap the same 
with their hands, when the Thrice Potent 
Master declares the Lodge duly closed. 
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Historical and Philosophical 
DEGREES. 





i NT ERE Sy 
Ae k u Re, 
PRINCE OF JERUSALEM. 


This degree is historical. and is found- 
ed on the rebuilding of the Temple, af- 
ter the encouragement given by Darius, 
King of Persia, to Zerubbabel, a Prince 
of Judah, who journeyed to Babylon, as 
deseribed in the degree of Knights of the 
Red Cross. Those who aceoinpanied 
Zerubbabel on that journey were styled 
Knights of the Last. 

After the work of rebuilding had been 
commenced, Zerubbabel was much an- 
noyed by the Samaritans, and finally 
forced to abandon the enterprise. He 
thereupon sent an embassy to Darius, the 
successor of Cyrus, who issued a decree 
prohibiting all persons, on pain of death, 
from interfering with the work, and the 
Temple was then completed. 

Princes of Jerusalem have a right to 
inspect all Lodges or Councils of an infe- 
rior degree, and can revoke and annul all 
the work donc in such Councils or Lodges, 
if the same shall be inconsistent with the 
regulations of Masonry. They must lead 
irreprozchable lives, and if guilty of un- 
masonic conduct, they -are punished at 
the discretion of the Grand Couneil 

‘The meeting is termed a Convention, 
or Grand Couneijl, There are two apart- 
nents, one in the west, and the ofher in 
the east; and they should ba connected 
by a hall. The one in the west repre- 
sents the Court of Zerubbabel, at Jeru- 
salem. It is hung with yellow drapery. 
The eastern apartment represents the 
Cabinet of Darius. 

Most Equitable Sovereign Grand Mas- 
ter, representing Zerubbabel, sits on a 
throne in the western apartment, and 
wears a yellow robe and turban, and a 


red apron with yellow flap: on the apron | 


is a picture of the Temple, a square, a 
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buckler, a triangle and a hand: on the 
flap is abalance, and the letters D. Z. 
(Darius and Zerubbabel.} The jewel is 
a golden medal—on one side a hand hold- 
ing a balance; on the other a two-edged 
sword with five stars around the edges 
and point, and the letters D. Z. above. 

The other officers are elothed in yel- 
low robes and caps, wear red gloves, and 
each carries a sword. They are— 

Most Enlightened Senior and Junsar 
Grand Wardens. 

Valiant Grand Treasurer, 

Valiant Grand Master of Ceremonies. 

Valiant Grand Marshal, 

Valiant Grand Tyler, 

The brethren are Valiant Princes, and 
it takes five to open a Convention. 

In opening, Master raps one, and says 
—Valiant Grand Master of Ceremonies, 
what is the first business of a Grand 
Council of Prinees of Jerusalem? 

Master of Ceremonies—To see that the 
Guards are at their proper stations. 

Master—Atiend to that duty, and in- 
form the Guards that we are about ‘to 
open a Council of Princes of Jerusalem. 

Master of Ceremonies goes and sta 
tions the Guards, returns, and says—The 
Guards are set, Most Equitable. 

Master (raps two, and Junior Warden 
rises)—Enlightened Junior Warden, what 
is our next business? 

Junior Warden—To see that all pres- 
ent are Prinees of Jerusalem. 

Master—Attend to that duty 

Juntor Warden (scrutinizing the bre- 
thren)—We are all Princes of Jerusa- 
lem, Most Equitable. 

Master (raps three)—;Most Enlighten- 
ed Senior Warden, what is the hour? 

Senior Warden—T he rising of the sun, 

Master—What remains to be done ? 

Senior Warden—Arrange the Princes 
in two columus, for the proper discharge 
of their duties. 

Master—Attend to that duty. 

The brethren now form in columyps 
across the room from west to east—the 
Senior Warden on the leit of the right 
eolumn, and the Junior Warden on the 
right of the left column. 

Master—Enlightened Senior and Ja- 
nior Wardens, {uform your respective 
eolumns that I am about to open thia 
Convention cf Prinecs of Jerusaiem by 
three and two. 

Senior and Junior Wardens repeat the 
orcers of the Master, 

Master—Attention, Valiant Princes, 
we will give the signs. 


The signs are now giver in other de- 


grees, ana then in this degree, see p. 158, 
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Master raps three and two, which is 
repeated by the two Wardens, when the 
Master declares the Grand Council duly 
opened and in order for business, 

If a candidate is to be admitted to this 
devree, he is prepared outside by the 
Master of Ceremonies, hoodwinked, and 
lcd to the door of the Couneil chamber, 
where an larm is given by rapping three 
and one. 

‘The door is opened without ear a 
end the eandidate is Jed to the east in 
front of the Master. 

Master—W hat is your desire? 

Candidate (Ginstructed)—I come in be- 
half of the peoplo of Israel to complain 
of tho Samaritans, who refuse to pay the 
tribute imposed upon them for defraying 
the expense of the sacrifices offered to 
God in the Temple. 

Master—I have no power over the Sa- 
maritans: they are subject to King Da: 
rius, who is at Babylon; it is to him that 
such complaints must be preferred; but 
as wə are all interested in this thing, I 
will arm you, and cause you to be ac- 
companied by four Knights, that you 
may more easily surmount any difficulty 
which may present itself in your journey 
to the Court of the King of Persia. 

The bandage is now removed from the 
eyes of the candidate; he is armed with 
a sword and bueklier, and decorated as a 
Knight of the East. The four Knights 
who accompany him ere armed in a gimi- 
lar manner. They commence their jour- 
ney, and are attacked by some armed 
ruffians, whom they repuise, They ar- 
rive at the door of tho Cabinet of Da- 
rius. Meantime one of the Wardens has 
scated himself in the eastern apartment 
to personate Darius, and in front sits a 
brother as Minister of State. Candidate 
and the four Knights enter. 

Candidate—Mighty King! the Samari- 
tans refuse to pay the tribute imposed on 
them by Cyrus, King of Persia, for de- 
fraying the expenses of the sacrifices 
whieh are offered in the Temple whieh 
we are rebuilding: the people of Isracl 
entreat that you will compel the Samari- 
tans to perform their duty. 

Darius—Your request is just and equi- 
table; I order that the Samaritans shall 
immediately pay the tribute imposed on 
them. My Chief Minister shall deliver 
to you my deerce for thia purpose. Go 
in peace | 

Candidate retires, and Minister of Stato 
follows, and delivers the decree to him, 

In returning to the western apartment, 
candidate anc hig Knights protectors are 
wgain obstructed by lurking ruffians, but 
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they fight their way until they are met 
by brothers with lighted torches, who 
conduet them safely to the presence of 
the Master. 

Candidate (handing the decree)—T de- 
liver to you the deeree of Darius, King 
of Persia, which we have obtained after 
defeating our enemies, and encountering 
many dangers in our journey. 

Master reads the decree, as follows: 

We, Darius, King, &c., willing to favor 
and protect our people at Jerusalem, af- 
ter the example of our illustrious predo- 
cessor, King Cyrus, do will and ordain, 
that the Samaritans, against whom com- 
plaints have been made, snall punctually 
pay tho tribute money which they owe 
for the sacrifices of the Temple—other- 
wise they shall receive the punishment 
due to their disobedience. Given at Shu- 
shan, tho palace, this 4th day of the 2d 
month, in the year 3534, and of our reign 
the third, under the seal of our faithful 
Darius SANDRAM, Minister of State. 

Master—The people of Jerusalem aro 
under great obligations to you for the 
zeal and courage you have displayed in 
prosecuting so difiieult a journey, and for 
the success whieh has attended your mis- 
sion. As a reward for the service, we 
propose to confer upon you the myste- 
ries of the degree of Prince of Jerusa- 
lem, Are you willing to take tho obli- 
gation, whieh binds you to an exact ob- 
servance of our laws, and a careful cons, 
cealment of those mysterics? 

Candidate—I am willing. 

Masier—You will then kneel before 
the altar for that purpose. 

Candidate kneels, when the Master 
coines forward and administers the fol- 
lowing obligation : 

I, John Smith, do solemnly promiso 
and swear, in the presenee of Almighty 
God, the Great Architect of heaven and 
earth, and of these Valiant Princes of 
Jerusalem, that I will never reveal the 
mysteries of the degree of Prince of Jo- 
rusalem to any one of an inferior de- 
gree, or to any other person whatever. 
I promise and swear, as a Prince of Je- 
rusalem, to do justice to my brethren, 
and not to rule them tyrannieally, but in 
love. I promise and swear that I wili 
never, by word or deed, attack the honor 
of any Prince of Jerusalem; and thar I 
will not assist in conferring this degree 
except in a lawful Grand Council of 
Princes of Jerusalem. AU this I pro- 
mise and swear, under the penalty of be- 
ing stripped naked, and having my heart; 
piereed with a poinard, So help me Ged, 
Amen! amen! amen! 
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Master raises candidate, and then in- 
structs him in the signs, tokens and words 
of this degree, as follows: 

First Siga—Zxtend the right arm bori- 
zontally at the height of the shoulder. 
This ig terrmed the sign of command, 

First Token-—Each places his left hand 
on his left hip, and the right hand on his 
‘brother's left shoulder. 

Second Tcken—J cin left hands, placing 
the thumb on the second joint of the little 
finger; with the thumb strike five times 
on that joint. 

Pass-word—TEBETH. The name of 
the Jewish menth in which the Ambas 
padors entered Jerusalem. 

Sacred Word—ADAR. The name of 
the month in which thanks were given 
to God for the completion of the Temple. 

In some Councils the following sign is 
given, viz.: Present yourself before your 
brother with your sword advanced, and 
your left hand resting on your hip, as if 
to commence a combat. He wil! answer 
the sign by extending his arm at the 
height of the shoulder, the right foot 
forming a square with the toe of the left. 

The March—Five steps on the diago- 
nal of the square towards the throne. 

Age—The age of a Prince of Jerusa- 
lem is 5 times 15. 

Master to candidate—I now appoint 
and constitute you, with your four com- 
panions, Princes and Governors of Jeru- 
sslem, that you may render justice to all 
the peopie. I decorate you with a yel- 
low sash, to which is attached a gold 
medal, The Balance on it is to admonish 
you to mako equity and justice your 
guides. The Hand of Justice is a mark 
cf your authority over the people. The 
Emblems of the Apron with which I 
now invest you, have reference to the 
works and virtues of Masons, and to your 
duty in the high office with which you 
are invested. As Princes of Jerusalem, 
you will assemble in two chambers of 
the Temple. Be just, merciful. and wise. 

The Lecture is now given, and is a re- 
petition of the initiaticn, the Master ask- 
ing Senior Warden all the circumstances 
of his journey to Babylon, and interview 
with Darius, and the Warden answering 
the questions. it closes as follows: 

Master—How are Princes of Jerusa- 
lem clothed { - 

Senior Warden—in cloth of gold. 

Master— What are their decorations ? 

Senior Warden—A yellow sash trim- 
med with gold from right to left; to 
which was attached a golden medal, on 
which was engraved a balence, a sword, 
five stars, and the letters D. Z. 
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Master—What is signified by the five. 
stars on the sash? 

Senior Warden—They are emblematic 
of the five Knights who journeyed from 
Jerusalem to Babylon. 

Master—What is the age óf a Printe 
of Jerusalem 7? 

Senior Warden—F ive times fifteen. 

In closing the Council the Master raps 
five, and says—Most Enlightened Junior 
and Senior Wardens, please to announce 
to your respective columns that I an 
about to close this Grand Council by 
five times fifteen. 

Senior Warden (raps five)—Attention,, 
Valiant Princes: it is the will of our, 
Most Equitable Sovereign Grand Master 
that this Grard Council be now closed. 

Junior Warden raps five and repeats 
the same order. 

Master (rising)—Attention, Valiant 
Princes, we will now give the sigus. 

The signs are given backward. 

Master raps five times fifteen, which is 
repeated by the two Werdens. 

Master—Be just, merciful and wise! TI, 
declare this Grand Council duly closed. 





KNIGHTS or THE EAST AND WEST. 


This degree originated in Palestine, 
and was brought to the west by the 
Knights, cleven of whom made their 
vows of secrecy, friendship and discre, 
tion before a patriarch and Prince of Je- 
rusalem. The meeting is called a Council. 

The Council Chamber is hung with red 
drapery, sprinkled with goid stars, In 
the east is a throne, or cancpy, elevated 
by seven steps, supported by four lions, 
four eagles, and between them an angel, 
or seraphim, with six wings: on one side 
is a transparency of the sun, and on the 
other side, one of the moon: below is a 
rainbow, and in front a basin of per- 
fumed water and a skull and crosg bones, 
Six elevated canopies of three steps each 
are placed in the north, and six in the 
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routh, Eléven of those nro occupied by 
the eleven Venerable Ancients, and the 
twelfth, at the right of the Master, is 
left vacant. At the west are two cano- 
ies of five steps each for the Venerable 
Vardens. 

A pedestal stands in front of the 
throne, on which iays a large Bible, with 
seven seals suspended therefrom. 

Most Puissant Venerable Master sits on 
the throne in the east. 

Grand Senior and Grand Junior War- 
dens sit on tho two canopies in the west. 

Twenty-four Knights (including ofii- 
cers) comprise the Council, and (except- 
ing the Venerable Ancients seated on 
canopies) are called Respectable An- 
cients. If there are any more brethren 

resent, they are called Respectable 
nights, and must stand behind the Ven- 
erable Ancients. 

All the brethren are clothed in white, 
with a zone of gold round tho waist, long 
white beards, and goiden crowns on their 
heada, The Knights, in their ordinary 
habits, wear a broad white ribbon from 
tho right shoulder to the left hip, with 
the jewel suspended thereto. They'‘also 
wear a cross of the Order, suspended by 
a black ribbon, round their necks, 

There is a carpet on the ficor called a 
draft—-a heptagon in 3 circle—-over the 
angiles.of which are the letters B DSP 
uH F: in the centre, a man clothed in a 
white robe, with a girdle of gold round 
his waist—his right hand extended, and 
surrounded with seven stars—he has a 
long white beard, his head surrounded 
with a glory, and a two-edged sword 
in his mouth—with seven candlesticks 
round him, and over them the following 
letters: HDPIPRC. 

The Jewel is an heptagon of silver 
at each angle a star of gold with one of 
the letters B D SP H GS thereon: in the 
centre a lamb on a book with seven seals, 
On reverse, same letters in the angles, 
and in the centre a two-edged sword 
between 3 balance. 

The Apron is white, lined with red, 
bordered with yellow, or gold; on the 
fiap is painted a two-edged sword, sur 
rounded with the seven holy letters—or 
the apron may have the plan of the draft 
painted on it. 

in opening the Council the Master lays 
his right hand on the Bible with seven 
seals. 

Master—Venorable Knights Princes, 
what is your duty ? 

Senior Warden—-To know .f we aro 
eecure. 

Master—Soo that we are so 
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Senior Warden (goes to the door and 
returns)—Most Puissant, we are in per- 
fect security. 

faster (rapping seven)—Respectable 
Knights Princes, our Grand Council is 
now open, and I claim your attention to 
the business thereof. 

Senior Warden—We promise obedi- 
ence to all the commands of our Most 
Puissant Venerable Master. 

The Knigkts all riso and salute the 
Master, when he returns the compli- 
ment, and requests them to be seated. 

If a candidate is to be admitted, he is 
prepared by the Master of Ceremonies 
in an ante-chamber hung with red, and 
lighted with seven lights. He is clothed 
in a white robe, and is led, barefoot, to 
the door of the Council Chamber, whero 
he gives seven raps. 

Master (rapping seven)—The youngest 
Knight present will gotothedoorand de» 
mud who knocks. 

A Knight steps forward, knocks seven 
times on the door, and asks— Who comes 
there? 

Master of Ceremonies—It is a valiant 
brother and Most Excellent Prince of 
Jerusalem, who requests to be edmitted 
to the Venerable and Most Puissant. 

The Knight reports to the blaster, who 
says—Let him be introduced. 

Senior Warden goes and opens tho 
door, and taking candidate by the hand, 
says—Come, my dear brother, I will 
show you mysteries worthy of contem- 
plation. Give me tho sign, token, and 
word of a Prince of Jerusalem. 

Candidate gives sign, &c., [page 158,} 
and is then directed to knee] a short dis- 
tance off in front of the Most Puissant 
Master, which he does. 

Senior Warden—Brother, you no doubt 
have always borne in memory tke obli- 
gations of your former degrees, and that 
you have, as far as in the power of hu- 
man nature, lived agreeably to them? 

Candidate—I have ever made it my 
study, and, I trust, my actions and life 
will prove it. 

Senior Warden—Have you particnlar 
ly regarded your obligations as a Sub- 
lime Knight of Perfection, Knight of the 
East, and Prince of Jerusalem? Do you 
recollect having injured a brother in any 
respect whatsoever? or have you seen 
or known of his being injured by others, 
without giving him timely notice, as far 
as wasin your power? I pray you an- 
swer me with candor. 

Candidate—I have in all reepects dons 
my duty, and acted with integrity to the 
beat of my abilitieg, 
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Master-—You will bo pleased to recol- 
lect. my brother, that the questions whieh 
have now been put to you, are absolutely 
necessary for us to demand, in order that 
the purity of our Most Respectable Coun- 
cil may net be suled; and it behooves 
you to be particuler in your recollection, 
as the indispensabio ties which we are 
going to lay you under, will, in case of 
your default, oniy increavs your sina, 
and serve to burl you sooner to destruc- 
tion, should you have deviated from your 
daty: answer me, my dear brother, 

Candidaic—I never have, 

Master-—vWVe are happy, my brother, 
thet your declaration corscides with our 
opinion, and wo are rejoiced to have it in 
our power to introduce you into our Bo. 
ciety. Increase our joy by complying 
with our rules, and deelare if you are 
willing to be united to us by taking a 
roost solemn obligation. | 

Candidate—I ardently wish to receive 
it, and to havo the hosor of being united 
to so respectable and virtuons a society. 

Master orders tho basin of perfumed 
water and aclean napkin to bo brought 
to him, and directs candidate to wash his 
hands, which he does. 

Master reads the first siz verses of 
Pselm xxiv. 

Candidato is raised and brought close 
to the foot of the throne, where he kneels 
on both knees, and placing his right bana 
on the Bible, his left hand between the 
hands of the Most Puissant Master, he 
takes the following obligation : 

I, John Smith, do promiso and solemn- 
ly swear end declare, in tho awfvi pre- 
sence of the only One Most Holy Puis. 
eant Almighty and Most Mérciful Grand 
Architect of Heaven and Earth—who 
created the universe and myself through 
his infinite goodness, and conducts it with 
Wisdom and justice—-and in the presence 
of the Most Excellent and upright 
Princes and Knights of the Mast and 
‘West here present in convocation and 
council, on my sacred word of honor and 
under every tie, both moral and religious, 
that I will never reveal to any person 
whomsoever below me, or to whom the 
same may hot belong, by being legally 
and lawfully initiated, the secrets of this 
degree which is now about to bo commu- 
nicated to me, under the penalty of not 
only being dishonored, but to consider 
ray life ag the immediate forfeiture, and 
that to be taken from me with all the 
tortures and pains to be inflicted in man- 
mer as I have consented to in my pre- 
ceding degrees. 

Z iurther promise and solemnly swear, 
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that I never will Beh} or combat with 
Ey. brother Knights, buf will, at all times, 
when ho has justice on his side, be reac'y 
to draw my sword in his defence, or 
against such of his enemies who scek tho 
destruction of bis person, his hcnor, 
peace, or prosperity ; that I never will 
revile a brother, or suffer others ta yos 
flect on his character in his absence 
without informing him thereof, or noe 
ticing it myself, at my option; tbat f 
will remember, on all occasions, to ob- 
serve my former obligations, and be just, 
upright, and benevolent to all my fellow 
creatures, a3 far asin my power. 

I furthor solemnly promise and swenr, 
that I will pay duo obedience and gub- 
mission to all the degrees cf Masonry ; 
and that I wild do all in my power to 
support them in all justifiablo measures 
for the good of the Craft, nad advantage 
thereof, agreeably to the Grand Consti- 
tutions. 

All thig I solemnly sweer and sincerely 
promise, upon my sacred word of honor, 
under the penalty of the severe wrath of 
the Almighty Creator of heaven and 
earth; and may He hayo mercy on my 
soul, on the great and awful day of 
judgment, agreeably to my conformity 
thereto. Amen. Amen, Amen. 

Master takes a box of perfumed oint- 
ment and anoinia candidato on bis head, 
eyes, mouth, heart, the tip of his right 
oar, hand, and foot, and says—Yon are 
now, my dear brother, received 2 mem- 
ber of our society ; you will recdllect to 
live up to the procepts of it, and also re- 
member that «hoee parts of your body, 
which havo the greatest power of assist- 
ing you in good or evil, have this day 
been made hoiy I 

Candidote rises and is conducted to the 
west, where he is placod between the 
two Wardens, the draft, or carpet, lying 
beforo him. 

Senior Wardon~Brother, you will ex- 
amine closely cverything which our Most 
Puissant Venerable Master ig about to 
show you. 

Senior Worden (addressing the Conn- 
cil)—-Is there a mortal here worthy ta 
open the book with the seven peais ? 

The brethren ali cast down their eyed, 
and sigh. 

Benior Warden—-Venerahle and ro- 
spectable brethren, be not afflicted; hero 
is a victim (pointing to catididate) whose 
courage will give you cortent. 

Senior Warden to tandidate—Do you 
know why our Ancients have long white 
beards 7 

Candidate—I do not know, but you da. 














HISTORICAL DEGREES: KNIGHT OF THE EASE AND WEST. 


Senior Warden—They are those who 
came here, after passing through great 
tribulation, and having washed their 
robes in their own blood: will you pur- 
chase such robes at so great a price? 

Candidate—Yes, I am willing 

The two Wardens conduct candidate 
up in front of the basin, bare both his 
arms, and each ties a string around one, 
as in the operation of blood-letting : then 
each Warden takes out a lancet and 
pierces the arm just deep enough to draw 
a drop of blood, which is wiped off on a 
napkin and shown to the brethren. 

Senior Warden—See, my brethren, a 
man who has spilled his blood to acquire 
a knowledge of our mysteries, and shrunk 
not from the trial 

Master now opens the first seal of the 
great book, and takes from thence a bone 
quiver, filled with arrows, and a crown, 
gives tlem to one of the Ancients, and 
bays—Dopart, and continue tlo conquest. 

fo opens the secend seal, and takes 
out a sword, and gives it tothe next An- 
cient, and says—Go, and destroy peace 
amorg tho profane and wicked brethren, 
that they may not appear in our Council. 

Ho opens the third seal, and takes oa 
balance, and gives it to the next Ancient, 
and says—Dispense rigid justice to the 
profane and wicked brethren. 

Ho opens the fourth seal, and takes out 
a skull, and gives it to the next Ancient, 
and says—Go, and endeavor to convince 
the wicked that death is the reward of 
their guilt. 

He opens the fifth seal, and takes out 
a cloth, stained with blood, and gives it 
to the next Ancient, and says—When is 
the time (or, the time with arrive,) that 
we shall revenge and punish the profane 
and wicked, who have destroyed so many 
of their brethren by false accusations. 

He opens the sixth seal, and at that 
moment the sun is darkened and the 
moon stained wita blood ! 

Ho opens the seventh seal, and takes 
‘out incense, which he gives to a brother ; 
end also a vase, With seven trumpets, 
and gives one to cach of seven of the 
Venerabis Ancients. 

The four remaining Venerablo An- 
cients, in the four corners, whisk about 
inflated bladders of wind (the four winds.) 

iAaster—Hero is seen the fulfilment of 
'& prophecy (Revelations vii. 3.) Strike 
mot, nor punish the profane and wicked 
of our Order, until I have selécted the 
truo and worthy Masozs! 

Tho four winds are again agitated, and 
one of the Venerabla Ancionts with a 
trumpet blows a blast 
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The two Wardens seize candidate's 
arms and take trem him his apron ard 
jewel of the previous degree. 

‘The winds again move, and a second 
trumpet sounds, when the Junior Wur- 
den gives candidate the apron and jewel 
of this degree. 

Agitation of tho winds, and a third 
trumpet sounds, when the Senior War 
den gives candidate & long white berrd. 

Bladders of wind whisked, and fourta 
trumpet sounds, when Junior Warden 
gives candidate a crown of gold. 

Winds move, and fifth trumpet sounds, 
when Senior Warden gives candidate a 
girdle of gold. 

Winds aro agitated, when sixth trum- 
pet sounds, and Juusior Warden gives 
candidate the signs, tokens and words of 
this degree, as follows: 

Sigon—Look at your right suoulder; it 
will be answered by looking at the left 
shoulder. One says, ABADDON. the oth- 
er, JUBULUM. 

First token—Piaco your loft hand in 
the right hand of your brother, who wil} 
cover it with his left; both at the same 
time look over their right shoulders. 

Second token—Touch your brothers 
left shoulder with your left kaud; he re- 
plies by tonching your right shoulder 
With his right hand, 

Sign for entering the Lodge—Place 
your right hand on the brother’s fore- 
head, (i. e., tho Tyler’s,) ho will do the 
Bame, 

Paxs-word—JUBULUM, or according to 
some, PERIGNAN and GADAOK, 

Sacred word—ABADDON. 

The winds now fy abou very brisk, 
when the seventh trumpet sounds, and 
then all the trumpcts sound togethor, 
when the Senior Warden conducts ceu- 
didate to the vacant raised canopy oa 
the right of the Afaster. [Tbis last de. 
monstration is intended to represent the 
end of the world, when all true Masons 
are to receive their reward by being con- 
ducted toathrone at the right hand of 
the Deity, baving first been purited by 
washing their robes in their own blood} 

This ends ths initiation, and a lecture 
is then given which expiains the why 
and wherefore of the peculiar ceremo- 
nies in this degree—showing them ali to 
be to the credit and glorification af Ma 
sonry. It ig not particularly interesting. 

In closing, the Master raps esven end 
says to Warden— What ia the timet 

Senior Wardez—-Time is no more | 

Master (raps seven times)-~Venerable 
Kuights aod Princes, as tine is now no 
wore, I declare this Council closed 
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SOVEREIGN PRINCE 
OF 
ROSH-CROIX DE HARODIM, 
AND 
ENIGHT OF THE EAGLE AND 


PELICAN. 


This Order is called Rose-Croix from 
the rose on the cross of the Jewel being 
emblematical of the Son of God, who is 
compared to a rose by the evangelist. 


Harodim, because the first Chapter of the 


degree was held on a mountain of that 
name, Knight of the Eagle, because of 
the eagle on the jewel; and of tho Peli- 
can, which is emblematical of Christ, 
who shed his blood for mankind. 

Three apartments are necessary for a 
Chapter in this degree. The first one 
represents Mount Calvary, and is hung 
with black : it is lighted by three candle- 
bras, each having eleven branchcs, and 
each branch holding a yellow wax can- 
die-—thirty-three lights in all. The can- 
Glebras are placed on three columns, or 
piliars, six feet high, in the west end of 
the room: on one is the word FAITH, on 
the second HOPE, and on the third CHA- 
RiTY—the inscriptions being in letters of 
gold. At the east end is a hill, or bank, 
raised to represent Calvary; on it are 
three crosscs, and on each cross isa skull 
and cross-bones. In front of this bank 
stands the sitar, covered with black 
cloth: on it a cross, andtwo lighted can- 
dles of yellow wax: behind it a black 
curtain, extending to the ceiling, to in- 
tercopt the view of the Mount. The 
Master’s seat is on the step of the altar, 
as hereafter shown. 

The second apartment should contain 
a transparency of Christ ascending to 
Heaven: over it a transparent triangle 
surrounded with rays. The Altar stands 
in front of the transparency, and is light- 
ed by the transparency, as no naked 
lights are permitted in the room. Behind 
tbe transparencies should be an organ, or 
some solemn music. 

The third apartment represents HELL. 
This is shown by transparencies of mon- 
sfers and human heings suffering the tor- 
zuents of the damned, with devils stirring 
them up with pitchforks, &c¢., and flames 
encircling them. On each side of the en- 
trance, human skeletons representing 
death, with arrows in their hands. The 
apartments are connected by one door. 

The Knights are clothed in black, and 
wear swords. They have on over their 
clothes a white chasuble (similer to thoge 
worn by Catholic priests at mags) bor» 
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dered with black, and on it a red cross 
two inches wide, and reaching from top 
to bottom. . 

The Master wears a brilliant star of 
seven points over his heart: it has a cir- 
cle in its centre with tho letter J on it, 
and around the edge the words Faith, 
Hope, Charity. The Senior Warder 
wears a triangle, and the Junior Warden 
wears the square and compasses., 1 

The Aprons are white, lined and bor 
dered with black: on the flap are three 
red roses placed triangularly, and a hue 
man skuil and cross-bones: at the bote 
tom, a globe surrounded by a serpent: 
on the pocket lid, the letter J, The bre- 
thren in the second chamber have their 
aprons lined and bordered with red: tri- 
ple triangles and three squares within 
three circles, in each circle the letter J, 
on the flap: on one side compasses stand- 
ing upright on a triangle, on the othér the 
same standing on a square within a circle, 

The jewcl is a golden cross, suspended 
by a scarf of black ribbon, a black and 
a red rose just above it on the scarf: on 
the breast, a small cross of red ribbon. 

Most Wise and Perfect Master is seat- 
ed on a step of the altar in the principal 
apettment, having before him a smal) 
tablo, on which is a lighted yellow wax 
candle, a Bible, square and compasses, 
andatriangle. There are no chairs at 
all in the place, the brethren seating 
themselves on the floor. 

Most Excelent and Perfect Senior 
Warden in the north, Junior Warden in 
the south, and Secretary, Treasurer, and 
Captain of the Guards, (all styled Most 
Excellent and Perfect,) comprise the re- 
maining officers. 

The brethren are styled Most Respecte 
able and Perfect Knights, 

In opening, the Master says—My Por- 
fect Brothers, Knights Princes Masona, 
please to assist me to open this Chapter, 

The two Wardens repeat this, 

Master raps three and four, and the 
two Wardens rap the sama, 

Master—Most Excellent and Perfect 
Wardens, what is our care? 

Senior Warden—To ascertain whefher 
the Chapter is well covered, and if all 


the brethren present are true Knights. 


Master—Convince yourselves, my per- 
fect brethren, one from the south and ons 
from the north. 

The two Wardens examine all the 
brethren present in the sign, word and 
token of this degree, and report to tke 
Master that all present are true Kùighta 
of Rose-Croix, and of the Eagle. 

Master to Warden-~What is the hour? 
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Senior Warden—It is the moment that 
the veil of the Temple was rent; when 
darkness and consternation covered the 
earth; when the stars disappeared, and 
the Jamp of day was darkened; when 
the implements of Masonry were lost, 
and the cubic stone sweated blood and 
water; that was the moment when the 
great Masonic word was lost. 

Master—Since Masonry has sustained 
80 great a loss, let us cndeavor, by new 
works. to recover the lost word, for 
which purpose we will open this Chap- 
ter of Kose-Croix. 

Senior Warden—Brethren, the Sove- 
reign Chapter of Rose-Croix is open; 
let us do our duty. 

Junior Warden repeats the same, and 
the Knights kneel on their right Knee at 
the altar and repeat the words, ‘‘ Let us 
do our duty,” seven times, making a 
pause before the seventh. 

This ends the opening. and the busi- 
ness of the Chapter proceeds. If a can- 
didate is to be admitted, he is obliged 
first to obtain permission to become a 
candidate, in the following manner: He 
presents his certificate that he is in good 
standing as a Prince of Jerusalem and a 
Knight of the East and West, snd at the 
same time a written petition for admis- 
sion to this degree. The certificate and 
petition he must bring personally to the 
door of the Chapter, and kneel there 
while they are read. He must then 
sign the petition, and remain on his knees 
until an answer to it is thrown out of the 
door, when he rises and reads it., In tho 
answer he will find a day appointed to 
receive him, and the name of the Knight 
who is to give him necessary instruction, 

Tho Knight who is named in the an» 
swer, directs the candidate to procure 
three pairs of gloves, (one pair of which 
murt be women’s,) and two sticks of fine 
sealing wax for the seals. 2d. He is or- 
dered to present to each of the brethren, 
one pair of men’s, and one pair of wo- 
men’s gloves, and two sticks of sealing 
wax. 3d. He must make a donation of 
at least — dollars to tho Superior Lodge, 
Chapter, or Council of the Sublime De- 
grees, which must be dono before he is 
rmceived, and may be appropriated either 
to defray the expenses of the Order, or 
be given to the poor. He must also pre- 
sent to the Chapter three white wax 
candles for the Master, and two to each 
of the Knights, at his reception, previ- 
ous to his entering into the third apart- 
ment. 4th. He must solemnly engage 
on his honor, never to reveal the place 
where he was received, who received 
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him, nor those who were present at his 
reception, tb. He solemnly promises 
to conform to all the ordinances of the 
Chapter, and keep himself uniformly 
clothed as far as he is able. 6th. Ho 
must promise to acknowledge his Master 
at all times and in all places; never to 
confer this degree without permission, 
and to answer for the probity and re: 
spectability of those whom he proposes. 
7th. That he will be extremely cautious 
in granting this degree, that it may not 
be multiplied unnecessarily. If the can- 
didate promises to perform these requisi- 
tions he may be admitted. 

After these conditions are complied 
with, the Chapter is usually ready to re- 
ceive him. 

Master to Senior Warden—What is 
the cause of our assembling here ?, 

Senior Warden—The propagation of 
the Order, and the perfection of a Knight 
of the East and West, who demands to 
be received among us. 

Candidate is now balloted for, and if 
no black ball appears, he is at once 
placed in the Chamber of Refiection. 
This is an apartment painted black, a 
small table in the centre, on which is a 
Bible, and a skull and cross-bones; and 
the only light in the room is from within 
the skull. 

Master of Ceremonies goes in to the 
candidate, dresses him as a Knight of the 
East and West, and puts on a sword and 
white gloves. He then says to him—<All 
the temples are demolished; our tools 
are destroyed, with our columns; the 
sacred word is lost, notwithstanding all 
our precaution; and we are in ignorance 
of the means of recovering it, orof know- 
ing each other. The Ordor, in general, 
is in the greatest consternation! Will 
you assist us in recovering the word? 

Candidate—Most cheerfully. 

Master of Ceremonies—Follow me. 

Candidate is conducted to the door of 
the Chapter, where Master of Ceremo 
nies raps three and four, 

Senior Warden (from within)—What 
do you want? 

Master of Ceremonies—It is a brother 
Knight of the East and West, who is 
wandering in the woods and mountains, 
and who, at the destruction of the second 
Temple, lost the word, and humbly so» 
licits your assistance to recover it, 

The door is opened and the candidate 
is introduced. Al the brethren are seat- 
ed on the floor, the right band on their 
necks, their left covering their face, their 
heads down, elbows on their knees, and 
their jewels covered with black crape. 
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Blaster sits at the foot of the altar fn 
the same position. 

Senior Warden raps three and four, 
and introduees candidate to the Master 
asa Knight of the East and West, who 
was wandering in the woods, &e. 

liaster to eandidate—My brother, con- 
fusion has come on our works, and it is 
no longer in our power to continue 
them; you must perceive from our looks, 
and the eonsternation whieh prevails 


amung us, what confysion reigns on the 


earth. The veil of the Teinple is rent, 
fat this moment the black curtain in 
front of Mount Calvary is withdrawn,] 
the light is obscured, and darkness 
spreads over the earth; the flaming star 
has disappeared, the cubie stone eweats 
blood and water, and the sacred word is 
lost; therefore it is impossible we ean 
give it to you, nevertheless it is not our 
intention to remain inactive: we will 
endeavor to recover it. Are you dis- 
posed to follow us? 

Candidate—Yes, I am. 

Master—Brother Wardens, it is neces- 
sary that this worthy Knight, our bro- 
ther, should travel for thirty-three years, 
to learn the beauties of the new law. 

The two Wardens now lead candidate 
slowly round the room, and when he 
passes before the altar he must kneel, 
and when passing in the west he bends 
his right knee, they make him observe 
the columns and repeat the naine of each 
as he passes them. 

After passing several times round the 
room, the thirty-three years aro supposed 
to have expired, and the Wardens stop 
before the Master. 

Master to candidate—My brother, what 
have you learned on your journey ? 

Candidate (instructed)—I have learned 
three virtues by which to cozduct myself 
in future, Faith, Hope, Charity ; inform 
mo if there are any others ? 

Master—No, my brother, they are the 
principles and the pillars of our new 
mystery. Approach near to ts and make 
an engagement never to depart from that 
faith. 

The brethren, all rise. ee 

Candidate now kneels on the step of 
the altar, places his hand on the Bible, 
and takes the following obligation : 

I, John Smith, do most solemnly and 
sincerely promise and swear, under the 
penalty of all my former obligations, 
which I have taken in the preceding de- 
grees, never to reveal, cither direetly or 
indireetly, the seereta or mysteries of 
Knight of the Eagle and Pelican, Sove- 
reign Prince of Rose Croix, to any bro- 
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ther of an inferior degree, nor to any in 
the world besides, who is not justly and 
lawfully entitled to the same, under the 
penalty of being forever deprived of the 
true word, to be perpetually in darkness, 
my blood continually running from my 
body, to suffer without intermission the 
most cruel remorse of soul; that the bit- 
terest gall, mixed with vinegar, be my 
constant drink ; the sharpest thorns for 
my pillow; and that the death of the 
cross may eomplete my punishment, 
should I ever infringe or violate, in any 
manner or form, the laws and rules which 
have been, are now, or may be hereafter 
made known or prescribed to me; and 1 
do furthermore swear, promise and en- 
gage on my saered word of honor, to ob» 
serve and obey all the decrees which may 
be transmitted to me by the Grand In- 
speetors General, in Supreme Couneil, of 
the thirty-third degree ; that I never will 
reveal the plaee where I have been re- 
eeived, nor the ceremony used at my re- 
ception, to any person on earth but to a 
lawful Prince of Rose Croix; that I nev- 
er will initiate any person into this do- 
gree but by a lawful patent obtained for 
that purpose, either from this Chapter, 
or from a Superior Council: so help me 
God, and keep me steadfast in this my 
solemn obligation. Amen. 

Candidato kisses the Bible. 

Master—-Brethren, all is aeeomplished. 

The brethren all place themselves on 
the floor and eover their faces with their 
hands, exeept. the Wardens, who continue 
with the Master, and the eandidate, whom 
they deprive of his apron and order. 

The Master now invests candidate with 
the chasuble and says—This habit, my 
brother, teaches you the uniformity of 
our manners, and our belief, and will re- 
eall to your recollection the principal 
points of our mysteries. The black apron 
with whick I invost you, is to mark our 
sincere repentance of those evils whieh 
was the cause of all our misfortunes, and 
it will also serve to show you those who 
are in seareh of the true word; the rib- 
bon is the mark of our constant mourn- 
ing, till wé have found it. Pass to the 
west and assist us to seareh for it, 

Wardens take candidate to the west, 

Master knocks six and one, as a Knight, 
Wardens repeat it. Allthe brethren rise 
and, place themselves under the sign of 
the good pastor, as on page 166.. 

Master—Brother Wardens, what is the 
motive of our assembling ? 

Senior Warden—The loss of the word, 
which, with your assistance, we hope to 
recover, 
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Master—What must we do to obtain it? 

Senior Warden—To be fully convinced 
of the three virtucs which are the basis 
of our columns and our principles. 

Master-—-What are they ? 

Scnior Warden—Faith, Hope, Charity. 

Mastor—How shall we find thosc three 
columns ? 

Senior Wardcn—By traveling three 
days in the most profound obscurity. 

Mastcr—Lcect us travel, brethren, from 
east to north, and from west to south. 

All the brethren travel in silence, bend- 
ing their knecs as they pass the altar in 
the cast, and go seven times round. At 
the third time of going round the Master 
passes to the second apartment; at the 


fourth time, the Wardens; at the fifth |. 


time, all the officcrs, at the sixth time, 
all the brethren; at the seventh time, 
the Master of Ceremonies stops the can- 
didate and says—You cannot entcr un- 
less you give me the word. 

Candidate-—J am in search of the word, 
by the help of the new law and the three 
columns of Masonry. 

During this time the brethren in the 
second apartment take off their black 
decorations, and put on the red, and also 
uncover their jewcls. 

Candidate knocks on the door, and the 
Warden for answer, shuts the door in 
his face. 

Master of Cercmonics—These marks 
of indignity are not sufficieutly humili- 
ating; you must pass through more rig- 
orous proofs, bcfore you can find it. {He 
then takes off the candidate the chasuble 
and black apron, and puts over him a 
black cloth covered with ashes and dust, 
and says])—I am going to conduct you 
into the darkest and most dismal place, 
from whence the word shall triumphant- 
ly come to the glory and advantage of 
Masonry; place your confidence in me. 

Master of Ceremonies now takes can: 
didate into the third apartment, and 
takes from him his covering, and makes 
him to go three times around, (showing 
him the representation of the torments 
of the damned,) when he is led to the 
door of the Chapter and the Master of 
the Ceremonies says—The horrors which 
you have just now scen, are but a faint 
representation of those you shall suffer, 
if you break through our lows, or infringe 
the obligation you have taken. 

Master of Ceremonies raps three and 
four, and Senior Warden reports to Mas- 
ter that there is an alarm at the door. 

Master—-See who knocks. 

Servior Warden—Who knocks there? 

Mastor of Ceremonies—It is a Knight, 
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who, after having passed through the 
most profound and difficult places, hopes 
to procure the rea] word ása recompense 
for his labor. 
The Wardens report this to the Master. 
Master—Introduce him to the west of 
the Chapter with his cyes open. 
Tho Wardens bring in candidate, and 
then cover him again with his veil. 
Master-—-From whence came you? 
Candidate—From Judea, 
Master~By what road have 
passed ? 
Candidate—By Nazarcth. 
Master—Who conducted you? 
Candidate—Raphael. 
Master—What tribe are you of ? 
Candidatc—Of the tribe of Judzh, 
Masicr—Take the initial letters of each 
of these words; what do they form? 
Candidate—J, N, R, J. 
Master-—My brethren, what happiness! 
the word is recovered; give him the light. 
The veil is taken off, and all the bre 
thren, striking with their hands seven 
times, ery—Hosanna in the highest; au 
carth peace, good will towards men! | 
The music immediately plays the fol- 
lowing anthem, which is devoutly sung 
by all the Knights : 


Gratcful notes and numbers bring, 
While the ‘name of God” we sings 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

Be thy glorious name adored. 
Men on earth and saints above 
Sing the great Redeemer’s love. 
Lord, thy mercics never fail, 

Hail, cclestial goodness, hail! 
While on earth ordained to stay, 
Guide our footsteps in thy way : 
Mortals raise your voices high, 
Till they reach the echoing sky. 


After the anthem is sung, Master says 
to candidate—Approach, my brother, 2 
will communicate to you our perfect 
mysteries. 

Wardens conduct candidate to Master, 
who continues—I congratulate you, my 
brother, on the recovery of the word, 
which entitics you to this degrce of Per- 
fect Masonry. I shall make no comment 
or eulogium on it. Its sublimity will, no 
doubt, be duly appreciated by you. The 
impression which, no doubt, it has made 
on your mind, will convince you that 
you wcre not deceived when you was in- 
formed that the ultimatum of Masonic 
perfection was to be acquired by this de- 
gree. It certainly will be a source of 
very considerable satisfaction to you, 
that your merit alone has entitled you to 
it And I hope, my brother, that your 
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good conduct, your zcal, your virtue and 
diseretion, may always render you de- 
serving of the high honor which you 
have received, and I sincercly wish that 
your life may long be preserved, to en- 
able you to continue an useful member, 
and an ornament to our Society. 

Master now instructs candidate in the 
signs, token, and words of this degree, 
as follows: 

First sign—termed the sign of the good 
Shepherd. Cross the arms on the breast, 
with hands extended and eyes raised to 
heaven. 

Second sign—the sign of reconciliation. 
Raise the right hand, and with the fore 
finger point to heaven. It is answered 
by pointing to the earth with the fore fin- 
ger. This sign and answer are given al- 
ternately. 

Third sign—that of help. Crosg the 
legs, the right behind the left. Answer: 
cross the legs, the left behind the right. 

Token—Give the sign of the good Pas- 
tor; face each other; bow; place reci- 
procally the hands on the breast crossed; 
give the fraternal kiss, pronouncing at 
the same time tho pass-word, 

Pass-word—EMMANUEL. 

Sacred word—INRL This is given by 
pronouncing its letters alternztely. They 
are initials of the words Jcsus, Naza- 
renus, Rex, Judxorum. Jesus of Naze- 
reth, King of the Jews. 

Master to candidate—Go, my brother, 
end make yourself known to all the 
members of the Sovereign Chapter, and 
return again. 

The candidate goes and whispers in the 
ears of the Knights the pass-word; he 
then returns, and kneels before the altar. 
All the brethren place their right hands 
on bhin 

The Sovereign Master now takes the 
ribbon, to which is suspended the true 
jewel uncovered, and says—By the power 
which I have reccived from the Sovereign 
Chapter of Rose-Croix de Harodim, I re- 
ceive and constitute you Prince Knight 
of the Eagle and Pelican, Perfect Free 
Mason de Harodim, under the title of the 
Fvose-Croix, that you may enjoy, now 
and for ever, all the privileges, preroga- 
tives and titles attached to that sublime 
degree, a8 virtue and humanity are the 
foundations of it. I hope, my brother, 
never to see you dishonor the ribbon 
with which you have been invested, and 
which a perfect Mason should never quit 
but at his death. 

The Lecture is now giver, which mere- 
ly describes the ceremonies of initiating 
& candidate in this degree, 
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In closing, the Master raps seven on 
the step of the altar. 

Both Wardens rap seven, when all the 
Knights rise. 

Master—Most Excellent Brother Se- 
nior Warden, what is the hour? 

Senior Warden—The moment when 
the word was recovered; when the cu- 
bic stone was changed into a mystic rose, 
when the flaming star appeared in all its 
splendor ; when our altars resumed their 
ordinary form; when the true light dis- 
pelled darkness, and the new law be 
comes visible in all our works. 

Master now passes round a charity box 
for the brethren to contribute for bre- 
thren in necessity. 

Master—Has any of the Respectable 
Knights present anything to offer for the 
good of the Order, or of this Chapter? 

If nothing offers, Master says—Brother 
Wardens, give notice that this Chapter is 
now going to be closed. 

Wardens each rap seven, and proclaim, 
respectively, that the Chapter is going to 
be closed. 

The Master leaves his place, makes his 
obeisance, embraces all the Knights, and 
says—Profound peace. 

All the brethren do the same, 

Master (who resumes his place and raps 
three and four)—My brethren, this Sove- 
reign Chapter of Rose-Croix is closcd; 
let us do our duty. 

All exclaim, Vivat. 

Master—Let us go, my brethren, and 
make the reflection which our work re- 
quires; let us go, and return in peace. 





GRAND PONTIFF. 
This degree is founded on certain apo- 


| calyptic mysteries in the Revelations of 


St. John, relating tothe New Jerusalem. 
The meeting is termed a Chapter, the 
room being hung with blue, sprinkled 
with gold stars. In the east is a transs. 
pareucy representing the Sun, and-the 
New Jerusalem. Through this comes all 
the light which illuminates the Chapter. 
The-draft, or carpet on the floor, repre- 
sents a square city (cclestial Jerusalem) 
with twelve gates, three on each side; 
and in the midst of the city a tree bear- 
ing twelve different kinds of fruit. The 
city appears to be elevated, or suspended 
in the clouds, and under it is represented 
the Old Jerusalem in ruins, and on the 
ruins is the hydra serpent with three 
heads, in chains. The New Jerusalem 
appears to be descending upon the old 
one, and crushing the hydra, On one gide: 
of the draft is represented a mountaia, 
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Thrico Potent Master is seated on a 
throne in the cast, under a canopy of 
blue and gold, and is clothed in white. 

Faithful Warden, clothed in white, is 
seated in the west, with a golden staff in 
bis hand, 

These two are the only officers. The 
members are styled Faithful and True 
Brethren, and are clothed in white, each 
wearing 2 blue cap, or fillet, with twelve 
gold stars on it. They (as well as the 
Officers) also wear the order, which is a 
broad crimson scarf, with twelve gold 
gtars in front, and attached to which, 
hanging down at the side, is a square 
golden plate, with ALPHA engraved on 
one side and OMEGA on the other. 

In opening the Chapter, Thrice Po- 
tent Master raps twelve in a slow and 
measured manner, and says to the War- 
@en—Faithful brother, what is the hour? 

Warden—The hour is foretold. 

Master—~Faithful brethren, the whole 
fs Alpha, Omega and Emmanuel; let ug 
work, 

Warden raps twelve in same manner 
as the Master, and seys—Faithful bre- 
thren, the Chapter is open. 

When a candidate is admitted to this 
Order he must come decorated ay o 
Knight of the East and West, and hzve 
on & blue gatin cap, or fillet, with twelve 
gold starsin front. He is introduced into 
the Chapter without ceremony, and tho 
Warden places him on the top of the 
mountain (on the draft) and anys: 

Warden——-Brother, do you detest what 
is perfidious? do you promise that you 
will break all communications, corre- 
spondence and friendship with those who 
axe so? 

Candidate—-I promise and swear, 

Warden now backs down the moun- 
tein towards the New Jerusalem, and 
then takes a surveyor’s chain and mea- 
sures the four sides of it. He then ad- 
vances to candidate again. 

Warden—Brother, that city (pointing 
to Jerusalem) measures twelve thousand 
furlongs on each side. 

Warden (leading candidate) again backs 
down the mountain, and places him be- 
fore the draft facing tha Master. Paus- 
ing a moment, he dirécts him to take 
three square steps towards the chained 
three-headed serpent, then one step on 
each gide of the three heads—then causes 
him to kneel three times with his right 
knee, at the same time holding his right 
hand horizontally towards the Master, 

Master—Resume your position, and re- 
receive the sign, token and words, 

Warden now leads candidate back 
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throe steps, which brings him to the bot 
tom of the draft, where he instructs hint 
in the sign, tokens and word of the de- 
gree, as follows: 

Sign—Elevate right hand horizontally, 
fingers extended: cross the three last fin- 
gers perpendicularly. 

Token—Each places the palm of the 
right hand on his forehead: one says, 
Hallelujah! the other says, Praise the 
Lord! ‘The first now says, Emmanuel; 
the second says, God bless you! 

Pass-word—EMMANUEL. 

Sacred Word—lALLELUJAH, or some- 
times, ALLELUIA. 

Candidate ig now invested with tho 
Order of the degree, which closes the 
ceremony. 

Before closing the Chapter, the Lecture 
is given as follows: 

Master—~\My faithful brother Warden, 
what are you? 

Warden—i am a true Sublime Grand 
Pontiff. 

Master—Whero have you received thin 
degreo ? 

Warden—In a place where there is 
neither sun nor moon to light it. 

Master—LExplain this to me ? 

Warden—-Ag the Grand Pontiff never 
wants any artificial light, the Faithful 
and True Brothers, the Sublime Grand 
Pontiffs, do not want riches or titles to 
be admitted into the Sublime Degrees, 
as they provo themselves worthy of ad- 
inittance by their attachment to Masonry 
~—the faithful discharge of their several 
obligations—their virtue, and true and 
sincere friendship for their brethren in 
general 

Masicr—~What does the draft of this 
Lodge represent ? 

Warden—A square city of four equal 
sides, with three gates on each side; in 
the middle of which is & tree, which 
bears twelve different kinds of fruit. 
The city ís suspended as on clouds, and 
seems to crush a three-headed serpent, 

Master—Eixplain this to me, 

Warden-—The square city represents 
ancient Free Masonry, under the title of 
Grand Pontiff, which comes down from 
Heaven to replace the ancient Temple— 
represented by the ruins and the threes 
headed serpent underneath, 

Master—How comes Masonry'!to have 
fallen into ruin, since we are bound to 
support it, and ere attached to it by our 
obligations, which cannot be equivocal ? 

Warden—It was so decreed in old 
times, which we learn from the writings 
of St. John, whom we know was the frat 
Mason who held a Lodge of Perfection. 
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Master—Where does St. John say this? 

Warden—In his Revelation, where he 
speaks of Babylon and the celestial Je- 
rusalem, 

Master—What signifies the tree with 
the twelve different fruits, which stands 
in the centre of the square city ? 

Warden—-The tree of life is placed 
there to make us understand where the 
sweets of life are to be found; and the 
twelve fruits signify that we meet in 
every month to instraot ourselves mu- 
tually, and sustain each other against the 
attacks of our enemies, 

Master—W hat is the meaning of the 
satin fillet, with the twelve golden stars, 
which the candidate wore round his fore- 
head? 

Warden—It procures those who wear 
it an entrance into our Ledge, as it like- 
wise procures the entrance of those who 
wear it into the celestial Jerusalem, as 
St. John himself informs us. 

Master—-What is the meaning of the 
twelve golden stars on the fillet of the 
eandidate and on those of the brethren ? 

Warden—They represent the twelve 
angels who watched at the twelve gates 
of the celestial Jerusaiem, 

Master—What signifies the blue hang- 
ings, with the golden stars thereon? 

Warden—The blus is the symbol of 
lenity, fidelity, and sweetness, which 
ought to be the share of every faithful 
and true brother; and tho stars repre- 
gent those Masons who have given proof 
of their attachment to the statutes and 
rules of the Order; which, in the end, 
will make them deserving of entering 
into the celestial Jerusalem. 

Master—W hat age are you? 

Warden—I reckon no ore. 

Master—What remains for yor to ac- 
quire ? 

Warden—The sublime truths of the 
degree above this. 

Master— VW hat is your name? 

Warden—Faithful and trae brother, 

In closing the Chanter, Thrice Potent 
Master inquires of Warden—Waat is 
the hour? 

Warden—The hour is accomplished, 

fester-—-Alpha and Omevel Faithful 
and truo brethren, let us rejoice. 

Master now raps twelve, as In the 
opening, aud says—It is time to close our 
labors. 

Warden Taps twelve in same manner, 
and notifies the brethren that the Thrice 
Potent Master is now about to close the 
Chapter. 

The Master then says—I declare this 
Chapter closed 
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GRAND MASTER 
OF 
ALL SYMBOLIC LODGES. 


Tho Master of a Lodge in this degree 
represents Cyrus Artaxerxes, and holds 
his office for life. The ceremonies go 
back to the building of the second Tem- 
ple. The Lodge is hung with blue and 
yellow Crapery. A throne in the east is 
clevated nine steps, and is covered with 
a blue canopy: in front of the throne is 
a table, and on it lies a sword, a Bible, 
square aud compasses, and a mallet. In 
ths south is a candlestick with nine lights, 

Grand Master is seated on the throne 
in the east, wearing royal robe, crown, 
two scarfs, or orders, one blue and the 
other yellow; and they cross each other 
on the breast. 

Junior and Senior Wardens ate both 
seated in the west, wearing blue and yel- 
low scerfs, crossed in front and rear, and 
the jewel of the degree suspended from 
the yellow one. Itis a golden triangular 
plate, with the word SECRET engraved on 
one side, and the letter R on the other. 

The brethren dress as Princes of Jeru- 
salem, and ali of thera wear bluo and yel- 
low scarfs. 

In opening the Lodge, the Grand 
Master says—{ desire to open this Lodge 
of Symbclic Grand Masters. [Descends 
to the lowest step of the throne in front 
of the table.] 

Master inquires of the Senior Warden 
if the Lodge is duly tyled. Senior War. 
den ascertains that it is, and so reports. 

Master raps one and two with the mal- 
let on the table, aud Junior and Senior 
Wardens both repeat the raps, which to- 
gether make vine, 

Master to Senior Warden+-Where is 
your Master placed ? 

Senior Warden—IJn the east. 

Master— Why in the eant? 

Senior Warden—Becanso the glorious 
sun rises in the east to itlimine the 
world. 

Mastcr—<As I sit in the east, I open this 
Lodge of Symbolic Grand Masters. 

Senior V/arden—I sit in the west te 
assist our Grand Master to opon this 
Lodge. 

Junior Warden says the same. 

Each officer now raps one and two, 
and the brethren clap one and two with 
their banda, when the Lodge is declared 
to be duly opened. 

When a candidate is to bå sdmitted to 
this degree, he represents “erubbabel, 
and enters the Lodge by himself witir 
out being introduced, having firs’ deco» 
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rated himself with the jewels and badges 
of the highest degrees he hastaken. Tho 
Wardens ‘take him by the hand, and 
place him in a blue elbow chair, oppo- 
site to the Grand Master, who demands 
from him all the words, from an Entered 
Apprentice up to this degree, and then 
interrogates him as follows: 

Master—From whence came your 

Candidate—From the sacred vault at 
Jerusalem, 

Master—What come you to do here ? 

Cundidate—I am come to see and visit 
your works, and show you imine, that we 
may work together and rectify our mo. 
rals, and, If possible, sanctify the pro- 
fane—but only by permission of a Prince 
Adept. or Prince of the Roya! Seeret, 

Master—What have you brought ? 

Candidate—Glory, grandeur, beauty. 

Master-—Why do you give the name of 
8t. John to our Lodge ? 

Oandidate—Formerly all the Lodges 
were under the name of Solomon’s Lode, 
as the founder of Masonry ; but since the 
crusades we have agreed with the Knights 
Templers, or Hospitallers, to dedicate 
them to St. John, as he was the support 
of the Christians and the new laws. 

Master—What do you ask more ? 

Cundidate—Y our will and pleasure as 
you may find mo worthy, obedient, and 
virtuous, 

The Wardens now lead candidate nine 
times round the Lodge, beginning at the 
south, and then by nine square steps he 
advances to the throne, and walks over 
two drawn swords, laid across. There 
must be a pot with burning charcoal 
close by the throne, that the candidate 
may feol the heat of the fire while taking 
the obligation. 

On arriving at the table in front of the 
throne, tho candidate lays his right hand 
on the Bible: the Master covers it with 
his right hand, and then administers the 
obligation as follows, the candidate re- 
poating after him: 

I, John Smith, do solemnly and sin- 
cerely swear and promise, nacer the pen- 
alties of all my former obligations, to 
protect the Craft and my brethren with 
all my might, and not to acknowledge 
any one ior a true Mason who was not 
mado iu a regularly constituted and law, 
ful Lodge. IJ furthermore do swear, that 
I will strictly observe and obey all the 
statutes and regulations of the Lodge; 
and that I never will diselose or diseover 
the secrets of this degree, either directly 
or indirectly, except by virtue of a full 
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uty, and then to euch only ag have been 
Mastors of a regular Lodge. All this I 
swear under the penalties of being for- 
ever despised and dishonored by the Craft 
in general [Kisses the Bible.} 

Master then gives candidate the slgns, 
token, and words of this degree, viz.: 

First sign—fForm four squares, thus: 
with the fingers joined, and the thumb 
clevated, place your right hand on your 
heart—([this forms two squares.) Place 
the left hand on the lips, thumb cleveted 
B0 a8 to form a third square; place the 
keels so as to form a square with the fect. 

Second sign~—Place yourself on your 
knees, elbows on the ground, the head 
inclined towards the left. 

Third sigu—Cross the hands on tho 
breast, the right over the left, fingers ex- 
tended, thumbs elevated, and the feet 
forming a square, 

‘Token—Take reciprocally the right 
elbow with the right hand, the thumb on 
the outside, the fingers joined, and on 
the inside; press the elbow thus four 
times, slip the hands down to the wrists, 
raising the three last fingers, and press. 
the index on the wrist, 

Sacred word—KRAZABASSI, or RAZA- 
HAZ BETZI-Y aH. 

Pass-words—J ECHSON, JUBELLUM, ZA- 
NABOSAN, Some, however, give Jeho- 
vah as the sacred word, and Belshazzar 
as the pass-word. 

The Lecture is now given. The first 
part of it is historical of the degree, and 
iy usually omitted. It closes as follows: 

Masterto Senior Warden—\What means 
the fire in our Lodge? 

Senior Warden—Submission, purifica- 
tion of morals, and equality among the 
brethren. 

Master—What signifies the air? 

Senior Warden—-The purity, virtue,, 
and truth of this degrees, 

Master—What does the sign of the sun 
mean ? 

Senior Warden—It signifies that somo, 
of us are more enlightened than others! 
in the mysteries of Masonry; and for 
that reason we are often called Knights 
of the Sun, 

Master—How many signs have you in 
this- degree of Grand PontitY, which is 
Grand Master of all Lodges? 

Senior Warden—lIst, The sign of the 
earth, or Apprentice; 2d, of water—Fel- 
low Craft; 3d, of terror—the Master; 
4th, of fire; Oth, of air; 6th, of the point 
in view; 7th, of the sun; Sth, of aston« 
Ishment; 9th, of honor; 10th, of stench, 


power in writing, given me for that pur-] or strong smell; ilth, of admiration; 
pose by the Grand Inspector or his dep-| 12th. of consternation 
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in closing, the Grand Master says to 
Senior Warden—My brother, enter into 
the cave of SILOL—work with Grand 
RoFaADAM—measure your steps to the 
sun, and then the great black eagle will 
cover you with his wings, to the end of 
what you desire, by the help vf the Most 
Sublime Princes Grand Commanders, 

Master now raps four and two, and 
makes the sign of the four squares; the 
two Wardens rap the same, and make 
the same signs, and the brethren also 
make the signs and clap four and two 
with their hands, when the Lodge is đe- 
clared closed. 





CHIEF OF THE TABERNACLE. 


This degree commemorates the Jewish’ 


Order of Priesthood—of Aaron and his 
two sons, Eleazar and Ithamar—and the 
Lodge is designated a Hierarchy. 

The halt is hung. with white hangings, 
sustained by red and black columns ar- 
ranged at equal distances in pairs, The 
east is termed the Sanctuary, and is 
separated from the rest of the hall by a 
balustrade, and red curtains looped up 
on each side. Opposite to the curtains 
is a platform of sever steps-on which is 
a throne, and in front of it an altar cov- 
ered with red: on the altar lies a Bible 
and & poinard: above the, throne is the 
Ark of Alliance, ard above that the inef- 
fable name in Hebrew, JOD-HE-VAU-HE 
(God, or Jehovah) with rays radiating 
therefrom. On the right of this is a trans- 
parency of the sun, and on the left of it 
is one of the moon. In front of the sun 
is placed the altar of sacrifices, and in 
front of the moon the altar of incense. 
There two side altars are on the platform 
a little further in front than the centro 
one. In the west there are two candle- 
sticks with five branches each, in the 
form of a pyramid—in the east there is 
one candlestick with two branches. The 
officers are as follows: 

Sovereign Grand Sacrificer, seated on 
the throne in the east, wearing a long 
dark robe, and over it a short yellow 
robe, without sleeves. He also wears a 
mitre of golden tissue, with a red delta 
in front, the ineffable name in Hebrew 
characters upon it: also a black scarf, 
from left shoulder to right hip, fringed 
with silver, with a red rosetto at the bot- 
tom, from which is suspended a poinard. 

The two Wardens are called Grand 
Priests, and ara seated in front of the 
„ältar on the platform, dressed the same 
‘as theGrand Sacrificer, except that they 
bave no deltas in frout on their mitres, 
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The brethren (Levites) are clothed tn 
white robes, over which they wear the 
order of this degree, viz., a scarlet sash 
trimmed with gold fringe ; at the bottom, 
on right hip, a black rosette, frora which: 
hangs the jewel, which is a golden cens 
sor, or pot of incense. The apron is 
white, lined with scarlet, bordered with 
red, blue and purple ribbons: on it ifs 
pictured a golden chandelier with seven 
branches: on the flap of the apron is a 
violet-colored myrtle. 

In opening, Grand Sacrificer raps six 
and cne, and inquires—W hat is the hour 7 

Senior Grand Priest—It is the moment 


‘when the children of Hiram come here 


to sacrifice. 

Grand Sacrificer—Let us then begin 
our sacrifices. 

Fires are now kindled on the altars of 
sacrifice and incense, and the business 
of the evening proceeds. 

A candidate for this degree is intro- 
duced with his hat on, sandals on hig 
feet, and clothed in white linen small 
clothes. He represents Hamar,’ and is 
taken into a dark apartment with an 
altar in the centre, over which a light is 
suspended, Upon the altar are three 
human skulls and a Bible, and there isa 
human skeleton standing in front of it. 
A fire, or sacrifice, is kindled on the 
altar, and whon it is consumed, the cen- 
didate kneels and takes the obligation of 
the Levites, as follows: 

I, John Smith, do promise and swear 
never to reveal the secrets of this de- 
gree to any person in the world, except 
he has acquired all the preceding de- 
grees, and then, not unless within the 
body of a Sovereign Council of this de» 
gree of Chief of the Tabernacle, regu- 
larly holding its authority from some le- 
gally established Supreme Council of the 
thirty-third degree: nor will I be pres- 
ent, or aid, or assist at the communicating 
them, unless with the above-named au 
thority, regularly obtained. And in case 
I should violate this my sacred obliga- 
tion, I perjure myself: I consent that the 
earth should be opened before my eyey, 
and that I should be engulfed (swallowed 
up) even to my neck, and tltus miserably 
perish. To the fultilment of which, may 
God preserve me in my senses. Amen. 

Grand Sacrificer—In token of your 
sincerity in taking this obligation, you 
will kiss the Bible. 

Candidate kisses the Bible, 

The candidate is now conducted into 
the eastern apartment, where the sign, 
token and words are given him by the 
Grand Sacrificer, as follows ; 
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Sign—Advance the right foot, make 
the motion of taking a censor with tho 
right hand. 

.Token—Seize mutually the left elbow 
with the right hand, bending the arm so 
as to form a kind of circle. 

Sacred word—JEHOV AH. 

Pass-word—URIEL. The answer to it 
is—The Tabernacle of Revealed Truth. 

In closing, the Grand Sacrificer in- 
quires—Is the sacrifice consummated ? 

Senior Grand Priest—It is, most Gra. 
cious Sovereign. 

Grand Sacrificer then raps six slowly, 
and then one. ‘The Priests rap the same, 
and the ceremies are thus closed. 





PRINCE OF THE TABERNACLE. 


This degree is intended to illustrate 
the directions given to Moses for build- 
ing a Tabernacle in the promised land, 
as described in the twenty-fifth chapter 
of Exodus. There are two apartments 
adjolning each other. The first, termed 
the Vestibule, is where the brethren 
clothe themselves; andit is ornamented 
with various emblems of Free Masonry. 
The second is made perfectly circular by 
means of the hangings, which are usually 
blue and red. In the middle is a chan- 
delier with seven branches, and each 
branch with seven lights—forty-nine 
lights in all. Also a round table, in the 
centre of which is a cluster of inflamed 
heartS, and some incenso. One side is 
the altar. The Lodge is called a Hierar- 
chy, and the officers are as follows: 

Most Potent and Powerful Prince, rep- 
resenting Moses the lawgiver, stationed 
in the east. He is dressed ln 2 surplice 
sprinkled with gold stars; wears a blue 
silk tunic, the collar decorated with gold- 
en rays, a sash of broad watered scarlet 
ribbon from right shoulder to left side, 
with a golden letter A suspended from 
it, which is the jewel in this degree. 

There are three Wardens called Pow- 
erful Princes, stationed in the south, west 
and north, according to their respective 
ranks, as follows—Aaron, the Chief Priest, 
in the south; Bezaleel, the son of Uri, in 
the west; Aholiab, the son of Ahisa- 
mach, in the north. 

In opening, the Most Potent inquires 
of the Chief Pricst—Are we well tyled, 
aud in perfect security ? 

Chief Priest—We aro in safe security. 

Most Potent—Aro all present Princes 
of the Tabernacle ? 

Chief Priest—All are true and regular 
Princes. 

Most Potent—What is the hour? 
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Chief Priest—It is the first hour of the 
first day of the seven, for building this 
Hierarchy ; it is the first of the day of 
life, and the sweetness of the seven. 

Most Potent—Since it is so, you will 
give notice that I am about to open this 
Sovereign Council of the Hierarchy 

Chief Priest—Brothers Bezaleel and 
Aholiab, you will notify the brethren 
that this Sovereign Council is about to 
be opened by six and one. 

Wardens notify the brethren. 

Most Potent raps six distinctly, and 
then one, Wardens repeat, one after the 
other, when the Most Potent says—I de- 
clare this Sovereign Council duly opened. 

A candidate in this degree represents 
Eleazer, who succeeded Aaron in the du- 
ties of the Tabernacle. When about to 
be admitted, he is washed in water, and 
is led to the altar by six equal steps, and 
then one long step, where he kneels, and 
the Most Potent administers to him the 
following obligation : 

I, John Smith, do promise and swear 
that I will never reveal to any person in 
the world whatever, the secrets of this 
Degree of Prince of the Tabernacle ; 
and that I will never confer them, nor 
aid, or assist in conferring them on any 
person or persons, by my presence, or 
otherwise, except under an authority 
regularly obtained from some Supreine 
Council of the thirty-third degree, which 
has been constitutionally established, giv- 
ing full power so todo, That 1 willstand 
to, and abide by, all the laws, rules, and 
regulations which belong to this degres, 
or may regularly emanate from the Su- 
preme Council of tho thirty-third Degree, 
under which we are now acting; and in 
case I should violate this sacred obliga- 
tion, Í consent to be stoned to death, (as 
St. Stephen was,) and that my body be 
left to rot above ground, deprived of bu- 
rial. For the faithful performance of 
which, may the Almighty Architect of 
the Universe preserve me. Amen. 

Most Potent—In token of your sin- 
ecrity you will kiss the book. 

Candidate kisses the book, and remains 
on his knees. 

Most Potent now takes a hod of oil;. 
and a trowel, and says—I anoint, Elea- 
zer, thy right ear, thy right eye, and thy 
right thumb, with the holy oil, in token 
of thy being separated from the foibles 
of the world, and to set thee apart of 
well doers in this tabernacle of clay, to 
be raised at the great and awful day of 
judgment, as a shining monument of 
God's glory. in the house not made with 
bands, eternal in the heavens, 
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After the ceremony of initiation is over, 
the brethren seat themselves at the round 
table, where they are served with re- 
freshments and wine; the refreshments 
are not placed on the table, but are hand- 
ed to them as they order. After tha eat- 
ing, the Most Potent Prince takes å glass 
lof wine, and says— The warm mid-day of 
our golemnities invite our inclinations to 
new libations: let us charge, and drink 
to the grandeur of the glorious destiny 
which associates us! [The brethren drink 
off the cup at one draught.j 

The second toast is introduced in the 
same manner by the Chief Priest, who 
says—Powerful Brothers of the Hierar- 
chai Lodge, I give you the health of all 
Free Masons, clected or to be electod, for 
the unity of the seven and of three, 

The third toast is given by Most Po- 
tent, who says—Powerful Brothers, let 


ns drink to the health of the President of 


the United States, and to all in authority : 
may the Sovereign Master of the Universe 
fill them and us with joy and prosperity. 

In closing, the Most Potent gives the 
usual lecture, and then inquires the hour. 

Chief Priest—It is the day of life aud 
of tranquility. 

Most Potent—Let us then retire. 

Tho brethren now march rourd the 
circular room by six equal steps and ono 
long step, and Most Potent then deciareg 
the Counctii closed. 





DEGREE OF KNIGHT OF THE 
BRAZEN SERPENT. 


This degree illustrates the: Brazen Ser- 
pent set up by Moses, as described in the 
twouty-first chapter of Numbers. The 
Lodge is hung in red and blue drapery, 
and represouts Moses’s Tent: it is called 
the Court of Sinai: over head, the arch 
is epriukled with stars. A throne is 
erected in the east, aud over itis a trans- 
pareney of the burning bush, in the 
centre of which Hebrew characters are 
seen which signify ONE WHO SHALL 
LIVE. In the centre of the Lodge there 
fx a Mount, elevated by five steps, and in 
the form of a truncated cone. One bright 
light only is used to light the room. 

Most Powerful Grand Master, repre- 
senting Moses, is seated on the throne in 
the east. 

Two Wardđens, called Ministers, repro- 
seating Aaron and Joshua, are stationed 
jn the west and north, . 

Besides these there isa Grand Orator, 
or Pontiff—a Secretary, or Grand in- 
quirer—anod an Lixaminer, 
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The officers and brethren wear a red 
scart from the lett shoulder to the right 
hip, upon which is painted or embroider- 
ed the words Virtue and Valor, where it 
crosses the breast. The jewel is a golden 
serpent entwined on a cross in the form 
of tha letter T standing upon a triangle 
with the inefable name in Hebrew en- 
graved upon it. lt is suspended by a 
white ribbon. The apron is white, snrin- 
kled with black tears: on the flap a tri- 
angle with rays radiating from it: in the 
centre, the Hebrew letter H (pron. HE.) 

In opening, the Master raps five, three 
and one, and inquires of the first War. 
den— What is the hour ? 

Warden—lt is one past meridian. 

Master—If it is one, it is time to attend 
to the wants of our brethren. 

Master repeats his raps, and the War- 
dens do the same, when the Lodge is de. 
clared to be open, — 

If a eandidate is to be admitted, he 
repyesents a traveler—a captive loaded 
with chains who is to be delivered by 
Moses. He is introduced into the Lodge 
by five slow, three hurried, and one solis 
tery rap on ‘the door—advances to the 
altar by nine serpentine steps, and the 
following obligation is administered : 

I, John Smith, do solemnly promise 
and swear, in the presence of Almighty 
God, the Grand Architect of the Unt 
verse, that I will never reveal the secrets 
of thig Degree of Kuight of the Brazen 
Serpent; nor, by my presence, aid or ase 
sist in revealing them to any person or 
persons whatsoever, unless the candidate 
shall have taken all the preceding de- 
grees in a regular manner, nor without a 
legal authority, I now swear allegiance 
aud true faith. In case I should transe 
gress this my solemn obligation, and thus 
perjure myself, I freely consent to havg 
my heart eaten by the most venomous of 
serpents, and thus to perish most misera- 
bly ; from which may the Almighty Gre- 
ator of the Universe defend me! {Kisses 
the Bible. ] 

The Master instructs candidate in the 
sigas, token and words of this degres, ay 
follows: 

Cign—Cross the arms on the breast, 
and incline the body as if to kneel on one 
knee, Eutering Sign—Point to the earth 
as if showing 4 plaut. 

Token—Place yourself on the right of 
your corapanicn, and take his left wrist 
in your right hand. He answers by 
taking your left wrist with his rignt han 

Covered word—JOHN RALP. 

Sacred word——lLOSES, 

Password INRI, [given by lettors.} 
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In closing, the Master raps five, three 
and one, and inquires the hour. Warden 
answers, Four past meridian, Master 
then closes the Lodgo with similar cere- 
monies to those in previous historical 
degrees, 


(Ue SE? 


PRINCE OF MERCY ; 
OR, SCOTTISH TRINITARIAN DEGREE. 


This is founded on tho triple Covenant 
which God made—first with Abraham, by 
circumeision ; next with the Israelites in 
the wilderness, by the intermediation of 
Moses; third with all mankind by the 
death and suffering of Jesus Christ, 
From these three acts of mercy the 
name of this degree is derived. 

Tho meeting is called a Chapter, and 
the place of mocting the Third Heaven. 
The hangings of the room are green, 
supported by nine columns, alternately 
white and red, upon each of which is an 
arm of a ebandelier, sustaining nine 
lights, forming in all eighty-one lights. 
Tho canopy is green, white, and red; 
under which is a green colored throne. 
The Most Excellent Chief Prince uses an 
arrow, whose plume js on one side grecn, 
and on tho other side red, the spear being 
white and the point gilded. By the altar 
is a statue which represents Truth, cov- 
erod with the aforesaid three colors. 
This statue isthe palladium of the Order. 

The officers consist of Most Isxcellent, 
Chicf Prince, representing Moses, seated 
on the throne in the cast, and dressed in 
a tri-colored tunic of green,-white and red. 
Senior Warden, representing Aaron; Ju- 
nior Warden, representing Eleazer. A 
fourth officer is ealled the Sacrifieer, and 
a fifth, Guard of the Palladium. 

The offieers and brethren wear red 
aprons with sky-blue flaps, the aprons 
bordered with a white fringe, and a 
figure of the jowel of this degree cm- 


broidered thereon. Eaeh wears a eollar. 


of broad tri-colored ribbon, from which 
is suspended the jewel, which is a golden 
equilateral triangle : in the eentre of the 
triangle is a heart with the Hebrew let- 
ter H (he) upon it. 

In opening the Chapter, Most Excel- 
lont Chief Prince raps three, five and 
seven. 

A candidate being initiated into this 
degree represents Joshua, and simply 
approaches the altar by three egual 
steps, beginning with his left foot, and 
takes the following oath: 

J, John Smith, do promise and swear, 
in the preseuce of the Grand Architect 
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of the Universe, and this respectable as- 
sembly, and by the most sacred of obli 
gations, that I never will reveal the se- 
erets of this sublime degree of Prince of 
Mercy to any pe on or persons whatso- 
ever in the world, except they have re- 
ceived all the degrees below this in a cor- 
reet manner, and so tuereby I shall kuow 


them to be regularly entitled to the same. 


I furthermore promise and swear never 
to entrust this degree to any person, nor 
assist at any reception, unless I or they 
shall have been or are authorized by a 
particular permission or warrant for that 
purpose, from some Supreme Council of 
the thirty-third degree, regularly and 
constitutionally established, to whose au- 
thority, laws. rules, and regulations, I 
now swear true faith and allegiance; 
and in that case I promise and swear, 
never to give my consent before I have 
been plainly informed of the life, man- 
ners and morals of the candidate. Should 
I violate or transgress this, my solemn 
obligation, I consent to be condemned, 
cast out, and despised by the whole uni- 
verse. And may the Supreme Architeet 
of heaven and earth, guide, guard, and 
protect me, to fulfil the same, Amen. 
Amen. Amen. 

Chief Prince—In token of your sin- 
cerity in this obligation, kiss the Bible 

Candidate kisses the book. 

Chief Prince now instruets candidate 
in the signs, token and words, as follows: 

Signu of Entrance—Plaee the right hand 
above the eyes so as to form a triangle 
with the forehead. 

Second sign—F'orm a triangie with the 
thumbs and the two fore fingers, and place 
them on the abdomen, 

Sign of Help—Place the arms on the 
head, the hands open, the palms outward, 
and say—VVith me are the Children of 
Truth. 

Token and Word—Take your compan- 
ion’s shoulders with your hands, press 
them slightly, saying—GoOMEL, 

Sacred words—JEHOVAH JAKIN, [So- 
vercign Master of all thinga.] 

Common words—GHIBLIM, (Excellont 
Master,) and GABAON, (chamber of third 
heaven.) 

Pass-word—GOMEL. In some Lodges 
it is MAGACACIA, and in others, ABI, aud 
JAKINAL 

A Leeture is usually given in this de- 
gree, as follows: 

Chief Prince to Senior Warden—Are 
you a Prince of Mercy ? 

Warden—I have seen the Great Light 
in Triple Alliance of the blood of Jesus 
Christ, of which you and I have the mark, 
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Chief Prince—What is the Triple Al- 
liance ? 

Senior Warden—It is that which the 
Eternal made with Abraham by circum- 
cision: that which be made with his 
people in the desert, by the intercession 
of Moses; and that which he made with 
mortals, by the death and suffering of 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ, his dearly be- 
Joved son. 

Chief Prince—What is the age of a 
Prince of Mercy ? 

Senior Warden—Pighty-one years. 

There is no particular formality 
closing a Chapter in this degree. 


in 





SOVEREIGN COMMANDER OF 
THER TEMPLE. 


The meeting in this degree is styled a 
Court. The roam is hung with red dra- 
pery on black columns, from each of 
which projects a bracket, or branch, 
holding alight. In. the centre.is a chan- 
delier with three rows of lights, viz.: 
twelve on the lower row, nine on the 
middle, and six on the upper row—twen- 
ty-seven in all, Twenty-seven lights are 
also placed on a round table in the cen- 
tre, at which the Commanders are seat- 
ed. The officers are as follows: 

Most Potent Master Commander, seat- 
ed on a throne in the east, the throne 
eovered with red drapery, sprinkled with 
téars He wears a white robe; over it 
ared mantle lined with ermine, and on 
his head a pointed crown. 

Two Wardens are seated in the west 
and styled Most Sovereign Commanders. 
Each wears the Order of this degree 
around his neck, which is a white ribbon 
edged with red, and having embroidered 
upon it, in red, four Teutonic crosses: 
from it hangs a golden triangle, (the jewel 
of this degree,) upon which is engraved 
the Tetragrammaton, or sacred word, in 
Hebrew. 

The members (Sovereign Command. 
ers) are’seated at a round table in the 
centre of the Court. They, as well as 
the officers, wear white gloves, lined ang 
bordered with red. Each wears a rei 
sash, bordered with black, from the rig?:t 
shoulder to the left hip, from which is 
suspended a Teutonic golden cross. The 
apron is flesh-colored, lined and bordered 
with black: on the flap a cross encircled 
in a laure] wreath: on the apron a key. 

In opening the Court, Most Potent 
Master raps twelve, repeats, and then 
raps three. Addressing the Senior War- 
Geu, he then inquires the hour. 





RICHARDSON’S MONITOR OF FREE-MASONRY. 


Warden—It is ten, 

The Master then declares the Court 
open for business, If a candidate is to 
be admitted, he is introduced and march- 
ed three times round the room, when he 
pauses in front of the altar, kneels, and 
takes the following obligation : 

I, John Smith, in the presence of the 
one Almighty and only true God, tho 
Grand Architect of the Universe, and of 
this Venerable Court of Sovereign Com- 
manders of the Temple, do, of my own 
free will and accord, most solemnly and 
sincerely vow, promise, and swear, never 
to reveal the secrets of this degree which 
I am now receiving, to any person or 
persons below me, except in a Court 
lawfully holden, with a warrant or au- 
thority from some regularly established 
Supreme Council of the thirty-third De- 
gree, empowering me, and them with me, 
to work in this Sublime Dogtee. I fur- 
thermore promise and swear, that I never 
will conter, nor assist in conferring this 
degree, upon any person who has not, in 
2 legal and regular manner, taken all the 
foregoing degrees of Free Masonry. I 
furthermore promise and swear, that I 
will. pay due regard and submission to 
the Supreme Council, under whose au- 
thority we are now acting; and that I 
will always govern myself by their laws, 
rules, anc regulationg, so far as thé same 
shall come to my knowledge; and will 
do all in my power to support them, for 
the good of the Craft and the advantage 
of Free Masonry, agreeable to the Con- 
stitutions of the Order. To all this I so- 
lemriy swear, under the penalty of hav- 
ing the severe wrath of Almighty God 
infiicted on me; and may He have mercy 
on my soul in the day of judgment, agree- 
abiy to my performavce of this sacred 
obligation, Amen. Awen Amen. 

Master—In token of your sincerity, 
you will kiss the Bible. 

Candidate kisses the book. 

Most Potent Master Commander then 
instructs candidate in the signs, token 
and words of this degree, as follows: 

Sign, used only in the Court—Make a 
cross on ths forehead of your brother 
with the thumb of your right hand. Ths 
answer consists in kissing the forehead 
on the place where the cross was made. 

Ordinary sign—Place the two first fin-e 
gers of tbo right hand on the mouth, the 
others closed and towards the examiner. 

Token--Give threes blows with the 
right hand upon the left shoulder of the 
brother—he will answer by taking your 
right hand and giving it three light 
peculiar sugkeés (not describabie )- 
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Pass-word—SOLOMON. 

Sacred word—I. N. R. 1, 

There is no lecturo in this degree. In 
closing, the Master raps, as in opening, 
and inquires—What is the hour? 

Senior Warden—It is four. 

The Court is then closed. 





KNIGHT OF THE SUN; 
OR, PRINCE ADEPT. 


This degree is called the Key of His- 
torical and Philosophical Masonry. Its 
ceremonies and lectures give a history of 
the preceding degrees and explain the 
emblems. Its object is declared to be 
the inculcation of Truth. 

The meeting is called a Council, and 
the room (called the Sanctuary) is illu- 
minated by a single bright light, which 
ts made by a glass globe placed in the 
south: the globe is filled with clear wa- 
ter and there are lights placed behind it 
enough to make it look like a brilliant 
gun. There are no hangings, but the 
walls are painted to represent mountains 
and forest trees, The officers are— 

Thrice Puissant Grand Master, repre- 
senting Father Adam, is stationed in the 
east. He wears a robe of pale yellow, 
the color of the inorning, his hat on, and 
bolding in his right hand a golden scep- 
tre, on the top of which is a globe of 
gold. He represents the Sovereign Mas- 
ter of the World, and Father of all Men. 
He wears around his neck a golden 
chain, from which is suspended a golden 
sun, with a globe engraved thereon, 
which is the jewel of the degree. 

There is but ono Warden, who sits in 
the west, and represents Brother Truth. 
He wears the same ornaments as the 
Master: also the Order of the degree, 
which is a broad white watered. ribbon 
with an Eye of gold embroidered there- 
on: it is worn as a collar. 

There are seven other officers, viz.: 
“Zaphriel, Zabriel, Camiel, Uriel, Michael, 
Zaphacl, and Gabriel. These are the 
names of Cherubims, and they are dress- 
ed and decorated similar to Father Adam. 

The remaining members are called 
Sylphs, and all assist in the ceremonies 
of the Council, They wear the jewel, 
suspended by a fiery red ribbon to the 
third button-hole of the coat. 

In opening, the Master says to War. 
den— Brother Truth, what is the time on 
earth ? 

Warden—Mighty father, it is midnight 
among the profane, or cowans; but the 
sun is at jta meridian here. 
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Master—My dear children, let us pro- 
fit by its light, and it will conduct us in 
the path of virtue, and enable us to fol 
low that law by which we cannot fail to 
come to the knowledge of Pure Truth. 

Master makes a sign by putting his 
right hand on his left breast. The bre- 
thren respond by pointing upwards with 
the fore finger of their right hands, hold- 
ing the hand above the head. This is 
to indicate that there is but one God, who 
is the personification of Truth. 

Master—This Council is open: let us 
proceed with our duties. 

If a candidate is to be introduced, he 
first presents himself in the ante-cham- 


ber, where there are a number of Sylphs, 


each with a bellows, blowing a large pot 
of fire. At first they take no notice of 
him, but presently the most ancient 
Sylph goes up to the candidate, covers 
his face with black crape, and tells him 
to go to the door of the Sanctuary and 
knock on it six times with his open band. 

Candidate goes and knocks. 

Warden (opening the door a lttle)— 
What do you desire ? 

Candidate (instructed by Sylph)—TI de. 
sire to go out of darkness to see the true 
light, and to know the true light in all ita 
purity. 

Warden—What do you desire. more ? 

Candidate—To divest myself of origi- 
nal sin, and destroy the juvenile preju- 
dices of error, which all men are liable 
to, namely, the desire of all worldly at- 
tachments and praise, 

Warden closes the door, and goes and 
reports to the Master, who says—Introe 
duce him to the trne happiness. 

Warden returns, opens the door, and 
taking candidate by the hand, conducts 
hin’ to the middle of the Sanctuary, 
which is covered with black cloth. 

Master to candidate—My son, seeing 
by your labor iu the royal art, you are 
now come to the desire of knowledge 
of the pure and holy truth, we shall lay 
it open to yon without any disguise or 
covering. But, before we do this, con- 
sult your beart, and see at this moment 
if you feel yourself disposed to obey her 
(namely, Truth,) in all things which she 
commands. If you are disposed, I am 
sure she is ready in your heart, and you 
roust feel an emotion that was unknown 
to you before. This being the case, you 
must hope that she will not be long to 
manifest herself to you. But have a 
care not to defile the Sanctuary by a 
spirit of curiosity ; and take care not to 
increase the number of the vulgar and 
profane, that have for so long a time ill- 
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treated her, until Truth was obliged to 
Gepart the earth, and now can hardly 
trace any of her footsteps, But she alb 
ways appears in her greatest glory, with- 
out disguise, to the true, good, and honest 
Free Masons; that is to say, to the zeal- 
ous extirpators of superstition and lies. 
I hope, my dear brother, you will be one 
of her intimate favorites, The proofs 
that you have given, assure me of every: 
thing I have to expect of your zeal; for 
as nothing now can be more a secret 
among us, I shall order Brother Truth, 
that he will instruct you what you are to 
do in order to come to true happiness, 

Caadidate is now unveiled. 

Warden to candidate—Srother, by my 
mouth holy Truth speakcth to you. 

The Werden now instructs candidate 
iu the principles of all former degrees, 
and in all the symbols and signs from 
Entcred Apprentice upward, He ex- 
plains the objects and ends of each de- 
gree, as fully set forth in the text-books, 

Master—My dear son, what you have 
beard from the mouth of Truth is an 
ebridgment of all the consequences of 
all the degrces you have gone through, 
in order to come to the knowledge of the 
boly truth, contracted in your last enr- 
gagetnenis, Do you persist in your de- 
mand of coraing to the holy brother, and 
is that what you desire, with a clear 
heart {answer me, 

Candidsate—I persist, 

Master-—-Srother Truth, as the candi- 
dato persisis, approach with him to the 
Sanctuary, ia order that he may take a 
golen obligaticn to follow our laws, 
principles, and morals, and to attach him- 
self to us forever. 

Candidate now kneels, when the Mas- 
ter takes both his hands between his 
own and administers the following obli» 
geton: ra. 

X, John Smith, promise in the face of 
God, end between the hands of my So- 
vereign, and in presence of ail the bre- 
thren now present, never to take arms 
against my country, directly or indirect- 
ly, in any conspiracy against the Govern- 
ment thereof, I promise never to reveal 
any of the degrees of the Knight of the 
Sua, which is now on the point of be- 
ing intrusted to mo, to any person or 
persons Avhatsoever, who are not duly 
qualified to receive the same; and never 
to give my consent to any one to be 
acimitted into our mysteries, only after 
the most scrupulous circumspection, and 
full knowiedge of his life and conver- 
s2tion; and who has given at all times 
ful! proof of bis zeal aud fervent at- 
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tachment for the Order, and a submis- 
sion at all times to the tribunal of the 
Sovereign Princes of the Royal Secret. 
I promise never to confer the degree of 
the Knights of the Sun, without having 
a permission in writing from the Grand 
Council of Princes of the Royal Secret, 
or from the Grand Inspector or his dep- 
uty, known by their titles and authority. 
I promise also and swear, that I will not 
assist any, through any means, to form 
or raise a Lodge of the Sublime Orders, 
in this country, “without proper au- 
thority.” I promise and swear to re- 
double my zeal for all my brethren, 
Knights, and Princes, that are present 
or absent; and if I fail in thia my obli- 
gation, I consent for all my brethren, 
when they are convinced of my infidel- 
ity, to seize me, and thrust my tongue 
through with a red hot iron; to pluck 
out both my eyes, and to deprive me of 
smelling and hearing; to cut of both my 
hands, and to expose me in that condi- 
tion in the field, to be devoured by the 
voracious animals; and if none can be 
found, I wish the lightning of Heaven 
might execute on me the same ven- 
geance. O God, maintain me in right 
and equity. Amen. Amen. Amen. 

The obligation is repeated three times 
in all, and the Master then raises candi- 
date, and gives him a kiss on the fore- 
head. He then decorates him with the 
collar and jewel of this degree, and gives 
him the sign, teken and words, viz: 

Sign—Place the right hand flat upon 
the heart, the thumb forming a square. 
The answer—raiso the hand, and with 
the index, point to Leaven. This ig to 
show there is but one God, the source of 
all truth. 

Token—-Take in your hands those of 
your brother, and press them gently. 
Some Knights in addition to this, kiss 
the forehead of the brother, saying, 
ALPHA, to which he answers, OMEGA. 

Sacred word—ADONAL This ‘word is 
answered .by ALBRA, or ABBRAAK, 
(king without reproach.) 

Pass-word-——STiBiunm, (antimony.) To 
this pass-word some add HELIOS, MENE, 
and TETRAGRAMMATON, 

Afier receiving the signs, token and 
words, the candidate goes round and 
gives them to all the brethren, after 
which he sits down among them. 

The Warden (Truth) now riges and 
gives 2 lucid explanation of the omblems 
of Philosophical Masonry, and of thoss 
represented in the Moral Lodge. 

The general lecture in this degree is 
next given, and then the closing lecture. 
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but except on extra occasions, either of 
therm are seldom gone through with. 
They explain the why and wherefore of 
the many implements used, and the cu- 
rious ceremonies observed. 

In closing the Master says to Warden 
—Brother Truth, what progress have 
men made on the earth to como to true 
happiness? 

Warden—Men havo always fallen on 
the vulgar prejudices, which are nothing 
but falsehood; very few have struggled, 
and less have knocked at the door of this 
holy place, to attain the full light of real 
truth, whieh we all ought to acquire. 

Master—My dear children, depart and 
g^ among men, endeavor to inspiro them 
with the desire of knowing holy truth, 
the pure source of all perfection. 

Master now puts his right hand on his 
left breast, when ali the brethren raise 
the first fingers of their right handa, 
pointing upwards, ag in opening. 

Master raps seven, which is repeated 
by the Warden, and the Council is de- 
clared closed. 





KNIGHT OF KADOSE.L 


This degree is intimately connected 
with the ancient Order of Knights Tem- 
plars, as it commemorates their old cere- 
monies of initiation, and recounts the 
vicissitudes to which those Knights were 
subjected, It is quite a popular degree 
auong tho Masons of the United States. 
The moeting is called a Charter, and 
the brethren are termed Graud Elected 
Koizhts. 

Five apartments are necessary when 
initiating a candidate. The frst is hung 
with black, lighted by a single lamp, of 
trianguiar form, suspended from the eeil- 
ing. The second apartment (called the 
Chamber of Reflection) represents a cav- 
erp, or grotto, with a mausoleum in the 
centre: it is connected with’ the first 
apartment by a passage, or hall-way. 
The third apartment is hung with red 
drapery: athrone is in the east, and a 
biack veil is drawn in front of it: in 
front of tho veil stands the altar, and on 
it lays two cross-swords, a dagger, a 
Bible, square and compasses: in front of 
the altar is the mysterious ladder, veiled 
fn black. ‚The fourth apartment stould 
represent wild natural scenery, such as 
mountains, valleys, coasts, and a mili- 
tary encampment. The fifth apartment 
fs also hung with red drapery: in tho 
eest is a throne, and over it a crowned 
donble-headed eagle with wings extend- 
ed, holding a two-edged sword in his ta 
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lons : the cross of the Order {3 snspend- 
ed by a black ribbon from the neck of 
the eagle: on its breast is an equilateral] 
triangle, with the name of the Deity, iu 
Hebrew, on it; and around the edge of 
the triangle is this inscription—NEC PRO- 
DITOR, INNOCENS FERET: the throne is 
ornamented with red Teutonic crosses 
and behind it are three banners of thu 
Order, viz.: one white, with a green 
cross, and the words ‘‘The Will of 
God;” a second green, with a red cross 
one side, 2nd a double-headed black eagle 
on the other, surrounded by the moito 
“ Victory or Death,” cmbroldered in sil- 
ver: the third is the ancient war banner 
of the Knights Tomplars, balf black and 
half white. This last named banner is 
also uged in the fourth apartment. Tho 
meeting is termed a Chapter, and tho 
officers zre aa follows: 

in the first apartment, called the Cham- 
ber of Judgos, the Senior Warden pre- 
sides; he is calied the Grand Chancellor, 
and ia assisted by two Judges, who sit on 
either side of him: besides the usual 
dress of a Knight of Kadosh, he has em- 
broidered in gold on his left breast an 
emblem cf Truth. The assembly in the 
third apariment is termed an Areopagus: 
Thrice Potent Grand Commander (repre- 
senting King Frederick, of Prussia) is 
seated on tba throne in the cast, and pre- 
sides hero during the introduction of a 
candidate. The fifth apartment is cailed 
the Senate Chamber, ana in transacting 
the ordinary business of the Chapter, 
the meeting ig here only. ‘Tho otber 
apartmenizg are solely used during the 
reception of candidates, 

In tho usual meetings, the Grand Com- 
mander aiis in the east, the Grand Chan- 
cellor on his right, Grand Architect on 
his left; and besides, there are preset, a 
Master of Coremonies, 2 Secretary, Treg- 
surer, Captain of the Guards and Expert 
Brother. 

The officers are Knights, each wearing 
a white woolen cloak, with a red cross 
on the left breast: white cap, with black 
and white feathers: a sword, anda dags 
ger stuck in the ‘eft side of the sword 
belt. In some meetings they dress in 
black, and dispense with the white cloak. 
The Jewel in this degree is ə red enam- 
eled Teutonic cross, which ia suspended 
from a collar of red ribbon, or else at- 
tached to the bution-hole of the coat on 
the left side. On the centre of the eross 
isa white pearl medallion with the let- 
ters J Mon one side, and on tho other 8 
skull pierced wiih a dagger. 

In opening the Chapter, Thrice Potent 
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Grand Commander says to Senior War- 
den (or Grand Chancellor)—Illustrious 
Knight, are you elected ? 

Warden—I am a true Elected Knight. 

Commander—How came you so? 

Warden—F ortune decided in my favor. 

Commander—W hat proof can you give 
me of your reception ? 

Warden—A cavern was the witness 
of it 

Commander—What did you do in the 
cavern ? 

V7 arden—I executed a commission that 
bad been entrusted to me. 

Commancer—Have you ever penetra- 
ted further? 

Warden—I have, Most Potent. 

Commander—How shall I believe you? 

Warden—My name is Kuight of Ka- 
dosh; you understand me? 

Commander— What is the honr f 

Warden—T hat of silence: 

Commander—Give me, then, the sign 
to convince me of your knowledge. 

Warden fakes his sword in his left 
band, and holds his right hand ox the red 
cross on his left breast: the brethren all 
draw their swords and do the same. 
This is called the Saluting sign. 

Commander (rapping one, very loud) 
— Elected Knights, the Chapter is open. 

If a candidate is to be admitted, only 
five brothers can take part in the cere- 
mony. It must first have been ascer- 
tained to a certainty that he is of good 
character, and has always been active 
ond conscientious In his duties towards 
the Craft in general Two of the bro- 
thers remain outside with the candidate 
until he is introduced. One of them 
goes to the door and knocks. One of the 
three brothers inside goes and opens the 
door and inquires—What do you want? 

Outside brother—-A servant Knight de- 
mards to be admitted to the degree of 
Grand Elected, as he has all the neces- 
sary qualifications, 

Insido brother goes and reports this to 
the Commander. 

Commander—Brother Knights, can we 
admit this Free Mason among us without 
risk of indiscretion from him? 

Two Knights come forward, and one 
says—Most Potent, we are ready to swear 
and promise for him. 

Commander then administers to them 
the following oata—each taking the oth- 
er by the hand: 

We promise and swear, by the living 
God, always supreme, to revenge the 
death of our ancestor; and which of us 
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cret of our Order, shall suffer death, and 
shall have his body buried under the 
throne of this TWustrious Assembly. So 
God protect us in our design, and main- 
tain us in equity and right. Amen. 

The candidate is now introduced by 
the two Knights outside, and is left alona 
in the room with the Thrice Potent Grand 
Commander: but he sees him not, as the 
Commander is behind a black veil. The 
candidate prostrates his face to the 
ground, when the Commander addresses 
him on the principal points of Masonry, 
from its beginning, fo the epoch of the 
assassination of Hiram Abiff; Selomon’s 
design of punishing the traitors, in the 
most exemplary manner; the method he 
took in disposing the Masters who went 
in search of the three villains, in order to 
execute his vengeance; he repeats to 
him the zeal, constancy, and fervency of 
Joabert, Stokin, and Gibulum, who, af- 
ter the most painful search, (by Solo- 
mon’s order,) had the happiness of find- 
ing among the ruins of Enoch’s teniple in 
the Ninth Arch, the precious treasure of 
the Perfect Masons, &c. He coutinues 
to remind him of the firmness of the 
Grand Elect and Perfect Masons, at the 
time of tho Temple’s destruction, when 
they passed through the enemy, at alk 
risks, till they obtained an entrance into 
the sacred vault, to find the pillar of 
beauty, that they might, by effacing tho 
ineffable word, hinder its being exposed 
to the profane. He then reminds him of 
tho seventy-two years’ captivity, and the 
clemency of Cyrus, King of Persia, who, 
by the request of Zerubbabel, not only 
gave the Israclites their freedom, but or- 
dered that ail the treasure of the Teme- 
ple, taken by Nebuchadnezzar, sbonld 
be restored to them, in order to decorate 
the new Temple, which he ordered them 
to build to the infinite God, and created 
them Knights. Then he repeats the 
clemency of Darius to Zerubbabel, (at 
the head of the embassy from Jerusalem 
to Babylon,) with the complaints against 
the Samaritans, who refused to contri, 
bute to the sacrifices of the new Temple, 
according to the proclamation of his pre- 
decessor, Cyrus, in favor of the Knights 
of the East, when they received Dw 
rius’ letter to ailthe governors of Sama- 
ria, &c. ; how the ambassadors were res 
ceived on their return to Jerusalem; and 
elected princes by the people. He then 
reminds him that, after this, the second 
Temple being destroyed, how the most 
zealous Masons united under Chiefs, and 
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ual edifice, and rendered themsclves wor- 
thy by their works. They were more 
particularly esteemed end distinguished 
in the time of Manchin, who was the 
most remarkable twong them. A great 
many others embraced Christianity, and 
communicated their secrets to those Chris- 
tians, whom they found had the good 
qualities of it, living in common, and 
forming themselvcs as one family ; which 
shows how the brilliant Order cf Masons 
sustained themselves until the sixth age, 
and how it fell into a state of lethargy 
after that; notwithstanding which, there 
have been always found some faithful 
Masons; which is clearly proved by the 
brilliant maauer in which the Order of 
Masonry was received in the year 1118, 
when eleven Grand Elect and Perfect 
Masons, the most zealous, presented them- 
selves to Garmous, Priuce of Jerusalem, 
Patriarch and Knight Mason, and pro- 
nounced their promises bet ween hishands, 
They taught him the succession of the 
time, and progress to the time that the 
princes went to conquer the Holy Land. 
The alliance and obligations that were 
formed betavecn those princes, was, that 
they would spill the last drop of their 
blood, in order to establish in Jerusalem 
the worship of the Most High. He in- 
forms him that the peace which took 
placo after these wars, hindcred them 
from accomplishing their design, and 
therefore have continued in theory what 
they had sworn to do practically, never 
admitting in their Order only those who 
had given proofs of friendship, constancy 
and discretion. He then gives candidate 
a gonoral history, in chronological detail, 
of the Masonic Order, its progress, its 
decline, and the manner how it was sus- 
tained, till the epoch of the Crusaders, 
and until the historical circumstances 
that have given occasion to tho degree 
which the candidate expects; a degree 
that will give him a perfect knowledge 
of the precedent degrees, and the man- 
ner how Masonry has come to us. 

After the address, candidate kneels, 
and lays his right hand on the Bible, 
and, with his left between the hands of 
the Commander, he takes the following 
obligation : 

I, John Smith, hereby promise and 
swear, never to reveal the secrets of the 
Grand Elected Knights of Kadosh>-or 
White and Black Eagle, to any person. 
I swear to take revenge on the traitors 
of Masonry , and never to reccive in this 
degree, none but a brother who has come 
to the degrees of Prince of Jerusalem 
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an authority given to me by a Grand 
Comunander or Deputy Inrpector, under 
his hand and seal, I promise to be ready 
at all times to conquer the Holy Land, 
when I shall be suminoned to appear; 
to pay due obedience at all times to the 
Princes of the Royal Secret; and if I 
fail in this my obligation, I desire that 
all the penalties of my former obligations 
may be inflicted on me. Amen. 

Commander—In token of your sinceri- 
ty, you will kiss the book, 

Candidate kisses the Bible. 

Commznder—My dear brother, it is 
necessary for thoso to whom the secrets 
of the Elected Knights are confided, to 
be very circumspect, always attentive, 
and never to breathe a suspicion relative 
thereto, or to tbe mysterics and end of 
Masonry. The imprudence and indiscre- 
tion of many brothers have given krow- 
ledge to the world of many of our em- 
blems, by which Masonry has great] 
sutfered, and will be repaired with difh- 
culty. Their indiscretion has caused the 
loss and retreat of many puissant bro- 
thers, who would have been au orna- 
ment and support of our Lodge. Such 
indiscretion in this degree, my denr bro- 
ther, would be without any recovery, as 
there are ro morc emblems; when every 
matter shall be discovered and disclosed 
to you, that will give room for some 
events of which you will see the conse- 
quences when you shall have heard ail 
my instructions. The word which our 
brothers place at the end of their obli- 
gations, viz.. Amen, signifies this is no 
more, that shall be no morc; if this shall 
be again. This ought no longer to be a 
secret to you, who are going to have an 
explanation of the origin of Masonry, 
and what has occasioned the Society. 
‘Truth penetrates the cloud and the shade, 
which we can leave to come to the know- 
ledge of what we were before in qualit 
of Knights of Kadosh, White and Black 
Eagle, and what we are as Symbolio 
Masons, and what we can be by the de- 
struction of our enemies. Let us pray. 

Commander then knecls with candi- 
date and reads from text-book the fol 
lowing prayer: 

O most eternal, beneficial and all gra- 
cious, great Architect of the universe; 
we from the secret depths of our hearts 
offer thce a living sacrifice. We beseech 
thee to inspire our enemies with a just 
sense of the evil they have done us, and 
from their having a conviction of their 
wrongs, they might atone for their mani- 
fold injuries, which do not belong to us 
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their eyes being opened we might be 
recanciled, and by a hearty union take 
possession of those blessed lands where 
the original Temple was first established, 
where we might be gathered into one 
band, there to celebrate thy holy praises 
once more on the holy mount, in whose 
bowels was deposited thy ever glorious, 
respectable, ever blessed, and awful 
Dame. Amen. 
he black veil is now removed, when 
the Commander says to candidate—Bear 
in mind, my brother, that the slightest 
indiscretion will infailibly undermine us 
and throw us into an horrible abyss, 
whero we should see buried the whole 
Order of Masonry, the remains of an il- 
lustrious and glorious Order. By its he- 
roism in favor of the unfortunate, how 
great it has been in the time when its 
power, authority and riches were arrived 
to the highest pitch, when the distin- 
guished birth of those who were mem. 
bers of it, celebrated its glory. Our aim 
is to regain that enviable position; and 
while we would not intimidate those 
worthy brethren of the Craft who aspire 
to this degree, yet we fear to conter it 
with too much confidence on an ordinary 
friend lest his discretion should not be all 
we could desire. To you we are about 
to confide our mysteries; and if you have 
thus far made any remark that would 
keep you from pronouncing the obliga- 
tion or vow we are obliged to take from 
you, before we cau give you greater 
cnowledge of the degree of Grand Elect- 
ed Knight of Kadosh, consult yourself 
pnd see if you are disposed to penctrate 
farther, and full exactly all the points 
of the obligation you are going to pro- 
nounce with me, in order to link you to 
us for ever. 

Commander, pauses a-while,,and if the 
candidate wants to back out, at this stage, 
he is at liberty, and is so informed, 

Candidate again kneels before the al- 
tar, and lays his right hand on the Bible, 
pnd his leit between the hands of the 
Commander, who says—You swear and 
promise to me, on that you hold most 
dear and sacred, First, that you will 
practice the works of corporeal mercy, 
and live and die in your religion, never 
declaring to any man who received you, 
or assisted at your reception in this sub: 
lime degree. 

Candidate—I promise and swear. 

Commander—Say with me, Tsedakah, 
(righteousness.) 

Candidate repeats Tsedakah. 

Commander—Seconcly, you promise 
and swear to have candor in all your ac- 
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tions, in consequence never to receive in 
this degree any brother who is not your 
most intimate friend, and then by tho 
consent of two Grand Elected Inspectors, 
if to be met with, or by a patent given 
you for that purpose. 

Candidate—I promise and swear. 

Commander—Shorlaban, (or white ex, 


figuratively.) 
Candidate repeats Shorlaban. 
Commander—Thirdly, you promise 


and swear at all times to possess a sweet 
ness of mind, ag much as you are capa 
ble, to love and cherish your brothers ag 
yourself, to help them in their necessi- 
ties, to visit and assist them when they 
are sick, and never draw arms against 
them on any pretepco whatsoever. 
Candidate—I promise and swear, 
Commander——Mathok, (sweetness.) 
Candidate repeats Mathok. 
Commander—lourthly, you promise 
and swear to regulate your discourse by 
truth, aud to keep with great circum 
spection and regard the degres of the 
White and Black Eaglo or Kadosh. 
Candidate—I promise and swear. 
Commander—Say with me, E:nunah. 
Candidate repeats Emunah. 
Commander—Fifthly, you promise and 
swear that you will travel for the ad- 
vanerment of heaven, and to follow at 
all tines, and in all points, every matter 
that you are ordered and prescribed by 
the Illustrious Knights, and Grand Come 
mander, to whose orders you swear sub: 
raission and obedience, on all occasions. 
without any restrictions. 
Candidate—I promise and swear. 
Commander—Say with me, Hamal 
saggi, (great labor.) - 
Candidate repeats Hamal saggi 
Comimander—Sixthly, you proinise and 
swear to ine, to have patience in adver- 
sity, and ycu swear never to receive a 
brother in this degrec, on any pretext 
whatsoever, whose will is not free, as 
religious monks and all those who have 
made vows without restriction to their 
superlors, 
Candidate—I promise and swear. 
Commander—Say with me, Sabbal, (a, 
burden, or patience.) 
Candidate repeats Sabbal 
Commander—Seventhly, you promise, 
in the end, and swear to. keep inviolably 
secret, what I am going to confide to 
you—to sacrifice the traitors of Masonry, 
and to look upon the Knights of Malta as 
our enemies—to renounce for ever to be 
in that Order, and regard them as the un- 
just usurpers of the righta, titles, and 
dignities, of the Knights Templars, in 








HISTORICAL DEQGREZS : 


whore possession you hope to enter with 
the help of the Almighty, 

Candidate—I promise and swear, 

Commander—Thoen say with me, Ge- 
mulah, Binah, Tebunah, (retribution, in- 
telligence, prudence.) 

Candidate repeats tho words, when 
the Coramanéer relieves him, and says— 
By the seven couditions, and by the 
powor that is transmitted to me, which I 
have acquired by my discretion, my un- 
tired travels, zeal, fervor, and constancy, 
I reccive you Grand Inspector of all 
Lodges, Grand Elect Knight Templar, 
and take rank among the Knights of Ka- 
dosh, or White and Black Eagle, which 
we bear the name of; I desire you not 
to forget it. It is icdispensable for you, 
my brother, to mount tho Mysterious 
Ladder, wiich you sce tkero; it will 
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serve to instruct you in the mysteries of 
our Order, and it is absolutely necessary 
that you should have a true knowledge 
of it. The candidate then ascends the 
ladder. When he is on the seventh or 
highest step, and has pronounced the 
three last words, the ladder is lowered. 
and the candidate passes overit. Ile cane 
not retire the same way, because he hag 
taken an obligation never to turn back 
contrary to the interests and views of 
the Order: hence the ladder is lowered 
and he passes overit. Ho then reads tho 
words at the bottom of the ladder, Ne 
plus ultra, 

Commander—The Mystericus Ladder 
of seven steps which you have just pass- 
ed is emblematical of the seven points of 
your obligation, and whieh are connect 
ed with the history of this degrea, 
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Commander now recites or reads to 
candidate a detailed history of the suffer- 
ngs, burnings and final extirpation of 
ithe Knights Templars through the influ- 
ence of the Catholic band of Knights of 
Malta, (not the Masonic Knights of that 
name.) 

Commander gives one loud rap, and 
four Knights enter. He then gives to 
candidate ihe signs and token of the de- 
gree, as follows: 

Sign—Place the right hand on the 
heart, the fingers separated; let the hand 
fall on the right thigh, bend the right 
knee, seize your poinard, raise it to the 
height of the shoulder as if to strike, and 
say NEKAM ADONAL In some Chapters 
they merely let the hand fall from the 
heart to the right knee, which they grasp. 

Order, or Saluting Sign—Hold your 
sword in the left hand, and place tho 
right hand, with fingers separated, on 
the red cross which covers the heart. 

Token—Place right foot to right foot, 
and knee to knee, present the right fist, 
the thumb elevated; companion seizes 
the fist, then presents his own, which 
you seize in like manner. Each now 
steps back a pace, and lifts his left arm as 
eae to strike: one says NEKAMAH 

EALIM, the other responds, PHARASLOL. 
Some Chapters use the token of Elect 
Nine. Others substitute for the words 
the question—Are you Kadosh? and the 
response, Yes I am. 

Commander now arms the candidato 
and decorates him with the attributes, 
and communicates the name he must 
take in future, which is uncommon to all 
others, and is Knight Kadosh, or Knight 
of the White and Black Eagle. 

The Jewel is a red cross, as before de- 
scribed, but in the room of that now it is 
a black spread eaglo wiih two heads, 
suspended to a broad order of fiery 
bloody color, worn from the left shoul- 
der to right hip. The eagle, as if going 
to fly, with a naked sword in its claws. 

This closes the initiation, and the Lec- 
ture in this degree is then given—Thrice 
Potent Grand Commander asking the 
questions, and Grand Chancellor, or Se- 
nior Warden, answering them. 

Commander—Are you a Grand Elect- 
ed Knight ? 

Warden—I am. 

Commander—Who received ‘you in this 
degree ? 

Warden—A worthy Deputy Grand In- 
gpector, by consent of two others. 

Commander—What was then done 
with you ? 

Warden—He created me a Knight. 
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Commander—How can I believe yon? 

Warden—My name, which I leave, 
will convince you. 

Commander—W hat is your name? 

Warden—Kadosh, or Knight of the 
Black Eagle. 

Commander—Was anything else done 
with you? 

Warden-—The Deputy Inspector adorn- 
ed me with the habit, ribbon, and jewel 
of the Order, 

Commander—Where have you receiv- 
ed the prize of your election ? 

Warden—I have received it in a very 
deep grotto, in the silence of the night. 

Commander--To what do you apply? 

Warden—I work with all my might 
and strength to raise an edifice worthy 
of my brothers. 

Commander—What progress have you 
made ? 

Warden—I have conquered the know- 
ledge of the Mysterious Ladder, 

Commander—Of what is that ladder 
composed ? 

Warden—Two supporters and steps. 

Commander-—What are the names of 
the two supporters ? 

Warden—Oheb Eloah, Oheb Kerobo. 

Commander—W hat design have these 
two supporters ? 

Warden—The first is the love of God, 
and the other the love of our neighbors, 

Commander—W hat. are the seven steps 
of the Mysterious Ladder ? 

Warden—The virtues which I must 
practice, conformable to my obligations. 

Cormmander-—Name them to me. 

Warden—Tsedakah, (or righteousness) 
practice or works of mercy. 2d. Shor- 
laban, (white ox, figuratively,) candor of 
our actions. 3d. Mathok, (sweetness,) 
sweetness of character, which all breth- 
ren must follow. 4th. Emunah, (truth in 
discourse.) Sth. Hamal saggi, (great la- 
bor,) advancement to the practice of 
Heaven. 6th. Sabbal, (a burden, or pa- 
tience,) patience in adversity. 7th. Ge- 
mulah, Pineh, Tebunah, (retribution, in- 
telligence, prudence,) signifies that wo 
must be prudent to keep secret every 
matter confided to us, 

Commander—What are your ordinary 
pass-words ? 

W arden—Manchin, name of the Grand 
Master most renowned among the Solita- 
ries, known by the name of Kadosh. 

Commander—W hat signifies that pame? 

Warden—Solitary, or separate. 

Commander—W hat was the answer of 
the Solitaries, when they were asked to 
what they pretended ? 

Warden—Abarekah, eth Adonai becal 
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heth, thamid tchillatho bepi, (eco Psalm 
xxxiv. 1,) which is, J wil blesa God at 
all times, and will praise him with my 
mouth, 

Commander—-Do they never say any- 
thing else ? 

Warden—Yes, they say, also, Baaha- 
bah achullek him heani; whichis, I will 
assist the poor, and always sustain them 
with all my might and power. 

Commander—Low comes tho cross gur- 
mounted with the caglo and the sword? 

Wardoa—Tliat is, that I shall remem- 
ber to employ my sword, in the fulness 
of time, under the tenner of the black 
eagle, to support the Order. 

Commander—Where did you work? 

Warden—In a place of peu? to re- 
establish secretly the edifice ed by 
the traitors. 

Commander—What success do you ex- 
pect from it? 

Warden—The right of virtue, the ac- 
cord of brothers, the possessions of our 
forefathers, and everlasting happiness. 

Commander— Have you shed tears ? 

Warden—I have. 

Commander—Have you over worn the 
mourning ? 

Warden—Yes, I wear it still 

Commander—Why do you wear it? 

Warden—Because virtue is despised, 
and as long ag vice reigns innocence will 
be oppressed, and crimes will be left un- 
punished. 

Commander—What is it that will pun- 
ish vice and reward virtue ¢ 

Warden—The Great Architect of tho 
Universe alone, 

Commander—How so? 

Warden—To favor our designs ang de- 
sires, [Hero every brother says three 
times, God favor our designs. } 

Commander—Have you any other name 
than that of Kadosh, or Knight of the 
Black Eagle? 

W arden—I have still the name of Adam 
to teach me, that from the most low I 
must go up to the most high. 

Commander—Give me the sigu of 
knowledge against surprise. 

Warden—Here it is. [Gives it in the 
foliowing manner: he puts his right 
hand on the heart of a brother, in the 
same manner as with the poinard in the 
degree of Nine Elected—then gives the 
token of the Grand Elected, and then 
both strike the knee. } 

Commander—How came you to carry 
your fingers extended on your heart? 

Wardenu—That my trust is in God. 

Commandcer—How came you after that 
to extend your hand? 
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Warden—To show to my brother that 
he is welcome to all in my power, and to 
encourage him to vengeance [ 

Commander—How came you to let 
your hand fall on your right knee? 

Warden—-To show we must bend our 
knees to adore God. 

In closing, Commander seys—What is 
the hour? 

Werden—The break of day demon- 
strates. 

Commander—If the break of day Ce- 
monstrates, ict us depart for revenge, 

Grand Commander now puts his hand 
on his heart; then lets it fall on his right 
knee, which is answered by all; then 
the Grand Commander embraces each, 
and each the other all around, and then 
the Chapter is declared closed, 








SUBLIME OF THE 


PRINCE 
ROYAL SECRET, 


The meeting in this derreo is termed a 
Sovereign Grand Consiatory, and threo 
apartments aro necessary. They should 
be situated at least one story above tho 
ground, and always on the top floor of 
the building. The first apartment is the 
guard room, and the second is the prepa. 
ration room. The third apartment is oc- 
cupied by members of the Consistory, is 
hung with black, sprinkled with tears, 
and has arranged in it death’s heads, 
cross-bones, and skeletons, The tarone 
is in the cast, elevated by seven steps, 
On the throne is the chair of state, lined 
with black satin, famed with red. Be- 
fore the chair is a table covered with 
black satin, strewed with tears. On this 
cloth, in front, is a death’s head and 
cross-bones; over the death's head is 
the letter I; and under the cross-bones 
is the letter M. On the table is placed 
a nuked sword, a buckler, a sceptre, a 
balance, and a book contsining the 
statutes of the Order. In the west is 
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placed another table, covered with erim- 
son, bordered with black, and strewed 
with tears; on the front of this cloth are 
the letters N K N K, in gold. 

Sovereign Grand Commander, repre- 
senting Frederick the Great, King of 
Prussia, is seated in a chair of State, on 
the throne. His dress is similar to that 
of a modern potentate, and he is armed 
with a sword and shield. On a table be- 
fore him is a sceptre and a balance. The 
Lieutenant Commanders are dressed like 
the modern princes of Europe, and seated 
at the table ‘n the west; their swords 
are crossed on the table. The Minister 
of State is placed «at the Sovereign’s right 
hard. The Grand Chancellor stands on 
the left hand of the Sovereign. Next to 
the Minister of Stato is placed the Grand 
Secretary. Next to the Grand Chancel- 
lor is placed tho Grand Treasurer. Be- 
low the last named offcers are placed on 
one side the Standard Bearer, the Grand 
Master Architect, and the Captain of the 
Guards, Below these officers are pinced 
six members dressed in red, without 
aprons, Wearing the jewel of the Order, 
suspended in front by a black ribbon. 

The collar of the Order is black, edged 
with silver. On iis point is embroidered 
in red a Teutonic cross. On the middle 
of the cross is a double headed eagle in 
silver. The collar is lined with scarlet, 
on which is embroidered a black Teu- 
tonic cross, Around the waist is girded 
a black sash, embroidered with silver. 
A. Teutonic cross is embroidered on the 
girdle to come in front. The jewel is 
a golden Teutonic cross, The collar, sash 
and jewel are worn by all the members. 

The carpet representing the Camp is 
a nonagon, in which is inscribed a hep- 
tagon; in the heptagon is a pentagon ; 
within this is en equilateral trinagle, and 
in the triangle a circle. Between the 
heptagon and pentagon, upon the sides 
of the latter, are placed the standards of 
the five Stendard Bearers, and the pa- 
vilions inscribed by the letters TEN GU 
The emblems on the standard T are the 
Ark of the Covenant, an olive tree, and 
a lighted candlestick, on each side. ‘The 
ground color of this standard is purple. 
On the ark is written the motto, Laug 
Deo. The standard 5 bears a golden 
lon, holding in his mouth a golden key, 
wearing around his neck a golden collar, 
en which ig engraved 515. The ground 
is azure; the motto, Admajorem Dei glo- 
rium. On the standard N ig an inflamed 
heart, in rec, with two wings, surrounded 
by alaarel crown, The ground is white. 
The ag G bears a double Leaded éagle, 
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crowned, holding @ sword in his right 
claw, and in his left a bloody heart. 
Ground ig sea-green, The flag U has on 
it a black ox, (sable,) on a golden ground. 
On the sides of the nonagon are nine 
tents, and on its angles nino pendants, 
each belonging to its appropriate tent. 
The pencants are distinguished by nu- 
merals, and the tents by the letters INO 
NXILAS disposed from right to left. 
These tents signify the different grades 
of Masonry. Thus: 

Tent S is Malachi—pendant, white, 
spotted with red; represents Knights of 
the East and West, and Princes of Je- 
rusalem, 

Tent A is Zerubbabel—pendant, light 
green; represents Knights of the Fast. 

Tent L is Neamiah—pendant, red; ree 
presents Grand Elect, Perfect, and Sub- 
lime Masons, 

Tent I ig Hobben or Johaben—pen- 
dant, black and red; represents Sublime 
Elect, and Elect of Tirteen. 

Tent X is Peleg-—pendant, black; re 
presents Elect of Nine. or Grand Master 
Architect. 

Tent N is Joiada—pendant, red and 
black in lozenges; represents Provost 
and Judges. 

Teut O is Ahcliab—-pendant, red and 
green; represents Intendant of the Build- 
ings and Intimate Secretary. 

Tent N is Joshua—pendant, green; 
represents Perfect Master. 

‘Tent I is Ezra—pendant, blue; repre- 
sents Master, Fellow Craft, and Entered 
Appretitice. 

The equilaveral triangle in the middle 
represents the centre of the army, and 
shows where the Knights of Malta are to 
be placed who have been admitted to our 
mysteries, and have proved themselves 
faithful guardians, They are to be join- 
ed with the Enights of Kadosh. The 
corps in the centre is to be commanded 
by tive Princes, who coramand jointly or 
in rotation, according to their deprees, 
and receive their orders immediately 
from the Sovereign Grand Commander, 
These five Princes must place their 
standards in the five angles of the penta- 
gon, as above described. Their names, 
as Standard Bearers, are as follows: 

Standard T—Bezaleel. 

Standard B—Aholiab. 

Standard N—Mahuzen. 

tandard G—Garimont, 

Standard U--Amariah. 

The heptagon points cat the Encamp- 
ment destined for the Princes of Liba- 
nus, Jerusalem, &c., and these are to re 
ceive their orders from the five Princes. 
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In opening the Consistory, the Sove- | which are to be read bockward around 


reign Commander says--s5alix. the circle from right to left, thas: One 
Lieutenaat Commanders all respond— | says Salix, and the other Noni; both then 
Nori. repeat (by letters) the word Tengu. 
All together then say—Tengu. Pass-words—Vhuai Kol, Pharas Kol, 


Sovereign Commander gives tha signs| Nekam Makah, both pronounce (by let- 
of this degree, and then of the other de-| tering) the word Shaddai. 
grees, and all ine members do the same. The Sovereign Commander then de- 
Sovereign Commander—Let us imi-} livers to candidate the charge : 
tate our Grand Master Jacques de Mo-| My dear brother: The Sarecens hav- 
lay, Hiram Abiff, who to the last placed | ing taken possession of the Moly Land, 
all his hopes in the Great Architect of | those who were ergaged in the Crusades 
the Universe; and pronounced the fol-| not beivz able to expel them, agreed 
lowing words just as he passed from this | with Godirey de Bouillon, tha conductor 
transient life into eternal bliss:—Spexs|and chief of the Crusaders, to veil tho 
mea in Deo est, (My hope is in God.) mysteries of religion under emblems by 
If a candidate is to be admitted, ho | which they would bo able to maintain 
must first be faithfully examined as a} the devotion ‘of tho soldier, and protect 
Knight of Kadosh. If the examination |themselves from the incursion of those 
prove satisfactory, the Master of Cere-|who were their enemies, after the ex- 
monies gives him the pass-word, which|ample of the Scriptures, the style of 
he repeats to the Lieutenant Commander | which is figurative, Those zealous bre- 
at the door of the Consistory. The door |thren chose Solomon’s ‘Temple for their 
is then opened, and Master of Ceremo-j model. This building has strong allu- 
nies leads candidate up in front of the | sions to the Christian church. Since that 
Sovereiga Commander, who questions} period they (Masons) have been known 
him as to bis motives and desire to re-| by the namo of Master Architect; and 
ceive this degree, after which he admin-|they have employed themselves in ira- 
isters the following obligation : proving the law of that admirable Mas. 
I, John Smith, do, of my own free will j| ter. E'rom hence it appears that the 
and accord, in the presence of the Grand | mysteries of the Craft are the mysteries 
Architect of the Universe, and in this | of religion. YVhose brethren were care- 
Cousistory of Sovereign Princes of the | ful not to entrust this important secret 
Royal Secret, or Knights of St. Andrew, | to any whose discretion they kad not 
faithful guardians of the faithful trea-| proved. For this reason they invented 
sure; most solemnly vow and swear, | different degrees to try those who enter- 
under ail the different penaltics of my |ed among thém; and only gave them 
former Obligations, that I will never di-| symbolic secrets, without explanation, to 
rectly or mdirectly reveal or make known | prevent treachery, and to make them- 
to any person or persons whatsoever, any | selves known only to oach other. For 
or the least part of this Royal degree, | this purpose it was resolved to use dif- 
unless to one duly qualified in the body | ferent signe, words, and tokens, in every 
of a regularly constituted Consistory of | degree, by which they would be secured 
the same, or to him or thein whom I shall} against cowans and Saracens. The cif- 
find such after strict and due trial. i| ferent degrees were fixed first to tho 
furihermoro vow and swear, under the | number of seven by tha exaiaple of tha 
above pensliies, to always abide and j| Grand Architect of the Universe, who 
regulate myself agreeahly to tho staiutes | built all things in six days and rested on 
end regulations now before me; andj|the soventh. This is distinguished by 
when in a Consistory to behave and dc-| the seven points of receptiou in the Mas- 
mean myself as one worthy of being} ter’s degree. Enock employed six days 
honored with so high a degrees, that no}to construct the arches, and on the sev- 
part or my conduct may in the least re-| enth, having deposited the secret trez- 
tect discredit on the Royal Covsistory, | sare in the lowest arch, was translated 
or disgrace on myself. So may God main-|to the abodes of the blessed. Solomon 
tain me in equity and justice! Amen !|employod six years in constructing his 


Amen! Amen! Amen! Temple; and celebrated its dodication 
‘The signs and words in this degree are} on the seventh, with all the solemnity 
then given to candidate, as fellows: worthy of tha divinity himeelf. This 


Sign—Place the right band oa the | sacred edifice we choose to make the ba- 
heart ; extend it forward, the palm dowa- | sis of figurative Masonry. In the first 
wards; let it fall by the right side. degree are three syrabols to be applied. 

Sacred words—‘Shose of the Carpet.: First, the first of the creation, which was 
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only chaos, is igured by the candidate’s 
coming out of the black chamber, pei- 
ther naked nor clothed, deprived, &c.; 
and his suffering the painful trial at his 
reception, &c. The candidate sees no- 
thing before he is brought to light; and 
his powers of imagination relative to 
what he is to go through are suspended, 
which alludes to the figure of the ¢rea- 
ticn of that vast luminous body confused 
among the other parta of creation before 
it wag extracted from darkness and fix- 
ed by the Almighty FIAT. Secondly. the 
candidate approaches tho footstool of the 
Master, and there renounces all cowans; 
he promises to subdus bis passions, by 
which means he is united to virtue, and, 
by his regularity of life, dernonstrates 
what he proposes. This is figured to 
him by the steps that be takes in ap- 
proaching the altar; the symbolic mean- 
ing of which is the separation of the fir- 
mament from the earth and water on 
the second day of creation. [The charge 
proceeds by giving a figurative interpre- 
tation of the ceremonies, &c. of the first 
and second parts of the third degree. } 

In the Master’s degree is represented 
the assassination of Hiram by false bre- 
thren. This ought to put us in mind of 
the fate of Adam, occasioned by perverse- 
ness in his disobeying his great and aw- 
ful Creator, The symbolice mystery of 
the death of Hiram Abiff represents to 
uz that of the Messiah; for the three 
blows which were given to Hiram Abiff, 
at the three gates of the Tempie, allude 
to the three points of condemnation 
against Christ, at the High Pries*’s Cai- 

has, Herod, and Pilate. It was from 

ə last that be was led to that most vio- 
tent and excruciating death. The said 
three blows with the square, guage, and 
gavel, sre symbols of the blow on the 
cheek, the dagellation, and the crown of 
thorns. The brethren assembied around 
the tomb of Hiram, is a representation 
of the disciples lamenting the death of 
Christ on the Cross. The Master's word, 
which is said to be lost since the death 
of Hirsm Abiff, is the same that Christ 

ronounced.ou the crosg, aud which the 
ae did not comprehend, “ Eli, Eli, 
lama sabacthani,” “My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me? havo pity 
pn and forgive my exemice’—-Instead of 
which words were substituted, M. B. N. 
(Biac-be-nac,) which, in Arabian, signi- 
Bes, “Tbe son of the widow is dead.” 
The false brethren represent Judas Isca- 
riot, who sold Christ. The red collar 
worn by the Grand Elect Perfect and 


Sublime Masoas, calls to remembrance | 


RICHAPRDSON’S MONITOR OF SREE-MASONRY. 


the blood of Christ. Tho sprig of car 
sia is the figure of the cross, because of 
this wood was the cross made. The cap- 
tivity of the Grand Elect and Sublime 
Masons, (i. e. by. the Chaldeans.) shows 
us the persecution of the Christian reli- 
gion under the Roman emperors, and its 
liberty under Constantine the Great. It 
also calls to our remembrance the perse- 
cution of the Templars, and the situation 
of Jacques de Molay, who, lying in irors 
nearly seven years, at the end of which 
our worthy Grand Master was burnt 
alive with his four companions, on the 
eleventh of March 1314, creating nity 
and tears in the people, who saw hin: 
die with firmness and heroic constancy. 
sealing his innocence with his blood, 

My dear brother, in passing to the de: 
gree of Perfect Master, in which you shed 
tears at the tomb of Hiram Abiff, and in 
some other degrees, has rot your beart 
been led to revenge? Has not the crime 
of Jubelum Akirop been represented in 
the most hideous light? Wouldit be un- 
just to compare the conduct of Philip the 
Fair to his, and the infamous accusers of 
the Templars to the two ruffians who 
were accomplices with Akirop? Do they 
not kindle in your heart an equal aver. 
sion? The different stages you have tra- 
veled, and the time you have taken in 
learning these historical events, no doubt 
will lead you to make the proper appli- 
cations; and by the degree of Master 
Elect and Kadodsh, you are properly dis- 
posed to fulfil all your engagements, and 
to bear an implacable batred to the 
Knights of Malta, and to avenge the 
death of Jacques de Molay. Your ex- 
tensive acquaintance with symbolic Ma- 
soury, which you have attained by your 
discretion, leaves you nothing more to 
desire bere. You see, my dear brother, 
how, end by whom, Masonry has come 
ious, You are to endeavor by eve 
just means ‘to regain our rights, and to 
remember that wo are joined by a goci- 
ety of meh, whore courage, merit, and 
good conduct, hold ont to us that rank 
that birth alone gave to our ancestors. 
Yot are now on the same level with them. 
Avoid every evil by keeping your obliga- 
tions, and carefully concen! from tho vul- 
gar what you are, and wait that happy 
moment-when we all shall be reunited 
under the same Sovereign in the man- 
sions of eternal bliss, Let us imitate the 
example of our Grand Master, Jacques 
de Molay, who to the end put his hope in 
God, and at his last dying moments end: 
ed his life saying, Spes mea iu Deo est! 

In closing the Dsistory, the Sove- 
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reign Commander inquires the hour, 
which is reported to be the fifth after 
sunset. He then says—Salix. 
The Lieutenant Commanders and mem 
bers respond as ih the opening. 
Sovercign Commander—-Spes mea in 
Deo est! Let us depart 





SOVEREIGN GRAND INSPECTOR 
GENERAL. 


This degree is conferred only on elect- 
ed members of a Snpreme Couneil, which 
is the governing body of Masons in any 
country. Inthe United States two Su- 
preme Councils are allowed, which is an 
exeeption to the general rule. The num- 
ber of working Inspector Generals ean- 
nut exceed nine, though there may be 
any number of honorary members. 

A Supreme Council in this degree is 
hung with purple, with skeletons, skulls, 
crogs-bones, &e. painted or cmbroidered 
thercon. Tho throne in the east is un- 
der a purple eanopy, which is trimmed 
with gold. Over it, and beneath the 
canopy, is a transpareney representing a 
Delta, in the eentre of which is seen the 
ineffable name in Hebrew. Near the 
centre of the room is a quadrangular pe- 
destal covered with searlet cloth, on 
which rests an open Bible, with a na- 
ked sword across it. North of this pe- 
destal stands a skeleton holding in its left 
hand the white bunner of the Order, and 
in its right hand a poinard in the attitude 
of striking. Over the door of entrance, 
inside, is the motto of the Order, em- 
broidered on a blue scarf, viz.: “ Deus 
memque jus.” 

In the east thero is a chandelicr of fivo 
brauches; in the south one of two bran- 
ches; in the west one of three; and in 
the north a single bracket—making ele- 
veu lights in alL 

Most Potent Sovereign Grand Com- 
mander, representing Frederick the 
Great, King of Prussia, is seated on the 
throne in the east. Ho is dressed in a 
crimson satin robe, trimmed with white, 
wears a erown, and holds a naked swori 
in his right hand. 

There is but one Warden, scated in 
the west, and he is styled the Illustrious 
Lieutenant Grand Commander. He is 
dressed in a blue satin robe, wears a 
ducal crown, and he also holds a naked 
sword in his right hand. 

The other officers aro an Illustrions 
Treasurer of the Holy Empire—Seere- 
tary, Mastcr of Ceremonies. and Captain 
of the Guards, all styled Iustrions. 


PRINCE OF THE ROYAL SECRET. 
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The members are styled Illustrious 
Sovereign Grand Inspectors General; 
and all, ineluding officers, wear the Or- 
der and Jewel of the degree, and in ad- 
dition, a red Teutonic cross attached to 
the left side of the coat 

The Order (worn as 2 scarf) is a broad 
white watered silk ribbon, trimmed with 
gold, and with a white, red and green ro- 
sette (also trimmed with gold) at the bot- 
tom. Where it erosses the breast there 
is a golden Delta embroidered on it, sur- 
rounded with rays, and in its eentre the 
figures 33: on each side a golden dagger 
pointing towards the eentre. The Jewel 
is a two-headed blaek eagle, crowncd, 
with wings extended, and holding a 
sword in its talons: the beak,elaws and 
dagger are of gold. It is worn suspend- 
ed from the Order. 

In opening, the Sovereign Commander 
raps four and onc, two and one, then one, 
and then two, which raps are repeated 
by the Warden. He then gives the order 
that the Supreme Council shall now be 
opened for the dispatch of business. Tho 
Warden thereupon declares tho Couneil 
open. 

In admitting a eandidate to this dc- 
gree, no partieular eeremony is perform- 
ed. He must be balloted for after a va- 
cancy among working membcrs has oc- 
curred. He is introduced by the Master 
of Ceremonies, kneels at the altar and 
takes the following oath: 

I, John Smith, do hereby swear and 
promise on my word of honor, an the 
faith of an honest inan, in the presence 
of the Grand Arehitect of the Universe, 
and before this assembly, to guard and 
preserve tho mysteries of this degreo 
which has been conferred on me, not 
only from the profane, but from all of an 
inferior degree, under the penalties of all 
my former obligations ; and F eonsent, if 
I violate this obligation, to have my 
tongue torn out by the roots. May God 
keep me in this, or destroy me. Arjen. 

Tho candidato is then instrueted in the 
signs and words of the degree. 

First sign—Hold the hand to the mouth 
as if about to grasp the tongue. Second 
sign——T hrow off the hand, opening it at 
the samo instant. 

Saered words—Neckamah Baelim; the 
brother answers, Begoal Kol. The bro- 
thers then embrace, at the same time 
saving Adonai. 

Pass-words—For entry, Nekam; the 
brother answers, Menachem, For re- 
tiring, Phual Kol; the brother answers, 
Pharas Kol. 

lu closing, the Sovereign Commander 
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raps as in the opening, and inquires of| is hung with red, The carpet representy 


the Warden—What is the hour? 

Warden—Tbe morning sun has ap- 
peared in the east, and illumines the 
Council 

Sovereign—It is rhen time to close our 
Council. Our Illustrious Lieutenant will 
please to notify the Grand Inspectors 
that we are about to adjourn, The War- 
den gives tbe notice, the signs, &c., are 
given, and the Council is then closed, 





KNIGHT OF THE EAST, 
OR SWORD. 


‘Thig degree is seldom conferred, and 
fs therefore left out of ity proper order, 
svhich is introductory to that of Prince 
of Jerusalem. lt iu founded upon Zerub- 
babel's first journey to Persia, when he 
obtained permission end means from Cy- 
rus, the Kins, (father of Darius,) to re- 
build the Templo at Jerusalem. Those 
who accompanied him were called 
Knights of the East, or Knights of the 
Sword, and they were afterwards cre- 
ated Princes of Jeruzalem, 

There are two apartments used in this 
degree. The first is hung with green on 
the east, west, and north rideg, Ro as to 
leave a space of six feet between the 
bangings and the wal. The space en- 
closed is an oblong square. It represents 
the apartment of Cyrus, King of Persia: 
the throne is in the east, two arm chairs 
in the west, and the seats for the mem- 
bers inthe souta. Bekind the throne is 
a transparency, representing the dream 
of Cyrus, (mentioned hereafter,) and 
above, near the ceiling, is a triangular 
glory, and in it the inefablo name (Jeho- 
vab) in Hebrew. ‘The giory rests on a 
luminovs cloud, from which an eagle is 
jesning, witn a iabel in its beak, and on 
it the words, ‘‘ Give liberty to the can- 
tives.” Below appear Nebuchadnezzar 
and Belshazzar, es captives loaded with 
chains, There shouid bo an imitation 
wall around within this apartment, form: 
ing along sguare. On each corner, and 
on each side of the wall, there should be 
towers, six in all At the feot of the 
square, in the west, there should be a 
jarge tower, with two doors, one opén- 
fing within the enclosure, and one outside 
tn the space between the wall ane the 
second apartment. There should be an 
erched bridge between this tower ard 
the door of the second apartment, which 
is supposed to cross the river Euphrates. 

The second apartmext represents the 


Court of the Temple, ai Jerusalem, and | 


the furniture of the holy and most holy 
places. Above the ark, the Shekinah, 
(symbol of the presence of Jehovah,) 
is represented by a lamb reposing on a 
book sealed with seven seals. <At the 
corner of the Temple is tha column 
Boaz, broken. The carpet is covered 
witi black, which is removed at the pro- 
per time for its being uncovered. 

In the first apartment the presiding 
officer dreases in royal robes, and repre: 
sents Cyrus, King of Persia, and is called 
Sovereign: Senior Warden represents 


! Nebuzaradan, and is styled First Gene- 


ral: Janior Warden (representing Mith- 
ridates) is called Second General. The 
other officers are a Chancellor, Grand 
Master of Ceremonies, Master of Dir- 
petehea, and Captain of the Guards. 
The brethren in this apartment are dress- 
ed in yellow or rea robes, and wear tur- 
bans with suns embroidered in front. 
The Sovereign carries a sceptre. War- 
dens and brethren Have naked swords in 
their hands, and wear green ribbon scarfs 
without any jewel. Apron, white, lined 
and bordered with green, without any 
emblems. 

In the second apartment the presiding 
officer represents Anauias, and is, styled 
Most Excelient Grand Master, He iy 
seated in the east, wears a crown, and 
holds a gavel in his hand. The Senior 
Warden is seated in the west, and wears 
as ajewela square within three triangles. 
The Junior Warden, in the south, wears 
a level within three triangles. In addi- 
tion to these there is in this apartment a 
Grand Captain of the Guards, who dress- 
es like the other brethren. The Master 
acd officers wear their jewels suspended 
from the neck, by green ribbons, and the 
brethren from the bottom of green cor- 
dons, The jewel of the Master is a tri- 
ple triangle enclosed in a circle. The 
other officers wonr the usual jewel in a 
triple triangle, which is a gold medal 
with the five ofders of architecture upon 
it, and covercd by two steel cross-swords., 
The brethren wear the triple triangle, 
crossed by two swords, the hilts resting 
on the level The jewels are of gold. 
Eeck brother has a trowcl suspended 
from the string cof his apron. 

Council is opered in first apaatment. 

Sovereign—My brethren, assist me to 
open & Council cf Knights of the Sword, 

First General (or Warden)—Attention, 
Kuights, you will assist our Sovereign 
in cpening the Council. 

second Genera! repeats this order, 

Sovereign to First General—Brother 
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Soulor, you will seo that our Council 
chamber is woll guarded, and that all 
present are truo knights, 

First General goes and questions the 
Captain of the Guards—returns and says 
—Sovereign Master, wo are well guarded 
from the eyes of the profane, and I ob. 
nerve that all present aro truc Knights of 
the Sword. 

Sovereign—W hat is the time ? 

Tirst General—This day completes the 
seventy years of captivity. 


Suoverecign—Generaly, Princes, and 


Knights, I have long since rosolved to} 


liberate the Jews who are in captivity: 
I am wearied with seeing tkem in chains; 
but before I Liberate them I wish to con- 
sult you respecting a dream which I have 
had this night, and which requires an in- 
terpretation. I imagined I saw a foro- 
cious lion about to throw himself on me 
and devour me—his appearance terrified 
me, and I hastily looked for some shelter 
from his fury; but at that instant I saw 
my two predecessors, habited as slaves, 
beneath a glory, which. Masons designate 
by the namo of the Grand Architect of 
the Universe. I was imade to understand 
two words which I eaw issuing from a 
blazing star: they signified, Liberato the 
captives; and I understood if I did not 
do this my crown would pass from me 
to strangers, I remained speechless and 
confused, and suddenly awoke. From 
that instant my tranquility fled. It ro- 
mains for you, Princes, to assist me with 
your advice on this occasion. 

While tho Sovereign is speaking, the 
Brethren cast their eyes downwards: 
when he is dono they look at the First 
General, who draws his sword, and ele- 
vates the point, with his arm extended in 
front. The brethren draw their swords, 
placing them in the same position. The 
First Gencral now points his sword down- 
wards to signify his agreement with tho 
Sovereign, then upwards again to signity 
liberty. The brethren allimitate him. 

Sovereign—Let the Captivity be fin- 
ished. Generals, Princes and Knights, 
this Council is open. 

First and Second Generals each pro- 
claim that the Council is open: 

If a candidate is to be admitted, his 
hands are first bound witk a chain of tri- 
angular links. He represents Zerubba- 
bel ay a captive. The Master of Cera. 
monies leads him to the door of the tow- 
er, where ho is thus interrogated by the 
Guards: 

Captain of Guards—What do you wish ? 

Candidate—I wish, if possiblo, to speak 
with your Sovereign. 
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Captain of Guards— Who are you? 

Candidate—Tho first arnorg my equals. 
by rank a Mason, aud by misfortune a 
captive. 

Captain of the Guards—What is your 
name ? 

Candidate—Zerubbabel. 

Captain of Guarde—W bat is your age ? 

Candidate—Seventy years, 

Captain of Guards—What is the cause: 
of this application 4 

Candidate—The tears and misery of 
my brethren. 

Captain of Guards—We will endeavor' 
to make your sad request krown to our 
Sovereign. 

The Captain of the Guards knocks 
five and two at tho door of the tower. 
This is repeated; ono by the Second 
General, two by the First General, and 
three by tho Sovereign. 

The Second General says—The Guard 
knocks at the door of the tower, in the 
manner of a Knight of the Sword, 

First General—Sovereign Master, the 
Guard knocks at the tower. 

Sovereign—Brother Senior, probably 
some one Ís to be introduced; be pru- 
dent; in my present embarrasxed stato 
tho least advice is not to bo disregarded. 

The Second General goes to the door 
of the tower, knocks, and it is opened. 

The Captain of the Guards lays asido 
his spear, comes before the Sovereign, 
crosses his arms, bows, and says—The 
first awong Masons, bis equals, aged sev- 
enty years, wishes to appear before you. 

Soverecign—When ho shall have been 
introduced into the tower of the palace, 
wo will examino him. 

Tho Guard bows, retires, and makes 
the candidate entcr the tower, which is 
closed on him. The Sovereign questions 
candidate through the door, which is shut, 

Sovereign—W hat is the cause of this, 
application ? 

Candidatc—I come to implore the jus» 
tice and benevolence of the Sovereign. 

Sovercign—For what purpose ? 

Candidate—That mercy may be shown 
to my brethren, who havo beeu in cap- 
tivity seventy years, 

Sovereign—\WWhas is your name? 

Candidate—Zerubbabel; I am the first 
among my equals; by rank a Mason. by’ 
misfortune a captive. 

Sovereign—What is that merey which 
you demand of me? 

Candidate—That, under the protection 
of the Grand Architect of the Universe, 
the King will restore our liberty and al- 
low us to return and rebuild the ‘Templo, 
Gf our God. 
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Sovereign—Since motives so just have 


conducted you hither, you are permitted 


to appear in our presence. 

The Guards open the door of the tow- 
er, and cause the captive to prostrate 
himself in the west. 

Sovereign—Zerubbabel, I have, like 
you, lamented the severity of your cap- 
tivity. I promise to grant you liberty 
instantly, if you will communicate to ‘me 
the secrets of Masonry, for which I have 
always entertained profound veneration, 

Candidate—Sovereign Master, when 
Solomon communicated to us the first 
principles of Masonry, he informed us 
that equality was its foundation. Equali- 
ty does not reign here; and your rank, 
your titles, and your court, are not ad- 
missible in the place where instruction is 
given in our mysteries. Besides, our ex- 
terior marks are unknown to you; my 
engagements are inviolable; I am un- 
able to reveal our secrets, and if liberty 
is to be obtained at this price, I prefer 
captivity 

Sovereign—I admire the discretion and 
the virtue of Zerubbabel; he deserves 
liberty as a reward for his firmness. 

The brethren assent, by pointing their 
swords downwards, and then upwards. 

Sovereign to Second General—Cause 
Zerubbabel to undergo the seventy tri- 
als, which I reduce to three, viz., lst— 
That of the body; 2d. That of his cour- 
age ; 3d. That of his mind; after which, 
perhaps, he may merit the favor which 
be demands. 

The Second General causes him to go 
round the Lodge three times. The first 
time, a small sliell is exploded; the sec- 
ond time, he is examined to ascertain 
whether he persists in his demand; the 
third time, he holds his hands at the top 
of his forehead. After this, the Second 
General Knocks seven, and the First 
General says—What do you wish? 

Second General—The candidate has 
submitted to his trials with firmness and 
constancy. 

Sovereign—-Zerubbabel, I grant to you 
the favor which you solicit, and consent 
that you shall be set at liberty. 

Sovereign knocks seven, which is the 
signal at which the Generals divest Ze- 
rubbabel of his chains. 

Sovereign—Return to your own coun- 
try ; I permit you to rebuild the Temple 
destroyed by my ancestors ; its treasures 
shall.be sent to you before the setting of 
the sun: you shall be acknowledged chief 
over your brethren. I ordain that all 
shall obey you in the country through 
which you shall pass; that they shall 
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render you assistance as though it were 
to myself; I will only exact a tribute 
from you cf three lambs, five sheep, and 
seven rams, which J will receive under 
the porch of the new Temple: if I de- 
mand this, it is rather in remembrance of 
the friendship which I have promised 
you, than as areward. Come hither. 

The Generals place candidate at the 
foot of the throne. 

Sovereign—{ arm you with this sword, 
as a mark of your superiority Over your 
equals; [am persuaded you will employ 
it ouly in their defence, and I create you 
a Knight of the Sword. 

In saying these last words, the Sove- 
reign strikes him with his sword on, the 
shoulders, and then raises him. He gives 
candidate the apron, and green cordon, 
which passes from left to right, and says 
—As a mark of my esteem, I decorate 
you with an apron and sash, which I 
have adopted in imitation of the work- 
men of your Temple. Though these 
decorations aro not accompanied with 
any mysterics, yet I conter them on the 
princes of my court as marks of honor; 
henceforth you enjoy the same honor. I 
now commit you to the care of Nebuza- 
radan, (Master of Ceremonies,) who will 
give you guides to conduct you in safety 
to your brethren, in the place where to 
found the new Temple. Thus I decree! 

The First General leads the candidate 
and places him in the tower, where he 
remains while the brethren silently pass 
into the second apartment. After they 
are in order, the candidate is led out and 
then conducted to the bridge. At its en. 
trance he is opposed by guards, who rob 
him of ‘this apron and sash, and endeavor 
to prevent his passage ; he attacks, drives 
them off, and arrives at the door of the 
second apartment, where the Master of 
Ceremonies knocks seven at the door. 
When the brethren hear tho alarm, they 
detach the trowel from their aprons, and 
hold it in the left hand, and the sword in 
the right. The Second General (or Ju- 
nior Warden as he is now called) knocks 
seven. This is repeated by the First 
General (or Senior Warden.) 

Junior Warden—I hear a knocking at 
the door of the Lodge, in the manner of 
Knights of the Sword. 

Senior Warden—Most Excellent Mas- 
ter, some one knocks at the door of the 
Lodge, after the manner of the Knights 
of the Sword, 

Master—Brother Junior Warden, see 
who knocks. 

Junior Warden goes, knocks, and: opene 
ing the door, says—What do you wish? 


4 


HISTORICAL DEGREES: 


Candidate—I wish to see my brethren, 
that I may inform them of my deliver- 
ance from Babylon, and that of the un- 
happy remnant of the fraternity, which 
nas been freed from captivity. 

Junior Warden shuts the door and re- 
ports to the Master, who says—The 
ews which the captive brings is true: 
Kkeventy years are expired, and the day 
has arrived for rebuilding ‘the Temple. 
Ask the captive his name, his age, and 
country, for fear of surprise. 

Junior Warden knocks seven, opens 
the door, and says—W hat is your name ? 

Candidate—Zerubbabel. 

Junior Warden—W hat is your age? 

Candidate-——Seventy years, 

Junior Warden—Whore is your coun: 
try situated ? 

Candidate—On this side of the river 
Staburzania, to the west of Assyria. 

Junior Warden shuts the door, reports 
to Senior Warden, who reports to the 
Master, who says—Ilis name is Zerub- 
babel, his country lies on this side of the 
river Staburzania, his age seventy years; 
yes, my brethren, the captivity is ended |! 
The captive is trnly the Prince of ‘the 
sovereign tribe which is to rebuild the 
Temple. Let him be admitted among us 
and acknowledged as the one who is to 
direct and assist our labors. 

Junior Warden knocks, opens tho door, 
and conducts the candidate to the west. 

Senior Warden—Most Excelient Mas- 
ter, benold Zerubbabel, who demands tó 
be admitted into ovr fraternity | 

Master—Zerubbabel, give us an exact 
relation of your deliverance. 

Candidate—Cyrus gave me permission 
to approach the foot of his throne, he 
was touched with the miserles of the 
fraternity, he armed me with this sword, 
for the defence of my brethren, and hon- 
ored me with the title of brother among 
his companions, He finally granted me 
my freedom, and committed me to the 


care of his faithful subjects, who con-: 


ducted me on my journey, and assisted 
me in conquering our enemies at tho pas- 
sage of the river Staburzania, where, 
notwithstanding our victory, we lost the 
marks of distinction which had been 
given to us by the king, our deliverer. 
Master—My brother, the loss which 
you have met with shows that the jus- 
tice of our fraternity would not endure 
the triumph of pomp and grandeur. In 
decorating you with these honors, Cyrus 
was not guided by that spirit of equality 
which has always characterized you. By 
this loss, all the marks of distinction rè- 
ceived from that prince have disappear- 
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ed, but you have preserved those of true 
Masonry ; but before I can communicate 
to you those secrets, which, since our 
captivity have been preserved among the 
remnant of our fraternity, we must re- 
quire of you assurances that you have 
not lost the sentiments, or the Knowledge 
of Masonry, during your servitude. 

Candidate—Examine me; I am pre. 
pared to answer. 

Master—W hat degree in Masonry have 
you received ? 

Candidate—The degree of Most Excel- 
lent Master. 

Master—Give mo the sign, 

Candidate gives the sign of Most Bx- 
cellent Master, as on page 6l. 

Master—Give me the grip. 

Grip given as on page 61. 

Master—-My brethren Knights, I be- 
lieve Zerubbabel is worthy to participate 
iD our Dew mysteries. 

The brethren assent by elevating their 
swords, 

Master—Most Powerful Senior War. 
den, cause the candidate to advance by 
three stepS; and at the third, let him 
kneel at the foot of the throne of the 
Grand and Sublime Architect, where he 
will make the’ engagements which we 
require. 

Candidate advances by three steps to 
the altar, kneels, and takes the following 
obligation; 

I, John Smith, do hereby promise, un- 
der the same obligations which I have 
contracted in the different degrees of 
Masonry, never to reveal the secrets of 
the Knights of the Sword, or Free Ma- 
sons, to any one of an inforior degree, or 
to any one whois not a Mason, under the 
penalty of enduring a captivity so rigor- 
ous that my chains shall never be broken, 
and that my body be exposed to the 
beasts of the forest, and that a thunder- 
bolt may dash me to atoms, as an ex- 
ample to others who are indiscrect. So 
mote it be. 

The Master raises the candldate, and 
(while he and the brethren are sheathing 
their swords) says—My brethren, the de- 
struction of the ‘Temple subjected Masona 
to such severe calamities, we have feared 
lest their captivity aud dispersion might 
have impaired their fidelity to their en- 
ragements; for this reason, we bave 
been obliged, while rebuilding thu Tem. 
ple, to remain in a secret and retired 
place, where we carefully preserve some 
ruins of the ancient Temple. We donot 
introduce any to that place, unless wa 
know them to be true and worthy Ma 
sons, not alone by their signs, words, ong 
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grips, but also by their conduct; to such 
we communicate our new secrets with 
pleasure, but we require, as a pledge, 
that they should bring with them some 
remains or monuments of the ancient 
Temple; those which Cyrus has giyen 
to you are sufficient. 

While these last words are pronounced, 
the captive is uncovered. 

Master—Most Powerful Senior War- 
den, cause the candidate to recede: three 
steps, that he may learn that we esteem 
perfect resignation as a Masonic virtue. 

Candidate recedes towards the west. 

Master—My brother, the object of our 
labors is to rebuild the Temple of the 
Grand Architect of the Universe; this 
sublime work has been reserved for Ze- 
rubhabel. The engagements into which 
you with us have entered under that 
name, require you to aid us in rebuilding 
the Temple in its splendor. The sword 
which Cyrus has given you, is to be used 
in defending your brethren, and punish- 
ing those who would profane the august 
Temple which we raise to the glory of 
the Holy One of Israel. It is on these 
conditions you participate in our secrets. 
The pass-word is LIBERTAS. Go give 
the brethren of this Lodge the signs, 
grips, and words, and return to me. 

Candidate goes by the north, and re- 
turns by the south. 

Master—My brother, after your deliv- 
erauce Cyrus had you created a Masonic 
Kuight, and I now present you with the 
trowel, the symbol of your new dignity, 
that hereafter you may labor with the 
trowel in one hand, and use the sword 
with the other, if the Temple should 
ever be destroyed, forit is in that man- 
aer we have proceeded to rebuild it. 

Master gives the girdle and says—This 
scarf ought always to accompany you in 
all Lodges; you will have a mark of 
true Knighthood, which you acquired at 
the river Staburzania, by the victory ob- 
tained over those who opposed your pas- 
sage! Master gives the green rosette, 
and says—Though we do not admit 
among our ceremories any of the deco- 
rations given you by Cyrus, yet we are 
willing to preserve their remembrance 
by a rosette of that color which he had 
chosen, and we affix it fo your cordon. 
{Gives the Jewel] This Jewel is a 
badge of the Knights of the Sword; 
wnay justice aud equity, represented by 
the sword, be your guices ! 


THE 
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Master (giving the gloves)—~We pro. 
ceed to proclaim you a Knight of the 
Sword. My brethren, see that Zerubba- 
bel shall hereafter rule the labors of 
Masonry ! 

They assent by saluting with swords 

Candidate is then conducted to a chair 
designed for him, the Master sayine— 
My brother, ascend the throne of the 
Sovereigns of our Lodges; preserve the 
triangular stone of this edifice, and rule 
the laborers as Solomon, Hiram of Tyre, 
and Joabert have done before you. 

When the candidate is seated, the bre- 
thren sheath their swords, clap their 
hands three times, crying Zerubbabel 
each time. 

The Lecture is now given. 

In closing, the Master says to the Sa- 
nior Warden—Are you a Knight of the 
Sword ? 

Senior Warden—Look! (places his 
hand on his sword.) 

Master-——Give me the sign. 

Senior Warden gives the sign, as fole 
lows: Carry the right hand to the left 
shoulder, and move it downwards to the 
right hip with a serpentine motion; this 
represents the motion of waves. Draw’ 
your sword and bring it to the guard. 

Master—Give me the words and the 
pass-word, 

Senior Warden—Judah, Benjamin.an4 
Libertas, 

Master—Give the grip to the Junior 
Warden. 

Given as on page 61. 

Master—Where have you labored ? 

Senior Warden—At the rebuilding of 
the Temple. 

Master— What hour is it? 

Senior Warden—The hour of come 
mencing that work, 

Master—My brethren, since we have 
sufficient timo to rebuild the Temple of 
the Lord, let us remember these things 
in silence. It is time to repose. Bro- 
thers Senior and Junior Wardews, an- 
nounce in the south and in the north, 
that I am about to close this Lodge of 
Knights of the Sword. 

Senior Warden makes proclamation 
that the Most Excellent Grand Master ja 
about to close the Lodge. 

Junior Warden does the same. 

Master (rapping seven)—The Lodge is 
closed. Retire in peace, 

Wardens repeat this, and the Lodge is 
then closed. 


END. 
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